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The long wait is over…

Keita Spilberga (9) celebrates after making her First Holy Communion at the Cathedral of Saints Patrick and Felim in Cavan. Keita, who is in 
third class at Crubany National School, has waited for over 16 months to celebrate her reception of the Blessed Sacrament for the first time 
due to lockdown restrictions. Photo: Lorraine Teevan.

Prominent historian rejects claim 
partition Church service is political 
Jason Osborne
A prominent historian who advises the 
Government about contentious com-
memorations has rejected claims by 
President Michael D. Higgins that an 
ecumenical service to mark partition 
is political in nature.

Dr Eamon Phoenix said next 
month’s service in Armagh organised 
by the main Christian traditions on the 
island, which President Higgins has 
refused to attend, was about building 
bridges and rejected characterisations 
of the event as celebrating partition.

He insisted that the event was part 
of a framework based on “respectful 
and ethical” remembrance, and that 
such events are designed to be “inclu-
sive to the maximum”, rather than 
“contentious”.

President Higgins declined to 
attend the service with Britain’s Queen 
Elizabeth II next month which is due to 
be held in the Church of Ireland cathe-
dral in the city and was organised by 
Church leaders including Primate of 
All-Ireland Archbishop Eamon Martin.

Speaking to The Irish Catholic, Dr 
Phoenix – who is a member of the 
Taoiseach’s expert advisory group of 
the decade of centenaries – said the 
Armagh event is organised in the same 
spirit as other recent commemora-
tions. These events are intended to be 
“ways of bridge-building,” he said.

» Continued on Page 2
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If the ecumenical service to mark 
the centenary of partition wasn’t 
political to begin with, it certainly 
is now. The decision by President 

Michael D. Higgins to refuse to partici-
pate in the ceremony has thrust what 
was to be a modest event centre-stage.

It’s not about celebrating Northern Ireland, 
but ethically remembering a painful journey

ciation (NICRA) with mod-
est demands around voting, 
housing and education.

The Stormont administra-
tion – famously described by 
Prime Minister James Craig 
as a Protestant parliament for 
a Protestant people – set its 
face against equal rights for 
Catholics.

Just 50 years ago in 
1971, state-sponsored 
Protestant mobs intensi-
fied their attacks on the 
Catholic community in 
the north forcing many 
thousands to flee to 
makeshift refugee camps 
just south of the border. 
Religious houses all across 
the Republic provided 
refuge from what could 
only be described as a 
process of ethnic cleans-
ing only brought to an 
end when the authorities 
in London imposed direct 
rule and deployed mem-
bers of the British Army 
to protect Catholic areas 
of the region from further 
violence.

This is part of the pain-
ful and catastrophic story of 
partition. Northern Ireland 
was a state borne out of 
sectarianism and supremacy 

Editor’s Comment
Michael Kelly

It’s still not entirely clear 
why Mr Higgins felt so 
uncomfortable about the 
event. Despite his earlier 
insistence, he has now 
conceded that the letter 
inviting him did not refer 
to him as the “President 
of the Republic of Ireland” 
but quite correctly as the 
“President of Ireland”.

At the outset, it is 
important to note that the 
event was not billed as a 
celebration but merely a 
service to mark 100 years 
since the partition of the 
island and the creation of 
the northern state.

Archbishop Eamon Mar-
tin – one of the organisers 
– grew up alongside the 
border and leads a diocese 
that is split in two by the 
border. He is not unaware 
of the impact of partition 
historically and now.

❛❛Northern 
Ireland was a 
state borne out of 
sectarianism and 
supremacy”

The creation of the 
northern state was cata-
strophic from day one for 
northern Catholics. They 
learned about their new 
status as second-class citi-
zens almost immediately as 
thousands were forced out 
of their homes and many 
others were dismissed from 
their jobs.

Relentless
It was the relentless dis-
crimination against Catho-
lics – an issue little opined 
about in the then Free State 
at the time – that led to the 
emergency of the Northern 
Ireland Civil Rights Asso-

    To join Friends of The 
Irish Catholic and sup-
port Catholic journalism, 
please phone the office 
on 01 6874094 for more 
information or to make a 
contribution.
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– and this is something that 
everyone acknowledges is 
worth recalling.

❛❛ I think the 
Church leaders 
were courageous 
in organising 
the ecumenical 
service”

A Christian service focused 
on reconciliation and ethical 
remembering seemed to me 
the perfect space in which 
to acknowledge the fact of 
the creation of the northern 
state as well as the pain this 
caused. I think the Church 
leaders were courageous in 
organising the ecumenical 
service, as Church leaders 
showed great wisdom all 
during the civil conflict in the 
North reaching across the 
sectarian divide. We know 
about people like Fr Alec 
Reid and Revd Harold Good, 
though I suspect that we will 
never know the full story of 
the many Churchmen who 
convinced paramilitaries 
that peace was in everyone’s 
interest.

Terms
Ireland – north and south 
– must come to terms with 
painful episodes in our his-
tory. We must be a peoples 
and a nation at peace with 
ourselves and at peace with 
our past. The great genius of 
the – admittedly imperfect 
– Good Friday Agreement is 
the fact that it creates the 
space for parity of esteem. 
British identity and Irish 
identity sit side-by-side with 
every shade in between. No 
identity is exaggerated at the 
expense of another.

From my perspective as a 
Catholic born and raised in 
the North fully conscious of 
the suffering of my com-
munity, I think it is regret-
table that in 2021 a simple 
religious ceremony of Chris-
tians gathering together 
to acknowledge a reality is 
controversial.

So-called ‘peace walls’ in Belfast are a painful reminder if divisions. Photo: CNS.
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Prominent historian rejects claim partition Church service is political 
» Continued from Page 1
“I was surprised - as were many other peo-
ple - when that [politicisation] became the 
gravamen of the president’s objection.

“The whole idea of using that phrase [A 
service of reflection and hope, to mark the 
centenary of the partition of Ireland and 
the formation of Northern Ireland], which 
was picked up on by the Churchmen, was 
to equalise it, not to politicise it,” Dr Phoe-
nix explained.

He said the Christian traditions were 
“always” going to be in a dilemma with the 
anniversary of the division of the island, as 
“once you say ‘partition’, to the nationalist/
republican community, it raises the idea of 
coercion.

“If you say it to somebody from the union-
ist community, then it’s the birth of a home-
land outside of a Catholic, theocratic state,” 

Dr Phoenix said, continuing, “unionists felt it 
was inevitable and a very good thing”.

Archbishop Martin expressed his dis-
appointment on RTÉ’s This Week that the 
president will not be present. “I think there 
must be some misunderstanding. Back in 
March, we shared some concerns that 
our service was being taken in a different 
direction, but we were unaware about this 
issue to do with the title.

“It’s very important for me to say today 
very, very clearly what this service is and 
what it is not. It was never, and it is not, a 
celebration. It is very much a moment of 
acknowledgement, taking account of the 
fact that there are very different narratives 
out there about 1921.

“I think that our Church leaders group 
were very much aware that what we were 
going to do here was to try to hold together 

in a certain amount of tension the different 
narratives,” the primate said.

Dr Phoenix also described as regretful 
the fact that the expert group of which he 
is a member was not consulted by the Gov-
ernment or officials at Áras an Uachtaráin 
before the president declined the invite.

“Expertise was there, and sometimes 
it’s not sought in situations where perhaps 
a perspective on things would be helpful,” 
he said. 

“It would be nice if officials came to 
the Taoiseach’s expert advisory group and 
just sounded them out on these things, 
because we meet every month without fail 
for hours, discussing all of these matters. 

“If expert advice was sought from peo-
ple who actually are dedicated to resolv-
ing these kind of issues, then that would 
be helpful,” Dr Phoenix said.
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IN ALL BOOKSHOPS NOW

COLM KEANE & UNA O’HAGAN

NO.1 BESTSELLING AUTHORS

The Book of St. Brigid

Abbess, monastery founder, bishop, feminist, miracle worker and 
farmer, the life and legacy of  St. Brigid of  Kildare are explored in 

this groundbreaking book.

‘A work of  great scholarship, 
but which is simultaneously a 
page-turner…..it’s a triumph.’ 

- Pat Kenny, Newstalk

‘Colm and Una are the only 
writers who can get me reading 
about the lives of  the saints.’ 
- Brendan O’Connor, RTÉ Radio 1

REVIEWS

OUT NOW

                                                                                     
 

Director of the Franciscan Centre, Ladywell 
 

The Franciscan Missionaries of the Divine Motherhood (FMDM) are offering an exciting and 
rewarding opportunity to be at the heart of launching our new Franciscan Centre at Ladywell, 
Godalming, Surrey, England.  FMDM are moving towards creating three Charitable 
Incorporated Organisations of which the Franciscan Centre Ladywell is one of them.  

The role will launch a fully refurbished Centre in the beautiful Surrey countryside available 
for retreats, conferences and activities, which embody Franciscan hospitality and values.  

You will need to possess excellent marketing, networking and leadership skills to develop the 
Centre and place it firmly on the map as a Centre of Franciscan excellence through the 
programmes it delivers and visitor experience. 

Are you; 

• An experienced senior manager with a hospitality background 
• An inspirational leader committed to winning the hearts and minds of the people you 

work with 
• Have a genuine a desire to work with a group of people committed to giving back to 

society 

If so, we want to hear from you. 

 

Hours     Full time, flexibility essential 

Location   Godalming, Surrey, England 

Salary £45,000- £50,000 depending on experience.  

Closing Date   30th September 2021 

Strictly no agencies. For more information, a Job Description and how to apply please direct 
all enquiries to recruitment@ladywell.org.uk  

Jason Osborne
Brazil and Paris Saint-Ger-
main (PSG) superstar Ney-
mar reportedly receives €6.5 
million a year for avoiding 
any “political or religious” 
propaganda that might ruin 
the club’s image.

The ‘ethical clause’ also 
stops the 29-year-old from 
expressing any “negative 
public comments about the 
club” and asks for “exem-
plary” behaviour from the 
footballer.

The clause also reportedly 
said that Neymar is required 
to be “courteous, punctual, 
friendly and available to 
fans”.

Neymar, a Pentecostal 
Christian, has regularly spo-
ken publicly of his faith, 
saying that “life only makes 
sense when our highest 
ideal is to serve Christ”. 
He is famous for donning a 
“100% Jesus” headband after 
matches, such as after win-
ning the gold medal at the 
2016 Olympics in Brazil and 
after Barcelona’s Champions 
League triumph in 2015.

He grew up going to Pen-

iel Baptist church in his home 
of Sao Paulo with its pastor 
Newton Lobato revealing that 
the footballer tithes around 
€18,000 every year.  

❛❛Neymar, 
a Pentecostal 
Christian, has 
regularly spoken 
publicly of his faith”

Neymar has named fel-
low Brazilian footballer and 
devout Christian, Kaká, as his 
spiritual role model.

The contract clause was 
uncovered by the Spanish 
news outlet El Mundo, which 
leaked the forward’s contract 
with Qatari-owned PSG.

According to El Mundo, the 
deal sees Neymar earn over 
€500,000 a month from PSG, 
on top of his weekly earnings 
of over €570,000.

The ‘ethical clause’ was 
created to ensure “political 
and religious propaganda” 
don’t “damage the image and 
unity of the club”, El Mundo 
reported.

Neymar offered 
€500,000 a month to 
keep quiet about faith
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SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE
CATHOLIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF IRELAND

DYING WELL
Clinical & Pastoral Perspectives

 

SATURDAY 2 OCTOBER 2021
ONLINE | 09.4ONLINE | 09.45 -16.00 

For more information
& to register online : icdln.ie

Speakers include Prof. Ilora, Baroness Finlay

& Prof. David Albert Jones   

CME POINTS APPLIED

Jason Osborne
The president of the Irish 
Catholic Doctors Learning 
Network (ICDLN) has said 
that he’s “very grateful to 
the Irish episcopal coun-
cil for their permission” 
to rebrand as the Catholic 
Medical Association (CMA).

Dr Keith Holmes of the 
CMA said the move was “big 
for us” and that it lends “us a 

greater sense of legitimacy”.
“The issue was one of 

complying with Canon Law, 
and I think whenever you 
want ‘Catholic’ in your title, 
you need to go through the 
bishops,” Dr Holmes told The 
Irish Catholic. 

“It was important to us 
that while we had originally 
spoken with Archbishop 
Eamon Martin when we were 
setting up our initial organi-
sation, when we wanted to 

rebrand or rename as the 
Catholic Medical Associa-
tion, we spoke to the bish-
ops and they were clear that 
they had to legitimise it.”

Healthcare
The CMA, initially the ICDLN, 
was set up in response to a 
need for a “greater under-
standing of the Catholic 
Church’s position on mat-
ters relating to healthcare 
and the clinical practice of 

Catholic doctors in Ireland 
today”.

It sees Catholic medi-
cal professionals in Ireland 
come together to educate 
themselves on the science, 
medicine and professional 
issues behind the challenges 
facing healthcare workers in 
Ireland today.

Dr Holmes said the rea-
son for the name change 
was two-fold: inclusivity 
and international precedent.

“People thought that 
it [the ICDLN] was a very 
clumsy title...but it also 
became very clear from our 
work thus far that there’s a 
far broader appetite than 
just doctors, and therefore 
we wanted to be more inclu-
sive,” Dr Holmes said.

“There’s that, and also, 
there are other Catholic 
Medical Associations in 
other countries, so it would 
create a sense of being more 

in keeping with them.”
The association is also 

preparing for an upcoming 
conference on end-of-life 
issues facing Irish medical 
practitioners.

“We’ve a very strong line 
up of speakers from the UK 
and Ireland, speaking about 
topics such as assisted dying, 
assisted suicide and eutha-
nasia,” Dr Holmes explained, 
the online-only event due to 
take place October 2.

Bishops grant ICDLN rebrand wishes

Brandon Scott
Roman Catholic and Church of Ireland 
bishops, and a leading Presbyterian cler-
gyman, have urged the Irish Government 
to offer complete and immediate redress 
to the thousands of people whose homes 
have been affected by the mica/pyrite cri-
sis. Numerous family homes have been 
seriously damaged because defective 
building blocks were used in their con-
struction.

Their calls come after the Government 
announced that it would only be covering 
90% the rebuild and repairs costs facing 
thousands of homeowners in Donegal 
and parts of Connacht and Munster. In 
their statement, the Irish Church lead-
ers expressed their support for a full 
and unconditional redress scheme to be 
offered to those who are attempting to 
live with the consequences of insufficient 
building blocks.

“There appears to be a disparity in 
the way people in our region are being 
treated compared to those elsewhere”, 

the Church leaders exclaimed, “home-
owners in Leinster were awarded 100% 
redress for the pyrite problems there. The 
citizens of Donegal, Mayo, Sligo, Tipper-
ary, Clare and Limerick deserve no less. 
This is a matter of fairness, justice and 
compassion”.

In addition to the Church leaders’ sup-
port for a 100% redress to be made availa-
ble to those affected, they also submitted 
a framework which they believe should 
be used throughout the duration of the 
proceedings and makes provisions for 
a 40-year, state-backed scheme, which 
guarantees full redress in the event of 
future problems.

The Church leaders warned that the 
“basic need for good housing seems 
peripheral to the agenda of our politi-
cal leaders”. “There may come a time 
for assigning responsibility for what has 
happened. One thing is certain, though: 
the homeowners are not to blame”.

Church leaders urge Government 
to fully redress those affected by 

pyrite and mica scandals
Ruadhán Jones
The Department of Foreign Affairs response to 
the independent TD’s question about violence 
against Christians “reframes the issue out of 
all recognition”.

Ms Carol Nolan asked the Minister for For-
eign Affairs September 9 what Ireland is doing 
to address violence against Christians in Nige-
ria, “where 3,462 Christians have been hacked 
to death since January 1, 2021”.

In response, the DFA said the conflict 
between Muslims and Christians “arises from 
differences of perspective regarding access to 
land”.

Speaking to The Irish Catholic, Ms Carol 
Nolan said that describing the conflict as “pre-
dominantly ‘resource based violence’ is almost 

to reframe the issue out of all recognition”.
“Christians are being killed because they 

are Christians. Christians are being hacked to 
death in their thousands because of their faith. 
We need a blunt recognition of this fact,” Ms 
Nolan declared.

The department’s response “lacks anything 
resembling the kind of urgency or understand-
ing that is required to tackle this issue effec-
tively”.

Ms Nolan said that the DFA’s reply has 
been virtually identical over the last number 
of years.

“This suggests to me that there has been 
no real growth in understanding about the 
religious character of the violence... we need 
far more sustained foreign policy focus on this 
global crucifixion of Christian communities.”

DFA shows ‘no understanding’ of religious 
violence in Nigeria, says TD Carol Nolan
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Tuam: there is a social dimension…
Catherine Corless 

is greatly to be 
admired for her 
work revealing the 

extremely distressing facts 
about the Tuam Mother and 
Baby home, and she has 
now told her own story in 
an autobiography, Belong-
ing.

Ms Corless rebuffs the 
suggestion, which was 
included in the report of 
the commission on Tuam, 
that “it was us, society, that 
should bear the brunt of 
what went on.” The respon-
sibility and the blame is not 
“society’s”, she says: it is 
the specific responsibility 
of those who ran the insti-
tutions. (This was the Bon 
Secours order and Galway 
County Council.)

❛❛Some 250,000 
birth mothers 
in Britain are 
demanding an 
apology for 
coercive adoptions 
carried out there 
from 1945”

And yet, I cannot see how 
there isn’t a social dimen-
sion – that attitudes, values, 
and economic imperatives 
held by wider society didn’t 
play a part. Catherine Cor-
less mentions how some 
children from Tuam were 
boarded out to uncaring 
farmers who used them as 
“slave” labour: this in itself 
is a social dimension.

Conditions
Catherine Corless’ inves-
tigation of the conditions 
which prevailed at Tuam 
was a brilliant achieve-
ment, unveiling the shock-
ing evidence that children 
died of  malnutrition. 
Yet most historians and 
anthropologists would con-
clude that there is always a 
‘social dimension’ involved 
in the way groups act or are 
treated.

It may not amount to 
‘responsibility’ for distress-
ing events or cruelties, but 
there has to be a social con-
tribution. Human beings do 
not live in a social vacuum. 
It was the Marxist thinker, 
Antonio Gramsci, (whose 
grave President Higgins 
recently visited in Rome) 
who made that point: we 
are deeply influenced by 
the culture around us.

Stigma
A British social historian, 
Jane Robinson, has writ-
ten a valuable book – In 
the Family Way - about 
how unmarried mothers 
and their children were 
stigmatised until rela-
tively recently. She takes 
the thread through family, 
law, economics, culture, 
churches, municipalities 
– to explore this situation 
(which also involved con-
sistently higher mortality 
rates for British infants 
born out of wedlock).

Some 250,000 birth 
mothers in Britain are 
demanding an apology for 

Mary Kenny

Interesting details keep 
emerging about Boris John-
son’s Catholic heritage. His 
mother, Charlotte, who died 
recently aged 79, was the 
daughter of Sir James Fawc-
ett, lawyer and Catholic con-
vert, who helped draft the 
UN Declaration of Human 
Rights in 1948 – that fine 
document affirming that 
“everyone has the right to 
life, liberty and security of 
person”.

Charlotte went to school 
at Mayfield in Sussex, the 
girls’ school founded by 
Mother Cornelia Connolly of 
the Society of the Holy Child 

Jesus. (Cornelia Connolly 
was an American convert, 
had been married and had 
children, in a life involving 
much tragedy. She is a ‘Ven-
erable’ and a candidate for 
sainthood. American sources 
sought to have her remains 
removed to Philadelphia, but 
protests from Sussex devo-
tees have kept her where 
she died.)

Charlotte was sent to 
Mayfield because her older 
sister, Sarah, was a nun 
there.

There was a time when 
most leading Irish politicians 
had sisters and aunts who 

were nuns. I’d be surprised 
if any prominent member 
of the Oireachtas now has 
any such connection (Mary 
Robinson, once Senator, 
was probably the last gen-
eration to have aunts who 
were nuns). Unexpectedly, 
it’s now the British prime 
minister whose auntie was 
a religious sister.

Charlotte was expelled 
from Mayfield, which per-
haps showed a rebel streak. 
But she baptised Alexander 
Boris in a Catholic ceremony, 
with Lady Rachel Billington 
(Lord Longford’s daughter) 
as godmother.

The Catholics in Boris’ background

Closing date for applications is 30th September 2021

The main duties of the Director of Pastoral Development 
and Faith Formation will include:
• Serve as main contact person for the 
Bishop regarding the Synodal Process 
and work in a synodal manner with a 
team to develop the diocesan process.

• The organising and facilitating of adult 
religious faith formation. 

• Supporting the election and consolida-
tion of parish pastoral councils, pasto-
ral area councils and the diocesan 
pastoral council.

• Providing training and support 
for clergy tasked with leading 
pastoral areas. 

• Promoting the achievement of 
the current and any future 
diocesan pastoral plan

• Providing formation training 
for specific lay ministries in the 
diocese 

The Diocese of Kilmore is recruiting for the position of Diocesan 
Director of Pastoral Development and Faith Formation. 

Two-year initial contract working 20 hours per week. 
This post will be based in Cavan town.

Third level qualification in Pastoral Theology essential. Active 
involvement in the life of the Church with a commitment and 
competence in responding to the needs of the local church. Good 
interpersonal skills with an ability to motivate others. Show compe-
tence in delivering strategies and plans. Full drivers’ licence and 
own transport required.

Essential Qualities of Candidate:

CV’s and cover letters to be issued to Bishop’s House, Cullies, Co. Cavan

Baby clothing and other items hang from a tree at the former site of the mother and baby 
home in Tuam. Photo: CNS.

l Nobody really likes the border in Ireland – even Edward 
Carson was against it – but traversing it reveals interesting 
flexibilities. For example, drivers seem to adjust seam-
lessly to switching kilometres for miles on road signposts. 
It’s not a problem to calculate in both.

From this I deduce that human beings can easily oper-
ate differing measurement systems. Pints or litres? Kilos 
or pounds? Use both metric and imperial, if they’re handy. 
The metric system is official in the Republic of Ireland 
but people still go for a pint, or describe someone being 
six feet tall.

In Britain, the imperial system is now being re-installed, 
post-Brexit, but I think people will just mix and mingle. 
‘Two metres apart’ is understood for social distancing, and 
I don’t see a return to perches, roods and furlongs (though 
the racing community never discarded the furlong).

But dieters like losing ‘stones’. A stone conveys that 
nice idea of a real weight off your back…

coercive adoptions carried 
out there from 1945. But 
the question has arisen: 
who should apologise? So 
many agencies, with the 
backing of wider society, 
were involved.

❛❛ I cannot 
see how there 
isn’t a social 
dimension – that 
attitudes, values, 
and economic 
imperatives held 
by wider society 
didn’t play a part”

Catherine Corless may 
reject the theme that “it 
was us, society, that should 
bear the brunt”. Yet we 
cannot erase the fact that 
wider society, and families 
themselves, did hold cer-
tain attitudes which are 
part of the picture of how 
the unmarried mother and 
her child were treated. 
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St Mary’s University College in Belfast gears up for the return of their students with the launch of their Strathroy Dairy-sponsored new college training jersey. Wearing the new jersey 
are Antrim camogie and All-Ireland winner Maeve Kelly, Down under–20 goalkeeper Charlie Smyth and Derry footballer Ella-Rose Sainsbury.

The Irish Catholic, September 23, 2021

Pride in St Mary’s…

Jason Osborne
Catholic youth group Pure in Heart is 
seeking to give young, single Catho-
lics a place to meet “in a very safe 
and very friendly environment” with 
its first-ever conference, according 
to General Manager Helen Vysotska.

The ‘Pursuit of Love’ conference, 
to take place October 1-3, 2021, is set 
to offer both theoretical and practi-
cal experience, as it seeks to host 
talks on love and responsibility, the 
sacramentality of marriage, dat-
ing and chastity advice, and how to 
know whether he or she is the ‘one’.

However, a suspected highlight 
will be the speed-dating compo-
nent, which Ms Vysotska said “is an 
attempt to get rid of the awkward-
ness” that often exists between 
young men and women in Catholic 
circles.

“Ireland has always been great in 
the past for brilliant ceilis and dance 
halls and all the rest of it, where 
young people could get together 
and have fun in a very safe and very 
friendly environment,” Ms Vysotska 
said.

“This is what we’re trying to cre-
ate again,” she said.

For more information, email 
info@pureinheart.ie.

