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THREE DAY PILGRIMAGE
CONTINUES until 15th August

In our changing world, Lough Derg is committed to hold open a space for the 
less obvious things, for the deeper things, for the things that often get put 
on the long finger: time for the deeper self, for the hidden self – time for self 
and God. Pilgrims arrive daily between 11.00am & 3pm. No need to book. 

(Tuesday 13th August is the last day to begin the pilgrimage)
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Colm Fitzpatrick 
and Chai Brady
Parents are morally obliged 
to vaccinate their children if 
it poses a serious risk to their 
health, priests and theologi-
ans have said.

With over 20 confirmed 
measles cases in the Dub-
lin area since the beginning 
of the year, and other fringe 
outbreaks in Donegal, reli-
gious and ethicists are urg-
ing parents to vaccinate their 
children. 

“If there’s a danger of a 
child contracting a grave ill-
ness and there’s vaccination 
readily available that’s afford-
able without controversial 
side effects, then there is an 
onus on parents to avail of 
that,” Fr Alan O’Sullivan OP 
told The Irish Catholic, adding 
that this moral duty can shift 
depending on the seriousness 
of the disease. 

Likewise, Fr Michael Short-
hall, secretary of the Irish 

Bishops’ Consultative Group 
on Bioethics and Life Ques-
tions agrees that parents 
have a moral obligation to 
take their children’s health 
seriously.

“In Catholic teaching, there 
is a concept called the com-
mon good and one aspect of 
the common good is public 
health. So, parents by vacci-
nating their children, they’re 
not just protecting their chil-
dren – making choices about 
their children – but they’re 
making choices, in effect, 
about their community and 
they relate to the commu-
nity,” Fr Shorthall said.

Spread
The comments come as a 
new survey carried out by 
biomedical research charity 
Wellcome has revealed that 
Ireland’s trust of medical vac-
cines is lower than the inter-
national average, sitting at a 
mere 74%.

» Continued on Page 2

Parents are ‘morally obliged’ 
to vaccinate their babies
Only 74% of Irish trust 
medical vaccines

 Five cyclists celebrate after completing the 2,000km ultra-cycling challenge from Lourdes to Knock in fi ve days to 
raise funds for Down Syndrome and mental health awareness in Ireland’s farming community. (l-r) Jonathan Verry 
(Crossmolina), Gary Bigley (Kiltimagh), Maurice Dore (Mulling), Alan Heaney – Leader (Killasser, Swinford) and Gerry 
Boots. 

Tour de force reaches Knock
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 Prayer service to help ‘grieving 
community’ after Ana verdict
Chai Brady
A prayer service to comfort fami-
lies will be held in Leixlip, Co. Kil-
dare this Sunday in the wake of 
the tragic murder of Ana 
Kriegel (14, pictured).

Confey parish is organ-
ising the service “for peo-
ple to come to pray for 
families who are hurting 
and grieving and for the 
entire parish community”, 
according to Administrator 
Fr Tony O’Shaughnessy.

Those convicted of her mur-
der, 14-year-olds known as Boy 
A and Boy B throughout the case, 
were found guilty unanimously 
by a jury on June 18. Ana and the 
two boys are all from the area.

Fr O’Shaughnessy said: “I’m 
talking to people still, people are 
trying to come to the reality of 
the enormity of this event, this 
tragedy. 

“People are still a little bit fear-
ful of saying too much, or saying 
anything, but I’m just giving our 
parishioners that opportunity 
and space to come together, to 
be with one another, to pray for 
all that are hurting and grieving 
and to pray for the entire parish 
community.

“It will cover everybody with-
out it being specifically related to 

one particular group.”
Ana was born in Siberia in 

2004 and was adopted at age 
two. She was killed on May 14 
last year in St Catherine’s Park in 

Lucan.
The trial was adjourned 

until July 15 to allow psy-
chiatric, probation and 
school reports to be sub-
mitted. Both boys have 
been remanded in Obers-
town Detention Centre 
until then. 

The case has been particularly 
high-profile due to the age of the 
children involved. Boy A and Boy 
B are reported to be the youngest 
people to be convicted of murder 
in the history of the State.

Grief
Fr O’Shaughnessy described the 
planned service as “an opportu-
nity to come together as a com-
munity to pray for families who 
are obviously in deep grief and 
pain and hurt and to pray for one 
another and the entire parish 
community in the wake of the 
recent unfolding tragedies and 
more so in recent times”.

By then schools will be closed, 
he explained, adding that he 
didn’t want to do anything that 
might “resurrect negative emo-
tions”.

Pilgrimage walk 
to celebrate St 
Oliver Plunkett
Staff  reporter 
A three-day walk to 
celebrate the 350th 
anniversary of St Oliver 
Plunkett’s appointment 
to the See of Armagh will 
take place next month.

The pilgrimage walk 
begins at St Peter’s in 
Drogheda, the shrine of 
the relics of St Plunkett, 
in July 7 at 10.45am and 
finishes in Armagh’s St 
Patrick’s Cathedral, with 
the unveiling of a statue of 
the saint. 

Masses and Prayer 
Services will be celebrated 
at different points along 
the way.

Anyone who is 
interested in walking the 
last stage is asked to join 
the walk at Corran Hall 
(Newtownhamilton Road) 
on Tuesday, July 9 at 4pm. 
A short prayer service will 
take place at St Patrick’s 
Church, Ballymacnab at 
4.30pm. 

People are also welcome 
to meet the walk at St 
Malachy’s Church on the 
Tuesday evening at 6.30pm 
and then walk through the 
centre of Armagh to the 
Cathedral for the special 
celebration at 7.30pm.

Colm Fitzpatrick
A ten-year-old boy is walking the Camino 
to raise funds for children exposed to 
violence and poverty on the streets.

Christopher Nugent from Ballina in Co. 
Mayo is currently journeying on his third 
Camino, this time walking 400 kilometres 
from Saint Jean Pied de Port in France to 
Leon in Spain, with his father Robert.

“He’s enjoying it very much at the 
moment, Mr Nugent told The Irish 
Catholic, adding that “ we’re not killing 
ourselves” over the 16-day walking period.

All money raised will go towards Let 
The Children Live, a charity that works 
with children from the streets and shanty-
towns of the city of Medellín. It aims both 
to safeguard the lives of children from the 
violence and poverty of the streets, and to 
make their lives worth living by providing 
an education and a future.

Intrigue
The 400-kilometre walk began on June 21 
and fi nishes on July 9. Christopher walked 
from Porto in Portugal in 2017 and from 
Leon to Santiago last year. 

“Everyone is intrigued at him walking,” 
Mr Nugent said, adding that it is a tradition 
that he and his son hope to continue. 

“I do it every year, this is my sixth year, 
we’ll probably do the whole one in the next 

couple of years.” 
You can follow Christopher 

on https://www.facebook.com/
kidsonthecaminodesantiago/ to see 
the daily updates on the 16-day-walk 
from France to Spain via Pamplona and 
Burgos.

Christopher Nugent 
with his dad, Robert.

Mayo boy’s Camino for children on streets 

RALLY FOR LIFE. SAT, JULY 6, PARNELL SQ, DUBLIN.

STAND FOR LIFE at Ireland’s largest pro-life 
rally in support of the right to life of every 
human person, because no vote, no act of 
parliament, can ever make it right to kill a child. 
Already people are regretting voting for this 
cruel and unjust law. JOIN us to show we will 
ALWAYS continue to stand for life. 