PIH’s first 
conference 
seeks to set up 
young singles

Ruadhán Jones
The Legion of Mary founder 
believed the documents that came 
from Vatican II were “an endorse-
ment of what the Legion stood for”, 
Frank Duff’s biographer said. 

Historian Dr Finola Kennedy 
told The Irish Catholic that, while 
he didn’t “get up and speak” at the 
council, it is possible he had an 
“indirect influence”.

“At the end of the council, there 
was a request from the Vatican for 
the Legion’s handbook in all the 
various languages that were then 

available,” Dr Kennedy began. 

Evidence
“I don’t have any evidence that it 
had an impact on the documents, 
but certainly, the Church in the 
modern world (Gaudium et Spes) 
and items concerning the role of 
the laity would seem to endorse 
what Duff was already doing dec-
ades earlier.”

Dr Kennedy added that Duff 
himself, who attended Vatican II 
as a lay observer, “believed Vati-
can II was an endorsement of what 
the Legion stood for, that the Bap-

tism of the all the Faithful not just 
empowered but insisted that they 
were part of the spreading of the 
Good News. 

“And that hadn’t been fully rec-
ognised for some decades, prob-
ably some centuries. At that time, 
the laity were just still to pay and 
to pray.

“They were not seen as intrin-
sic to the Gospel mission and that 
really only came out in the docu-
ments of Vatican II.”

The Legion embodied much 
of the thinking of Vatican II, she 
added.

Where the Legion was “excep-
tional”, Dr Kennedy continued, was 
“in what Paul VI said, ‘it chooses 
the little people’. If you look at the 
members of the first meeting, they 
were all unimportant by worldly 
standards”.

However, she pointed out that 
it also attracted members from “all 
ranks of society” including minis-
ters and lawyers.

“Frank Duff’s genius was that he 
absorbed people from all levels of 
education and none,” Dr Kennedy 
pointed out.

Frank Duff’s indirect influence on 
Vatican II hailed by biographer

Pope welcomes ‘wise’ President Higgins to Vatican 
Brandon Scott
Pope Francis thanked God “that 
Ireland has such a wise man as its 
Head [of State]”, during the latest 
encounter between the Pontiff and 
the president. 

President Higgins met the Pontiff 
before meeting Vatican Secretary of 
State, Cardinal Pietro Parolin, who 
was accompanied by Vatican Foreign 
Minister Archbishop Paul Gallagher.

A Vatican statement disclosed 
that the two leaders spent their time 
together discussing a variety of issues 
currently impacting the world, such 
as migration and the protection of the 

environment, with special emphasis 
given to Ireland, the efficacy of the 
peace process in the North and the 
upcoming 26th United Nations Con-
ference on Climate Change (COP26) 
in Glasgow, which Pope Francis is 
expected to attend.

During their fourth meeting, Presi-
dent Higgins presented the Pope with 
a Bata Iascaire or a ‘Fisherman’s stick’ 
made on Inis Mór.

“Today, I did not just meet a man, a 
president, I met a wise man of today,” 
the Pope said. 

Leaving, the Pope requested that 
President Higgins pray for him, to 
which President Higgins responded 
“Every day”.
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Church history is a story of ups and downs

Breda O’Brien
The View

Lack of time prevents 
me from doing as 
many talks as I once 
did (not to mention a 

worldwide pandemic.) I am 
not quite sure why I accepted 
an invitation to speak at the 
recent Holycross Abbey 
Novena but I am so glad I did.

I was vaguely aware of 
Holycross Abbey but honestly, 
had no idea of how rich its his-
tory is. It is an inspiring story 
with particular relevance to 
our situation today. The short 
version is that in 1182, King 
Donal Mor O’Brien, endowed 
an already existing monas-
tery or hermitage following 
the Celtic monastic rule with 
large tracts of land. From then 
on, it would be a Cistercian 
Abbey, following the Rule of 
St Benedict.

The abbey was not without 
difficulties even in its earliest 

centuries and at times, its sur-
vival even seemed in doubt.

New patron
The Norman settlers provided 
a new patron, James Butler, 
fourth Earl of Ormond. An 
ambitious scheme of rebuild-
ing commenced, including 
inserting the great east and 
west windows, which are such 
a glorious feature.

Within a century, the greed 
of Henry VIII meant that the 
monasteries were suppressed. 
A clever stratagem preserved 
Holycross for a while. In 1534, 
the Abbot, William Dwyer, 
resigned his office in favour 
of a married layman, Philip 
Purcell, which meant that 
Holycross became a provostry 
rather than a Cistercian abbey.

Sadly, by 1685, a shortage 
of vocations left the abbey 

in an absorbing account by 
one of the people most central 
to the story - Fr William Hayes, 
who was appointed as curate 
in 1966 and then as adminis-
trator.

Like many other important 
ecclesiastical buildings, the 
abbey was in the care of the 
State and was not to be used 
for worship, although permis-
sion to celebrate Mass there 
for Michelmas in 1967 was 
readily granted. Fr Hayes was 
concerned about the dam-
age rain was doing to the fine 
architectural features of the 
church and proposed to the 
Office of Public Works in 1967 
that the building, then in dan-
ger of dereliction, be re-roofed 
with slates.

Astonishment
To his astonishment, the OPW 
representative at the meeting 
threw out the suggestion that 
the abbey be restored for use 
as the parish church.

❛❛ I was vaguely 
aware of Holycross 
Abbey but honestly, 
had no idea of how 
rich its history is”

Can you imagine that hap-
pening today? Firstly, it would 
have to be re-granted from 
the State to the parish. Sec-
ondly, this was the late 1960s, 
when emigration was high and 
money was far from plentiful.

A somewhat stunned Fr 
Hayes brought the proposal 
back to Archbishop Tom Mor-
ris who was most enthusiastic 
about the plan.

God’s grace is evident in 
the restoration. Local families 
had been burying their dead 
in the Abbey for generations. 
All it would have needed was 
one family to refuse to allow 
the remains to be re-buried 
and the plan could have been 
derailed. All the families agreed 
to the exhumation.

The chapter in Fr Hayes’ 
book describing the archaeo-
logical excavation and re-
interment is very moving, as 
one burial had only taken place 
three years before.

The legal hurdles were also 
overcome, with the legislation 
proposing the restoration of 
Holycross Abbey as a build-
ing for worship being passed 
unanimously. Again, can you 
imagine that happening today?

Long story short, after 
extraordinary efforts and fund-
raising, Holycross Abbey, which 
gets its name from having not 
one, but two relics of the true 
cross, was officially re-opened 
on October 5, 1975.

It was a ceremonial Church-
State event, including the 
president, Cearbhall Ó Dálaigh, 
Cardinal Timothy Manning of 
Los Angeles, Cistercian monks, 
many of the Irish hierarchy and 
representatives of the Church 
of Ireland.

❛❛For three 
hundred years 
before its last 
restoration, the 
abbey was roofless 
and silent”

Holycross Abbey remains 
a magnificent parish church 
and a jewel in the crown 
of Cashel and Emly Arch-
diocese. Fittingly, the dioc-
esan pastoral plan, Seeds of 
Hope, was launched there 
in mid-September by Arch-
bishop Kieran O’Reilly, again 
under the health and safety 

restrictions necessary dur-
ing this pandemic.

Space
Standing in this beautiful, 
serene space, with Fr Celsus 
Tierney, PP, pointing out fas-
cinating details, it was clear 
to me that faith in God can 
accomplish wonders. We all 
feel battered after the pan-
demic, which has taken lives 
and livelihoods.

Yet standing there, the light 
streaming through the great 
windows, it was a reminder 
that God is in charge and all 
we have to do is cooperate 
with his grace.

The abbey has risen from a 
desolate ruin to a living space 
of worship. Sure, this year, the 
novena was online but the 
Church can, with God’s help 
and our cooperation, also rise 
again. Holycross provides us 
with both a historical per-
spective and contemporary 
inspiration.
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Secondary School, Thurles performing a dance of 
celebration at the recent launch of Seeds of Hope in 

Holycross Abbey. Photo: Arthur Ellis

with an abbot and one monk. 
With the death of Fr Edmond 
Cormack in 1735, the Cistercian 
link was broken and from 1740, 
people began to bury their 
dead within the abbey.

❛❛The abbey 
was not without 
difficulties even 
in its earliest 
centuries and at 
times, its survival 
even seemed in 
doubt”

As the visitor leaflet says, 
“For three hundred years 
before its last restoration, the 
abbey was roofless and silent.”

Now the story takes an 
extraordinary turn, described 
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Staff reporter
The Archbishop of Dublin appealed to people 
to help ensure the social support agency can 
maintain all services in the coming months.

Archbishop Dermot Farrell said Cross-
care’s services are needed “now more than 
ever”, as the diocese held its annual collec-
tion for the agency last weekend.

“As families face greater uncertainty and 
insecurity intensified by the pandemic, peo-
ple who are homeless and in need continue 
to rely on Crosscare for shelter, food, help 

and support,” he said.
“All who work in Crosscare take their 

work and responsibilities very seriously and 
I urge you to support them once again in this 
appeal.”

When the Covid crisis began at the start of 
last year, Crosscare services were stretched 
to capacity, a September 14 statement said.

Throughout last year, 750 people stayed 
in Crosscare Homeless Services, while 3,000 
people who were homeless or at risk of los-
ing their home were helped by their Infor-
mation and Advocacy teams.

Crosscare services stretched to 
capacity, says Archbishop Farrell

Ruadhán Jones
Delays in responses from the HSE’s schools 
Covid-19 helpline have added to stress levels 
in an “extra-challenging” start to the school 
year. 

“The HSE’s response times need to improve, 
it’s causing unacceptable stress-levels for prin-
cipals,” warned Seamus Mulconry, General 
Secretary for the Catholic Primary Schools 
Management Association (CPSMA).

“Though it’s only September, principals 
have told me that it feels like November in 

terms of work pressure.”
While there has been speculation around 

the restrictions easing for schools, Mr Mul-
conry said they have “not been informed of 
any changes” and will wait for discussions 
with the Department for Education.

Regardless, Mr Mulconry said he thinks “the 
HSE’s support and principal helplines need to 
improve”, though there have been signs that 
response times are picking up. 

The message schools are keen to convey to 
the Government is to “put in the resources”, 
Mr Mulconry added.

“With speedy response times and the 

necessary resources, we can manage the 
situation,” he continued. “But we need the 
resources.”

There was a 48% increase in the number of 
Covid-19 cases detected among children aged 
between four and 12 over the seven days to 
Sunday September 12, HSE data shows.

“It’s been an extra-challenging start and 
we have a long year ahead us,” Mr Mulconry 
finished.

Meanwhile, a Catholic secondary school’s 
body said that the return has being “going 
well” compared with last year, though there 
are still some issues.

“There are concerns obviously around Covid 
and cases in schools, but we’re hopeful that 
will improve in the coming months,” said John 
Curtis, general secretary of the Joint Manage-
rial Board (JMB), an organisation representing 
voluntary Catholic secondary schools.

The effect of vaccination among 12-17-year-
olds has been credited with the lower number 
of cases. 

“We’re very pleased that so many young 
peoples among the 12-17-year-old cohort 
have taken up vaccines,” Mr Curtis added. 
“We believe this will continue to have a posi-
tive effect as we go on.” 

Principals facing ‘unacceptable’ stress 
levels, Catholic schools agency warns

Jason Osborne
There’s a “real need for clear 
thinking” when it comes to 
Hungary, in order to “avoid the 
propaganda element that comes 
into play whenever Orban is dis-
cussed,” Senator Rónán Mullen 
said following the Pope’s meet-
ing with controversial Hungar-
ian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán.

Speaking to The Irish Catho-
lic newspaper, Senator Mullen 
said that there are aspects of 
Mr Orbán’s Hungary “that we 
can learn from” and that we 
should be “unashamed” to 

praise, highlighting the Hun-
garian government’s promo-
tion of the family, and the 
financial incentives offered to 
couples to have children.

Tweeting recently, Senator 
Mullen said he doesn’t think Mr 
Orbán “is the demon that some 
make him out to be.

“Sometimes he’s a much-
needed antidote to the group-
think around the EU table.”

Senator Mullen said that fol-
lowing a meeting with Mr Orbán 
during which Senator Mullen  
put it to him about Hungary’s 
immigration policy and how it 

can be communicated that “our 
brothers and sisters in the Mus-
lim world…matter to us, too,” 
Mr Orbán responded that Hun-
gary’s policy is that they want to 
give “first priority” to Christians 
and other minorities.

“In fairness to the Hun-
garians, my understanding is 
that their assistance to perse-
cuted minorities doesn’t stop 
at Christians,” Senator Mul-
len commented, continuing 
however, “their help to the 
persecuted Church in places 
like Iraq has been absolutely 
exemplary”.

Lessons to be learned from 
Hungary – Senator Mullen

NEWS IN BRIEF
Missionary orders hope to provoke 
change with ecological conference

Words ‘inadequate’ after tragic Kerry 
deaths, says priest

The sisters of Our Lady of Apostles and the 
Society of African Missions have launched the 
second Cork Conference on Intergenerational 
Climate Justice.

The October 21 conference is for “anyone 
interested in the climate crisis”, a press release 
states, with a particular emphasis on school 
class groups.

Justice and Peace officer for the OLA’s John 

McGeady said that they are “hoping to pro-
voke thought, action and change” with the 
conference.

To register for the conference, visit www.
intergenclimatejustice.ie. The closing date is 
October 7.

The theme of the conference is ‘Hope 
for the Future: System Change, Not Climate 
Change’.

Fr Anthony O’Sullivan described words as 
“inadequate” to comprehend the deaths 
of a mother and son, who were laid to rest 
September 20.

Eileen O’Sullivan (56) and her son Jamie 
(24) were found dead at their home in Kil-
feighney near Lixnaw two weeks ago.

The body of husband and father Mossie 
O’Sullivan (63) was found close to the house.

Gardaí are investigating the deaths as a sus-

pected murder-suicide.
“Words seem inadequate to comprehend 

this tragic loss of life,” Fr O’Sullivan said at the 
September 20 funeral.

He described Mrs O’Sullivan and her son 
as “kind, gentle and went about their lives 
with dignity”.

“Eileen was a diligent worker, Jamie was a 
skilled welder,” he said.

The Bakhita Centre for Research on Slavery, 
Exploitation and Abuse at St Mary’s University, 
Twickenham will conduct research into how 
survivors of modern slavery experience sup-
port in Britain.

The study is one of five research projects 
announced by the Modern Slavery and Human 
Rights Policy and Evidence Centre (Modern 

Slavery PEC), following its call for research on 
survivor support and recovery.

“Although awareness of the plight of British 
nationals affected by modern slavery has grown 
in recent years, the specific needs of British Sur-
vivors have not been well understood. Our study 
aims to change that,” said Dr Carole Murphy, 
Acting Director of the Bakhita Centre.

Catholic university to lead programme 
on modern slavery
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The icing on 
the cake…
As a pre-First Holy Communion treat pupils at St 
Thérèse’s Primary School, Lenamore in Derry enjoyed 
cupcakes prepared by the canteen staff on the eve of 
their First Eucharist in St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh.

If you would like to have your pictures featured in The Irish Catholic, please email them to news@irishcatholic.ie
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Did Christ bring a message 
or establish a new covenant?

 Buddha is depicted in a 
penitential pose with gold 

specks in this bronze statue 
from around the 18th or 19th 

centuries. It is among the 
Vatican collection. Photo: 

Courtesy Vatican Museums.

W 

hilst it is perhaps good 
to see Dr Noel Keat-
ing encouraging “the 
Christian churches” 

(sic) to pursue contemplation, it 
is deeply worrying to see how he 
describes this contemplation and his 
background beliefs about Christ and 
his message (see ‘Be still and aware 
of God’s presence’ in The Irish Catho-
lic September 16, 2021). Dr Keating 
says that he has “always resisted the 
doctrine of salvation, when under-
stood as the saving of the soul from 
sin and its consequences”. Relying 
on personal experience trumping 
Catholic dogma, Dr Keating presents 
the Gospel as concerned entirely 
with each of us humans sharing 
Jesus’ consciousness of God’s loving 
presence within us. (Somehow, we 
are to share this consciousness in 
an unconscious manner, but that’s a 
problem for another day.)

Approach
Dr Keating’s approach reflects an 
all-too-common tendency within 
Catholicism in recent decades to 
present Christian faith in a manner 
that ignores, downplays, or even 
denies sin, and which concentrates 
instead on human beings as natu-
rally, intrinsically and entirely good. 
Our problem as humankind is not 
that we have been radically alienated 
from God by sin, original and histori-
cal and personal sin. Rather, it is that 
we are ignorant of our natural bless-
edness (what Dr Keating and others 
have called ‘original blessing’) and of 
the presence of God within us – the 
Kingdom of God within, so to speak. 
Rather shockingly, as seen in Dr Keat-
ing’s article and similar approaches 
to spirituality, this reduces Jesus to 
a (theistic) Buddha-like figure, who 
brought a message of enlightenment 
about our blessedness as human 
beings created by God and showed 
us how to find the Kingdom within 
us, just as he did, by contemplation. 
So, we are to believe in a Jesus who 
is a teacher and example of spiritual 
enlightenment, rather than the divine 
incarnate Saviour and Redeemer.

The Catholic and Christian faith 
believes in Jesus Christ as the divine 
Son of God, who became Incarnate 
“for us men and for our salvation” 
and who was crucified, suffered and 
died “for our sake”, as all Catholics 
publicly profess every Sunday at 
Mass. Of course, we believe in Christ 
as a teacher of truth, with a vitally 
important message. But at the heart 
of this message, this Gospel, is Jesus 
himself and what he was and did. And 
he did more than teach a message and 
exemplify a contemplative approach 
to life. He gave his life as “a ransom” 
for our sins (see Matthew 20:28). By 
offering the sacrifice of his life, Jesus 
established ‘the new covenant’, a 
new relationship with the Father (see 
Luke 22:19-20, Jesus’ words of con-
secration at the Last Supper, echoed 
in every Eucharistic Prayer). Thus, 
Jesus, in his very person and life and 
death, restored our relationship with 
the Father and ended the alienation 
caused by sin. We are all called to 
enter this new covenant relationship 
by becoming united with Christ and 
living according to the Holy Spirit.

❛❛Dr Keating’s 
approach reflects 
an all-too-common 
tendency within 
Catholicism in recent 
decades to present 
Christian faith in a 
manner that ignores, 
downplays, or even 
denies sin”

Dr Keating quotes St Paul in 
Ephesians 3 to the effect that what 
Christ offers is deep knowledge. 
This reflects a somewhat ‘gnostic’ 
approach to the Faith, an approach 
that has been a constant obstacle to 
the Church’s mission since the earli-
est centuries. St Ireneaus was one of 
the first to write against this hereti-
cal distortion of the Gospel. The true 
Gospel message, centred on Christ as 
Redeemer and Reconciler, is clearly 
expressed throughout the New Tes-
tament. Dr Keating overlooks and 
implicitly denies this message. For 
example, on almost every page of his 
letters, St Paul writes about Christ’s 
salvific death, including in the very 
letter that Dr Keating quotes. Ephe-
sians 1: 7-8 (RSV translation) says: 
“In [Christ] we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness 
of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace which he lavished 
upon us.” Another example is found 
in I Corinthians 15, where we find 
one of the earliest expressions of 
Christian faith in Christ as Redeemer, 
namely, that Christ “died for our 
sins”. We can share in this forgive-
ness of sins through the Sacrament of 
Baptism (see Romans 6) and through 
the Sacrament of penance/reconcili-
ation (see John 20: 21-23). There are 
many biblical passages that I could 
quote: the saving death of Jesus is at 
the very heart of the New Testament 

(and prophesied in the Old) and at 
the heart of the Catholic Faith.

Understanding
Dr Keating claims that his way of 
understanding Christ and the Gos-
pel is “the Franciscan approach” as 
presented by Fr Richard Rohr OFM, 
but I doubt very much that genuine 
Franciscans deny the Church’s belief in 
Christ as our Redeemer, substituting 
a Christ-as-Guru figure instead. None 
of us Catholics has the authority or 
experience to replace the true Gospel 
with a ‘nice’, sinless and Saviour-less, 
version. To do so would destroy the 
integrity of the Faith. It would be to 
deny the universal human need for 
God’s blessing.

If all Dr Keating, and others tak-
ing a similar approach, want to do is 
to warn us off a simplistic and inad-
equate understanding of Christ’s 
redemptive death, that would be fine. 
We are not called to believe in a harsh, 
vindictive Father-God who needs to 
be placated by punishing someone, 

with Jesus the unfortunate one pun-
ished in our place. Certainly, a superfi-
cial reading of the Bible can lead to an 
unacceptable way of understanding 
the sacrificial death of Jesus. I would 
recommend that Catholics read what 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
has to say about the redemptive death 
of Christ, in order to get a deeper and 
accurate understanding – see para-
graphs 599 onwards.

❛❛Dr Keating quotes 
St Paul in Ephesians 3 
to the effect that what 
Christ offers is deep 
knowledge”

One key idea is that to Christ’s 
freely chosen obedience the Father, 
which permeated his whole life 
and was displayed most powerfully 
in his freely accepting his death, 
makes up for humankind’s sinful 
disobedience (see CCC, par. 615, and 

also Romans 5). Thus, Christ estab-
lished a new relationship between 
man and God, which we are all 
called to enter and thus be saved 
in Christ. This is not exclusively a 
matter of sharing in new knowl-
edge and consciousness, although 
it includes it (as we see so clearly in 
John’s Gospel: Christ is “the light of 
the world”). Rather, it involves also 
a sharing in the redemption from 
our sinfulness and sins that Christ 
won on the Cross.

Christian faith is not a message 
about a higher state of conscious-
ness that Christ had and we can 
have too, naturally; but a message 
about what was done supernaturally 
in history by Jesus Christ to save us 
not only from ignorance but from 
sinfulness and sin (and their conse-
quences). This is Gospel truth to be 
embraced, not resisted.

Dr John Murray lectures in the 
school of theology, philosophy and 
music at Dublin City University.

i

Jesus cannot 
be reduced to a 
Buddha-like figure 
who came to 
bring a message 
of enlightenment, 
writes Dr John 
Murray
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Fr Silvester’s Gospel Reflections

 

The Sunday Gospels 
these weeks are 
about Jesus on the 
way to Calvary and 

how his followers are to take 
up their crosses also. Today’s 
reading (Mark 9:38-43, 45, 
47-48) is a challenge to be 
Christian not only in name 
but also in the way we live. 
Do I belong to Christ or to the 
rubbish dump? 

The apostle John had a 
problem because “a man who 
was not one of us” was cast-
ing out devils in Jesus’ name, 
so “we stopped him”. But 
Jesus did not agree. “Anyone 
who is not against us is for 
us.” Miracles of healing are 
not confined to the Catholic 
Church. Retreat centres host 
ways of meditating, breathing 
exercises and gentle move-
ment which are not specifi-
cally Christian but neither are 
they anti-Christian. I know 
from experience in a retreat 
centre that people object to 
these retreats on the grounds 
that they worship a false god. 
These exercises are bringing 
great inner peace and healing 
to people. Inner demons of 
violence, addiction, anxiety 
and fear are being cast out. 
Remember what Jesus said: 
“Anyone who is not against 
us is for us.” The apostle John 
wanted to stop the man who 
was healing because “he was 
not one of us.” But years later, 
the more mature John in his 
first epistle wrote that “God 
is love, and whoever remains 
in love remains in God and 
God in him”. God’s presence, 
love and power are not con-
fined to any one Church.

People of the 
Kingdom
The mission of Jesus was 
to establish the kingdom 
or reign of God on earth. 
The Church was to provide 
the taskforce of this king-
dom. However, as St Augus-
tine noted, there are many 
who belong to the kingdom 
although they do not belong 
to any Church, while there 
are many who belong to the 
Church but not to the king-
dom. In other words, it is not 
enough to be Christian by 
name if one is not Christian 
in behaviour.

In last Sunday’s Gospel, 
Jesus held a helpless little 
child before the apostles to 
represent all the people who 
require care and support 
from true followers of Chris-
tian charity. In today’s Gospel 
Jesus again speaks of his lit-
tle ones, this time about the 
scandal of those who harm 
children in any way.

“Anyone who is an obsta-
cle to bring down one of 
these little ones who have 
faith, would be better thrown 

Christian by name and in deed

into the sea with a great mill-
stone round his neck.” This 
must have been the strictest 
warning Jesus ever gave. Do 
not be an obstacle to the faith 
of anybody, but especially to 
the faith of an impressiona-
ble child. Perhaps Jesus could 
foresee the abuse of children 
by people who were trusted, 
especially by Church person-
nel. As Shakespeare wrote, 
“Lilies that fester small far 
worse than weeds”. There is 
a Latin tag, Corruptio optimi 
pessima, corruption of the 
best is worst of all. It is only 
in recent times that the depth 
of hurt inflicted has been rec-
ognised. We must continue 
to pray for people who have 
been abused, as well as for 
true repentance on the part 
of anybody who has abused 
or hurt others.

Cleansing
Wherever there is corruption 
there is need of cleansing 
which, in very serious cases 
may require surgery. Jesus 
speaks of cutting off the sinful 
hand or foot and tearing out 
the sinful eye. He is not advo-
cating self-mutilation in a lit-
eral sense. Sin does not reside 
in the hand or eye which is its 
instrument. Sin begins in the 
mind and the decision of the 
will. One of the beatitudes 

tells us that the pure of heart 
see God. If a person’s mind is 
filled with the light of Christ 
and one’s will is directed by 
what God would want, then 
sin will not happen.

❛❛Christian feet 
are for going on a 
mission to bring 
the light, love and 
joy of the Gospel 
to others”

Hands are for welcoming, 
for serving, giving, caress-
ing, comforting, and healing. 
Praying hands come together 
at the level of the heart and 
point towards heaven in ado-
ration and praise. Such hands 
belong to Christ. But hands 
may be violent and destruc-
tive, thieving and deluding. 
Such hands are already cut 
off from Christ and destined 
towards the rubbish dump 
called Gehenna.

Christian feet are for 
going on a mission to bring 
the light, love and joy of the 
Gospel to others. But feet go 
in the wrong direction when 
marching with the echoing 
menace of terror and destruc-
tion: or when one runs away 
from responsibility.

Eyes are the windows 

of the soul, letting in God’s 
heavenly light in wonder, 
goodness and praise. But 
eyes might be smudged by 
the dirt of lust and hatred. As 
Jesus said, those who do evil 
hate the light and avoid it for 
fear their actions would be 
exposed.

Christian in name 
and in fact
In the Sacrament of Baptism, 
a person is claimed for Christ. 
Water is poured on the head 
as a symbol of life and the 
cleansing of sin. Then the 
Oil of Chrism anoints the 
person as a Christian, Christ-
ened as a member of Christ’s 
body on earth. Today’s Gos-
pel reading is a challenge. To 
what extent am I a Christian 
not only in name but also in 
fact? And remember that 
there are many in the Church 
who are not agents of the 
Kingdom, whereas there 
are many who work for the 
Kingdom although they may 
not belong to any Church.

Fratelli Tutti
Pope Francis has given us a 
beautiful encyclical letter, 
inspired by his patron, St 
Francis, on our family unity 
as brothers and sisters. This 
is his closing prayer:

Prayer
O God, grant that we Christians may live the Gospel, discov-
ering Christ in every human being, recognising him cruci-
fied in the sufferings of the abandoned and forgotten of our 
world, and risen in each brother and sister who makes a 
new start.
Come, Holy Spirit, show us your beauty, reflected in all your 
peoples of the earth, so that we may discover anew that all 
are important and all are necessary, different faces of the 
one humanity that God so loves. Amen. 

Fr Silvester 
O’Flynn 
OFM Cap.

The Sunday 
Gospel

In the Sacrament of Baptism, a 
person is claimed for Christ.
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W 

hile it has been hallowed turf for many generations, the famed home of 
Kilkenny hurling was transformed into a sacred space last week when 
400 children received their Confirmation.

Presided over by the apostolic administrator of the Diocese of Ossory 
Bishop Denis Nulty, the ceremony was planned for outdoors because of ongoing Covid-19 
restrictions in places of worship.

Pandemic can’t beat the power of the Holy Spirit
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The target of 
halving carbon 
emissions in 
less than ten 
years will be 
enormously 
disruptive and 
expensive, 
writes David 
Quinn

The Church must 
acknowledge the good side 

of economic growth

The Church is cur-
rently marking a 
month-long ‘Season 
of Creation’. It began 

on September 1, and ends on 
October 4. September 1 was 
the start date because Pope 
Francis has declared that day 
each year to be a ‘World Day 
of Prayer for the Care of Crea-
tion’. October 4 is the Feast of 
St Francis of Assisi, who had a 
special love of nature.

The theme of the ‘Season of 
Creation’ this year is ‘Restor-
ing Our Common Home’. On 
their website, the bishops say 
that the season “celebrates 
the joy of creation as well as 
encouraging awareness-rais-
ing initiatives to protect the 
natural environment.”

They state: “This year we 
celebrate this season mind-
ful of the fact that our world 
continues to deal with the 
Covid-19 pandemic as well 
as a devastating climate and 
biodiversity crisis”.

Conferences
The bishops look forward to 
two UN Conferences on climate 
in the autumn, COP15 (on bio-
diversity, due to take place in 
China) and COP26 (on climate 
change, Glasgow).

They “hope that world lead-
ers take the urgent action that 
is needed to restore our com-
mon home”. They also urge 
Catholics to sign the ‘Healthy 
Planet Healthy People’ petition.

The main demand of the 
petition is that we limit the 
rise in global temperature to 
1.5 degrees Celsius compared 
with pre-industrial times. This 
is an extremely demanding tar-
get and would mean the most 
drastic cuts in our use of fossil 
fuels over a very short time-
frame.

The UN Paris Accord of 2015 
aims to keep global warming 
below two degrees, but ideally 
1.5 degrees.

The agreement envisages 
the planet reducing carbon 
emissions effectively to zero 
by the middle of this century, 
which is only 30 years away. If 

1.5 degrees is to be achieved, 
that target must be brought 
forward.

For its part, Ireland is aim-
ing to halve our carbon emis-
sions by 2030 and achieve 
carbon neutrality by 2050.

The target of halving emis-
sions in less than ten years will 
be enormously disruptive and 
expensive. The argument in 
favour is that if we don’t hit the 
mark, and other countries also 
fail, the consequences are too 
grave to contemplate.

❛❛Ordinary 
households are 
expected to buy 
electric cars in the 
coming years”

But here is a quick look at 
what halving our emissions by 
2030 will mean. For one thing, 
there will have to be drastic 
changes to farming, and espe-
cially to our beef herd which 
emits so much methane.

Ireland provides excellent 
conditions for cattle farming, 
and we export 90% of our beef. 
We may have to throw away a 
lot of this natural competitive 
advantage to meet our targets. 
But it could have no effect on 
global warming, or even back-
fire, as countries like Brazil step 
in to meet demand for beef 
instead.

Ordinary households are 
expected to buy electric cars in 
the coming years. The Govern-
ment wants one million elec-
tric cars on the roads by 2030. 
But electric cars are currently a 

lot more expensive to buy than 
traditional cars and this would 
place a big financial burden on 
households.

In addition, homeowners 
are expected to retrofit their 
homes so as to better insu-
late them, and to switch from 
oil or gas heating. The cost of 
this transition will often run to 
tens of thousands of euros per 
household.

What should parishes do? 
The cost of retrofitting an 
average church and replac-
ing oil-fired heaters would be 
astronomical. On the other 
hand, if churches don’t do 
something like this, then they 
will be accused of being hypo-
critical, that is, of not making 
the sacrifices to reduce global 
warming that they preach.

Carbon taxes are set to soar, 
as electricity and heating bills 
rise anyway. 

Energy
We will be switching ever 
more to renewable energy 
in the years ahead, but the 
wind doesn’t always blow 
and the sun doesn’t always 
shine, and therefore we will 
need back-up sources of 
energy, including oil, coal 
and gas. There are already 
warnings of power-cuts 
this winter on days when 
the wind isn’t blowing and 
we can’t import enough gas 
from overseas. Exploration 
for further gas off our shores 
has been forbidden.

When the Church com-
ments on climate change, 
it must do so in ways that 
acknowledge the com-

plexities of what we face. 
For example, the Church 
is deeply committed, and 
rightly so, to reducing global 
warming and to reducing 
poverty.

But the fact is that the 
massive reductions we have 
made to poverty since the 
beginning of the Industrial 
Revolution two centuries 
ago have been powered by 
fossil fuels. If we had not 
used fossil fuels like oil, coal 
and gas, most of us would 
still live in grinding poverty 
today.

The developing world 
has a right to climb out of 
poverty as we have done 
and that cannot be achieved 
for the foreseeable future 
through renewable energy 
alone. 

❛❛The UN itself 
outlines several 
possible scenarios, 
from the most 
pessimistic to the 
least pessimistic”

Church documents should 
address this kind of dilemma. 
Claims made by some activ-
ists that we don’t actually face 
this dilemma lack credibility.

Questioning any aspect 
of climate policy is perilous, 
because you run the risk of 
being denounced as a ‘cli-
mate-change denier’. 

But you can believe man-
made global warming is hap-
pening, as I do, and still insist on 
asking the right questions and 

on pointing out the complexi-
ties and dilemmas we face.

The Season of Creation is a 
good initiative, but the narra-
tive it presents us with should 
avoid being overly simplistic 
and also beware of believ-
ing the very worst scenarios 
about climate change. Almost 
all scientists accept we face a 
grave situation, but they dif-
fer on exactly how bad it will 
be. The UN itself outlines sev-

eral possible scenarios, from 
the most pessimistic to the 
least pessimistic. 

Above all, the Church 
must address the issue of 
economic growth and how 
it has reduced poverty for so 
many people. It should give 
thanks for this, while at the 
same time urging us to bal-
ance poverty reduction and 
economic development with 
the needs of the planet.
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Ruadhán Jones
Murragh and Templemartin parishioners 
marked the 200th anniversary of St Mar-
tin’s Church with a series of events, includ-
ing Mass celebrated by Bishop Fintan Gavin.

The bishop of Cork and Ross concele-
brated the Mass with Fr Bernard Cotter PP, 
while several priests who had served in the 
parish attended the ceremony.

A bicentenary commemorative booklet, 
sponsored by Cork County Council and pre-
pared by Sean Crowley, local historian and 
Donie Keane, retired school principal, was 
launched on the day.

An outdoor reception was held after 
the Mass.

West Cork parish celebrates centuries of Faith
A group of local children 

enjoying the celebrations, 
September 18. Photos: 

Jerry O’Mahony.

Bishop of Cork and Ross Fintan Gavin celebrated Mass in 
St Martin’s church.

Teddy O’Mahony, Bishop Fintan Gavin, Eileen O’Donovan and Fr Bernard 
Cotter PP of Murragh and Templemartin. The Canty family.

David Giles, Mary Giles, Caroline Canty and Fiona O’Mahony. John Lordan and his son.

Marie Murray and her children.

EJ Power, Raymond Goggin and Murt Kennelly.
Christopher O’Donovan and Ruth Kingerlee.
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West Cork parish celebrates centuries of Faith

Ronan Sheehan and Rev. David Bowles. Ronan Desmond and Bishop Gavin, with Ronan’s mother 
Noreen in the background.

Catherine Kelly with her daughter Grainne and her 
granddaughter.Bishop Fintan Gavin, Ronan Sheehan and Mrs Mary Canty. Imelda Sheehan and Mrs Breda Murray.

Bishop Fintan Gavin, Fr Bernard Cotter PP and Vincent Cruise. A group of local musicians who provided music after the Mass.

The Desmond and Crowley families. Conor Nelligan Cork County Council and Gillian Coughlan, Mayor of Cork County.
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Out&About
Bike to school

INSHORT

Bishop of Derry announces 
clerical changes
Bishop Donal McKeown announced Septem-
ber 14 the following clerical changes, most 
of which are effective from September 18.

Ardmore: Fr Dr James McGrory, PP Col-
eraine, to be PP Ardmore.

Coleraine: Fr Neil Farren, PP Ardmore to 
be PP Coleraine (Dunboe, Macosquin and 
Aghadowey).

Drumragh and Langfield: Fr Peter O’Kane, 
to return from the Irish Dominican Province 
to be CC Drumragh (Omagh) and CC Lang-
field.

Glendermott and Strathfoyle: Fr Roni 
Zacharias, on loan from the Archeparchy of 
Changanacherry to be CC Glendermott and 
CC Strathfoyle.

Limavady: Fr Chris McDermott, CC Drum-
ragh (Omagh) and CC Langfield to be CC 
Limavady.

Holy Family Parish: Fr James Devine, to 
return from the Marian Fathers of the Immacu-
late Conception to be CC Holy Family, Ballyma-
groarty.

Longtower: Fr Patrick Baker, CC Limavady 
to be Administrator, Longtower.

Melmount and Sion Mills: Fr Malachy Gal-
lagher, CC Glendermott and CC Strathfoyle to 
be CC Melmount and CC Sion Mills.

St Eugene’s Cathedral: Fr Ignacy Saniuta, 
on loan from Diocese of Vitebsk and CC 
Drumragh (Omagh) and CC Langfield to be 
CC St Eugene’s Cathedral, as well as continu-
ing his ministry to the Polish community in 
the Diocese of Derry.

Fr John P Forbes, Priest-in-Residence 
Badoney Lower to retire.

Fr Christopher Ferguson, Priest-in-Resi-
dence Three Patrons, has requested and been 
granted leave of absence from ministry from 
16 October 2021 until 31 August 2022.

NI centenary service 
to open ‘space for 
encounter’, say Church 
leaders
The Church leaders will mark the centenaries 
of the partition of Ireland and the formation 
of Northern Ireland with a Service of Reflec-
tion and Hope, October 21.

The service in Saint Patrick’s Church of 
Ireland Cathedral, Armagh is being organised 
by the Church Leaders Group, as part of their 
wider programme of collective engagement 
around the 1921 centenaries. 

The leaders said in a September 15 state-
ment that they want to place “an emphasis 
on their common Christian commitment to 
peace, healing and reconciliation”. 

In a joint statement issued on St Patrick’s 
Day the Church Leaders emphasised the 
need to “be intentional in creating spaces for 
encounter with those who are different from 
us, and those who may feel marginalised in 
the narratives that have shaped our commu-
nity identity”.

In doing so, the leaders hope “to face dif-
ficult truths about failings in our own leader-
ship in the work of peace and reconciliation. 

“The service will involve people from across 
the community, from diverse backgrounds and 
traditions, and with different beliefs and aspi-
rations, coming together to pray for the heal-
ing of past hurts and to seek God’s guidance in 
a spirit of hope for the future.”

CARLOW: Students from Presentation College Carlow examine a new cycle parking area – where they will be monitoring bike numbers – on the school grounds, September 15.

DUBLIN: Pictured after her recent Baptism in the Church of Our Lady of the Wayside, 
Kilternan is Grace Le O’Sullivan along with her mother Hannah and big brother Christopher. 
They are pictured with Huong Dzieciolowska with her son Andrew.

DUBLIN: Sr Mary Brigeen and Sr Mary Fionnuala of the Carmelite Monastery of St 
Joseph, Kilmacud, wear t-shirts from the Irish Motor Neuron Disease Association. 
The sisters completed a 5km run September 11, to sponsor them, visit www.
fundraise.imnda.ie
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Events deadline is a week in 
advance of publication

l  In the current Covid-19 crisis, it is clear that 
most (and perhaps all) Church events, other than 
some Masses, are suspended. Consequently, we 
are withholding the popular Events Listing column 
until normal activities can resume in our parishes. 
However, please do email us if you know of any 
parish event planned and we will publish details.

Events

▲

▲
HUNGARY: Thomas Kilduff, from the Lieutenancy of Ireland, Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem 
with fellow confreres and consoeurs from Hungarian, Spanish, Belgian Lieutenancies and Croatian Delegate at Mass 
celebrated on September 11 at the Hungarian parliament.

WASHINGTON: 
Orla Keane, Ireland’s 
deputy ambassador 
to the United States, 
reads the names 
of those of Irish 
descent who were 
killed on 9/11, at the 
end of the Mass at 
St Patrick’s Church 
in Washington 
September 11. 
Photo: CNS

LOUTH: Four 
transition year 
students from St 
Mary’s Diocesan 
school volunteered 
to come down and 
help the Drogheda 
Augustinians in 
tidying the Garden 
of Remembrance, 
September 14.

HUNGARY: Mr Kilduff meets Cardinal Peter Erdo of 
Hungary during the Eucharistic Congress, September 12.

DUBLIN: Parishioners of St Fintan’s Parish, Sutton, bid 
farewell to their parish priest, Fr Liam Lacey, who is moving 
parish to Dalkey, September 5.

Edited by Ruadhán Jones
Ruadhan@irishcatholic.ie
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The Healing Habit
Daniel O’Leary

Beyond current mindfulness projects, this 
little book is a tonic for your spirit, a 

healing for your heart, a setting-free of 
your precious mind. And therefore it 
carries the promise of a happier life. 

Glencairn Abbey
Valerie O’Sullivan

Through a series of images and words, we 
get a glimpse into the lives of the Sisters of 
St Mary’s Abbey in Glencairn. Their lives are 
a true, living, monastic journey fulfilling the 

motto of St Benedict, ora et labora.

Flight of the Earls
Liam Swords

was €14.99
€7.49

was €14.99
€7.49

was €16.99
€8.49

A detailed but highly readable account of 
the event that saw 99 people embark to 
Spain. The Flight paved the way for the 

Plantation of Ulster, which led to a sectarian 
division that persisted for 400 years.

Padre Pio of Pietralcina
Fr Francesco Napolitano

This revisited biography follows the saint 
from humble beginnings through his life 

of profound sacrifice and goodness. It 
recounts stories of the obstacles he 

overcame and the people he touched.

Glenstal Abbey through the Seasons
Valerie O’Sullivan

was €24.99
€12.49

was €24.99
€12.49

was €24.99
€12.49

was €24.99
€12.49

Gain a rare insight into daily life of 
Benedictine monks based in Glenstal Abbey. 

From the sacred liturgical celebrations to 
the buzz at Glenstal Abbey school, this book 

captures a unique way of life.

Dublin a Photographic Essay
Eddie Mallin

Created over the past decade, this 
collection of photography includes 

images of Dublin’s urban cityscape, its 
beautiful coastal seascapes and luscious 

parkland in black and white images.

Urban Sketcher’s Galway
Róisín Curé

In this beautiful book, local artist Róisín 
Curé captures snapshots of life in the City 

of the Tribes in bold ink and vibrant 
watercolour. Her sketches show the 

beautiful details of Galway in all its colour.

Galway Snapshots
Paul Duffy

was €19.99
€9.99

Unique postcards share an intimate history of 
Galway City from 1890 to 1930. The shots 
range in type from tourist and promotional 

productions to true to life scenes from 
Galway’s history.

Early Irish Saints
Fr John Ó Ríordáin

was €22.99
€11.49

These short essays on well-loved saints 
present a very readable mix of historical fact 

and folklore. The introduction provides a 
useful commentary on what early 

biographers of saints saw as their function.

Vicka Her Story
Finbar O’Leary

was €9.99
€4.99

This is the fullest account yet given by the 
eldest visionary Vicka of her story and 

extraordinary experiences with Our Lady. 
Here, Vicka relays many of the Messages 

which the ‘Queen of Peace’ has given to her.

Give Us Back the Bad Roads 
John Waters

was €19.99
€9.99

John Waters outlines the facts of his departure 
from Irish journalism and finds himself writing 
to his father as he looks back over the arc of 
his life and his escape from the ideological 

cesspit the Dublin media has become.

The Happiness Habit
Daniel O’Leary

was €12.99
€6.49

was €12.99
€6.49

was €12.99
€6.49

was €12.99
€6.49

was €12.99
€6.49

The Happiness Habit is written for 
those who are ready to nourish the 

divine beauty of their hearts. Beautifully 
crafted, it is the perfect gift to give 

yourself, or someone you care about.

The Heavenly Habit
Daniel O’Leary

Nothing is beautiful or imaginative 
enough to do justice to the heavenly 

habit of a transforming grace. In this little 
book 10 artists offer their best efforts to 
capture the experience of that blessing.

Holistic Healing
Fr Pat Collins

was €16.99
€8.49

This timely book describes how the gift of 
healing has been rediscovered in recent 

years and stresses the therapeutic power of 
the Eucharist, while addressing questions 

like, ‘why isn’t everyone healed?’

Sending Positive Vibes
Fr Bryan Shortall

Fr Bryan’s memories and reflections are 
interspersed with prayers, stories of Saints, 

and rare insights into the lives of the 
priests and religious who work so 

tirelessly about us.

A Flavour of Kylemore
Valerie O’Sullivan

Today Kylemore Abbey is one of Ireland’s 
best loved visitor attractions. A cookbook 
with a twist, this book gives an exclusive 
peak into one of Ireland’s most intriguing 
estates, along with the nun’s own recipes!

Wild Stories from the Irish Uplands
John G O’Dwyer

was €14.99
€7.49

was €14.99
€7.49

was €14.99
€7.49

As a veteran hiker, John G. O’Dwyer draws 
upon his treasure trove of experiences to 
recount many captivating tales from times 

gone by, from saints and scoundrels to 
rescuers and rebels.

Mystics
Craig Larkin

was €12.99
€6.49

The challenges and spiritual journeys of 
these saints are not only insightful to the 
reader, but also a source of guidance for 

those who seek to understand the mystery 
of God.

Medjugorje and the Eucharist
Wayne Weible

The incredible apparitions of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary at Medjugorje are intimately 
linked with the Holy Eucharist. The heart 
of these pages are personal experiences 

that add to the reader’s faith.

The Church and the Rising
Greg Daly

was €9.99
€4.99

Discover multiple aspects of the 1916 
Easter Rising, including information about 

the rebels’ Catholic faith, the Church’s 
reaction to the rising and the morality of 

revolution.

What Have the Irish Ever Done for Us?
David Forsythe

For centuries, the Irish have had an impact 
on the world far beyond what would be 

expected from a tiny nation, and this book 
will open many people’s eyes to their 

incredible achievements.

Awakening Inner Peace
Sr Stan

was €12.99
€6.49

Structured around the traditional Book of 
Hours, Sr Stan has designed this modern 
version to be more flexible, making it the 
perfect tool to discover spiritual comfort 

and spark prayerful inspiration.

Food, Feast, Fast 
P Fintan Lyons

was €19.99
€9.99

Learn how Christians negotiated the 
relationship between food and religion 

throughout the ages –impressive, excessive, 
and amusing ways – and discover the 

compelling facts behind traditions.

REMEMBER ADD  €4.50 P&P

The Outlaw Christ
John F Deane

In every age, the words and presence of 
Jesus Christ have given people belief 
and hope. This book follows poets in 

their search for the true Christ, from the 
8th century up to our own day.
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The Healing Habit
Daniel O’Leary

Beyond current mindfulness projects, this 
little book is a tonic for your spirit, a 

healing for your heart, a setting-free of 
your precious mind. And therefore it 
carries the promise of a happier life. 

Glencairn Abbey
Valerie O’Sullivan

Through a series of images and words, we 
get a glimpse into the lives of the Sisters of 
St Mary’s Abbey in Glencairn. Their lives are 
a true, living, monastic journey fulfilling the 

motto of St Benedict, ora et labora.

Flight of the Earls
Liam Swords

was €14.99
€7.49

was €14.99
€7.49

was €16.99
€8.49

A detailed but highly readable account of 
the event that saw 99 people embark to 
Spain. The Flight paved the way for the 

Plantation of Ulster, which led to a sectarian 
division that persisted for 400 years.

Padre Pio of Pietralcina
Fr Francesco Napolitano

This revisited biography follows the saint 
from humble beginnings through his life 

of profound sacrifice and goodness. It 
recounts stories of the obstacles he 

overcame and the people he touched.

Glenstal Abbey through the Seasons
Valerie O’Sullivan

was €24.99
€12.49

was €24.99
€12.49

was €24.99
€12.49

was €24.99
€12.49

Gain a rare insight into daily life of 
Benedictine monks based in Glenstal Abbey. 

From the sacred liturgical celebrations to 
the buzz at Glenstal Abbey school, this book 

captures a unique way of life.

Dublin a Photographic Essay
Eddie Mallin

Created over the past decade, this 
collection of photography includes 

images of Dublin’s urban cityscape, its 
beautiful coastal seascapes and luscious 

parkland in black and white images.

Urban Sketcher’s Galway
Róisín Curé

In this beautiful book, local artist Róisín 
Curé captures snapshots of life in the City 

of the Tribes in bold ink and vibrant 
watercolour. Her sketches show the 

beautiful details of Galway in all its colour.