PLEASE HELP US TO MAKE THE RALLY 
POSSIBLE BY CALLING 01 8730465 TO 
MAKE A DONATION TODAY. WE 
URGENTLY NEED YOUR HELP. 

THE RALLY 
NEEDS YOU. 

The Rally is organised by Life Institute, Precious Life & Youth Defence 

Still human, still alive.
Still needs your voice.
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Support the Pro Life Campaign in your will.

The Pro Life Campaign promotes pro-life
education and defends human life at all stages.

For more info visit www.prolifecampaign.ie 
Contact us today to order a copy of our Wills leaflet. 

Pro Life Campaign, Suite 60, Clifton House, Lower Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 2
info@prolifecampaign.ie   |   01 6629275

LET'S WORK FOR A BETTER SOCIETY FOR 
OUR CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN.  

LEAVE A LEGACY FOR LIFE.

JOE WALSH TOURS
ESCORTED TOURS 2019

info@joewalshtours.ie  |  01 241 0800  |  www.joewalshtours.ie  |  143 Lower Baggot Street, Dublin 2
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• Visiting Lourdes, Rocamadour, 
Nevers, Paris, Lisieux

• Visit to the monastic city in 
Rocamadour and the 
Church of the Black 
Madonna and the 
Miraculous Bell

SHRINES OF FRANCE 
6 AUGUST  |  7 NIGHTS

• Visiting Fátima, Santiago de 
Compostela, Burgos & Lourdes

• In Santiago de Compostela, visit 
places associated with 
St. James

• Half board; lunch also 
included in Lourdes

SHRINES OF EUROPE 
26 AUGUST  |  9 NIGHTS

Visit to the monastic city in 
€

f949
pps

from

Santiago de Compostela, visit 
€

f949
pps

from

Contact Joe Walsh Tours for more details: 01 241 0800

Greg Daly
The Irish Catholic has 
scooped a major interna-
tional religious journalism 
prize for the second year 
running.

The ‘Welcome, Pope 
Francis’ special issue won 
first place in the ‘Best spe-
cial supplement – one-time 
special issue’ category of 
the Catholic Press Awards, 
held this year in St Peters-
burg, Florida. The award to 
the staff of The Irish Catho-
lic for the 48-page special 
issue, published just ahead 
of the Pope’s arrival in 
Ireland in August 2018, fol-
lows last year’s triumph in 
the same category for 2017’s 
‘Reformation 500’ issue.

The newspaper placed 
in five categories in this 
year’s awards, and received 
two honourable mentions, 
building on last year’s per-
formance, when, entering 
the Catholic Press Asso-
ciation competition for the 
first time, The Irish Catholic 
placed in four categories 
and received one honour-
able mention.

Coverage of how a 
group that campaigned for 
reduced religious influence 
in Church-owned schools 
was recognised by the 
State’s ethics watchdog as a 
campaigning organisation 
in receipt of funds vastly in 
excess of amounts permit-
ted for such groups earned 
this newspaper a second-
place award for investiga-
tive news writing. 
Analysis of three disap-

pointing aspects of 2018’s 
papal visit also won the 
paper a third-place ranking 
in the ‘Best coverage – papal 
trips’ category.

The Pope’s visit also 
provided the context for the 
third-place winner in the 

‘Best personality profile – 
national newspaper or wire 
service’ category for ‘From 
addiction’s darkness to fam-
ily joy’, a feature on onetime 
heroin addict Damien 
Richardson.

Determination
The Irish Catholic also won 
a third-place ranking for 
‘Best coverage – religious 
liberty issues’, taking into 
account Susan Gately’s Feb-
ruary 2018 profile of pro-
life student Katie Ascough, 
David Quinn’s August  piece 
on apparent Government 
determination to exclude 
religion from public life, 
and Dr Noreen O’Carroll’s 
December claim that ‘The 
abortion law is about coer-
cion and manipulation’.

This newspaper also 
received honourable men-
tions in the ‘Best national 
newspaper’ category and 
for ‘Best analysis’, the 
latter for ‘Changing the 
electoral landscape’, a May 
2018 piece on Google’s 
role in last year’s referen-
dum on the rights of the 
unborn.

Bumper papal issue sees IC top 
Catholic press awards...again!

cial supplement – one-time 
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Irish democracy 
is threatened by 
Google’s actions 
last week, writes 
Greg Daly

Online ads, said Save 

the 8th spokes-

man John McGuirk 

back in March, had 

always been planned as a key 

part of the referendum strat-

egy in the campaign to keep 

Ireland’s constitutional pro-

tection for unborn children.

“It’s going to be very sig-

nificant, we’re going to spend 

a significant chunk of our 

budget reaching voters,” he 

told thejournal.ie, adding 

“for the simple reason that 

we have to” and that the cam-

paign’s overall budget was 

€400,000.

anomalous fortnight, and 

perhaps people would contest 

the PLC’s methods in weigh-

ing things up, but broadly 

speaking most honest people 

would concede that Ireland’s 

traditional media are heav-

ily dominated by pro-choice 

voices, such that there’s a 

case to be made that our pub-

lic discourse around abortion 

has been distorted and even 

vitiated for years.
All of which makes Goog-

le’s decision last week to 

reject all referendum-related 

advertising, other than that 

from the Referendum Com-

mission, particularly alarm-

ing.

Methods
There are those who claim 

that this is a reasonable deci-

sion, considering concerns 

about foreign influence in the 

referendum, but leaving aside 

how those who say this tends 

to be all too ready to excuse 

pro-choice organisations’ use 

of foreign funding from the 

New York-based Open Society 

Foundation to buy the refer-

endum in the first place, this 

ignores how Google, unlike 

Facebook, is banning domes-

tic advertising.
Others maintain that this 

is absolutely fair, since it 

denies everyone the same 

platform, but that’s to ignore 

that “because we have to”.

There’s an internet meme 

about equality and justice 

that shows different people 

looking over a fence at a base-

ball game: one needs to stand 

on two boxes to see the game, 

one needs one box, and the 

tallest needs no boxes at all; 

if the boxes were taken away 

this would be an exercise in 

equality, but hardly one in 

justice, since not everybody 

needs the boxes to see.

❛❛ If slingshots 

were banned in 

ancient warfare, 

Goliath wouldn’t 

have been too 
bothered, but David 

would have been in 

real trouble”
To take another analogy, 

if slingshots were banned 

in ancient warfare, Goliath 

wouldn’t have been too both-

ered, but David would have 

been in real trouble.

All of which makes espe-

cially worrying Google’s deci-

sion to change the landscape 

of the referendum campaign 

little more than two weeks 

ahead of the vote, and makes 

especially alarming its refusal 

to justify or explain its deci-

sion.
The Irish Times has already 

reported that Google has 

declined to answer questions 

on this matter, and The Irish 

Catholic has received similar 

treatment.
Shortly after Google’s May 

9 decision, The Irish Catholic 

put four questions to MKC, 

the Irish company who han-

dles PR for the internet giant 

in this country.
1. Google say they have made 

this decision to protect elec-

toral integrity; what do they 

mean by ‘electoral integrity’ 

in this context?
2. Where is the evidence that 

electoral integrity has been 

compromised?
3. If electoral integrity has 

been compromised, what is 

the extent to which this has 

happened?
4. Facebook has taken meas-

ures to ensure there will be no 

foreign-funded ads during the 

referendum campaign period; 

why doesn’t Google simply do 

the same thing?
The response the following 

day could hardly have been 

more dismissive: “Thanks 

for your queries below but 

Google won’t be comment-

ing any further beyond the 

statement released yesterday, 

which again for info is: from 

May 10 we will pause all ads 

running related to the Irish 

referendum on the Eighth 

Amendment. 
“This is an issue that we 

have been closely monitoring 

for a while and been thinking 

about as part of our broader 

efforts around election integ-

rity globally. Please see here 

for our official statement 

which you can attribute to a 

Google spokesperson:  ‘Fol-

lowing our update around 

election integrity efforts glob-

ally, we have decided to pause 

all ads related to the Irish 

referendum on the Eighth 

Amendment.’”

● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

So far, so contemptuous of 

the Irish electorate, but there 

are grounds for even greater 

concern. Pat Leahy in The Irish 

Times has reported that peo-

ple close to Google and Face-

book believe that Google and 

Facebook had become wor-

ried that if the referendum 

were defeated, they would be 

the subject of an avalanche of 

blame and further scrutiny 

of their role in election cam-

paigns.
This in itself invites the 

question of whether the 

internet giants acted as they 

did in order to hinder a pos-

sible referendum outcome, 

which would surely consti-

tute serious foreign interfer-

ence in our democracy.

Elsewhere The Irish Times 

has reported that Google’s 

decision was made by  the 

company’s ‘global policy 

team’, with input from 

employees in Ireland, and 

that both Google and Face-

book have senior executives 

Changing the electoral landscape

“We have to get our mes-

sage out there and make sure 

that’s being seen by people,” 

he continued. “So we’ll make 

no apologies for spending sig-

nificantly online, a significant 

portion of our budget will go 

there, but it’ll all be above 

board. People will be able to 

see who’s advertising, if it’s 

us it will have our logo on it.”

Because we have to. That’s 

the key phrase in all of this.

Readers with long memo-

ries may recall the Pro Life 

Campaign’s early 2015 ‘33 to 

1’ campaign that maintained 

that in the space of a single 

fortnight in December 2014, 

Irish newspapers ran 33 arti-

cles from a pro-choice per-

spective and just one from a 

pro-life one.
That may have been an 

in Dublin who used to work in 

government, and take advice 

from public affairs consult-

ants.
Strikingly, the PR consult-

ant who announced Google’s 

decision has government 

links as good as anyone. 

Ciaran Conlan, MKC’s director 

of strategy and public policy, 

was until 2016 special adviser 

to Minister Richard Bruton 

and until 2011 communica-

tions director for Fine Gael.

It was Mr Conlan who 

texted Mr McGuirk at 12:24 

on Wednesday, May 9, to tell 

him that in six minutes’ time 

Google would be announcing 

that it would no longer be run-

ning referendum-related ads 

other than those put out by 

the Referendum Commission.

❛❛One release 

bearing an 
inaccurate date 

might be forgivable 

– it could...be a 

misfortune. But 

two?”
Predictably, No campaign-

ers were outraged by the deci-

sion. Equally predictably, Yes 

campaigners were delighted, 

and press releases issued by 

the Social Democrats at 12:59 

and by Together For Yes at 

15:58 on May 9 were suitably 

triumphant.
Curiously, though, both 

press releases were dated 

the previous day. The Social 

Democrats one is dated “8 

May 2018” at its base, while 

the Together For Yes one is 

headed “Tuesday, May 8, 

2018”.
One release bearing an 

inaccurate date might be for-

givable – it could, as Oscar 

Wilde might put it, be a mis-

fortune. But two? That looks 

like carelessness, or worse. 

How did these groups know 

of Google’s plans in advance? 

The obvious question here is 

whether there has been some 

collusion in the referendum 

campaign, and whether big 

business is working hand-

in-hand with politicians and 

campaigners to change Irish 

law.
Google, of course, isn’t say-

ing.
Given Google’s near-

monopolistic position in 

online searches and its 

overwhelming dominance 

through Youtube of internet 

videos, its mid-campaign 

changing of the electoral 

landscape,  its links to Yes 

campaigners, and its scorn-

ing of any transparency by 

refusing to justify its elec-

toral interference shows how 

empty its old motto ‘don’t be 

evil’ has become.

Inside Google.

The Irish Catholic, May 17, 2018
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Former 
UCD student 
president 
Katie Ascough 
talks to Susan 
Gately about 
winning the 
prestigious 
Westminster 
Award

On e  d e f i n i n g 
moment in Katie 
Ascough’s life was 
when she held 

her dead baby brother in her 
hand. Her mother, Jaclyn, 
had miscarried at home. “I 
remember holding him in 
the palm of my hand and 
being shocked by his incred-
ibly human details at just 13 

weeks. He had fingernails and 
even creases on his knuckles. 
He had a full body and a face, 
with perfect little ears. He 
was so perfectly human, only 
small,” she recounts. 

Fortunately he was not 
her only sibling, and the 
lively Dublin girl grew up as 

the “oldest of seven wild and 
wonderful children” to par-
ents Tom and Jaclyn. In her 
late teens she went to Univer-
sity College Dublin to study 
science where she shot to 
fame as the surprise winner 
of the Students’ Union presi-
dential elections in March 

2017, garnering 36% of first 
preference votes. It was a very 
unusual situation as Ascough 
was known to be pro-life and 
UCDSU had adopted a pro-
choice mandate the previous 
November.

From that moment she 
said, she felt she was walking 
around with a “target on her 
back”.

“From five minutes after 
I was elected, some stu-
dents started calling for my 
impeachment because I was 
pro-life and it was some of 
those exact same students 
who led the impeachment 
process in October,” she told 
The Irish Catholic this week.

The impeachment finally 
arose four months into her 
term. Ascough had promised 
to remain neutral on abor-
tion, but felt she had to with-
draw abortion information 
from the Winging It student 
magazine on the advice of 
the SU solicitor who said the 
distribution of the books was 
“almost certainly illegal”. 

“The core of it was that 
nobody should be forced to 
break the law against their 
will,” she said.

Broken
Opponents insisted this was 
not the case. The information 
had been published before 
without legal consequences. 
Ascough had promised to 
remain neutral on the Eighth 
Amendment when elected, 
she had broken that promise 
they said.

Her impeachment in Octo-
ber 2017 endorsed their views, 
with 69% of the 6,600 bal-
lots cast (20% of the possible 
electorate) voting to remove 
Ascough as president. Dur-
ing that time, little was heard 
from Katie Ascough herself. 
“It was a hectic time.  From 
memory my focus was on the 
impeachment process, it was 
on UCD, it wasn’t really my 
main objective to engage in 

national news.”
However, after her ousting 

as president, she put her side 
of the events to the public in 
one-on-one interviews with 
Pat Kenny and Marian Fin-
nucane. After a time away, in 
December she began do work 
for the Pro Life campaign 
(PLC).

The UCD impeachment 
remains a formative experi-
ence. The hardest thing, she 
says, was having erstwhile 
friends turn against her. “I 
understand that they were 
under pressure, there was a 
lot of misinformation.”

Last Tuesday in London, 
Katie Ascough was awarded 
the Westminster Award for 
Human Life, Human Rights, 
and Human Dignity. “I don’t 
know if I’d call it a vindica-
tion,” she says. It was definitely 
a happy ending to the whole 
impeachment process and eve-
rything that went with it.

❛❛Some students 
started calling for 
my impeachment 
because I was 
pro-life”

“I was blown away by the 
whole experience,” she says, 
which included a tour of the 
Houses of Lords and Com-
mons, tea in the Palace of 
Westminster, and addressing 
a group of around 50 people 
in the Committee Room of the 
House of Lords. Irish Catholic 
columnist Baroness Nuala 
O’Loan, Fiona Bruce MP, the 
chairperson of the All-Party 
Parliamentary Pro-Life Group 
in Westminster, and Lord 
David Alton also spoke.