Galway Snapshots
Paul Duffy

was €19.99
€9.99

Unique postcards share an intimate history of 
Galway City from 1890 to 1930. The shots 
range in type from tourist and promotional 

productions to true to life scenes from 
Galway’s history.

Early Irish Saints
Fr John Ó Ríordáin

was €22.99
€11.49

These short essays on well-loved saints 
present a very readable mix of historical fact 

and folklore. The introduction provides a 
useful commentary on what early 

biographers of saints saw as their function.

Vicka Her Story
Finbar O’Leary

was €9.99
€4.99

This is the fullest account yet given by the 
eldest visionary Vicka of her story and 

extraordinary experiences with Our Lady. 
Here, Vicka relays many of the Messages 

which the ‘Queen of Peace’ has given to her.

Give Us Back the Bad Roads 
John Waters

was €19.99
€9.99

John Waters outlines the facts of his departure 
from Irish journalism and finds himself writing 
to his father as he looks back over the arc of 
his life and his escape from the ideological 

cesspit the Dublin media has become.

The Happiness Habit
Daniel O’Leary

was €12.99
€6.49

was €12.99
€6.49

was €12.99
€6.49

was €12.99
€6.49

was €12.99
€6.49

The Happiness Habit is written for 
those who are ready to nourish the 

divine beauty of their hearts. Beautifully 
crafted, it is the perfect gift to give 

yourself, or someone you care about.

The Heavenly Habit
Daniel O’Leary

Nothing is beautiful or imaginative 
enough to do justice to the heavenly 

habit of a transforming grace. In this little 
book 10 artists offer their best efforts to 
capture the experience of that blessing.

Holistic Healing
Fr Pat Collins

was €16.99
€8.49

This timely book describes how the gift of 
healing has been rediscovered in recent 

years and stresses the therapeutic power of 
the Eucharist, while addressing questions 

like, ‘why isn’t everyone healed?’

Sending Positive Vibes
Fr Bryan Shortall

Fr Bryan’s memories and reflections are 
interspersed with prayers, stories of Saints, 

and rare insights into the lives of the 
priests and religious who work so 

tirelessly about us.

A Flavour of Kylemore
Valerie O’Sullivan

Today Kylemore Abbey is one of Ireland’s 
best loved visitor attractions. A cookbook 
with a twist, this book gives an exclusive 
peak into one of Ireland’s most intriguing 
estates, along with the nun’s own recipes!

Wild Stories from the Irish Uplands
John G O’Dwyer

was €14.99
€7.49

was €14.99
€7.49

was €14.99
€7.49

As a veteran hiker, John G. O’Dwyer draws 
upon his treasure trove of experiences to 
recount many captivating tales from times 

gone by, from saints and scoundrels to 
rescuers and rebels.

Mystics
Craig Larkin

was €12.99
€6.49

The challenges and spiritual journeys of 
these saints are not only insightful to the 
reader, but also a source of guidance for 

those who seek to understand the mystery 
of God.

Medjugorje and the Eucharist
Wayne Weible

The incredible apparitions of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary at Medjugorje are intimately 
linked with the Holy Eucharist. The heart 
of these pages are personal experiences 

that add to the reader’s faith.

The Church and the Rising
Greg Daly

was €9.99
€4.99

Discover multiple aspects of the 1916 
Easter Rising, including information about 

the rebels’ Catholic faith, the Church’s 
reaction to the rising and the morality of 

revolution.

What Have the Irish Ever Done for Us?
David Forsythe

For centuries, the Irish have had an impact 
on the world far beyond what would be 

expected from a tiny nation, and this book 
will open many people’s eyes to their 

incredible achievements.

Awakening Inner Peace
Sr Stan

was €12.99
€6.49

Structured around the traditional Book of 
Hours, Sr Stan has designed this modern 
version to be more flexible, making it the 
perfect tool to discover spiritual comfort 

and spark prayerful inspiration.

Food, Feast, Fast 
P Fintan Lyons

was €19.99
€9.99

Learn how Christians negotiated the 
relationship between food and religion 

throughout the ages –impressive, excessive, 
and amusing ways – and discover the 

compelling facts behind traditions.

REMEMBER ADD  €4.50 P&P

The Outlaw Christ
John F Deane

In every age, the words and presence of 
Jesus Christ have given people belief 
and hope. This book follows poets in 

their search for the true Christ, from the 
8th century up to our own day.
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World Report
Pope addresses Communion 
questions on papal flight
The debate about denying 
Communion to politicians 
who support abortion must 
be handled in a pastoral way, 
not by public condemnations 
that seek to “excommunicate” 
Catholics who are not in line 
with Church teaching, Pope 
Francis said.

During his return flight 
from Bratislava, Slovakia, Sep-
tember 15, the Pope said that 
while there is no question 
that “abortion is homicide,” 
bishops must look take a pas-
toral approach rather than 
wade into the political sphere.

“If we look at the history 
of the Church, we can see 
that every time the bishops 
did not act like shepherds 
when dealing with a prob-
lem, they aligned themselves 
with political life, on political 
problems,” he said.

The Pope told journalists 
that when defending a prin-
ciple, some bishops act in a 
way “that is not pastoral” and 
“enter the political sphere.”

“And what should a shep-
herd do? Be a shepherd. Not 
going around condemning,” 
the Pope added. “They must 
be a shepherd, in God’s style, 
which is closeness, compas-
sion and tenderness.”

“A shepherd that doesn’t 
know how to act in God’s 
style slips and enters into 
many things that are not of a 
shepherd.”

The Pope said that he 
preferred not to comment 
directly on the issue of deny-
ing Communion in the United 
States “because I do not know 

the details; I am speaking of 
the principle” of the matter.

When asked if he had ever 
publicly denied Communion 
to someone, Pope Francis 
emphatically said, “No, I have 
never denied the Eucharist 
to anyone; to anyone! I don’t 
know if someone came to me 
under these conditions, but I 
have never refused them the 
Eucharist, since the time I was 
a priest.”

But, he added, “I was never 
aware of anyone in front of 
me under those conditions 
that you mentioned.”

Recalling his apostolic 
exhortat ion,  Evangel i i 

Gaudium, the Pope said that 
“Communion is not a prize 
for the perfect,” but rather “a 
gift, the presence of Jesus in 
his Church and in the com-
munity. That is the theol-
ogy.”

Understood
However, Pope Francis also said 
he understood why the Church 
takes a hard stance because 
accepting abortion “is a bit as 
if daily murder was accepted.”

“Whoever commits an 
abortion, murders,” he said. 
“Take any book on embryol-
ogy, those books on medicine. 
At the third week of concep-

tion, many times before a 
mother even realises it, all the 
organs are there. All of them, 
even their DNA.

“It is a human life. Period,” 
the Pope added. “And this 
human life must be respected. 
This principle is very clear.”

He also recalled the reac-
tion to his apostolic exhorta-
tion Amoris Laetitia, and the 
debates surrounding giving 
Communion to divorced or 
remarried Catholics.

Some called it, “heresy, but 
thank God for Cardinal (Chris-
toph) Schönborn, a great the-
ologian, who cleared a bit the 
chaos,” he said.

IN BRIEF

In response to recent rulings 
by the nation’s Supreme Court 
decriminalising abortion, the 
bishops of Mexico have called 
on the Faithful and people of 
good will throughout the 
country to join a march “for 
women and for life” to be held 

October 3 in Mexico City.
In a September 13 state-

ment, the Mexican bishops’ 
conference encouraged the 
Faithful to invite people to 
the march “at Sunday Masses 
and by other means deemed 
appropriate,” so that “as 

many people as possible” 
attend. 

On September 7, the 
Supreme Court of Justice of 
the Nation invalidated sev-
eral articles that protected life 
from conception in the penal 
code of the state of Coahuila. 

Two days later, the court 
ruled parts of the Sinaloa 
state constitution protecting 
life from conception to be 
unconstitutional. The rulings 
are expected to have wide-
ranging effects throughout 
Mexico. 

A Nigerian Catholic priest kidnapped at 
his parish residence September 13 has 
been freed.

The priest’s liberation was announced 
on September 15 by Fr Emmanuel Uche-
chukwu, chancellor of Kafanchan dio-
cese, in northern Nigeria, reported ACI 
Africa.

“With hearts filled with joy, we raise 
our voices in a symphony of praises as we 
announce the return of our priest, Rev. Fr 
Benson Bulus Luka,” Fr Uchechukwu said.

“Fr Benson was abducted by armed 
persons from his residence at St Mat-

thew’s Parish Anchuna, in Zango Kataf 
Local Government Area, Kaduna State, 
on Monday, September 13, 2021.”

“Barely 24 hours after his kidnap, our 
beloved brother priest was released by 
his abductors.”

Fr Uchechukwu, chancellor of the dio-
cese within the Ecclesiastical Province of 
Kaduna, thanked those who had prayed 
for the priest’s release.

“We want to thank all those that have 
offered prayers and entreaties for the 
quick release of our brother priest and 
others who are still in the dens of their 

kidnappers,” he said.
“We pray to God to hasten the release 

of those who are still in the hands of 
their captors.”

Fr Uchechukwu encouraged priests to 
celebrate Masses of thanksgiving follow-
ing Fr Luka’s release.

Nigeria has experienced rising inse-
curity since 2009, when Boko Haram, 
one of Africa’s largest Islamist groups, 
launched an insurgency seeking to turn 
Africa’s most populous country into an 
Islamic state.

Catholic diocese rejoices as priest is freed day after kidnapping

Mexican bishops announce march for ‘women’ and ‘life’

l Rome wasn’t built in a 
day, but Lego architect 
Rocco Buttliere had three 
months, which definitely 
gave him a running start 
over Julius Caesar.
Working quietly in his 
Chicago-area home during 
the lull of the pandemic in 
2020, Mr Buttliere cobbled 
together 67,000 tiny, plastic 
Lego pieces to create an 
improbably realistic 3D 
replica of Vatican City State. 
The 1:650 scale model 
is so faithful to the 
cobblestones shaded by 

Bernini’s colonnade that 
it even includes a tiny red 
tile marking the top-floor 
window of the Apostolic 
Palace from which Pope 
Francis recites the Angelus 
each Sunday. 
For a kid who began playing 
with his two older brothers’ 
LEGO sets as child and who 
even brought his Legos to 
college while pursuing a 
degree in architecture, those 
800 hours he spent last 
year were the cornerstones 
of one his greatest artistic 
achievements.

l Catholic leaders in Belarus 
welcomed a new head for its 
archdiocese after a nine-
month interregnum, although 
some activists warned the 
new archbishop could be 
constrained in opposing 
repression in the former 
Soviet republic. 
Pope Francis named 
Auxiliary Bishop Iosif 
Staneuski, 52, of Grodno as 
archbishop of Minsk-Mohilev 
September 14. He succeeds 
Archbishop Tadeusz 
Kondrusiewicz, who retired 

in January after four months 
of government-imposed 
exile. 
Father Yuri Sanko, 
spokesman for the 
Belarusian bishops’ 
conference, said Archbishop 
Staneuski has “always 
presented himself as a 
true pastor for everyone. 
As someone who lives 
entirely for the Church, he’s 
a worthy candidate for this 
key position who’ll be able to 
lead the Church toward new 
ways of developing”.

l Catholic bishops in Guinea 
criticised the country’s 
September 5 military 
coup and called for the 
unconditional release of 
deposed President Alpha 
Condé as well as all those 
arrested with him. 
“The conference expresses 
its deep concern for the 
political developments that 
have taken place in the 
Republic of Guinea following 
the coup d’état of September 
5, 2021, and for their 

consequences on regional 
peace and stability and 
condemns, with the utmost 
force, the military coup,” the 
bishops said in a statement 
September 8. 
The regional Economic 
Community of West African 
States, commonly known 
as ECOWAS, suspended 
Guinea from membership 
after the coup and has 
threatened economic 
sanctions if the military does 
not release Mr Condé, 83.

l At the start of a new 
academic year, uncertainty 
clouds the future of Catholic 
schools in Lebanon. 
Amid the country’s economic 
meltdown, Catholic schools 
have exhausted their 
resources, and their future 
is at risk. Of Lebanon’s 330 
Catholic schools, educating 
nearly 200,000 students, 
80% of the schools are 
under the risk of closing, said 
Melkite Father Youssef Nasr, 
secretary-general of Catholic 

schools in Lebanon. 
“We are facing this crisis 
with empty pockets,” Fr 
Nasr told CNS. 
“We are under tremendous 
pressure.” 
In-school learning in 
Lebanon has been 
disrupted for two years, 
first by nationwide protests 
that swept the country in 
October 2019, followed 
by Covid-19 lockdown 
measures.

Architect turns 67,000 Lego 
pieces into Vatican City State

New Belarusian archbishop 
welcomed amid ongoing 
repression

Guinean bishops express 
concerns after coup

Lebanon’s Catholic schools 
face ‘crisis with empty pockets’

Pope Francis answers questions from journalists aboard his flight from Bratislava, Slovakia, 
to Rome September 15. Photo: CNS.
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Pope to lay associations: Be 
aware of the apostolic power 
you have
l Pope Francis opened his discourse to moderators of 
associations of the Faithful, ecclesial movements and 
new communities, gathered for a meeting organised 
by the Dicastery for the Laity, the Family and Life, by 
thanking all those present for being there. 
“And thank you for your presence as lay men and 
women, young and old, committed to living and 
witnessing to the Gospel in the ordinary realities of life, 
in your work, in so many different contexts – educational, 
social, and so on – this is the vast field of your 
apostolate, it is your evangelisation”, added the Pope.
The Pope noted that in the recent months of the 
pandemic, “you have seen with your own eyes and 
touched with your own hands the suffering and anguish 
of so many men and women...especially in the poorest 
countries, where many of you are present”. 
The Pope further expressed his gratitude to them, 
because, he said, “you did not stop”. 

Vatican Vatican 
rounduproundup

l Pope Francis has 
declined the resignation 
of a German archbishop, 
the apostolic nunciature in 
Berlin announced.
The nunciature said on 
September 15 that 
the Pope had asked 
Archbishop Stefan Heße 
to remain as archbishop 
of Hamburg, northern 
Germany, following a 
Vatican investigation into 
his handling of abuse 
cases, reported CNA 
Deutsch.
The nunciature explained 
that the probe had found 
organisational deficiencies 
and procedural errors by 
Archbishop Heße, but “the 
investigation did not show 
that these were committed 
with the intention of 
covering up cases of 
sexual abuse”.
It said that “the basic 
problem” was a “lack of 
attention and sensitivity 
toward those affected 

by abuse” within 
Cologne archdiocese’s 
administrative apparatus.
Archbishop 
Heße announced in March 
that he was offering 
his resignation to Pope 
Francis and requesting 
“immediate release” from 
all duties.
The archbishop made 
a brief declaration live 
on YouTube, saying: “I 
am of the firm conviction 
that taking responsibility is 
part of our duty to actively 
deal with this dark chapter 
in the best possible way 
and to move towards a 
better future for everyone, 
first and foremost for the 
victims themselves.”
“I have never participated 
in any cover-up. 
Nevertheless, I am willing 
to bear my share of 
responsibility for the failure 
of the system,” Archbishop 
Heße said.

Resignation of German Catholic 
archbishop declined

Court date set for Finnish MP facing 
jail after tweeting Bible verse
A court in Finland has 
announced the date of a hear-
ing to determine whether a 
former government minister 
should be jailed after tweet-
ing a Bible verse.

The Helsinki District Court 
said that the case involving 
Päivi Räsänen, a physician and 
mother of five, will be heard 
on January 24, 2022.

According to ADF Inter-
national, a Christian legal 
group that is supporting 
her, Ms Räsänen could be 
given a two-year prison sen-
tence or a fine for the tweet, 
after the Finnish Prosecu-
tor General filed criminal 

charges against her on April 
29.

Ms Räsänen said: “I await 
the court proceedings with 
a calm mind, confident that 
Finland will respect the 
freedom of expression and 
religion enshrined in funda-
mental rights and interna-
tional conventions.

“I will not back down 
from my conviction based 
on the Bible and I am ready 
to defend freedom of expres-
sion and religion in all neces-
sary courts.

“I cannot accept that voic-
ing religious beliefs could 
mean imprisonment. I will 

defend my right to confess 
my faith, so that no one else 
would be deprived of their 
right to freedom of religion 
and speech.”

The Prosecutor General 
charged Ms Räsänen, who 
served as Finland’s interior 
minister from 2011 to 2015, 
with incitement against a 
minority group, arguing that 
her statements were “likely to 
cause intolerance, contempt, 
and hatred towards homo-
sexuals”.

The 61-year-old MP, who 
was chairwoman of the 
Christian Democrats party 
from 2004 to 2015, is an 

active member of the Finn-
ish Lutheran Church. But 
she questioned her Church’s 
sponsorship of an LGBT pride 
event in 2019.

On June 17, 2019, she asked 
in a Twitter post how the 
sponsorship was compatible 
with the Bible, linking to a 
photograph of a biblical pas-
sage, Romans 1:24-27, on Ins-
tagram. She also posted the 
text and image on Facebook.

“The purpose [of] my tweet 
was in no way to insult sexual 
minorities. My criticism was 
aimed at the leadership of the 
Church,” she told the journal 
First Things last year.

Live Action says Google’s removal of pro-life ads ‘unprecedented’
According to US pro-life group Live 
Action, the search engine Google can-
celled its advertisements for abortion 
pill reversal services. The act is further 
evidence of Google’s pro-abortion biases, 
a leading pro-life activist told CNA. 

“In a dramatic and unprecedented 
move, Google has sided squarely with 
extremist pro-abortion political ideol-
ogy, banning the pro-life counterpoint 
and life-saving information from being 
promoted on their platform,” Live Action 
founder Lila Rose told CNA in a state-
ment. 

Ms Rose said that Google was no 
longer “hiding their bias”, and that the 
censorship of the advertisements “baldly 
reveals that the corporation is in the 
pocket of the abortion industry”.

On September 13, Ms Rose said, 
Google “disapproved” all of Live 
Action’s advertisements for abortion 
pill reversal, claiming they were “unre-
liable” and contained false information. 
The advertisements had been running 
for over four months and had previ-
ously been approved by Google, she 
said.

Ms Rose disputed Google’s label of 
“unreliable claims”, noting that the 
abortion pill reversal regimen uses pro-
gesterone treatment that has been FDA-
approved to prevent miscarriages. She 
said Google “obviously failed to under-
stand” what abortion pill reversal actu-
ally entails.

Banning the ads, she said, will have 
“devastating” consequences for women 
and girls who may turn to the search 
engine after regretting taking the first 
dose of the medication abortion regi-
men.

A model city

Rocco Buttliere, a LEGO architect from Chicago, is seen next to the Vatican City State replica he created from 67,000 Lego 
pieces. Photo: CNS.

Edited by Jason Osborne
jason@irishcatholic.ie

Pope Francis thanks Mary for 
visit to Budapest and Slovakia
l The Pope’s traditional visits to the Basilica of St Mary Major 
act like bookends to his Apostolic Journeys.
He pops in for a moment one or two evenings before he leaves 
to ask Our Lady’s protection, and then zigzags across Rome 
for another stop on his way to the Vatican from the airport to 
thank her.
The same occurred last Wednesday afternoon as Pope 
Francis returned from Bratislava.
According to the Holy See Press Office, the Pope prayed for a 
while before the ancient icon of Maria Salus Populi Romani. 
He also laid a bouquet of flowers on the altar at her feet in 
gratitude.
“After landing at Ciampino airport, Pope Francis stopped 
to pray at the Basilica of St Mary Major, before the icon of 
the Mary Salus Populi Romani,” said a press statement. 
“Afterwards he returned to the Vatican.”
The image of the “Salvation of the Roman people” is housed in 
the Basilica’s Borghese chapel.
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LetterfromRome

John L. Allen

There’s a famous scene in 
Woody Allen’s classic 1977 
movie Annie Hall in which 
he and Diane Keaton are 

having separate sessions with a cou-
ples’ counsellor, and their exchanges 
are shown on a split screen. When 
the therapist asks how often they’re 
intimate, Allen says, “Hardly ever, 
maybe three times a week,” and Kea-
ton replies, “Constantly, I’d say three 
times a week.”

The point is that often two people 
can look at exactly the same set of 
facts and draw diametrically oppos-
ing conclusions.

The thought comes to mind in 
light of a small news item out of the 
Vatican this week, one which didn’t 
really make any waves against the 
backdrop of the latest papal press 
conference and Francis’s words on 
abortion and communion, gay mar-
riage, COVID vaccines, and so on.

Appointed
The news is that a new bishop has 
been appointed in Wuhan, China, 
under the terms of the controver-
sial “provision agreement” signed 
by the Vatican and the Chinese gov-
ernment in September 2018. Bishop 
Francis Cui Qingqi, 57, becomes the 
sixth Chinese bishop named under 
the terms of the agreement, and the 
fourth since the deal was renewed 
by both Rome and Beijing last Octo-
ber for another two years.

According to Vatican spokes-
man Matteo Bruni, Pope Francis 
appointed Bishop Qingqi as the 
bishop of the Diocese of Hankou/
Wuhan on June 23 and his episcopal 
ordination took place on September 
8 in Wuhan.

❛❛For the first time 
since the Communist 
takeover in China in 
1949, all the country’s 
Catholic bishops are 
now both accepted by 
the government and in 
communion with the 
Pope”

On its own, the news probably 
would be of passing global inter-
est since Wuhan is the city where 
the first Covid cases were reported 
and where some conspiracy theo-
rists continue to believe the virus 
escaped from a research lab and 
the truth of the matter is being 
covered up by the Chinese govern-
ment.

What has garnered more atten-
tion in the Catholic world, however, 

❛❛The news is that a new bishop has been appointed 
in Wuhan, China, under the terms of the controversial 
‘provision agreement’ signed by the Vatican and the 
Chinese government in September 2018”

Critics, supporters of Vatican’s China 
deal have an ‘Annie Hall’ moment

is that Bishop Qingqi apparently is 
very much a government man. In 
2016 he became deputy secretary 
of China’s state-sponsored bishops’ 
conference, considered by critics to 
be a rump organisation beholden 
to the state, and in 2018 he became 
the regional president of the Chi-
nese Catholic Patriotic Association 
for Hubei, a body that effectively 
supervises and controls the Church 
on behalf of the government.

Since 2012, Bishop Qingqi has 
led a five-member “management 
committee” for the Diocese of 
Wuhan imposed by the govern-
ment, a decidedly non-canonical 
form of ecclesiastical leadership, 
but one with which Bishop Qingqi 
obviously was willing to go along 
to keep the peace.

Same profile
Critics of the China deal note that 
Bishop Qingqi basically has the same 
profile as the other five prelates 
appointed under its terms, mean-
ing clerics known for being close 
to the government and unlikely to 
rock the boat. They suspected from 
the beginning the provisional agree-

ment was nothing more than a tool 
for China’s Communist authorities to 
extend their control over the Church 
and to muzzle critics of Chinese poli-
cies such as retired Cardinal Joseph 
Zen, and this string of new bishops 
has done nothing but confirm those 
reservations.

❛❛On its own, the 
news probably would 
be of passing global 
interest since Wuhan 
is the city where the 
first Covid cases were 
reported”

Yet the Vatican architects of the 
deal likely will look at the same 
situation and draw a very differ-
ent conclusion. What they would 
say is that for the first time since 
the Communist takeover in China 
in 1949, all the country’s Catholic 
bishops are now both accepted by 
the government and in communion 
with the Pope.

Last October, as the deadline 
for renewal of the China deal was 

nearing, I sat down with British 
Archbishop Paul Gallagher, the Vat-
ican’s Secretary for Relations with 
States and effectively the head of 
the Vatican diplomatic corps. In 
our conversation, he laid out the 
logic for the provision agreement.

Remember
“We have to remember, something 
had to happen,” Archbishop Gal-
lagher told me. “Otherwise, we 
would have found ourselves – not 
immediately, but ten years down 
the line – with very few bishops, 
if any, still in communion with the 
Pope. If we don’t begin now, that’s 
the future.”

“The fact we have managed 
to get all the bishops of China in 
communion with the Holy Father 
for the first time since the 1950s, 
and that the Chinese authorities 
allow the Pope a modest say in 
the appointment of bishops but 
ultimately the final word, is quite 
remarkable,” he said.

Archbishop Gallagher readily 
conceded the arrangement is far 
from ideal. Among other things, 
he said it’s extremely difficult to 

vet candidates for bishops’ jobs in 
China because the Vatican doesn’t 
have an ambassador there, who 
usually collects information before 
an appointment is made, and other 
channels of communication are 
few and far between, especially 
ones not controlled by the state.

Nevertheless, he insisted it’s 
the right choice to ensure the 
long-term future of the Church in 
China.

❛❛ It’s extremely 
difficult to vet 
candidates for bishops’ 
jobs in China because 
the Vatican doesn’t 
have an ambassador 
there”

“Who knows what obstacles are 
ahead of us in the next few years?” 
he said. “We don’t know. But as 
things stand at the moment, we do 
have, slowly, the possibility of mov-
ing forward.”

In other words, if upholders and 
critics of the China deal had therapy 
sessions this week, their exchanges 
about the new Wuhan bishop might 
have gone as follows.

Critic: “He’s a government man, 
it’s terrible.”

Upholder: “He’s a government 
man, it’s better than the alterna-
tive.”

And that, in a nutshell, is the 
crux of the debate.

A main street in Wuhan, China. A new 
bishop has been installed in China’s 
Wuhan Diocese, which has not had a 
bishop since 2007. Photo: CNS.
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John Lavenburg

As thousands of migrants 
congregate underneath 
the Del Rio International 
Bridge, the Archbishop of 

San Antonio says the archdiocese 
will help however possible, but 
he fears an already overwhelming 
situation for the border city will 
get worse.

The number of migrants under-
neath the bridge grew to more 
than 8,000 last Thursday with 
some reports indicating more 
than 9,000. Del Rio Mayor Bruno 
Lozano said September 15 that 
there were at least 20,000 more 
migrants en route from Mexico.

“To hear the numbers in the 
past few hours it’s really over-
whelming,” Archbishop Gustavo 
García-Siller of San Antonio 
told Crux Thursday afternoon. 
“For many years we have been 
serving migrants and refugees 
in Del Rio but now it is a bit 
overwhelming and the city itself 
does not have the capacity to 
absorb.”

❛❛The number 
of asylum seekers 
in Del Rio has 
steadily increased 
throughout the 
week with the 
majority coming 
from Haiti, with a 
smaller number 
arriving from Cuba 
and Venezuela”

Archbishop García-Siller noted 
that Del Rio is only a “small piece” 
of the Texas-Mexico border, there-
fore it doesn’t have the infrastruc-
ture to process this high volume 
of migrants unlike other border 
cities like Brownsville, McAllen 
and El Paso.

For example, in McAllen the 
Catholic Charities of the Rio 
Grande Valley Humanitarian 
Respite Center has a capacity of 
about 1,200 and of late has helped 
800-900 migrants on a daily basis. 
There isn’t a centre in Del Rio 
with that kind of capacity.

Dr García-Siller explained that 
it’s also difficult for Del Rio to 
transport migrants inland to San 
Antonio, a city better suited to 
handle the processing, because 
it’s “three and a half hours from 
here to there and there’s not 
much in between.” He added that 
they’re simultaneously trying to 
accommodate about 800 refugees 
from Afghanistan, further compli-
cating the situation.

The number of asylum seekers 
in Del Rio has steadily increased 
throughout the week with the 
majority coming from Haiti, with 
a smaller number arriving from 

US-Mexico border facing 
a ‘humanitarian crisis’

Cuba and Venezuela. Haiti has 
faced two tragedies in recent 
months: President Jovenel Moïse 
was assassinated in July, then a 
7.2 magnitude in August that de-
stroyed buildings and homes and 
killed thousands.

Humanitarian crisis
“This is a humanitarian crisis,” Dr 
García-Siller said. “To hear that 
people are coming not from the 
typical places – El Salvador, Hon-
duras, Guatemala – but they’re 
coming from Haiti, Cuba and Ven-
ezuela means these people must 
be in desperate situations trying 
to find a better life.”

The archbishop said over the 
past few days people with the 
archdiocese have been helping 
prepare food for the migrants and 
will continue to be a presence.

“We will be open to do all that 
we can for people,” Dr García-
Siller said.

He admitted, however, that in the 
coming days the response is likely 
going to take collaboration between 
different organisations – nonprofits, 
interfaith groups – to try and get a 
handle on the situation.

Dr García-Siller said another 
challenge will be a more com-
plicated language barrier with 
people coming from Haiti that 
speak French. The Archdiocese of 
San Antonio is using a connection 
it established with people from 
the Congo to create dialogue with 
the migrants, he said.

❛❛Dr García-Siller 
put the onus on 
the government 
for creating this 
situation by not 
working towards 
immigration 
reform”

The Texas and federal govern-
ments last Thursday went back 
and forth over how they were 
handling the situation. Texas Gov. 
Greg Abbott initially ordered state 
law enforcement agencies to shut 
down six points of entry along the 
southern border. Governor Abbott 
then released a statement an hour 

later that the Biden administra-
tion had “flip-flopped” to a differ-
ent strategy.

The Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety corroborated Governor 
Abbott’s claim on social media 
claiming that the US Customs and 
Border Protection asked them to 
assist in shutting down ports of 
entry in Del Rio before being told 
that was no longer a part of the 
plan.

Department of 
Homeland Security
Dennis Smith, a spokesperson 
for the CBP, told the Texas Tri-
bune that the agency hadn’t been 
told to shut down ports of entry, 
and that they were coordinating 
efforts with the Department of 
Homeland Security, other federal, 
state and local partners to address 
the situation.

Dr García-Siller put the onus 
on the government for creating 
this situation by not working 
towards immigration reform. 
The House Judiciary Committee 
earlier this week approved mea-
sures for the forthcoming budget 
reconciliation bill that would be a 

step towards immigration reform, 
though he questions politicians’ 
real concern for the border.

“There’s not been an attempt 
to resolve the situation, to think 
about the situation, to bring 
reflection and be critical about 
it, especially from the top,” Dr 
García-Siller said. “We don’t see a 
real engagement and so for what 
is going on right now we need 
that kind of engagement if we 
want to do something,”

❛❛But cautioned 
they will need to buy 
more infrastructure 
because the way 
it’s going ‘this is not 
going to end’”

The archbishop said the arch-
diocese is finalising the purchase 
of property in Del Rio to create a 
new migrant centre, but cau-
tioned they will need to buy more 
infrastructure because the way it’s 
going “this is not going to end.”

Asylum-seeking migrants from Central 
America do their laundry in the public 

square of Reynosa, Mexico, near the Texas 
border, August 27. Photo CNS.
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Junno Arocho Esteves

On paper, Pope 
Francis’ apostolic 
visit to Hungary 
and Slovakia was 

pretty standard as papal trips 
go: outdoor Masses, meeting 
with dignitaries, visiting poor 
and marginalised popula-
tions and of course, answer-
ing questions from journalists 
aboard the papal flight.

Nevertheless, issues such 
as vaccine scepticism, migra-
tion, same-sex “marriage,” 
and denying Communion 
to Catholics who publicly 
support abortion attracted 
worldwide attention to what 
was believed to be a low-key 
trip.

The Catholic Church has 
not been spared the effects 
of the increased polarisation 
on the issues plaguing the 
world, a reality Pope Francis 
showed he was keenly aware 
of in his first two speeches in 
Budapest.

During his meeting with 
Hungary’s Ecumenical Coun-
cil of Churches, the Pope used 
the country’s famed Széche-
nyi Chain Bridge, which links 
the eastern and western sides 
of Budapest along the Danube 
River, as a metaphor for how 
the Church should manoeu-
vre in an increasingly divided 
world.

Together
“The bridge does not fuse 
those two parts together, but 
rather holds them together. 
That is how it should be with 
us, too,” the Pope told the 
ecumenical gathering Sep-
tember 12.

“A bridge unites. In this 
sense, it reminds us of the 

concept, so fundamental in 
Scripture, of covenant. The 
God of the covenant asks us 
not to yield to separatism or 
partisan interests. He does 
not want us to ally ourselves 
with some at the expense of 
others. Rather, he wants indi-
viduals and communities to 
be bridges of fellowship with 
all,” he added.

Metaphor
He doubled down on the 
metaphor when speaking to 
the country’s bishops, urging 
the Church in Hungary to “be 
a builder of bridges and an 
advocate of dialogue.”

❛❛The bridge 
does not fuse those 
two parts together, 
but rather holds 
them together. That 
is how it should be 
with us, too”

The word “pontifex” 
means pontiff, but it also 
means “bridge-builder” and, 
throughout his visit, Pope 
Francis tried to put his words 
into practice in the hopes of 
showing that differences of 
opinions on hot-button issues 
do not preclude dialogue and 
engagement.

Among the many issues 
that put his skills to the 
test was his meeting with 
the Hungarian leadership, 
including Viktor Orbán, the 
country’s outspoken prime 
minister who stands at odds 
with the Pope’s views on 
immigration.

However, while media 
reports leading up to the 

meeting envisioned a conten-
tious tête-à-tête on immigra-
tion, the Pope deflated those 
expectations and said the 
discussions revolved around 
common ground issues.

Specifically, the Pope 
praised Hungary’s environ-
mental policies as well as 
government subsidies to 
encourage families to have 
more children.

Speaking to journalists 
aboard the papal flight back to 
Rome September 15, the Pope 
also said he spoke mainly 
with Hungarian President 
János Áder, while Mr Orbán 
and Deputy Prime Minister 
Zsolt Semjén occasionally 
“added some specifics.”

“On migration, nothing, 
no. We didn’t talk about it,” 
he said. “It was a good cli-
mate. And it lasted quite a bit, 
I think 35-40 minutes.”

In a September 13 inter-
view with Hungary’s Kos-
suth Radio, Mr Semjén said 
the Pope “was delighted that 
the number of abortions 
dropped, while the number 
of marriages increased in 
Hungary.”

He also said the Pope was 
told that Hungary was “under 
attack from Brussels,” the 
administrative centre of the 
European Union, because of 
the country’s family policies, 
which some believe are dis-
criminatory against migrants 
and same-sex couples.

“His Holiness said that 
‘family is a father, a mother, 
a child, period,’” Mr Semjén 
said.

Divisive
While divisive issues con-
tinue to shake both the unity 
of the world and of the uni-

Papal trip tests limits 
of being a ‘pontifex’

Pope Francis exchanges gifts with 
Slovak President Zuzana Caputová 

during a courtesy visit at the 
presidential palace in Bratislava, 

Slovakia, September 13.

Pope Francis accepts flowers from a girl as he arrives at the international airport in Budapest, 
Hungary, September 12. Looking on are Cardinal Péter Erdo of Esztergom-Budapest and 
Zsolt Semjén, deputy prime minister of Hungary, pictured behind the Pope.

Pope Francis meets with representatives of the 
Ecumenical Council of Churches and several Jewish 
communities of Hungary at the Museum of Fine Arts 
in Budapest, Hungary, September 12. Photos: CNS.

versal Church, Pope Francis’ 
visits to Hungary and Slo-
vakia aimed to show that a 
bridge is only as good as the 
chain that holds it together.

“The bridge has yet 

another lesson to teach us,” 
the Pope told members of 
the ecumenical council. “It 
is supported by great chains 
made up of many rings. We 
are those rings, and each of 

us is essential to the chain.”
“We can no longer live 

apart, without making an 
effort to know one another, 
prey to suspicion and con-
flict,” he said.
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Pope Francis greets a baby during a meeting with 
the Roma community in the Luník IX neighbourhood 
in Košice, Slovakia, September 14.

Pope Francis speaks during 
a meeting with the Roma 
community in the Luník IX 
neighbourhood in Košice, 
Slovakia, September 14.

Pope Francis greets the crowd during a meeting with young 
people at Lokomotiva Stadium in Košice, Slovakia, September 14.

Pope Francis celebrates a Byzantine Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom at Mestská športová 
hala Square in Prešov, Slovakia, September 14.

Pope Francis greets the crowd as he arrives to celebrate the closing Mass of 
the International Eucharistic Congress at Heroes’ Square in Budapest, Hungary, 
September 12.

Pope Francis meets with Hungarian President 
János Áder and Hungarian Prime Minister 
Viktor Orbán at the Museum of Fine Arts in 
Budapest, Hungary, September 12.



28 | Opinion || The Irish Catholic, September 23, 2021

Review of abortion legislation must address alternatives 
Letter of the week

Letters Post to: Letters to the Editor, The Irish Catholic, 
Unit 3b, Bracken Business Park, Bracken Road, Sandyford, 

Dublin 18, D18 K277 or email: letters@irishcatholic.ie 

Dear Editor, In September 1983 the 
Eighth Amendment was passed by the 
Irish people with 66.9% support. Despite 
that clear decision, a large number of 
pro-abortion campaigners persistently 
ignored that mandate, not for three 
years, but for more than three decades.

In 2018, following a campaign in 
which the Irish public were misled by 
pro-abortion politicians and campaign-
ers regarding the consequences of 
repeal, the Eighth was repealed and 
afterwards abortion on demand was 
legalised in Ireland. Despite this horrific 
outcome, pro-life advocates will con-
tinue to fight for justice and equality for 

all people, born and unborn.
Three years later we can now see 

the deadly consequences of repeal. 
The numbers of Irish abortions have 
increased dramatically, and some babies 
have even lost their lives in horrific late 
term abortions in Irish hospitals. The 
abortion legislation has trampled on 
healthcare workers’ right to freedom 
of conscience, and repeal of the Eighth 
is now being used as an excuse by 
pro-abortion campaigners to threaten 
freedom of expression. 

The 2018 abortion legislation is now up 
for its three-year review. For this review to 
be genuine, fair and unbiased, it must be 

willing to look at, and tackle, the out-
come of the current liberal Irish abortion 
law, such as the increase in the abortion 
rate and the horrific consequences of 
late-term abortions on babies, women 
and medical staff. The review must also 
address the failure of the Government to 
provide women with unplanned pregnan-
cies with positive alternatives to abortion. 
It must not just be a device to further 
promote and widen the availability of this 
deadly procedure in Ireland.

Yours etc.,
Sean O Domhnaill, 

Galway For Life,
Galway City, Galway

All letters should include 
the writer’s full name, postal 
address and telephone 
numbers (day and evening). 
Letter writers may receive a 
subsequent telephone call 
from The Irish Catholic as 
part of our authentication 
process which does not 
amount to a commitment to 
publish.

We regret that we 
cannot give prior notice of 
a letter’s publication date, 
acknowledge unpublished 
letters or discuss the 

merits of letters. We do not 
publish pseudonyms or 
other formulae to conceal 
the writer’s identity, such 
as “name and address 
with editor”. We do not 
print letters addressed 
to someone else, open 
letters, or verse. Letters to 
the Editor should only be 
sent to The Irish Catholic, 
and not other publications. 
Letters should not exceed 
300 words and may be 
shortened for space 
requirements.

Letters to the Editor

What do you think? Join in the conversation  
on The Irish Catholic Facebook page

Each week we publish a selection of comments 
from The Irish Catholic Facebook page

acebook community

Dear Editor, During the pandemic in 
particular, certain areas of Dublin looked 
post-apocalyptic. The streets were empty 
except for homeless people and the odd 
Deliveroo driver. The foodbanks were full 
and those afflicted with drug addictions 
roamed the streets asking any person that 
happened to be around for change. With-
out a doubt, the pandemic has exposed 
the sheer extent of the issue of homeless-
ness and drug addiction. 

Bro. Kevin says the Capuchins, who 
run the Capuchin Day Centre which 
feeds the homeless, are doing all 
they can to alleviate the housing and 
homelessness crisis on your front page 
[IC 02/09/2021]. This was a response 
to the Government asking the Church 

to identify land that could be used for 
housing. It is bizarre that many, many 
politicians speak about the need for 
the separation of Church and State 
but then turn to the Church to ask for 
land. I believe this was a cynical move 
considering the letter was leaked to 
the media before it had even reached 
Archbishop Eamon Martin. I think they 
were trying to fuel the belief that the 
Church has huge swathes of land and 
shift the blame for the housing crisis, 
even though the Government has huge 
amounts of land that they are unpre-
pared to use for social and affordable 
housing. It was even mentioned in the 
letter that some Catholic prelates had 
spoken out about the housing crisis, 

perhaps this letter was hitting back 
against that criticism? If so,a very 
immature move. 

The Church, in the past, present and 
future has helped those suffering from 
homelessness and addiction. It has 
continued to do this, whether that be by 
supporting the homeless on the frontline 
or even selling land so that it may be used 
for social and affordable housing. It is 
the lack of political will and ingenuity of 
subsequent governments for more than a 
decade that has caused the housing crisis 
to continue, don’t point the finger at the 
Church!

Yours etc.,
Seán Connolly
Cork City, Cork

State can’t shift blame on Church for housing crisis

Dear Editor, The article 
regarding child-marriage 
laws in the Philippines 
was harrowing to read [IC 
09/09/2021]. I could never 
do the work that Fr Shay 
Cullen does as it would be 
far too upsetting but I sup-
port him wholeheartedly in 
his battle against the grave 
injustices, perpetrated by 
corrupt and evil people, 
against the children of the 
Philippines. 

Considering it is 2021, we 
are in a modern era of human 
rights, science etc. how can 
it be that the sexual age of 

consent in the Philippines is 
just 12 years of age? Fr Cullen 
has spoken on many occasions 
of the need to stop sexual 
tourism of paedophiles to the 
Philippines who specifically 
target children. 

On this occasion he was 
speaking out against a bill 
against ‘baby brides’ which 
is being delayed by the 
country’s House of Repre-
sentatives. The bill would 
raise the age of consent to 
16. It’s horrific to think that 
children as young as 12 are 
being sold to men twice the 
age and more for ‘marriage’. 

As Fr Cullen describes it, 
“it’s a cover for paedophilia” 
which has been going on for 
generations. 

The global community 
should be putting more pres-
sure on the Philippines to 
introduce this bill and to stop 
children being abused, this 
is not a time to turn a blind 
eye. I would like to include, as 
was included in the original 
article, the email addresses 
for two politicians who must 
be pushed to stop delaying 
this important bill. The email 
addresses are for: House 
Speaker Lord Allan Velasco at 

speakerlordvelasco@house.
gov.ph or lavmarinduqueph@
gmail.com and Senate Presi-
dent Vicente C Sotto III at 
os_sotto@yahoo.com.

While some of the ruling 
powers in the Philippines 
have chosen to stay silent 
on the issue, that does not 
mean every one else should, 
especially for an outrageous, 
diabolic situation like this 
which seems to be happening 
under the international com-
munity’s nose.

Yours etc.,
Mary O’Reilly

Blanchardstown, Co. Dublin

Pressurise Philippines’ politicians to stop child marriage

Dear Editor, There have been some terrific 
stories in the media recently about babies 
who were found on the street, adopted and 
then went on to have full and successful lives. 
The question needs to be asked, if such seem-
ingly inconvenient pregnancies had occurred 
in our own day, rather than in the 1960s, is it 
likely that there would have been such happy 
outcomes? Clearly, some of the changes we 
have made to our society were not for the 
better!

Yours etc.,
Eamon Fitzpatrick,

Strandhill Road, Sligo

Dear Editor, I always enjoy reading Dad’s Diary but was sad-
dened to read how healthy schoolchildren are already having 
their school year disrupted. This is not the cause of the virus 
but rather NPHET/HSE policy of not allowing antigen testing. 
Parents could use these when they deemed it necessary, to 
find out if their children were infectious, instead of the HSE 
being in total control through PCR testing.

Irish school children have endured the longest total school 
closure of all EU countries. Compare this to Sweden, where, 
from the early stages of the pandemic, they mandated that all 
schoolchildren under 16 years continue to attend school (and 
without masking), in an effort to follow the science while 
keeping life as normal as possible for the children. 

Surely testing healthy children for a virus they are at no 
risk from only serves to raise anxiety levels amongst chil-
dren? Is this the type of society we want for our children? 

Yours etc.,
Ann Gillanders 

Ballybough, Dublin 3

What are the criteria for a ‘just’ war?

Where ever there is riches to be gained, the elite will always 
find a reason for war. – Patrick J Cowley

This morning at 8am Mass our second lector (a retired US 
Army captain) was proud to pray for the military as one of 
the prayers of the faithful - especially since his old squad 
are currently on UN peace keeping duties on Israel’s border. 
Since moving to the USA I’ve learned the expression “hate 
the war, love the soldier” which creates an environment in 
which we can sometimes waive our St Augustine philosophy 
of ‘just war’ and simply ensure that we provide Christian 
care for the returning warrior. I’m going to suggest that we 
suspend any judgment on recent conflicts and ask that you 
all say a prayer for IDF in the south and the Royal Irish in the 
north… along with the US and all soldiers who have to serve 
overseas away from loved ones. – Conor Donnelly

Sorrow, pain and heartbreak. – Myra Grennan

Testing healthy 
children will raise 
anxiety levels

Not all societal 
changes have been 
for the better
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Around the world

LEBANON: Cardinal Bechara Rai, Maronite patriarch, speaks 
during the opening of the annual conference of Catholic schools 
in Lebanon at College Notre Dame de Louaize in Zouk Mosbeh, 
September 15. Photos: CNS.

USA: Seminarians sing during a Mass September 16, marking 
the 125th anniversary of the opening of St Joseph’s Seminary in 
Yonkers, NY St Joseph’s is presently educating 65 seminarians 
for priestly ministry in the Archdiocese of New York.

▲

▲

CANADA: A priest distributes Communion during Mass at St Francis Church in celebration 
of the Western Festival in Saint-Tite, Quebec, September 12. The Western-themed festival is 
held in September.

SOUTH SUDAN: An altar server swings a censer in a procession during Mass inside the 
Protection of Civilians area inside the United Nations base in Malakal. Some 35,000 people 
live in the camp, protected by UN peacekeeping troops

GUINEA: Prisoners who were detained after campaigning against ousted Guinean President 
Alpha Condé’s third term react after they were released in Conakry, September 7. Catholic 
bishops in Guinea have criticised the country’s military coup and called for the unconditional 
release of Condé as well as all those arrested with him.

MEXICO: Migrants pray during 
an outdoor Mass in celebration 

of the World Day of Migrants 
and Refugees at Casa del 

Migrante shelter in Ciudad 
Juarez, September 19.
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literally, in terms of an evil spirit 
being cast out of a person, than 
we believe that our prayer can cast 
out the more earthily demons of 
hatred, injustice, misunderstand-
ing, division, war, racism, national-
ism, bigotry, and bodily and mental 
illness. These are the real demons 
that beset our lives and even though 
we ask for God’s help in prayer, we 
don’t often do it with a lot of confi-
dence that our prayers will make a 
difference. How can they?

Easy habit
The long history of Judaism and 
Christianity has taught us that God 
is not in the easy habit of positively 
interfering in nature and human 
life, at least not in ways that we can 
see. Miracles do happen, perhaps 
by the millions in ways that we 
cannot perceive. But, if we cannot 
see miracles, how are they real?

Reality has different modalities. 
There is the empirical and there is 
the mystical. Both are real, though 
both are not equally observable 
as an action of God in history. If a 
dead body rises from its grave (the 
resurrection) or if a race of people 
walks dry shod through the Red 
Sea (the Exodus) that is clearly an 
intervention of God in our world, 
but if some world leader has a 
change of heart and is suddenly 
more sympathetic to the poor, 
how do we know what prompted 
that? Likewise, for everything else 
for which we pray. What inspired 
the insight that led to the discov-
ery of a vaccine for the pandemic? 
Pure chance? A touch from above? 
You can ask that same question vis-
à-vis most anything else we pray 
about, from the world situation to 
our personal health. What is the 
source of an inspiration, a restora-

We need to pray even 
when that seems the 
most lifeless thing to 
do. That’s a counsel 

from Michael J. Buckley with which 
we need to challenge ourselves 
daily. In the face of real life, prayer 
can often seem like the most life-
less thing to do. What difference 
does prayer make?

I will pray for you! Please keep 
me in prayer! Know that you have 
my prayers! We use those expres-
sions all the time. I suspect not 
a day goes by that most of us do 
not promise to pray for someone. 
However, do we really believe our 
prayers make a difference? Do we 
really believe that our prayers can 
stop a pandemic, ease tensions 
within our communities, erase 
centuries-long misunderstandings 
among various religious denomi-
nations, cure someone dying of a 
terminal disease, bring our chil-
dren back to  Church, or help some-
one forgive us? What can prayer do 
in the face of our own helplessness 
in a situation?

❛❛Reality has 
different modalities. 
There is the empirical 
and there is the 
mystical. Both are real”

Jesus said there are certain 
demons that can only be cast out 
by prayer and fasting. I suspect 
that we find that easier to believe 

tion to health, a melting of a bit-
terness, a change of heart, a correct 
decision, or a chance meeting with 
someone that becomes a grace for 
the rest of your life? Pure chance, 
simple luck, or a conspiracy of 
accidents? Or does God’s grace 
and guidance positively touch you 
because of prayer, someone else’s 
or your own?