Lord Alton, said Ms 
Ascough’s example would 
inspire many to “stand for the 
rights of all the vulnerable, 
and insist on the space and 
liberty to work on campus 

or in medicine with a clear 
conscience according to their 
best moral principles”.

In response Ascough said 
she hoped the award would 
give “hope and inspiration 
to every single pro-life per-
son who is out there – who 
is struggling to live out their 
pro-life views in a hostile 
environment”.  

To all those who feel belit-
tled or silenced or oppressed 
for being pro-life - this award 
is for you, she said.

She concluded, “I’m ask-
ing you to fight for your right 
to speak your mind. Fight for 
your right to have an opinion 
and live it fully and without 
fear. Fight for that right for 
your friends and family now, 
and for the generations to 
come.  We might not be able 
to stop the tragedy of abor-
tion today or tomorrow or 
next year, but we can do our 
part to be heard, to be brave, 
and to be proud to be pro-
life.”

Speech
In her written speech 
Ascough described her big-
gest goal in life as a child – to 
“fit in” – wearing “matching 
bracelets, matching pyjamas” 
to her friends. “But imagine if 
we never grew out of it?”  Yet, 
that type of conformity has 
an uncanny similarity to the 
public debate on abortion, she 
said.

While university culture 
remains strongly ‘pro repeal’ 
of the Eighth Amendment, 
she told The Irish Catho-
lic that she sees hopeful signs 
for the future of free speech 
in universities. “People are 
starting to finally speak out. 
We’ve a long way to go but 
I’ve definitely seen more 
involvement with students 
on the life issue in the last 
few weeks and months. It has 
just been organic and really 
great to see. I do hope that it 
continues.”  

Hopeful for the future
❛❛ I’m 
asking you 
to fi ght for 
your right to 
speak your 
mind. Fight 
for your 
right to have 
an opinion 
and live it 
fully and 
without fear”Katie Ascough.

Pro-lifers 
criticise NI 
Equality 
Commission 
appointment 
Chai Brady
Pro-life groups have decried a 
decision to appoint a former 
director of abortion provider 
Marie Stopes to the NI Equal-
ity Commission (NIEC), dub-
bing it a “conflict of interest”.

Dawn Purvis, who is also a 
former PUP leader, was one of 
nine new commission mem-
bers appointed by Secretary 
of State Karen Bradley for the 
next three years.

According to Dawn McE-
voy of Both Lives Matter ques-
tions must be asked about the 
possible role of the Equality 
Co mmission in future cam-
paigning for increased access 
to abortion in NI.

“Pro-abortion activ-
ists here (and across these 
islands) are intent on the 
introduction of as permis-
sive an abortion legislation as 
possible,” she told The Irish 
Catholic.

“Their position depends 
on a false assertion that there 
is an international human 
right to choose abortion, and 
that anything less than unre-
stricted abortion discrimi-
nates against women.”

Given NI’s current laws on 
abortion, she says, “it would 
be concerning to see either of 
those publicly-funded bodies 
engaging in abortion activ-
ism”.

» Continued from Page 1

With the spread of infectious 
diseases becoming more 
widespread due to a failure to 
vaccinate, the Department of 
Health said that it is consid-
ering introducing mandatory 
vaccinations. 

“The Minister’s [Simon 
Harris] priority is to increase 
vaccination rates across the 
country and he is exploring 
a number of options in this 
area. In this regard, the Min-
ister wrote to the Attorney 
General to seek legal advice 
as to the Constitutionality of 
introducing schemes of man-
datory vaccination.

While DCU lecturer and 
theologian Dr John Murray 
has said the government and 
Church has a duty to inform 
and provide accurate informa-
tion to its citizens about the 
medical procedure, as well 
as make sure that resources 
“are readily available”, con-
cerns have been raised about 
whether enforcing vaccina-
tions is a step too far.

“I think that would be the 
State overstepping the mark 

actually. You’ve got to be care-
ful of what’s called to day the 
‘granny State’ or the ‘parent 
State’ which tries to substi-
tute at the times the role of 
parent,” Fr O’Sullivan said. 
He added: “The parents have 
the major cooperative role in 
raising the child, and the State 
only intervenes in extraordi-
nary circumstances. It doesn’t 
become the ordinary educa-
tor of facilitator.”

See Page 10.

Parents morally obliged to vaccinate their babies

i
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 Prayer service to help ‘grieving 
community’ after Ana verdict
Chai Brady
A prayer service to comfort fami-
lies will be held in Leixlip, Co. Kil-
dare this Sunday in the wake of 
the tragic murder of Ana 
Kriegel (14, pictured).

Confey parish is organ-
ising the service “for peo-
ple to come to pray for 
families who are hurting 
and grieving and for the 
entire parish community”, 
according to Administrator 
Fr Tony O’Shaughnessy.

Those convicted of her mur-
der, 14-year-olds known as Boy 
A and Boy B throughout the case, 
were found guilty unanimously 
by a jury on June 18. Ana and the 
two boys are all from the area.

Fr O’Shaughnessy said: “I’m 
talking to people still, people are 
trying to come to the reality of 
the enormity of this event, this 
tragedy. 

“People are still a little bit fear-
ful of saying too much, or saying 
anything, but I’m just giving our 
parishioners that opportunity 
and space to come together, to 
be with one another, to pray for 
all that are hurting and grieving 
and to pray for the entire parish 
community.

“It will cover everybody with-
out it being specifically related to 

one particular group.”
Ana was born in Siberia in 

2004 and was adopted at age 
two. She was killed on May 14 
last year in St Catherine’s Park in 

Lucan.
The trial was adjourned 

until July 15 to allow psy-
chiatric, probation and 
school reports to be sub-
mitted. Both boys have 
been remanded in Obers-
town Detention Centre 
until then. 

The case has been particularly 
high-profile due to the age of the 
children involved. Boy A and Boy 
B are reported to be the youngest 
people to be convicted of murder 
in the history of the State.

Grief
Fr O’Shaughnessy described the 
planned service as “an opportu-
nity to come together as a com-
munity to pray for families who 
are obviously in deep grief and 
pain and hurt and to pray for one 
another and the entire parish 
community in the wake of the 
recent unfolding tragedies and 
more so in recent times”.

By then schools will be closed, 
he explained, adding that he 
didn’t want to do anything that 
might “resurrect negative emo-
tions”.

Pilgrimage walk 
to celebrate St 
Oliver Plunkett
Staff  reporter 
A three-day walk to 
celebrate the 350th 
anniversary of St Oliver 
Plunkett’s appointment 
to the See of Armagh will 
take place next month.

The pilgrimage walk 
begins at St Peter’s in 
Drogheda, the shrine of 
the relics of St Plunkett, 
in July 7 at 10.45am and 
finishes in Armagh’s St 
Patrick’s Cathedral, with 
the unveiling of a statue of 
the saint. 

Masses and Prayer 
Services will be celebrated 
at different points along 
the way.

Anyone who is 
interested in walking the 
last stage is asked to join 
the walk at Corran Hall 
(Newtownhamilton Road) 
on Tuesday, July 9 at 4pm. 
A short prayer service will 
take place at St Patrick’s 
Church, Ballymacnab at 
4.30pm. 