❛❛God is not in the 
easy habit of positively 
interfering in nature 
and human life, at least 
not in ways that we can 
see”

Central to our faith as Christians, 
is the belief that we are all part of 
one mystical body, the Body of 
Christ. This is not a metaphor. This 
body is a living organism, just as 
real as a physical body. Inside of a 
physical body, as we know, all parts 
influence each other, for good and 
for bad. Healthy enzymes help the 
whole body to retain its health and 
unhealthy viruses work at sicken-
ing the whole body. If this is true, 

and it is, then there is no such thing 
as a truly private action. Everything 
we do, even in our thoughts, influ-
ences others and thus our thoughts 
and actions are either health-giving 
enzymes or harmful viruses affect-
ing others. Our prayers are health-
giving enzymes affecting the whole 
body, particularly the persons and 
events to which we direct them. 
This is a doctrine of faith, not wish-
ful thinking.

Cynical
Earlier in her life, Dorothy Day was 
cynical about Therese of Lisieux 
(The Little Flower) believing that 
her isolation in a tiny convent and 
her mystical ‘little way’ (which 
professed that our smallest actions 
affect the events of the whole world) 
was pious naiveté. Later, as Doro-
thy gave herself over to symbolic 
actions for justice and peace that in 
effect seemed to change very little 
in real life, she adopted Therese as 
her patron saint. What Dorothy had 
come to realise through her experi-
ence was that her small and seem-
ingly pragmatically useless actions 
for justice and peace, were not use-
less at all. Small though they were, 
they helped open up some space, 
tiny at first, which slowly grew into 
something larger and more influen-
tial. By slipping some tiny enzymes 
into the body of the world, Dorothy 
Day eventually helped create a little 
more health in the world.

Prayer is a sneaky, hidden anti-
biotic - needed precisely when it 
seems most useless.

Fr Rolheiser
www.ronrolheiser.com

Do we really 
believe that 
our prayers 
can stop a 
pandemic?

❛❛Jesus said there are certain 
demons that can only be cast out by 
prayer and fasting”



The Irish Catholic, September 23, 2021

Family
Lifestyle

&
Living the 

Gospel values 
in university

Page 34

Brittle bones, or ‘osteo-
porosis’, is the most 
common bone disorder 
to occur. It’s most com-

mon in older, post-menopausal 
females, but it can affect adults of 
any age or gender. Reduced bone 
mass and increased bone poros-
ity (the amount of bone not occu-
pied by bone tissue) are the main 
symptoms, which means that 
bones lose strength and become 
more susceptible to fracture.

Because of this, osteoporosis is 
often left undiagnosed until later 
life, when a fracture brings it to 
attention. 

In Ireland, it’s thought 
that around 200,000 adults 
have osteoporosis. It’s further 
estimated that one in two women 

over 50 and one in five men over 
50 will endure a fracture as a 
result of osteoporosis in their 
lifetime.

With this in mind, what can 
be done to prevent, or mitigate, 
these effects? Oftentimes it’s the 
case that we don’t appreciate 
something until it’s gone, and 
nowhere is this more apt than 
with our health. It’s just the same 
with our bone health – our ability 

to walk, run, lift and even stand is 
compromised if our bone health 
suffers, so it’s worth taking 
into consideration the lifestyle 
choices that affect it.

Cycle
Just as with our skin, our 
bones are in a constant cycle of 
breaking down and building up, 
with all of our bones being totally 
remodelled every 10 years.

Many factors can negatively 
impact this process, which can 
lead to osteoporosis. Some of 
these are the usual suspects; 
smoking, excessive alcohol 
and caffeine consumption, a 
sedentary lifestyle, low body 
mass and, of course, a poor diet, 
especially one with a low calcium 
intake and a vitamin D deficiency.

The majority of instances 
come about as a result of lifestyle 
choices, things within our 
control, but not all of them. Some 
chronic disorders or medical 
conditions, as well as some 
medications (such as steroids) 
can also result in brittle bones.

If some of these things are 
outside of our control, more of it 
is within it, as mentioned. There 

are a number of natural ways to 
build healthy, strong bones while 
you can. Particularly for younger 
people, it’s important to put 
these stable foundations in place 
early on – peak bone density is 
reached around the early 30s, 
so having a good base to work 
with for the rest of your life is 
invaluable.

Perform strength-
training, weight-
bearing exercise
Getting moving is rarely 
unhelpful when it comes to 
maintaining general good 
health, and it’s also the case 

» Continued on Page 33

Personal Profile

The cooler weather will soon 
enough be instilling a chill in our 
bones, but there’s no reason why 
we can’t strengthen them before 

then, writes Jason Osborne

Building 
up your 
bones
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OUTCRY AS 1,400 DOLPHINS 
KILLED IN FAROE ISLANDS HUNT
The government of the Faroe Islands, an 
autonomous Danish territory, is facing an 
outcry over the culling of more than 1,400 
white-sided dolphins in a day, in what was said 
to be the single biggest hunt in the northern 
archipelago.
“There is no doubt that the Faroese whale 
hunts are a dramatic sight to people unfamiliar 
to the hunts and slaughter of mammals,” a 
government spokesman told AFP.
“The hunts are, nevertheless, well organised 
and fully regulated,” he said.
Traditionally, the North Atlantic islands – which 
have a population of around 50,000 people – 
hunt pilot whales and not dolphins, the spokes-
man said.
“There are usually a few of them in the ‘grind’, 
but we normally don’t kill such a large num-
ber,” said a local television journalist, Hallur av 
Rana.
The “grindadrap” is a practice whereby the 
hunters first surround the whales with a wide 
semi-circle of fishing boats and then drive them 
into a bay to be beached and slaughtered.

TIKTOK ROLLS OUT SUPPORT TO 
COMBAT SUICIDE SEARCHES
The BBC reports that TikTok has announced 
a set of features to help users struggling with 
mental health issues and thoughts of suicide.
The features include guides on wellbeing and 
support for people who are struggling with eat-
ing disorders.
There is also a search intervention feature that 
directs users to support resources if they look 
up terms such as “suicide”.
The move comes as rival platform Instagram 
comes under fresh scrutiny over its impact on 
users’ wellbeing.
In the announcement TikTok said: “We care 
deeply about our community, and we always 
look for new ways in which we can nurture their 
well-being.
“That’s why we’re taking additional steps to 
make it easier for people to find resources 
when they need them on TikTok.”

SAUDI ARABIA CAMEL CARVINGS 
DATED TO PREHISTORIC ERA
A series of camel sculptures carved into rock 
faces in Saudi Arabia are likely to be the old-
est large-scale animal reliefs in the world, a 
study says.
When the carvings were first discovered 
in 2018, researchers estimated they were 
created about 2,000 years ago, the BBC 
reported.
This was based on their similarity to reliefs at 
Jordan’s famous ancient city of Petra.
But a fresh study puts the camels at between 
7,000-8,000 old.
Precisely ageing rock sculptures is a chal-
lenge for researchers. Unlike cave paint-
ings, say, there is often no organic matter to 
sample. Rock art of this size is also rare in 
the region.
Their age makes them even older than such 
ancient landmarks as Stonehenge (5,000 
years old) or the Pyramids at Giza (4,500 
years old). They even predate the domes-
tication of camels, a catalyst for economic 
development in the region.
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Medical 
Matters

Dr Kevin  
McCarroll 

i Dr Kevin McCarroll is 
a Consultant Physician in 
Geriatric Medicine, St James’s 
Hospital, Dublin.

Every year in Ireland, 
there are approximately 
2,500 out of hospital 
cardiac arrests, with a 

rising proportion of cases that 
occur outside the home having 
CPR performed by bystanders. 
The cardiac arrest of the Danish 
footballer Christian Eriksen on 
live television has highlighted the 
importance and success of rapid 
CPR and defibrillation. Indeed, 
the growing awareness about 
sudden cardiac arrests has led 
to an increase in the number of 
defibrillators around the country. 

The ‘Out of Hospital, Cardiac 
Arrest Report’ for Ireland, 
published in 2020 sheds 
light on the number of cases 
nationally. In 2019, there were 
2564 cardiac arrests with 68% 
occurring at home and affecting 
twice as many men as women. 
The vast majority (86%) had a 
medical cause though nearly 
one in six were as a result of 
other causes such as trauma, 
choking, drug overdose or 
drowning. About 50% of cases 
were actually in people under 
68 years of age with nearly 10% 
in those under 35. 

❛❛CPR involves 
giving chest 
compressions at rate of 
about 100 per minute 
to help maintain 
circulation

In younger people, structural 
problems in the heart 
(cardiomyopathies), genetic 
conditions that predispose to 
arrhythmias and viral infections 
(myocarditis) can lead to 
cardiac arrest. For example, 
the GAA player Cormac 
McAnallen died in 2004 from 
congenital long QT syndrome, a 
genetic condition that leads to 
abnormal sodium channels in 

the heart increasing the risk of 
cardiac arrhythmias. However, 
there are often no underlying 
symptoms and it is estimated 
that up to 100 young adults 
die in Ireland every year from 
Sudden Arrhythmic Death 
Syndrome (SADS). 

Increase
While the overall survival rate 
from cardiac arrest is low at 
6.4%, it represents an increase 
on previous years. However, 
what’s notable is the higher 
survival of 18% in those who 
collapsed in public versus 4% in 
private places. Importantly, it is 
estimated that on average, from 
the moment of collapse the 
chance of survival decreases by 
7-10% per minute when CPR is 
not being performed. 

The increase in the number 
of people who have CPR 
training probably also accounts 
for the rising proportion 
of ‘bystander CPR’ in cases 
outside the home. In fact, 
Ireland has one of the best 
rates in the world, with 84% of 
those suffering non-hospital 
cardiac arrests in 2019 being 
assisted by people close-by. 
Additionally, in 25% of cases, 
defibrillation was attempted 
before the arrival of emergency 
services. The importance of 
this is reflected by the fact that 
49% who survived had their 
first defibrillation shock before 

an ambulance arrived. The 
majority of young survivors 
also had good neurological 
function on discharge from 
hospital.

But what exactly constitutes 
CPR? CPR involves giving 
chest compressions at rate of 
about 100 per minute to help 
maintain circulation, as well 
as giving rescue breaths until 
emergency services arrive. 
In many instances of cardiac 
arrest, the heart doesn’t just 
simply stop but goes into a type 
of spasmodic rhythm which 
prevents it from pumping blood 
around the body. In these cases, 
shocking with a defibrillator 
can revert the rhythm back 
to normal. Most devices are 
now automated (AEDs), and 
require only simple training to 
use. AEDs have become more 
accessible and there are now 
an estimated 8,000 - 10,000 
public access AEDs in Ireland. 
Devices are positioned in public 
buildings and communal areas 
(e.g., shopping centres, sports 
clubs, open public spaces) for 
emergency use by any member 
of the public. Additionally, AEDs 
are also carried by community 
first responder groups as well as 
by An Garda and the fire service.

be overestimated which 
may reflect more optimistic 
portrayals of cardiac arrest 
outcomes on TV soaps and 
medical dramas. For example, 
a study in 2015 looking at 
medical dramas where CPR was 
performed 49 times, identified 
a survival rate of 69.6% which is 
far greater than its real-world 
success. 

❛❛The ‘Out of 
Hospital, Cardiac 
Arrest Report’ for 
Ireland, published in 
2020 sheds light on 
the number of cases 
nationally”

Indeed, while the survival 
rate of CPR for cardiac arrests 
is greater in hospital (up 
to 15-20%) it isn’t always 
appropriate for some patients 
with advanced heart or lung 
disease, where the likelihood 
of success is very low. Even 
when successful, cardiac arrest 
interventions may sometimes 
result in only a temporary 
prolongation of life or severe 
brain damage or disability. 
Indeed, in the UK in 2011, an 
81-year-old female garnered 
media attention when she had 
‘do not resuscitate’ tattooed on 
her chest so as to ensure that 
CPR was not performed! 

There’s no doubt though 
that CPR and AEDs for out of 
hospital cardiac arrests have 
saved many lives in Ireland. So 
bear in mind, if you witness a 
cardiac arrest and are able to 
perform CPR, you may double, 
if not triple, the person’s 
chance of survival. It’s a skill 
that is worth having!

While many lives have been 
saved by good CPR, studies 
suggest that the public’s 
perception of its success may 

Learn CPR: Learn CPR: 
It can triple It can triple 
cardiac arrest cardiac arrest 
survivalsurvival
chanceschances



the recommended daily intake 
(RDI) of between 1,000 and 
1,300mg (the precise amount 
depending on your age, teens 
requiring around 1,300mg, older 
women around 1,200mg, the rest 
of us needing around 1,000mg).

This can be achieved by 
consuming a few portions of dairy 
throughout the day, with a glass 
of milk, cheese and yoghurt each 
containing about 200-250mg of 
calcium. There are other good 
options though, such as green 
vegetables, beans, nuts and oily 
fish. 

It’s worth noting that the 
amount of calcium your body 
absorbs at a given time can 
vary greatly, so it’s a good idea 
to spread your calcium intake 
throughout the day.

Avoid low-calory diets
Dropping below a bare minimum 
of calories isn’t a good idea, 
especially if your goal is to develop 
your bone health and strength.

It can slow down your 

 |                              ||33The Irish Catholic, September 23, 2021 Family Lifestyle

» Continued from Page 31

when it comes to building up your 
bones. The best kind of exercise 
for bone health is weight-bearing 
or high-impact exercise – both of 
which promote the formation of 
new bone.

It’s good for both children and 
adults, with studies in children 
noting that this kind of activity 
boosts the amount of bone created 
during the years of most bone 
growth. Similarly, studies in older 
men and women have shown its 
effectiveness in preventing bone 
loss, with older men and women 
who performed weight-bearing 
exercise showing increases in bone-
mineral density, bone strength and 
size.

❛❛Calcium received 
naturally through your 
diet is the ideal as it’s 
better absorbed, but 
supplemental calcium 
can be used too to reach 
the recommended daily 
intake”

This exercising need not be 
anything extensive or extravagant 
– it can take the simple form of 
walking or jogging on the spot for 
at least 30 minutes a day.

Consuming calcium
Calcium is the most essential 
mineral when it comes to bone 
health, being the main one found 
in your bones. Because of the 
aforementioned cycle of bone 
breakdown and build-up, it’s 
important to consume calcium 
daily to supplement the process.

Calcium received naturally 
through your diet is the ideal as it’s 
better absorbed, but supplemental 
calcium can be used too to reach 

metabolism, and cause weight 
loss, which after a certain point is 
detrimental to bone development. 
Some studies have shown that 
diets providing less than 1,000 
calories a day can lead to lower 
bone density in people of every 
weight category.

To build strong bones, and keep 
them strong, a balanced diet that 
provides at least 1,200 calories per 
day is to be aimed for, and should 
include lots of protein and foods 
full of vitamins and minerals.

Vitamin D
I wrote a column earlier in the 
year proclaiming the virtues of 
vitamin D, and not only because of 
its beneficial effects in relation to 
Covid-19. It is also important when 
it comes to bone building and 
maintenance, as it’s required for 
the gut’s absorption of calcium.

❛❛ It’s worth noting that 
the amount of calcium 
your body absorbs at 
a given time can vary 
greatly, so it’s a good idea 
to spread your calcium 
intake throughout the 
day”

Supplementing with at least 
800 IU per day is recommended 
for those with osteoporosis, with a 
higher dosage of 2000 IU per day 
recommended during the winter 
months.

As is often said on these pages, 
maintaining good health is sensible 
practice at any time. Your bones 
will thank you for taking some 
simple steps to ensure they’re 
strong and healthy to weather the 
winter.

 &

Can the tooth fairy 
get Covid? That 
was the perplexing 
question I had 

to ask myself, when my 
7-year-old Covid patient lost 
a tooth. She and I recently 
spent 10 days isolating in 
the apartment at the side of 
our house, to protect the rest 
of the family. It was strange 
to spend all day and night 
in the presence of the very 
virus which we had all been 
avoiding so scrupulously for 
the past 18 months.

Just days after the kids 
returned from their summer 
holidays, there was a Covid 
outbreak in school. After 
some children in her class 
tested positive, the onset of 
a mild sore throat and head-
ache prompted us to immedi-
ately get my daughter tested. 
It was a shock when the text 
came through confirming 
that she had Covid. When 
I went to tell her the news, 
she was playing happily on 
the swings. She came in and 
wanted to talk about it, she 
was understandably upset, 
and was struggling process-
ing what it meant. I managed 
to assuage her worries. She 
felt quite well, but was most 
worried about not being able 
to play with her brother and 
sisters.

We soon found plenty of 
fun things that she could do, 
while keeping her distance 
from the others. The kids col-
lected firewood and we lit a 
bonfire in the woods, where 
we cooked marshmallows, in 
a socially distanced man-
ner. The kids found hide and 
seek games they could play 
outdoors, while staying well 
apart. She could also cycle 
her bike around the garden 
happily. She and I could go 
on the trampoline together, 
and for walks around the 
garden. All the normal rules 
around television and screen 
time were dropped for the 
duration. Yet she was not 
very sick, indeed, she was 
full of beans, so plenty of 
outdoor fun was vital.

She and I pretended that 
she was in a hotel, since her 
every meal had to be deliv-
ered to her quarters. Each 
morning, I was roused by the 
cry of “room service!” She 
soon became increasingly 
daring in her room service 
requests, and began asking 
for treats like a hot choco-
late. I gave in more than I 
usually would, since I wanted 
to do all I could to make 
these strange days pass 
by more pleasantly for her. 

Dad’s 
Diary
Rory Fitzgerald

We ate our meals together 
outside on the deck. We 
developed some nice rou-
tines in our little den, and 
it was lovely to spend so 
much time together.

The first thing in the 
morning, I would open all 
the windows and doors to 
ventilate her room. Although 
I was vaccinated, I tried to 
avoid too much exposure. 
Fortunately, it was early 
September and the days 
were still dry and warm. It 
was a strange time, living in 
close quarters with a Covid 
patient, and avoiding the rest 
of my family. I was looking 
after her full time, while also 
working from home and help-
ing her to do a little school 
work each day. Of course, 
the other kids were also off 
school and preschool since 
they were close contacts. 
This meant we had four 
kids to manage at home. 
The older kids settled back 
into their all-too-familiar 
lockdown routines of online 
learning, but it was a long 
ten days.

As time wore on, each 
day soon blurred into the 
next. At last, we began 
counting down the last few 
days to our freedom. After 
one final night in captivity, 
we returned triumphantly to 
the house, where her recov-
ery was celebrated with a 
breakfast of pancakes. That 
day, the rest of the family 
also had to have Covid tests. 
Thankfully, we all tested 
negative, which meant that 
everyone could return to 
normal life once again. The 
virus had made it into our 
home, but we managed 
our way through. As the 
delta variant makes its way 
through the nation’s schools 
in the months ahead, many 
more families will have 
similar experiences. Thank-
fully, most children seem to 
bounce back from the virus 
with ease, and many barely 
notice they have it at all.
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Living the Gospel values in university

For some young people, and 
their parents, there can be 
a fear when the time comes 
for them to leave home and 

head to college. However, as Gerard 
Scullion learned during his time at 
Queen’s University Belfast (QUB), 
being a person of Faith and a student 
need not be an antagonistic relation-
ship.

Mr Scullion, who is going into 
his final year studying Law, tells me 
that he was very fortunate to have a 
strong faith background

“I was very fortunate that in my 
family there was a focus placed on 
the Faith from a very early age,” he 
begins. “I was very aware of that, 
and as I grew up and as my siblings 
grew up, that’s been nurtured, prayer 
and faith have always been at the 
centre of my family life. It was never 
forced on us, it just grew naturally 
to respect the Faith, understand its 
importance and the need for it.

❛❛We try to engage 
in apostolic, social and 
charitable initiatives. We 
recently completed a hike 
up Croagh Patrick, last 
year we did our Bangor 
to Bobbio”

“As I’ve grown older and 
moved away from home, started 
university, I’ve become a lot more 
aware of that, having a strong 
faith, because you can’t do it 
alone. As I’ve gotten older, that 

faith has gotten stronger, I’ve 
looked into it deeper, I’ve become 
more confident speaking about 
it.”

When he first entered QUB, 
Mr Scullion said that he found it 
difficult to lead a life “in line with 
the Gospel values”.

Drifted
“I’ve never really drifted away 
from the Faith, but I didn’t really 
appreciate living a life that was 
in line with the Gospel values,” 
he continues. “I found that 
very difficult the first months 

Mr Scullion says. “It’s been a 
presence there at my university 
from day one really. It’s not a 
hideaway haven for Catholics to 
retreat to, it’s a place where we 
can go for spiritual direction, 
where we can forge friendships.

“But when I go beyond the 
walls of the chaplaincy in Queens 
and see my friends who are more 
secular, I don’t feel any less a 
Catholic. I don’t feel embarrassed. 
What it’s taught me is it’s 
perfectly ok to be a university 
student and a person of faith. The 
two can perfectly coexist.”

As to the Knights, Mr Scullion 
admits that he was initially wary 
of joining them, despite being 
encouraged by a friend.

❛❛When I go beyond 
the walls of the 
chaplaincy in Queens and 
see my friends who are 
more secular, I don’t feel 
any less a Catholic”

“I’d been recommended by a 
friend who had been at Queens,” 
he says. “At the start I was very 
sceptical, it sounded a bit strange, 
but I became involved and I’m 
very thankful that I did. Because 
the Knights – ultimately it’s a 
group of young men who come 
together, who want to share their 
love of the Faith, who want to 
deepen it and, most importantly, 
who want to share it with others.

“CK19, the council I’m based 
with, we’re very fortunate that 
we’re the only university council 
that I know of on the island of 
Ireland. Being at the chaplaincy at 
Queens, that gives us a really good 
platform to promote the order, 
promote our Faith, and basically 
to show that there is a Catholic 
presence on campus.”

The Knights are involved in 
a wide range of activities, Mr 
Scullion explains: “We try to 
engage in apostolic, social and 
charitable initiatives. We recently 
completed a hike up Croagh 

Patrick, last year we did our 
Bangor to Bobbio, which was 
an online fundraising initiative 
where we walked the distance of 
the founders of Columbanus from 
Bangor to Bobbio online. 

Distance
“Each brother walked his own 

distance and it accumulated 
and we raised quite a good bit 
of money for St Vincent de Paul. 
We put on social events here in 
the Chaplaincy just for our own 
members of the council, because 
one of the values is fraternity. 
Whether that be coming together 
to watch a football match, going 
to adoration or something in the 
city, or just going out for a meal 
and a few drinks.”

After finishing his law degree, 
Mr Scullion hopes to head to 
Dublin to complete a masters, 
before eventually training to be 
a solicitor. He hopes to be an 
ambassador for the Knights and 
their mission.

“You can move on then to 
councils in the pastoral area your 
parish is situated in,” he says. 
“Or if as I said I do go down to 
Dublin, there’d be no harm in 
setting up a new council. That’s 
what we’re trying to do at the 
minute. One of the members 
in CK19, he’s involved in the 
initiative trying to get more 
university councils set up.

❛❛ I’ve never really 
drifted away from the 
Faith, but I didn’t really 
appreciate living a life 
that was in line with the 
Gospel values”

“The whole thing is about, 
especially with young men 
joining the order, it’s about 
normalising the image. It has 
this very negative view of being 
a male exclusive boys club nearly 
and it’s so much more than that.”

Ruadhán Jones

Personal ProfilePersonal Profile

The Season of Creation continues through 
September up until October 4 (the feast 
day of St Francis of Assisi, patron saint 
of ecology). This year many parishes 

are engaging in prayer, reflection and action, 
growing in deeper awareness of what it 
means to protect our common home. 
I was delighted to read Archbishop 
Dermot Farrell’s first pastoral letter: 
‘The Cry of the Earth, the Cry of the 
Poor – The Climate Catastrophe, 
Creation’s Urgent Call for Change’, 
which was released at the beginning 
of this season. It is a compelling 
document which highlights the need 
for urgent action on the environmental 
crisis and invites each of us to embrace a 
deep nourishing eco-spirituality. Archbishop 
Farrell notes that “God reveals himself through the 
world”, and thus, in the face of the “code red” that 
scientists have issued for the environment and for 
humanity itself, God is calling us, individually and 
collectively, “to work for the good of the planet and 
the good of all”.

Archbishop Farrell notes that the “climate crisis 
is a societal issue. Addressing it – nationally and 
globally – requires a societal response. One aspect 

of this is the response of communities, and 
Church is profoundly about com-

munity” (p. 49). We must all play 
our part as parish communities, 

school communities, families 
and individuals for this 
concerns the home we all 
share, our common home. 
While the environmental 
crisis can leave many of 
us feeling powerless and 

overwhelmed there is much 
that we can do. The Season 

of Creation offers us a time to 
reflect deeply on where we are 

being called to act, within our own net-
works, using our gifts and talents. “The Church – 
locally and globally – needs to become even more 
an agent of change” and this pastoral letter offers 
many practical suggestions such as adopting more 
sustainable lifestyles, setting up parish Laudato Si’ 

Lift voice of vulnerable and sign petition

Jane Mellet

Laudato 
Si’
Living

of university. But as I got more 
involved with the chaplaincy and 
with the Knights [of Columbanus], 
it gave me the reassurance and 
the strength you know to live a 
life that is in accordance with the 
values of the Church.”

However, as he explains, he was 
again fortunate to be supported in 
his Faith by Catholic communities 
on the campus, particularly the 
Catholic chaplaincy and the 
Knights of Columbanus, a Catholic 
apostolate for men.

“I was very fortunate at Queens 
to have the Catholic chaplaincy,” 

groups, reconnecting with our local ecology through 
rootedness and belonging in local community, 
developing and deepening an ecological spiritual-
ity, raising awareness and promoting biodiversity, 
welcome and respect for the vulnerable particularly 
those driven from their homelands by natural disas-
ters, famine and war. 
There is much to think about and to pray about 
in this first pastoral letter from the Archbishop of 
Dublin and its publication is timely in the run up to 
the critical UN Climate Conference this November 
in Glasgow. With Pope Francis expected to attend 
this UN conference, Catholics everywhere are 
being asked to help create the momentum that is 
needed for real change. So, this Season of Crea-
tion we would urge all parishes, schools, families 
and communities to sign the ‘Healthy Planet 
Healthy People’ petition by going to www.thecathol-
icpetition.org, adding your name and encouraging 
family and friends to do the same. This is one way 
we can lift up the voices of the most vulnerable, 
respond to the cry of the earth, and take a stand for 
future generations.
Jane Mellett is the Laudato Si’ officer with Trócaire. 

Gerard Scullion
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TVRadio Brendan O’Regan

When corporations rule, democracy suffers
MY FAITH: IRELAND 
EWTN Sunday September 26, 10.30am and Monday 
(night) September 27, 12.30am
Divine mercy – in the hearts of the Irish people. Fr Aidan 
Dunne speaks with Fr Owen Gorman about the devotion.

MASS
RTÉ One Sunday September 26, 11am 
Fr Liam Lacey celebrates the work of Crosscare in a special 
80th anniversary Mass.

POVERTY CHASTITY AND (DIS) OBEDIENCE  
RTÉ One Thursday September 30, 11.20pm 
This documentary is dedicated to the generations of Irish 
missionary men and women who devoted their lives to 
South Africa, standing in solidarity with its people and their 
struggle.

PICK OF THE WEEK

(Newstalk, Friday). In his new 
book, Woke Inc - inside cor-
porate America’s social jus-
tice scam. He is concerned 
that corporate entities held 
too much power and that 
democracy is suffering as a 
result. It is ‘crony capitalism’ 
effecting change through the 
back door.  They are pushing 
certain notions of what would 
improve us, but where there 
were competing visions of 
social good it should be the 
citizens, in an environment 
that values free speech, who 
get to debate and decide, 
not the big corporations. He 
instanced the woke censor-
ship of the likes of Twit-
ter and Facebook but it was 
broader than that.  Further, 

Vivek Ramaswamy argues that corporate interference is harming democracy.
More mundanely, I haven’t 

been watching much on GB 
News of late, I just find it 
too irritating too much of 
the time. When it launched 
a few months ago I thought 
Andrew Neil was its best and 
most credible presenter, with 
a nightly interview show. He 
didn’t last long on air and 
now he has cut ties altogether 
with the new channel. On last 
week’s Question Time (BBC 
One, Thursday) he said: “the 
direction they were going 
in…was not the direction that 
I had envisaged for the chan-
nel”. He was vague on specif-
ics presumably out of respect 
or deference for his previous 
employers, though presenter 
Fiona Bruce did try to get him 

to open up some more. Now 
the most high-profile face of 
GB News is Nigel Farage. His 
ratings are relatively high, but 
otherwise viewer figures are 
very low. This hasn’t put off 
media mogul Rupert Murdoch 
planning something similar, 
yet another news channel, 
with Piers Morgan the main 
presenter mentioned so far. 
None of this is very promising.

Tiresome
GB News became tiresome 
in its constant harping on 
about ‘wokeness’, but one 
author that isn’t keen on this 
phenomenon is Vivek Ramas-
wamy who was interviewed 
by Anton Savage, filling in for 
Pat on the Pat Kenny Show 

he wasn’t keen on quotas as 
he felt they created a “culture 
of tokenism”. Where people 
did agree on what was desir-
able there shouldn’t just be 
one approved way of working 
for this. One oblique remark 
made me think he might 
have had in mind that certain 
ways of tackling racism seem 
almost obligatory – e.g. ‘tak-
ing the knee’. It was a robust 
but courteous interview, 
though I felt Mr Savage wasn’t 
sympathetic to Mr Ramaswa-
my’s views.

Sympathetic
He was even less sympathetic 
when, on the Wednesday, he 
interviewed Dr Joe Pojman, 
of the Texas Alliance for Life 
about the recent Texas abor-
tion law. I was concerned 
when he introduced the item 
with a reference to “abortion 

care”. Now that’s the lan-
guage of one side of the argu-
ment and not appropriate for 
a presenter who is supposed 
to be impartial. Despite being 
under pressure, Dr Pojman 
stayed calm and reasoned and 
was crystal clear in his pro-life 
arguments. Mr Savage asked 
him if he was motivated by 
religion but he wasn’t going 
to be put in that particular 
pigeonhole. He was coming 
at the issue from a human 
rights perspective, and no 
matter how many ‘hard cases’ 
Mr Savage put to him he kept 
coming back to the humanity 
of the unborn child, which of 
course is where we all start.

i boregan@hotmail.com,  
@boreganmedia

Last week I mentioned 
near death experi-
ences in the context 
of Joe Duffy’s inter-

view with Jane Seymour. I 
never know what to make 
of these accounts – are they 
hallucinations resulting from 
medication or real glimpses 
of the afterlife?

Calls
That item prompted calls 
to Liveline (RTÉ Radio One, 
Tuesday) from listeners who 
had similar experiences. In 
one case a nurse attending to 
a man who had no detectable 
vital signs was told by him 
afterwards that he remem-
bered her Irish accent as she 
continued to work on him 
even after a senior medic 
judged that he was gone 
irrevocably. One man in a 
coma thought he saw a white 
horse calling him to the next 
life with a collie dog urging 
him to remain, and a cranky 
mysterious nurse in his room. 
Joe Duffy called the nurse 
“definitely a hallucination” – 
I’d probably agree, though I 
think the host is wiser not to 
express such a definite opin-
ion and instead leave it to the 
listeners to make up their 
own minds. He returned to 
the issue on Thursday when 
a few more callers recounted 
their experiences. It sounded 
like one man got a taste of 
hell, while a woman told of 
experiencing the love and 
presence of Jesus in her near-
death experience.

A woman’s liberationist 
before the term was coined, 
she paved the way for a genera-
tion of women who wanted to 
be evaluated for acting ability 
rather than their vital statistics. 

Contracts
She shattered the ‘glass ceil-
ing’ that kept them in dead 
end contracts. Olivia de Havil-
land usually gets the credit for 
this (she won a famous law 
case over it) but Bette did her 
bit too. Her battle against Jack 
Warner failed but it paved the 
way for others to break away 
from the stranglehold of the 
major studios.

She’s still an icon today.  
Who can forget the way she 
croaked “What a dump!” in 
Beyond the Forest. Even better 

was her putdown to a beau in 
Cabin in the Cotton: “I’d like ta 
kiss ye but I just washed my 
hair!”

Moving away from the “gen-
tle sex”, Father of the Cyborgs 
is a documentary based on a 
1990s doctor who enabled a 
paralysed man to operate a 
computer by planting elec-
trodes in his brain. Dubbed the 
‘Alexander Graham Bell’ of the 
decade, Phil Kennedy went on 
to experiment on his own brain 
with near-disastrous results. 

His research caused a lot 
of controversy around moral 
issues like eugenics, genomics, 
neuro-ethics and psychological 
autonomy. It provides food for 
thought for specialists in the 
field – if not the man in the 
street.

Strong women from all walks of life 
This seems to be wom-

en’s month. 
Annette is a musi-

cal romance about a 
couple who have a ‘puppet’ 
daughter with an unusual gift 
– she can sing in her mother’s 
voice. Rose Plays Julie has a 
veterinary student looking for 
the mother who put her up for 
adoption years ago. 

Gunpowder Milkshake 
features three generations of 
female assassins joining forces 
to protect a young girl from her 
enemies. Herself has a young 
woman escaping an abusive 
husband and trying to build a 
new life away from him.

Jennifer Hudson plays the 
legendary soul singer Aretha 
Franklin in Respect, a biopic 
of the soul singer who died 

in 2018. She personally hand-
picked Hudson to play her, 
telling her she’d win an Oscar 
in the part. Franklin lived a life 
and a half in her 76 years, first 
exercising her vocal chords in 
her father’s church choir. 

Yesteryear
What about women from yes-
teryear? Bette Davis is one of 
the most famous actresses in 
film history. Her 1940s clas-
sic Now, Voyager has been 
re-released on Mubi.  It’s one 
of those films you can watch 
over and over again – even to 
watch Paul Henreid lighting 
two cigarettes at the one time 
for her. 

We shouldn’t see it as a typ-
ical Davis vehicle. She special-
ised in playing difficult women 

like Margot Channing in All 
About Eve – and traumatised 
ones like the title character of 
What Ever Happened to Baby 
Jane. A romantic role like this 
was untypical. 

She never cared how she 
looked. “I have eyes like a bull-
frog,” she said, “and a neck like 
an ostrich. You have to be good 
to survive with that kind of 
equipment.”

Film Aubrey Malone

Jennifer Hudson as Aretha Franklin in the biopic, ‘Respect’.
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BookReviews Peter Costello

Voice from the Desert. 
The Lost Legacy of the 
Skelligs
by Hugh MacMahon
(Columba Books. 
€14.99/£12.99)
Skellig Michael is one of the 
most famous heritage sites 
in Ireland, which the Office 
of Public Works has made 
great effort to render more 
accessible to visitors. Having 
appeared in one of the seg-
ments of the Star Wars series 
it is now known world-wide. 
Let us hope that the ancient 
stones do not become worn 
down by the tramping feet 
of thousands, as is the case 
with Dún Aonghasa on Inis 
Mór.

Fr Hugh MacMahon is a 
retired Columban missionary 
who worked for many years 
in Korea and has long been 
engaged with other cultures. 
His earlier books deal, in fact, 
with Asia. Many people may 
pick up his new Irish book 
hoping that it might explain 
how life was lived by the 
ancient monks on that lonely 

How 
Christianity 
brought us 
the secular

The Innocence of 
Pontius Pilate. How the 
Roman trial of Jesus 
shaped history
by David Lloyd Dusenbury
(Hurst and Company, 
£25.00/€30.00)
Frank Litton

Stories we are told 
can win or lose wars. 
The Taliban’s story — 
David vs Goliath in a 

‘holy’ war — proved more tell-
ing than the United States’ and 
its allies’ story of a nation to be 
liberalised, democratised and 
made fit for a globalised world.

The Taliban story hardly 
promises liberation. It has no 
place for the secular and prom-
ises rule by divine instruction 
in the shape of Sharia law, 
harshly interpreted.

The Gospel story is at the 
heart of Christianity. It culmi-
nates in the passion, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
In this enlightening study, 

David Lloyd Dunesbury takes 
a central episode of the story, 
the trial of Jesus before Pilate, 
and follows its impact on how 
Europeans came to a view 
of the relationship between 
Church and state, between 
revelation and politics, com-
pletely different from that of 
the Taliban.

We learn how the Church 
developed and deployed the 
notion of the secular to shape 
its understanding of the rela-
tionship between Pope and 
emperor.

Meditations
St Augustine laid the founda-
tions with his meditations on 
Jesus’ response to Pilate: “My 
Kingdom is not this world”. He 
distinguished a ‘city of God’ 
from a ‘city of men’.

Christians inhabit both cit-
ies. From the perspective of the 
city of God, they see the dan-
gers of the city of men with its 

temptations to pride and domi-
nation. While they are encour-
aged to move the cities closer, 
they know as they pray ‘thy 
Kingdom come’ that the gap is 
not theirs to close.

We hear criticism of the sec-
ular and especially ‘secularism’ 
from the side of the believer. 
We should pay more attention 
to criticisms from the side of 
politics. Jean-Jacques Rousseau 
is a key figure in the history of 
western political thought and 
action. His understanding of 
democracy had a major impact, 
not least on the course of the 
French Revolution.

The distinction between a 
kingdom in the here and now, 
and a kingdom ‘not of this 
world’ divides loyalty, he tells 
us, and weakens the former. 
As Mr Dunesbury reminds 
us, he writes in the Social 
Contract, perhaps his most 
influential contribution, 
“Mohammed had very sound 

Seekers after spiritual truth 
transferring naturally to 
television.

John Cassian and his 
companion Germanus made 
an expedition through the 
Egyptian desert, question-
ing the most revered teach-
ers among the monastic 
communities in their 
isolated monasteries about 
what their purpose was, 
what they hoped for, and 
about theological matters 
such as the action of grace 
in moving the individual 
soul towards God, and 
many other ideas which 
became matters of contro-
versy at the early Councils. 

It was John Cassian who 
is largely credited with 
introducing the monas-
tic concepts of the East 
into Western Europe, and 
by extension into early 
Christian Ireland in the 4th 
Century.

Hugh MacMahon has 
made an ancient classic 
greatly influential in its 
own time readily available 
to present-day readers. 

Real purpose
This is engaging, but 
perhaps the real purpose 
behind the book is to take 
its readers back to a time 
when the institutional 
Church did not exist in the 
way it did later. Here was 
a faith driven from the 
ground up and not imposed 
(often sternly) from above. 
Hugh MacMahon sees this 
form of early Christianity 
as a model for the modern 
world to aspire to. It is 
this, I think, which gives 
the book its special inter-
est, and which will make 
essential reading for many 
restless with what they 
often encounter in the par-
ishes today.

He remarks that in 
early Christian Ireland an 
illiterate monk was to the 
Irish mind an impossibility. 
True enough. But one book 
should always lead the 
readers on to other books. 
The text as it is has one 
failing: there is no indica-
tion of sources, or of the 
essential books for further 
reading. This is a small mat-
ter which can be remedied 
in the further printings the 
book deserves to have.

Hugh MacMahon 
recently told an interviewer 
that his new book was writ-
ten for those who want “to 
understand their Irish her-
itage and people wanting 
to know what Christian life 
was like before it became 
cluttered by later theologis-
ing and devotions”.

pinnacle out in the wild 
Atlantic. And indeed he does, 
but in an unexpected way.

Monks
He deals not so much with 
the monks on the island, 
but with the sources of their 
ideas about the purpose of 
monasticism. These derive 
from Egyptian Christian 
sources, notably through the 
writings of St John Cassian.

On the whole, as I have 
remarked before, Irish 
Catholics are so focused on 
Rome that the Eastern and 
Orthodox tradition remain 
a closed world to them, 
despite their influence on 
early Christian culture on 
our own island, that which 
claims to be ‘orthodox’, is 
certainly not Orthodox.

❛❛ It was John 
Cassian who is 
largely credited 
with introducing 
the monastic 
concepts of the 
East into Western 
Europe”

Fr MacMahon’s text 
derives from John Cassian’s 
own writings arranged in 
language that makes for 
easier understanding by 
modern readers. His version 
is engaging and enlighten-
ing, and will capture the 
interest of many enquir-
ing minds in these days 
of change. One can see it 

Orthodox icon of 
St John Cassian.

❛❛The political temptation to dissolve 
the secular and endow states with 
a quasi-religious mystique delivers 
calamitous consequences”
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Jack B. Yeats, The Basin 
in which Pilate washed his 

hands (1950). Private collection 
© Estate of Jack B. Yeats, DACS 

/IVARO, 2021. Photo: NGI.

Peter Costello

The exhibition at the 
National Gallery of 
Ireland to mark the 
150th anniversary of 

the birth of the painter Jack B. 
Yeats is one which everyone 
at all interested in Irish art - or 
indeed Irish culture in general 
- will want to see. The cata-
logue to accompany the show 
is also one to have.

Though inevitably some 
of the pictures are famil-
iar (for instance Bachelors’ 
Walk, In Memory where a 
young woman places a rose 
in memory of the civilians 
killed in the shooting on the 
quay after the Howth gun 
running episode in 1914, an 
incident that presaged many 
more shootings, many more 
deaths). These have long been 
loved. 

But the special appeal of 
this show is the large number 
of Yeats’ paintings that have 
been borrowed from private 
collections, and are rarely or 
never exhibited. There is then 
much that will be quite new 
even to long-time admirers 
of the painter, which give the 
show its very special appeal.

In my own case a print 
of The Mail Car hung in my 
bedroom as a boy, so that the 
strong style and vivid nature 
of Jack Yeats’ imagination 
was imprinted on my own at 
a very early age.

Modern
Yeats has often been used to 
illustrate modern Irish his-
tory. I discuss many of the 
‘national images’ in my own 
book The Heart Grown Bru-
tal, about the literature of the 
revolution.

But the feature of this 
exhibition is, I think, its ‘non-
national’ nature. The core of 
the exhibition is a revelation 
of the private world of Yeats’ 
imagination, drawing largely 
on his childhood years in Sligo, 
but influenced (sometimes 
almost subliminally), by years 
in England as well. The joy he 
took in circuses and theatre 
and horses all that is here. But 

views, he tied his political 
system together well, and as 
long as the form of this gov-
ernment subsisted under his 
successors, the Caliphs, the 
government was completely 
unified, and good for that rea-
son”.

❛❛ In this 
enlightening 
study, David Lloyd 
Dunesbury takes a 
central episode of 
the story, the trial 
of Jesus before 
Pilate”

History is clear: the political 
temptation to dissolve the sec-
ular and endow states with a 
quasi-religious mystique deliv-
ers calamitous consequences.

Mr Dusenbury’s wide erudi-
tion that stretches from ancient 
history to the political philoso-
phies of Hobbes and Rousseau 
masters the complexities of the 
story, while his elegant, lucid 
prose guides the general reader 
through them. 

We learn, for instance, how 
prejudice shapes interpreta-
tion. Mr Dusenbury traces the 
efforts to downplay the role 

of the trial before Pilate as the 
focus was placed on the role of 
the Jews. This distracts atten-
tion from the political and legal 
dimension, while giving the 
religious dimension an entirely 
unjustified anti-Semitic slant.

Recent times have seen a 
number of books — I think 
especially of Larry Siedentop’s 
Inventing the Individual: The 
Origins of Western Liberal-
ism and Tom Holland’s Domin-
ion — that trace Europe’s 
liberal democratic order with 
its respect for human dignity, 
the rule of law, and human 
rights to its roots in Christianity.

Convincing
It is a more convincing story 
than the melodrama that tells 
how the power of reason took 
on the evils of superstition and 
authoritarianism inherent in 
religion and won, delivering 
enlightenment to all.

Of course, it is also a more 
complicated story. It has to 
be given the consequences of 
original sin that are much in 
evidence throughout. David 
Lloyd Dusenbury gives us an 
important chapter in this story. 
As Europe becomes post-Chris-
tian, how much of its political 
culture will survive the cutting 
off of its roots?

so too is a prevailing sense of 
melancholy. The street life of 
Dublin also strongly appealed 
to Yeats in his last years.

❛❛Jack Yeats 
was resolute in 
not discussing or 
explaining what he 
painted”

In the catalogue a most 
interesting graph traces 
Yeats’ production of paintings 
over the decades, and reveals 
the extraordinary vitality of 
the painter in his 70s. In an 
almost Picasso-like frenzy he 
turned out picture after pic-
ture. True most of these were 
small canvases, but they are 
all filled with (to borrow a 
phrase from his brother the 
poet) “passionate intensity”.

However the graph is 
based on paintings com-
pleted: in those earlier dec-
ades Yeats did a great deal of 
graphic work, such as illus-
trations and his William Bird 
cartoons - so his unit produc-
tion was greater than it might 
seem if we count only paint-
ings.

Many images are lit-
tle seen or ‘new’. Take, for 
instance , Grafton Street, Con-

versation Piece, from 1924 in 
which a couple discussing 
the fashionable modes in a 
brightly-lit department store 
window (which I take to be 
Switzers) as evening closes 
in. Beside a small be-capped 
street urchin also gazes with 
longing into the fairy land of 
comfort and contentment. 
Note the date: the Dublin to 
which post-revolutionary 
peace had returned.

Explaining
Jack Yeats was resolute in not 
discussing or explaining what 
he painted. There are myster-
ies everywhere in his work. 

The Yeats scholars working 
through the National Gallery 
have cleared the ground by 
cataloguing and arranging the 
paintings. Now perhaps the 
more critical work of explor-
ing the private mythology 
of Yeats’ imaginative world 
expressed in the all too often 
enigmatic titles he gave them.

❛❛The core of 
the exhibition 
is a revelation 
of the private 
world of Yeats’ 
imagination”

There is still a lot to learn, 
but this exhibition seems (to 
me at least) to open a portal 
to the beginning of a deeper 
understanding of the ‘blue 
remembered hills’ in his land 
of lost content. It will take 
time: do we even now fully 
understand the images of, 
say William Blake, to whom 
the poet Yeats devoted so 
much time, and who greatly 
influenced him.

Again this exhibition 
shows Jack B. Yeats to be Ire-
land’s most interesting artist.

Everyone connected with 
the exhibition is to be con-
gratulated on giving us all a 
marvellous revelation of the 
art of memory and associa-
tion to enjoy in the post -pan-
demic future.Jack B. Yeats, Grafton Street. Conversation, 1924. Collection Ulster Museum © Estate 

of Jack B. Yeats, DACS/IVARO, 2021. Photo: NGI.

Jack B. Yeats, That We May Never Meet Again, 
1954. York Art Gallery/York Museum Trust © 
Estate of Jack B. Yeats, DACS/IVARO, 2021

Into the imaginative world of Jack Yeats 

Jack B. Yeats, On Through the Silent Lands, 1951
Collection Ulster Museum © Estate of Jack B. Yeats, DACS/IVARO, 2021. Photo: NGI.
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BookReviews Peter Costello

Voice from the Desert. 
The Lost Legacy of the 
Skelligs
by Hugh MacMahon
(Columba Books. 
€14.99/£12.99)
Skellig Michael is one of the 
most famous heritage sites 
in Ireland, which the Office 
of Public Works has made 
great effort to render more 
accessible to visitors. Having 
appeared in one of the seg-
ments of the Star Wars series 
it is now known world-wide. 
Let us hope that the ancient 
stones do not become worn 
down by the tramping feet 
of thousands, as is the case 
with Dún Aonghasa on Inis 
Mór.

Fr Hugh MacMahon is a 
retired Columban missionary 
who worked for many years 
in Korea and has long been 
engaged with other cultures. 
His earlier books deal, in fact, 
with Asia. Many people may 
pick up his new Irish book 
hoping that it might explain 
how life was lived by the 
ancient monks on that lonely 

How 
Christianity 
brought us 
the secular

The Innocence of 
Pontius Pilate. How the 
Roman trial of Jesus 
shaped history
by David Lloyd Dusenbury
(Hurst and Company, 
£25.00/€30.00)
Frank Litton

Stories we are told 
can win or lose wars. 
The Taliban’s story — 
David vs Goliath in a 

‘holy’ war — proved more tell-
ing than the United States’ and 
its allies’ story of a nation to be 
liberalised, democratised and 
made fit for a globalised world.

The Taliban story hardly 
promises liberation. It has no 
place for the secular and prom-
ises rule by divine instruction 
in the shape of Sharia law, 
harshly interpreted.

The Gospel story is at the 
heart of Christianity. It culmi-
nates in the passion, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
In this enlightening study, 

David Lloyd Dunesbury takes 
a central episode of the story, 
the trial of Jesus before Pilate, 
and follows its impact on how 
Europeans came to a view 
of the relationship between 
Church and state, between 
revelation and politics, com-
pletely different from that of 
the Taliban.