People are also welcome 
to meet the walk at St 
Malachy’s Church on the 
Tuesday evening at 6.30pm 
and then walk through the 
centre of Armagh to the 
Cathedral for the special 
celebration at 7.30pm.

Colm Fitzpatrick
A ten-year-old boy is walking the Camino 
to raise funds for children exposed to 
violence and poverty on the streets.

Christopher Nugent from Ballina in Co. 
Mayo is currently journeying on his third 
Camino, this time walking 400 kilometres 
from Saint Jean Pied de Port in France to 
Leon in Spain, with his father Robert.

“He’s enjoying it very much at the 
moment, Mr Nugent told The Irish 
Catholic, adding that “ we’re not killing 
ourselves” over the 16-day walking period.

All money raised will go towards Let 
The Children Live, a charity that works 
with children from the streets and shanty-
towns of the city of Medellín. It aims both 
to safeguard the lives of children from the 
violence and poverty of the streets, and to 
make their lives worth living by providing 
an education and a future.

Intrigue
The 400-kilometre walk began on June 21 
and fi nishes on July 9. Christopher walked 
from Porto in Portugal in 2017 and from 
Leon to Santiago last year. 

“Everyone is intrigued at him walking,” 
Mr Nugent said, adding that it is a tradition 
that he and his son hope to continue. 

“I do it every year, this is my sixth year, 
we’ll probably do the whole one in the next 

couple of years.” 
You can follow Christopher 

on https://www.facebook.com/
kidsonthecaminodesantiago/ to see 
the daily updates on the 16-day-walk 
from France to Spain via Pamplona and 
Burgos.

Christopher Nugent 
with his dad, Robert.

Mayo boy’s Camino for children on streets 
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Greg Daly
The Irish Catholic has 
scooped a major interna-
tional religious journalism 
prize for the second year 
running.

The ‘Welcome, Pope 
Francis’ special issue won 
first place in the ‘Best spe-
cial supplement – one-time 
special issue’ category of 
the Catholic Press Awards, 
held this year in St Peters-
burg, Florida. The award to 
the staff of The Irish Catho-
lic for the 48-page special 
issue, published just ahead 
of the Pope’s arrival in 
Ireland in August 2018, fol-
lows last year’s triumph in 
the same category for 2017’s 
‘Reformation 500’ issue.

The newspaper placed 
in five categories in this 
year’s awards, and received 
two honourable mentions, 
building on last year’s per-
formance, when, entering 
the Catholic Press Asso-
ciation competition for the 
first time, The Irish Catholic 
placed in four categories 
and received one honour-
able mention.

Coverage of how a 
group that campaigned for 
reduced religious influence 
in Church-owned schools 
was recognised by the 
State’s ethics watchdog as a 
campaigning organisation 
in receipt of funds vastly in 
excess of amounts permit-
ted for such groups earned 
this newspaper a second-
place award for investiga-
tive news writing. 
Analysis of three disap-

pointing aspects of 2018’s 
papal visit also won the 
paper a third-place ranking 
in the ‘Best coverage – papal 
trips’ category.

The Pope’s visit also 
provided the context for the 
third-place winner in the 

‘Best personality profile – 
national newspaper or wire 
service’ category for ‘From 
addiction’s darkness to fam-
ily joy’, a feature on onetime 
heroin addict Damien 
Richardson.

Determination
The Irish Catholic also won 
a third-place ranking for 
‘Best coverage – religious 
liberty issues’, taking into 
account Susan Gately’s Feb-
ruary 2018 profile of pro-
life student Katie Ascough, 
David Quinn’s August  piece 
on apparent Government 
determination to exclude 
religion from public life, 
and Dr Noreen O’Carroll’s 
December claim that ‘The 
abortion law is about coer-
cion and manipulation’.

This newspaper also 
received honourable men-
tions in the ‘Best national 
newspaper’ category and 
for ‘Best analysis’, the 
latter for ‘Changing the 
electoral landscape’, a May 
2018 piece on Google’s 
role in last year’s referen-
dum on the rights of the 
unborn.

Bumper papal issue sees IC top 
Catholic press awards...again!
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Irish democracy 
is threatened by 
Google’s actions 
last week, writes 
Greg Daly

Online ads, said Save 

the 8th spokes-

man John McGuirk 

back in March, had 

always been planned as a key 

part of the referendum strat-

egy in the campaign to keep 

Ireland’s constitutional pro-

tection for unborn children.

“It’s going to be very sig-

nificant, we’re going to spend 

a significant chunk of our 

budget reaching voters,” he 

told thejournal.ie, adding 

“for the simple reason that 

we have to” and that the cam-

paign’s overall budget was 

€400,000.

anomalous fortnight, and 

perhaps people would contest 

the PLC’s methods in weigh-

ing things up, but broadly 

speaking most honest people 

would concede that Ireland’s 

traditional media are heav-

ily dominated by pro-choice 

voices, such that there’s a 

case to be made that our pub-

lic discourse around abortion 

has been distorted and even 

vitiated for years.
All of which makes Goog-

le’s decision last week to 

reject all referendum-related 

advertising, other than that 

from the Referendum Com-

mission, particularly alarm-

ing.

Methods
There are those who claim 

that this is a reasonable deci-

sion, considering concerns 

about foreign influence in the 

referendum, but leaving aside 

how those who say this tends 

to be all too ready to excuse 

pro-choice organisations’ use 

of foreign funding from the 

New York-based Open Society 

Foundation to buy the refer-

endum in the first place, this 

ignores how Google, unlike 

Facebook, is banning domes-

tic advertising.
Others maintain that this 

is absolutely fair, since it 

denies everyone the same 

platform, but that’s to ignore 

that “because we have to”.

There’s an internet meme 

about equality and justice 

that shows different people 

looking over a fence at a base-

ball game: one needs to stand 

on two boxes to see the game, 

one needs one box, and the 

tallest needs no boxes at all; 

if the boxes were taken away 

this would be an exercise in 

equality, but hardly one in 

justice, since not everybody 

needs the boxes to see.

❛❛ If slingshots 

were banned in 

ancient warfare, 

Goliath wouldn’t 

have been too 
bothered, but David 

would have been in 

real trouble”
To take another analogy, 

if slingshots were banned 

in ancient warfare, Goliath 

wouldn’t have been too both-

ered, but David would have 

been in real trouble.

All of which makes espe-

cially worrying Google’s deci-

sion to change the landscape 

of the referendum campaign 

little more than two weeks 

ahead of the vote, and makes 

especially alarming its refusal 

to justify or explain its deci-

sion.
The Irish Times has already 

reported that Google has 

declined to answer questions 

on this matter, and The Irish 

Catholic has received similar 

treatment.
Shortly after Google’s May 

9 decision, The Irish Catholic 

put four questions to MKC, 

the Irish company who han-

dles PR for the internet giant 

in this country.
1. Google say they have made 

this decision to protect elec-

toral integrity; what do they 

mean by ‘electoral integrity’ 

in this context?
2. Where is the evidence that 

electoral integrity has been 

compromised?
3. If electoral integrity has 

been compromised, what is 

the extent to which this has 

happened?
4. Facebook has taken meas-

ures to ensure there will be no 

foreign-funded ads during the 

referendum campaign period; 

why doesn’t Google simply do 

the same thing?
The response the following 

day could hardly have been 

more dismissive: “Thanks 

for your queries below but 

Google won’t be comment-

ing any further beyond the 

statement released yesterday, 

which again for info is: from 

May 10 we will pause all ads 

running related to the Irish 

referendum on the Eighth 

Amendment. 
“This is an issue that we 

have been closely monitoring 

for a while and been thinking 

about as part of our broader 

efforts around election integ-

rity globally. Please see here 

for our official statement 

which you can attribute to a 

Google spokesperson:  ‘Fol-

lowing our update around 

election integrity efforts glob-

ally, we have decided to pause 

all ads related to the Irish 

referendum on the Eighth 

Amendment.’”

● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

So far, so contemptuous of 

the Irish electorate, but there 

are grounds for even greater 

concern. Pat Leahy in The Irish 

Times has reported that peo-

ple close to Google and Face-

book believe that Google and 

Facebook had become wor-

ried that if the referendum 

were defeated, they would be 

the subject of an avalanche of 

blame and further scrutiny 

of their role in election cam-

paigns.
This in itself invites the 

question of whether the 

internet giants acted as they 

did in order to hinder a pos-

sible referendum outcome, 

which would surely consti-

tute serious foreign interfer-

ence in our democracy.

Elsewhere The Irish Times 

has reported that Google’s 

decision was made by  the 

company’s ‘global policy 

team’, with input from 

employees in Ireland, and 

that both Google and Face-

book have senior executives 

Changing the electoral landscape

“We have to get our mes-

sage out there and make sure 

that’s being seen by people,” 

he continued. “So we’ll make 

no apologies for spending sig-

nificantly online, a significant 

portion of our budget will go 

there, but it’ll all be above 

board. People will be able to 

see who’s advertising, if it’s 

us it will have our logo on it.”

Because we have to. That’s 

the key phrase in all of this.

Readers with long memo-

ries may recall the Pro Life 

Campaign’s early 2015 ‘33 to 

1’ campaign that maintained 

that in the space of a single 

fortnight in December 2014, 

Irish newspapers ran 33 arti-

cles from a pro-choice per-

spective and just one from a 

pro-life one.
That may have been an 

in Dublin who used to work in 

government, and take advice 

from public affairs consult-

ants.
Strikingly, the PR consult-

ant who announced Google’s 

decision has government 

links as good as anyone. 

Ciaran Conlan, MKC’s director 

of strategy and public policy, 

was until 2016 special adviser 

to Minister Richard Bruton 

and until 2011 communica-

tions director for Fine Gael.

It was Mr Conlan who 

texted Mr McGuirk at 12:24 

on Wednesday, May 9, to tell 

him that in six minutes’ time 

Google would be announcing 

that it would no longer be run-

ning referendum-related ads 

other than those put out by 

the Referendum Commission.

❛❛One release 

bearing an 
inaccurate date 

might be forgivable 

– it could...be a 

misfortune. But 

two?”
Predictably, No campaign-

ers were outraged by the deci-

sion. Equally predictably, Yes 

campaigners were delighted, 

and press releases issued by 

the Social Democrats at 12:59 

and by Together For Yes at 

15:58 on May 9 were suitably 

triumphant.
Curiously, though, both 

press releases were dated 

the previous day. The Social 

Democrats one is dated “8 

May 2018” at its base, while 

the Together For Yes one is 

headed “Tuesday, May 8, 

2018”.
One release bearing an 

inaccurate date might be for-

givable – it could, as Oscar 

Wilde might put it, be a mis-

fortune. But two? That looks 

like carelessness, or worse. 

How did these groups know 

of Google’s plans in advance? 

The obvious question here is 

whether there has been some 

collusion in the referendum 

campaign, and whether big 

business is working hand-

in-hand with politicians and 

campaigners to change Irish 

law.
Google, of course, isn’t say-

ing.
Given Google’s near-

monopolistic position in 

online searches and its 

overwhelming dominance 

through Youtube of internet 

videos, its mid-campaign 

changing of the electoral 

landscape,  its links to Yes 

campaigners, and its scorn-

ing of any transparency by 

refusing to justify its elec-

toral interference shows how 

empty its old motto ‘don’t be 

evil’ has become.

Inside Google.
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Former 
UCD student 
president 
Katie Ascough 
talks to Susan 
Gately about 
winning the 
prestigious 
Westminster 
Award

On e  d e f i n i n g 
moment in Katie 
Ascough’s life was 
when she held 

her dead baby brother in her 
hand. Her mother, Jaclyn, 
had miscarried at home. “I 
remember holding him in 
the palm of my hand and 
being shocked by his incred-
ibly human details at just 13 

weeks. He had fingernails and 
even creases on his knuckles. 
He had a full body and a face, 
with perfect little ears. He 
was so perfectly human, only 
small,” she recounts. 

Fortunately he was not 
her only sibling, and the 
lively Dublin girl grew up as 

the “oldest of seven wild and 
wonderful children” to par-
ents Tom and Jaclyn. In her 
late teens she went to Univer-
sity College Dublin to study 
science where she shot to 
fame as the surprise winner 
of the Students’ Union presi-
dential elections in March 

2017, garnering 36% of first 
preference votes. It was a very 
unusual situation as Ascough 
was known to be pro-life and 
UCDSU had adopted a pro-
choice mandate the previous 
November.

From that moment she 
said, she felt she was walking 
around with a “target on her 
back”.

“From five minutes after 
I was elected, some stu-
dents started calling for my 
impeachment because I was 
pro-life and it was some of 
those exact same students 
who led the impeachment 
process in October,” she told 
The Irish Catholic this week.

The impeachment finally 
arose four months into her 
term. Ascough had promised 
to remain neutral on abor-
tion, but felt she had to with-
draw abortion information 
from the Winging It student 
magazine on the advice of 
the SU solicitor who said the 
distribution of the books was 
“almost certainly illegal”. 

“The core of it was that 
nobody should be forced to 
break the law against their 
will,” she said.

Broken
Opponents insisted this was 
not the case. The information 
had been published before 
without legal consequences. 
Ascough had promised to 
remain neutral on the Eighth 
Amendment when elected, 
she had broken that promise 
they said.

Her impeachment in Octo-
ber 2017 endorsed their views, 
with 69% of the 6,600 bal-
lots cast (20% of the possible 
electorate) voting to remove 
Ascough as president. Dur-
ing that time, little was heard 
from Katie Ascough herself. 
“It was a hectic time.  From 
memory my focus was on the 
impeachment process, it was 
on UCD, it wasn’t really my 
main objective to engage in 

national news.”
However, after her ousting 

as president, she put her side 
of the events to the public in 
one-on-one interviews with 
Pat Kenny and Marian Fin-
nucane. After a time away, in 
December she began do work 
for the Pro Life campaign 
(PLC).

The UCD impeachment 
remains a formative experi-
ence. The hardest thing, she 
says, was having erstwhile 
friends turn against her. “I 
understand that they were 
under pressure, there was a 
lot of misinformation.”

Last Tuesday in London, 
Katie Ascough was awarded 
the Westminster Award for 
Human Life, Human Rights, 
and Human Dignity. “I don’t 
know if I’d call it a vindica-
tion,” she says. It was definitely 
a happy ending to the whole 
impeachment process and eve-
rything that went with it.

❛❛Some students 
started calling for 
my impeachment 
because I was 
pro-life”

“I was blown away by the 
whole experience,” she says, 
which included a tour of the 
Houses of Lords and Com-
mons, tea in the Palace of 
Westminster, and addressing 
a group of around 50 people 
in the Committee Room of the 
House of Lords. Irish Catholic 
columnist Baroness Nuala 
O’Loan, Fiona Bruce MP, the 
chairperson of the All-Party 
Parliamentary Pro-Life Group 
in Westminster, and Lord 
David Alton also spoke.