We learn how the Church 
developed and deployed the 
notion of the secular to shape 
its understanding of the rela-
tionship between Pope and 
emperor.

Meditations
St Augustine laid the founda-
tions with his meditations on 
Jesus’ response to Pilate: “My 
Kingdom is not this world”. He 
distinguished a ‘city of God’ 
from a ‘city of men’.

Christians inhabit both cit-
ies. From the perspective of the 
city of God, they see the dan-
gers of the city of men with its 

temptations to pride and domi-
nation. While they are encour-
aged to move the cities closer, 
they know as they pray ‘thy 
Kingdom come’ that the gap is 
not theirs to close.

We hear criticism of the sec-
ular and especially ‘secularism’ 
from the side of the believer. 
We should pay more attention 
to criticisms from the side of 
politics. Jean-Jacques Rousseau 
is a key figure in the history of 
western political thought and 
action. His understanding of 
democracy had a major impact, 
not least on the course of the 
French Revolution.

The distinction between a 
kingdom in the here and now, 
and a kingdom ‘not of this 
world’ divides loyalty, he tells 
us, and weakens the former. 
As Mr Dunesbury reminds 
us, he writes in the Social 
Contract, perhaps his most 
influential contribution, 
“Mohammed had very sound 

Seekers after spiritual truth 
transferring naturally to 
television.

John Cassian and his 
companion Germanus made 
an expedition through the 
Egyptian desert, question-
ing the most revered teach-
ers among the monastic 
communities in their 
isolated monasteries about 
what their purpose was, 
what they hoped for, and 
about theological matters 
such as the action of grace 
in moving the individual 
soul towards God, and 
many other ideas which 
became matters of contro-
versy at the early Councils. 

It was John Cassian who 
is largely credited with 
introducing the monas-
tic concepts of the East 
into Western Europe, and 
by extension into early 
Christian Ireland in the 4th 
Century.

Hugh MacMahon has 
made an ancient classic 
greatly influential in its 
own time readily available 
to present-day readers. 

Real purpose
This is engaging, but 
perhaps the real purpose 
behind the book is to take 
its readers back to a time 
when the institutional 
Church did not exist in the 
way it did later. Here was 
a faith driven from the 
ground up and not imposed 
(often sternly) from above. 
Hugh MacMahon sees this 
form of early Christianity 
as a model for the modern 
world to aspire to. It is 
this, I think, which gives 
the book its special inter-
est, and which will make 
essential reading for many 
restless with what they 
often encounter in the par-
ishes today.

He remarks that in 
early Christian Ireland an 
illiterate monk was to the 
Irish mind an impossibility. 
True enough. But one book 
should always lead the 
readers on to other books. 
The text as it is has one 
failing: there is no indica-
tion of sources, or of the 
essential books for further 
reading. This is a small mat-
ter which can be remedied 
in the further printings the 
book deserves to have.

Hugh MacMahon 
recently told an interviewer 
that his new book was writ-
ten for those who want “to 
understand their Irish her-
itage and people wanting 
to know what Christian life 
was like before it became 
cluttered by later theologis-
ing and devotions”.

pinnacle out in the wild 
Atlantic. And indeed he does, 
but in an unexpected way.

Monks
He deals not so much with 
the monks on the island, 
but with the sources of their 
ideas about the purpose of 
monasticism. These derive 
from Egyptian Christian 
sources, notably through the 
writings of St John Cassian.

On the whole, as I have 
remarked before, Irish 
Catholics are so focused on 
Rome that the Eastern and 
Orthodox tradition remain 
a closed world to them, 
despite their influence on 
early Christian culture on 
our own island, that which 
claims to be ‘orthodox’, is 
certainly not Orthodox.

❛❛ It was John 
Cassian who is 
largely credited 
with introducing 
the monastic 
concepts of the 
East into Western 
Europe”

Fr MacMahon’s text 
derives from John Cassian’s 
own writings arranged in 
language that makes for 
easier understanding by 
modern readers. His version 
is engaging and enlighten-
ing, and will capture the 
interest of many enquir-
ing minds in these days 
of change. One can see it 

Orthodox icon of 
St John Cassian.

❛❛The political temptation to dissolve 
the secular and endow states with 
a quasi-religious mystique delivers 
calamitous consequences”



38 | Classifieds || The Irish Catholic, September 23, 2021

Classifieds The deadline for advertising in the classifieds is 10.30am, 
the Friday before publication. Contact the Classified Team on 

01 687 4024 or email advertising@irishcatholic.ieClassifieds The deadline for advertising in the classifieds is 10.30am, 
the Friday before publication. Contact the Classified Team on 

01 687 4094 or email advertising@irishcatholic.ieClassifieds The deadline for advertising in the classifieds is 10.30am, 
the Friday before publication. Contact the Classified Team on 

01 687 4024 or email advertising@irishcatholic.ieClassifieds The deadline for advertising in the classifieds is 10.30am, 
the Friday before publication. Contact the Classified Team on 

01 687 4094 or email advertising@irishcatholic.ie

Please pray for the beatification of

Little Nellie  
of Holy God

“May God enrich with every blessing all those  
who recommend frequent Communion to little  
boys and girls proposing Nellie as their model” 

– Pope St Pius X, June 4, 1912

SERVICES
ALL UNWANTED home waste removed. Cookers, 
fridges, beds, suites, wardrobes, carpets etc. Re-
moved and disposed of in a proper manner. No job 
too small or big. Contact Tommy, 087 6406015. 

To join in Sr. Stan's vision please 
contact cian.dikker@focusireland.ie 
or phone 01 881 5962

Inspired by the vision and    
passion of Sr. Stan, many    
people are choosing to leave      
a loving gift in their will to 
support people who are 

a place they can call home.

Please remember GOAL in your Will
42 years on we continue to deliver lifesaving support 
to the most vulnerable people in our world. Leaving a 

gift in your Will is priceless.

Contact Courtenay on
01 2809779 or via email at cpollard@goal.ie

Registered Charity No. 20010980; CHY 6271

To learn more about the Holy 
Father’s official charity for overseas 
mission, call Fiona on 01 497 2035 or 
visit www.missio.ie

By choosing to leave a gift in 
your will to Missio Ireland,  
you are choosing to share 
God’s love with those who 
need it most.

The Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, 

In the past I have asked for 

many favours.

This time I ask for a  

special one. (mention here)

Take it, dear Heart of Jesus, and 

place it within your own broken 

Heart where your  

Father sees it.

Then, in his merciful eyes,  

it will become your favour,  

not mine. Amen.

Say this prayer for three days.  

P.D.

The Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, 

In the past I have asked for 

many favours.

This time I ask for a  

special one. (mention here)

Take it, dear Heart of Jesus, and 

place it within your own broken 

Heart where your  

Father sees it.

Then, in his merciful eyes,  

it will become your favour,  

not mine. Amen.

Say this prayer for three days.  

S.K.

Who will pass 
on the flame 
of faith?

Phone 01 6874028 
in strictest confidence

For over 130 years, 
The Irish Catholic has 
been a voice of hope 
and inspiration for Catho-
lics in Ireland. Help us 
pass on the flame of faith 
by remembering us in 
your Will.

Classifieds: 01 687 4094

Follow The 
Irish Catholic 

on Twitter

IrishCathNews

VENERABLE

EDEL QUINN

LEGION OF MARY Centenary
F O U N D E D  7  S E P T E M B E R  1 9 2 1JOIN US LIVE from

Deansgrange Cemetery
at 3PM GMT Saturday 25th September

To celebrate the birth of  
Venerable Edel Mary Quinn  

in September 1907 on  
The Feast of The Exaltation  

of the Holy Cross 

Also to celebrate this September the  
Centenary of the founding of the Legion of Mary,  

to which Edel dedicated her life.

Join us on  
ZOOM

Meeting ID 847 609 5920
Passcode 811527

013RC2021-09-23.pdf013RC2021-09-23.pdf

www.irishcatholic.com/product/mag-
nificat-subscription

www.irishcatholic.com/product/
magnificat-subscription

magnificat@irishcatholic.ie      
01 6874024

M

A

€53
Annual subscription

*
SUBSCRIBE 
NOW FOR

Your Daily Mass and Prayer Companion
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Leisure timeLeisure time
CrosswordCrossword Junior Gordius 323

Across
1 Washington Irving character 

who fell asleep for twenty 
years in the Catskill Moun-
tains (3,3,6)

7 Leinster river seen finally in 
Dundee (3)

9 Pace (4)
10 Rarely (6)
11 Practise needlecraft (4)
14 Castor (5)
15 Jibe (5)
16 Type of fruit (4)
18 Friends can let off steam (5)
21 Burn the edges of something 

(5)
22 City in Emilia-Romagna, 

Italy (5)
23 Tall and thin (5)
24 The yellow part of an egg (4)
25 Encourage - with an ovum 

aboard? (3,2)
26 Three-dimensional represen-

tation of the earth (5)
29 Movie based on Dick King-

Smith’s book ‘The Sheep 
Pig’ (4)

33 Aim ale to upset Ms Earhart 
(6)

34 A skua disturbed some other 
birds (4)

36 Strong, alkaline liquid used in 
cleaning, etc (3)

37 Would this identify the nup-
tials of a cue ball? (5,7)

Down 
1 Furrow or groove in the 

ground (3)
2 The one smoked by Sherlock 

Holmes was a calabash (4)
3 As well (4)
4 Coming from the Land of the 

Valleys (5)
5 Hangman’s knot (5)
6 Adam and Eve’s garden 

paradise (4)
8 Trainees rent out such per-

formers (12)
9 Ostentatious possession to 

show one’s wealth (6,6)
12 Ship’s smokestack (6)
13 This metal may be ‘stainless’ 

(5)
14 Female adult (5)
17 Make angry (6)
19 Herb of the mint family (5)
20 & 27 It indicates a maximum 

rate of vehicular progress 
(5,5)

28 In an inferior position (5)
30 Make beer (4)
31 Female house servant (4)
32 Dry riverbed (4)
35 Cask (3)

Across
1 You may not be able to see 

the sun when the sky is like 
this (6)

6 Exactly the same (5)
7 Not anything (7)
8 It grows in a lawn (5)
9 Heats water in a kettle (5)
11 These birds are said to get 

up very early (5)
13 Discovers (5)
16 Sport played with a cue (7)
18 Large birds of prey (6)
19 Putting a question (6)
Down
1 Treat you might buy at a 

fairground (5,5)
2 The tenth month of the year 

(7)
3 You can make these flowers 

into a chain (7)
4 A person can be called a 

_____ being (5)
5 ‘Specs’ (7)
6 Hens lay them (4)
10 The team with the highest 

score will ___ (3)
12 Tap a door to ask someone 

to open it (5)
14 Set of twelve (5)
15 Eager (4)
17 Piece of torn clothing (3)

Crossword Junior Gordius 401 Gordius 526

 SOLUTIONS, SEPTEMBER 16
GORDIUS NO. 525

Across – 1 Tapestries  6 Trio  10 Santa Maria  11 Versatile  12 
Weekend  15 Tonic  17 Ugli fruit  18 Avon  21 Penance  23 Deter  24 

Smog  25 Evil  26 Cafes  28 Eclairs  33 Plunderer  34 Ranch  35 Seth  
36 Floodwater

Down –1 Tusk  2 Pentecost  3 Snack  4 Raven  5 Euro  7 Reign  8 
Overcharge  9 Pastime  13 Elbe  14 Durable  16 Landscapes  20 

Rembrandt  21 Preside  22 Coil  29 Curio  30 Arrow  31 Oral  32 Cher
CHILDREN’S No. 400

Across – 1 Footprints  7 Agent  8 Candles  10 Catch  12 Name  14 
Skeleton  16 Amen  17 Step  19 Disease  20 Head  21 Works

Down – 1 France  2 Overtake  3 Pitch  4 Iron  5 Tail  6 Aisle  9 
Dinosaur  11 Seesaw  13 Ants  14 Smoke  15 Ended  18 Eels
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A gift in your will to Irish Hospice Foundation is a 
meaningful way to help ensure no-one faces death or 
bereavement without the care and support they need.

Email Clare Martin at 
clare.martin@hospicefoundation.ie 
or call 01 679 3188

www.hospicefoundation.ie

Will the MSC Missions
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart bring hope to the

poorest people living in over 48 countries worldwide.

Contact:
MSC Missions Office, PO Box 23 Western Road, Cork.

Tel: 021 – 454 5704          Email: info@mscmissions.ie

www.mscmissions.ie

Please help us with a gift in your Will

Please pray for the beatification of

Little Nellie  
of Holy God

“May God enrich with every blessing all those  
who recommend frequent Communion to little  
boys and girls proposing Nellie as their model” 

– Pope St Pius X, June 4, 1912

Merchants Quay Ireland reaches out with 
kindness to people living on our streets, sleep-
ing in doorways, suffering and alone.

Your legacy, of any amount, can enfold the most 
vulnerable and lonely in wrap-around supports. 
You may wish to keep the details con�dential. 
But we want to give you this little wooden 
keepsake, made by a client, for you.

This is your heart for the homeless and those on 
the road to recovery.

Your heart for 
the homeless

To receive your little wooden heart and
 information on remembering

Merchants Quay Ireland in your will, ring Emma 
Murphy, Legacies Manager at 01-524 0965 

or email emma.murphy@mqi.ie
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Leisure timeLeisure time
CrosswordCrossword Junior Gordius 323 Gordius 446

Across 
1 Fearful creatures of folklore 

developed in blob? Gosh! 
(10)

6 Travelled quickly, scooting 
past every dawdler at first 
(4)

10 & 15a These avian seasonal 
visitors might make a grebe 
tense (5,5)

11 He wrote lots of letters 
- from the capital of 
Minnesota? (5,4)

12 Denizens of the ice rink (7)
15 See 10 across
17 Rocky outcrop (4)
18 Sacred (4)
19 Ms Doolittle, of ‘Pygmalion’ 

and ‘My Fair Lady’ (5)
21 Fast food establishment that 

makes one sprightly? (7)
23 & 34a Team sport might be 

burning you (5,5)
24 See the cardinal and Patrick 

involved in a tiff (4)
25 Attest that Vera is upset (4)
26 An easily taken goal, 

or the result of a faucet 
installation? (3-2)

28 Great joy (7)
33 Transmit over the airwaves 

(9)
34 See 23 across
35 The Spanish potassium’s 

good for such creatures (4)

36 Can Gene hop around here 
in Denmark? (10)

Down
1 Central parts of wheels (4)
2 Classic actors’ good luck 

wish that might make a 
barge leak (5,1,3)

3 Group of eight (5)
4 One doesn’t succeed when 

roles are reassigned (5)
5 Cuticle (4)
7 Location for quiet needlework 

(5)
8 Italian cheese might make 

the colt elated (10)
9 Reel, walk unsurely (7)
13 Every Englishman accepts 

cold ham starters (4)
14 One can show respect for a 

item of regalia (7)
16 How caring, to scorch one 

piece of furniture (10)
20 While getting better, the 

little devil is wandering (9)
21 Type of poison (7)
22 Ms Fitzgerald is to be found 

in a cellar (4)
27 Wine of poor quality (5)
29 Metric unit of capacity (5)
30 Make physical contact (5)
31 Portuguese city with a 

distant ring to it (4)
32 Presently, one will see ‘The 

Headless Clergyman’ (4)

Across 
1 After you cook it in water, 

crack this open to enjoy it 
(6,3)

7 This pirate is Peter Pan’s 
enemy (7,4)

8 Selected (5)
9 Goes over articles, and gets 

them ready to be published 
in the paper. (5)

11 Wicked (4)
14 Pulled sharply. (6)
16 Number that means a 

single thing (3)
17 Enormous (8)
18 Use your lips to do this (4)
19 Very harsh (6)

Down
1 Two-wheeler (7)

2 Getting better at something 
(9)

3 You use it to rub things out 
(6)

4 Bert’s best friend in Sesame 
Street. (5)

5 Getting bigger. (7)
6 You put this in a fountain 

pen (3)
10 Sorrow (7)
12 A person speaks with this 

(5)
13 Go away (5)
14 The name of a book or 

film. (5)
15 A type of lizard (5)

CrosswordCrossword Junior Gordius 337 Gordius 460

 SOLUTIONS, JUNE 11
 GORDIUS No. 459

Across – 1 Spacecraft  6 Flog  10 On cue  11 Fragrance  12 Crashed  
15 Turin 17 Emus  18 Unit  19 Accra  21 Jackdaw  23 Lunge  24 Emit  

25 Halo  26 Salvo  28 Pharaoh  33 Inflation  34 Rioja  35 Gush   
36 Holy Orders

Down – 1 Snow  2 Accordion  3 Evens  4 Rifle  5 Fear  7 Liner   
8 Green Party 9 Fretsaw  13 Ha-ha  14 Desktop publishing   

20 Cameo role  21 Jehovah 22 Asia  27 Lifts  29 Handy  30 Rarer   
31 Lido  32 Jaws

 CHILDREN’S No. 336
Across – 1 Barack Obama  6 Tablets  8 Touch  9 Heels  10 Prince   

13 Rescue  16 Beetle  17 Cobweb  18 Log  19 Kettle  20 Euro
Down – 1 Butcher  2 Robbers  3 Chess  4 Oyster  5 Autumn  7 Shoe  

10 Pebble – 11 Ice Age  12 Colour  14 Elope  15 Cow
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26 Mountjoy Square, Dublin 1 
Ph:01 8552790 | email: fandl@iol.ie

www.familyandlife.org
www.prolife.ie

For further advice or to avail 
of our Solicitor’s free Wills 
service, please contact us 

today on

01-8552790

Family Life

There is no greater legacy that will leave a mark 
on future generations than supporting our pro-life 
and pro-family work.
With your legacy commitment today we will 
Rebuild a Culture of Life in Ireland.
Call for our free brochure today to find out how 
you can save countless lives for years to come.

Legacy 
for Life

It’s easy to get started, and we’ll 
help you every step of the way.
Call Grace Kelly on 01 629 3333, 
email grace.kelly@trocaire.org 
or write to me at Trócaire, 
Maynooth, Co Kildare. 

When you remember 
Trócaire in your 
Will, you bring hope 
to people living in 
the world’s 
poorest places

One day, parents and their 
children will tell the story 
of how your legacy of love 
changed their lives.
Thank you for considering a 
gift to Trócaire in your Will.

Will the MSC Missions
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart bring hope to the

poorest people living in over 48 countries worldwide.

Contact:
MSC Missions Office, PO Box 23 Western Road, Cork.

Tel: 021 – 454 5704          Email: info@mscmissions.ie

www.mscmissions.ie

Please help us with a gift in your Will

Please pray for the beatification of

Little Nellie  
of Holy God

“May God enrich with every blessing all those  
who recommend frequent Communion to little  
boys and girls proposing Nellie as their model” 

– Pope St Pius X, June 4, 1912
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Punctuation in anticipation of the synodal pathway 
Notebook Fr Vincent Sherlock

SYNODAL PATHWAY… I am not 
sure whether that should be fol-
lowed with an exclamation mark, 
a question mark or a full stop!

Synodal pathway! (Exclama-
tion mark) That could work. I am 
prone to overusing exclamation 
marks and am not quite sure why. 
I like them. They suggest life, a 
bit of fun and wonder and, I like 
to think, engagement. So, I think 
it could work there. It would be 
great to think that the synodal 
pathway would be life giving, that 
there would be room for fun – the 
bit of banter over and back until 
something positive emerges, and 
certainly there is place in it for 
wonder: “I wonder what will come 
of this?”, “I wonder will my voice 
be heard?”, “I wonder will I find 
my voice at all?”, “I wonder how 
open I will be to some of the items 
raised along the way?”

Numbered
Wonder, with awe, in God’s pres-
ence is numbered as one of the 
seven-fold gifts so it is certain, it 
deserves its place on the journey 
envisaged by the Irish Church at 
this time. So, the synodal path-
way! is through to the next round.

Synodal pathway? (Question 
mark) This seems to be a given. 

The question and the question-
ing, the answer and the answer-
ing have to be central to all that, 
please God, might happen in the 
coming years. Real questions 
around life, faith, worship, roles, 
equality, ministry, reaching out 
to the lapsed, encouraging the 
young, affirming the aged and 
struggling and so much more will 
have to be asked and revisited. 

But … there is always a but! 
The full stop has merit too. It is 
about stopping, standing still and 
assessing where we have been and 
where we are going. It is about 
slowing things down, avoiding the 
rush and taking a breath. Maybe 
we should call it back before it is 
too late. Still though, ‘full stop’ is 
so final. Maybe there are other 
options open to us. ‘Synodal path-
way;’ or ‘Synodal pathway,’ – the 
semi-colon and the comma know 
something about the full stop too 
and the need to take a break, take 
a moment so that the text does not 
run away with us or from us. With-
out closing any doors, they each 
invite a more measured pace that 
allows for pausing and reflecting. 
They, in their turn, allow us to look 
back at what has gone before and 
to ease into what is to follow. Yes, 
the comma, the semi-colon and 
maybe even the colon, have earned 
their place and are all through to 
the next round.

Punctuation is one thing, 
important and not to be ignored, 
but persistence will be the key, a 
willingness to walk slowly, think 
clearly, listen attentively and 
speak respectfully will combine 
to make something real of what 
could all too easily be a full stop!

The questions must be carefully 
prepared, prayed about and asked 
only if there is an openness to the 
answers received. Some of the 
answers will enliven, some will 
dampen the spirits, others will 
uplift while still more will con-
fuse. Alongside all of this there 
may well be anger and frustra-
tion too, as some of the answers 
fall short of what some might 
hope for. Yes, the question mark 
most certainly has its place and is 
through to the next round.

Full Stop
Synodal pathway. (Full stop) Not 
so sure about that one. I am not 
sure a “full stop” would serve 
much purpose. The stop suggests 
lack of movement, inflexibility, 
closed minds, hardened hearts 
and no room for manoeuvre. It 
suggests an ending before there 
is even a beginning. “We are not 
discussing this, full stop” is hardly 
a good place to start any journey. 
Certainly, it would be a flawed 
way to enter a period of discus-
sion and reflection around some-
thing as central to our lives as 
Church, its role and purpose in our 
lives. So, though it has its place, it 
seems to me the full stop is not 
going through to the next round! 
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Your help is urgently needed

exacerbated by covid, such that many are poverty-stricken. In 
his audience of 4 August, the Pope said: “Today I would also 

Lebanon concrete assistance, not only with words but 

humanitarian aid. Cardinal Bechara Rai of Lebanon 
says his country is host to two million refugees in 

Hailegabriel Meleku, OFM Cap, writes: “The Capu-
chin brothers and students of Kobbo mission, Ethio-
pia, evacuated the mission to save their lives. Many 
people are displaced, some killed.  There is no 
telephone line, no water, no electricity, no transport 
in the town.  There is a shortage of food and every-
thing.  The war is causing many bad consequences in 
the country.  Kindly keep our mission in your 
prayers.”

“Jesus wills that we give alms 
to Him as to one poor and 

needy. He puts Himself as it 
were at our mercy; He will take 
nothing but what we give Him 
from our heart, and the very 
least trifle is precious in His 

sight.” ~  St Therese

HAITI 
EARTHQUAKE 
EMERGENCY 

APPEAL
  Thousands of injured 
and homeless people 

urgently need help
Your donation, large or small, to 

The Little Way Association’s 
appeal for the earthquake victims 

in Haiti will be sent direct, 
without deduction, to provide 
emergency kits, food, shelter, 
water, sanitation and medical 
supplies for the thousands of 
injured and homeless people.

THE NEEDS NOW ARE 
IMMENSE. 

 Please be as generous as 
you can and remember the 
suffering people of Haiti in 

your prayers.

The Pope with a Lebanese flag at his 
4 August audience, at which he 
appealed for the people of Lebanon.

Please will you help?

the hierarchy and missionaries in these 

DEDUCTION to the church working to 

send whatever you can today.

9 771393 683095

9 771393 683095
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Another option…
I heard a story once of a man 
who was correcting the Leav-
ing Cert English Paper. One 
student’s script was filled 
with page after page of text 
that included no punctuation 
whatsoever. Each answer 
began with a capital letter 
and ended with a full stop 
with no use of punctuation in 
between. The final sheet of the 
answer book was filled with 
question marks, commas, 
semi-colons, colons, apostro-
phes, quotation marks, and 
any other punctuation mark 
the student could think of 
and underneath was written: 
“Dear examiner please stick 
these in where needed!”