Lord Alton, said Ms 
Ascough’s example would 
inspire many to “stand for the 
rights of all the vulnerable, 
and insist on the space and 
liberty to work on campus 

or in medicine with a clear 
conscience according to their 
best moral principles”.

In response Ascough said 
she hoped the award would 
give “hope and inspiration 
to every single pro-life per-
son who is out there – who 
is struggling to live out their 
pro-life views in a hostile 
environment”.  

To all those who feel belit-
tled or silenced or oppressed 
for being pro-life - this award 
is for you, she said.

She concluded, “I’m ask-
ing you to fight for your right 
to speak your mind. Fight for 
your right to have an opinion 
and live it fully and without 
fear. Fight for that right for 
your friends and family now, 
and for the generations to 
come.  We might not be able 
to stop the tragedy of abor-
tion today or tomorrow or 
next year, but we can do our 
part to be heard, to be brave, 
and to be proud to be pro-
life.”

Speech
In her written speech 
Ascough described her big-
gest goal in life as a child – to 
“fit in” – wearing “matching 
bracelets, matching pyjamas” 
to her friends. “But imagine if 
we never grew out of it?”  Yet, 
that type of conformity has 
an uncanny similarity to the 
public debate on abortion, she 
said.

While university culture 
remains strongly ‘pro repeal’ 
of the Eighth Amendment, 
she told The Irish Catho-
lic that she sees hopeful signs 
for the future of free speech 
in universities. “People are 
starting to finally speak out. 
We’ve a long way to go but 
I’ve definitely seen more 
involvement with students 
on the life issue in the last 
few weeks and months. It has 
just been organic and really 
great to see. I do hope that it 
continues.”  

Hopeful for the future
❛❛ I’m 
asking you 
to fi ght for 
your right to 
speak your 
mind. Fight 
for your 
right to have 
an opinion 
and live it 
fully and 
without fear”Katie Ascough.

Pro-lifers 
criticise NI 
Equality 
Commission 
appointment 
Chai Brady
Pro-life groups have decried a 
decision to appoint a former 
director of abortion provider 
Marie Stopes to the NI Equal-
ity Commission (NIEC), dub-
bing it a “conflict of interest”.

Dawn Purvis, who is also a 
former PUP leader, was one of 
nine new commission mem-
bers appointed by Secretary 
of State Karen Bradley for the 
next three years.

According to Dawn McE-
voy of Both Lives Matter ques-
tions must be asked about the 
possible role of the Equality 
Co mmission in future cam-
paigning for increased access 
to abortion in NI.

“Pro-abortion activ-
ists here (and across these 
islands) are intent on the 
introduction of as permis-
sive an abortion legislation as 
possible,” she told The Irish 
Catholic.

“Their position depends 
on a false assertion that there 
is an international human 
right to choose abortion, and 
that anything less than unre-
stricted abortion discrimi-
nates against women.”

Given NI’s current laws on 
abortion, she says, “it would 
be concerning to see either of 
those publicly-funded bodies 
engaging in abortion activ-
ism”.

» Continued from Page 1

With the spread of infectious 
diseases becoming more 
widespread due to a failure to 
vaccinate, the Department of 
Health said that it is consid-
ering introducing mandatory 
vaccinations. 

“The Minister’s [Simon 
Harris] priority is to increase 
vaccination rates across the 
country and he is exploring 
a number of options in this 
area. In this regard, the Min-
ister wrote to the Attorney 
General to seek legal advice 
as to the Constitutionality of 
introducing schemes of man-
datory vaccination.

While DCU lecturer and 
theologian Dr John Murray 
has said the government and 
Church has a duty to inform 
and provide accurate informa-
tion to its citizens about the 
medical procedure, as well 
as make sure that resources 
“are readily available”, con-
cerns have been raised about 
whether enforcing vaccina-
tions is a step too far.

“I think that would be the 
State overstepping the mark 

actually. You’ve got to be care-
ful of what’s called to day the 
‘granny State’ or the ‘parent 
State’ which tries to substi-
tute at the times the role of 
parent,” Fr O’Sullivan said. 
He added: “The parents have 
the major cooperative role in 
raising the child, and the State 
only intervenes in extraordi-
nary circumstances. It doesn’t 
become the ordinary educa-
tor of facilitator.”

See Page 10.

Parents morally obliged to vaccinate their babies

i
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Madison Duddy
A Derry-based priest has 
dubbed First Communion 
celebrations as an “empty 
show” for many, as few chil-
dren return to church after 
receiving the Sacrament.

Fr Paddy O’Kane of Holy 
Family Parish told this news-
paper that many Communi-
cants aren’t committed to the 
Faith and that the church-
return rate afterwards is low. 

His comments come after 
this past May marked a 
record high on Communion 
spending since 2011, where 
parents shelled out an aver-
age of €929 for their child’s 
day. The annual Ulster Bank 
Communion survey revealed 
that the surge in spending 

is mainly due to the costs of 
children’s clothes with addi-
tional boosts in expenses for 
after-parties and monetary 
gifts. Children also collected 
an average of €610, and one 
quarter received over €800.

Help
Although there is a declin e in 
parents who feel pressured to 
spend as much as other par-
ents, one in 10 still claim they 
had to seek help from family 
to pay for their child’s Com-
munion and a smaller num-
ber say they subsidised the 
event through loans.

Fr O’Kane said that he and 
other priests try to convince 
parents to spend less money 
on Communion celebrations, 
but parents are “adamant” 
to continue the practice. He 

added that a more pressing 
matter is the “lack of commit-
ment” from children receiving 
the Sacrament, noting that 
only 10% of Communicants 
return to church. 

“My main concern is the 
fact that the First Commun-
ion has just become a First 
Communion,” he said, adding 
that “for so many [it] has just 
become an empty show”. 

Fr O’Kane added that sac-
ramental preparation is the 
responsibility of parents 
and parishes, and should no 
longer be a school event. 

“I think it should be taken 
out of the schools and, like 
the way they have it in US, 
become a Sunday-school 
thing and then get the com-
mitted parents to be teach-
ers.”

Priest dubs First 
Holy Communion 
an ‘empty show’ 

Colm Fitzpatrick 
A Tipperary priest has urged the government 
to tackle the country’s current suicide and 
mental health crisis.

In a meeting with mental health minister 
Jim Daly, Fr Michael Toomey of Clonmel 
raised serious concerns about the lack of 
resources in the county to address this 
epidemic, stressing that the county has had 
a higher than national average for suicide in 
the last five years. 

The well-known priest presented a list of 
action points which included the opening 
of mental health beds; the appointment of 
a Suicide Crisis Assessment Nurse; a task 
force to address issues facing communities; 

and better health programmes and drug 
prevention schemes in schools. 

Given these serious deficits, the minister 
said he will raise these concerns and 
suggestions at a government meeting in the 
area next month. 

Appeal
Fr Toomey also made an appeal  that parents 
talk to their children more openly with 
their children about mental health and 
drug issues. “To any parent who states that 
my child can talk to me about anything, 
and would never be involved in drugs or 
suicide, I am sitting with parents who say 
to me ‘If only my child spoke to me’ after a 
tragedy.”

Government urged to tackle 
Tipperary mental health crisis

Bishop’s fi nal procession
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Every day The Capuchin Day Care Centre provides
600 Meals for people who are homeless and each week
1000 Food Parcels for those on the poverty threshold.

Help Bro. Kevin continue providing
this caring service.

Bro. Kevin or Therese 018720770
www.homeless.ie

v Capuchin Day Care Centrev
29 Bow Street, Dublin 7

Chai Brady
The Archdiocese of Dublin has offered 
no objection after a Wicklow pri-
mary school’s decision to introduce a 
new policy that will allow girls to wear 
trousers and boys to wear skirts in 
September. Uniform policy is decided 
by individual schools, with this policy 
seemingly aimed at transgender chil-
dren. The Vatican recently reiterated 
its opposition to gender ideology.

Asked to comment on the decision 
by St Brigid’s National School in Grey-
stones, a Catholic school under their 
patronage, the archdiocese said: “A 
uniform policy that could be consid-
ered by schools is that primary school 

children all have the option to wear a 
school tracksuit.”

Fr Gerry Young, a priest in Grey-
stones parish, described the new 
uniform policy as “a political move”. 
He said. “This has nothing to do with 
the nature of children growing up and 
discovering that life has sexuality…I 
don’t think they have thought it out.”

“You tell me what boy is going to 
go to school in a skirt? It’s not going 
to happen.”

However, he said he was more con-
cerned about plans to introduce gen-
der neutral bathrooms. “What I would 
consider wrong about it, not so much 
the dress, but the shared toilets,” Fr 
Young said.

“And boys in particular will have 

bravado acts, boys get up to devil-
ment, does the teacher have to stand 
in the toilet to mind what’s going on?”

He added: “Now we’ve come 
through education and prosperity, 
where people can make decisions 
for themselves and that’s to be wel-
comed, but are they making the right 
decision? Choice is one thing but what 
are you choosing?”

Principal Máire Costello said the 
move was prompted by the school’s 
student council. She said the students 
conducted th eir own research and 
surveyed students and “made the case 
to the board who were fully behind 
them”.

“We have children who are ques-
tioning their sexual identity. It is hap-

pening at an earlier age. We want all 
our children to have a happy experi-
ence in school,” Principal Costello said.

The move was subsequently agreed 
on by parents and the board of man-
agement.

Chairperson of the school’s man-
agement board, Tom Sherlock, said 
he hopes the move will help students 
who are questioning their gender.

The main clinic in Britain and 
Ireland dealing with transgender 
children is the Tavistock Institute in 
London. Five doctors resigned from 
it recently because they believe that 
some children struggling with their 
sexuality are being wrongly diagnosed 
as “transgender”.

Archdiocese raises no objection 
to gender neutral uniform policy

Staff  reporter 
The Government has said it 
is investigating a hospital 
which is refusing to provide 
abortions.

Four consultant 
obstetricians at St Luke’s 
Hospital, Kilkenny, wrote 
to GPs in the area to advise 
that abortion services are not 
available in the hospital. The 
letter said it was “decided 
unanimously that the 

hospital is not an appropriate 
location for medical or 
surgical terminations”.

In response to this 
decision, the Department of 
Health told The Irish Catholic 
that it is to engage with [the] 
HSE about the matter. 

“The Minister has asked 
his Department to engage 
with the HSE to address 
his concerns regarding 
the recent letter sent to 
Ireland East Hospital Group 

from consultants in St 
Luke’s Hospital. Additional 
resources have been 
allocated to provide for 
termination of pregnancy 
services this year including 
the provision of services at St 
Luke’s.”

The department added 
that it is policy that all 19 
maternity hospitals be 
in a position to “provide 
termination of pregnancy 
services”. 

St Luke’s says ‘No’ to abortion
Recently-ordained Fr Malachy Thompson blesses the new John Deere tractor on Mount St 
Joseph Abbey’s farm in Roscrea. 

Anything to be said for another Massey?

Chai Brady and 
Madison Duddy
The Pro Life Campaign is 
working on programmes 
aimed to “empower young 
people” to be future leaders 
in the pro-life movement in 
Ireland in order to sustain the 
fight for life.

Inés Lonergan, a pro-life 
student, told this paper the 
group are currently working 
on programmes to engage 
youth to be pro-life politi-
cians, activists and commu-
nicators “who can spread the 
message in a really effective 
way in the coming two years”.

“We’re building on the 
political activism that we 
saw in young people in the 
campaign coming up on the 
referendum to the Eighth 
Amendment,” she said.

One of their initiatives 
is the Future Leaders pro-
gramme, which will be an 
entry programme that runs 
three times a year, which Ms 
Lonergan says will be “very 
intensive”.

“The goal would be to get 
young people coming over 
who have got an understand-
ing of the legal and medical 
realities surrounding the pro-
tection of life in Ireland and in 
all of the EU. Also, kind of how 
political systems work here in 
our country and in the EU and 
how individuals can influence 
them.”

There’s also a media and 
communications programme 
which has already begun and 
includes interview training 
and “how to get your point 
across in an effective way 
whether that’s in print media 
or on the radio or television”.

Irish Vatican 
offi cial speaks 
of ‘loss of 
innocence’ 
over abuse 
cases
Staff  reporter
The Irish priest who deals 
with cases of clerical sex 
abuse worldwide for the 
Vatican has described how 
the work has impacted 
adversely on him and his 
colleagues. 

Fr John Kennedy has 
headed the discipline 
section of the Vatican’s 
Congregations for the 
Doctrine of the Faith since 
2017. He said that the issue 
of abuse rather than heresy 
dominates the work of his 
17-staff unit.

He described the 
human cost of the work. 
“I can honestly tell you 
that, when reading cases 
involving sexual abuse by 
clerics, you never get used 
to it, and you feel your 
heath and soul hurting”.

Burden fi gures
He said: “I have seen 
bishops who were once 
smiling pastors turned into 
morose, burden figures.”

Fr Kennedy added: 
“This is nothing compared 
to those [the victims] 
who have borne this for 
years in silence…can you 
imagine what it is like not 
to be believed by Church 
authorities?”

Pro Life Campaign 
working to create 
‘future youth leaders’ 

Follow The Irish 
Catholic on Facebook

fThe-Irish-Catholic-Newspaper

Most IC readers 
support the 
idea of married 
priests – poll
Staff  reporter
The majority of IC readers 
believe that the Church 
should consider ordaining 
men in the Amazon region. 

Online readers were 
asked in a Facebook poll: 
“The Vatican’s synod on 
the Amazon will consider 
whether ‘proven men’, 
who are married, could be 
ordained priests. Would you 
support this?”

Out of the 494 votes, 
304 respondents said they 
would support the move, 
representing a 62% majority 
in comparison to the 190 
who rejected the suggestion. 

The poll comes as a 
preparatory document 
for an October summit of 
bishops on the Amazon, 
has confirmed that the 
ordination of married 
“elderly people”, meaning 
men, will be on the agenda. 
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Madison Duddy
A Derry-based priest has 
dubbed First Communion 
celebrations as an “empty 
show” for many, as few chil-
dren return to church after 
receiving the Sacrament.

Fr Paddy O’Kane of Holy 
Family Parish told this news-
paper that many Communi-
cants aren’t committed to the 
Faith and that the church-
return rate afterwards is low. 

His comments come after 
this past May marked a 
record high on Communion 
spending since 2011, where 
parents shelled out an aver-
age of €929 for their child’s 
day. The annual Ulster Bank 
Communion survey revealed 
that the surge in spending 

is mainly due to the costs of 
children’s clothes with addi-
tional boosts in expenses for 
after-parties and monetary 
gifts. Children also collected 
an average of €610, and one 
quarter received over €800.

Help
Although there is a declin e in 
parents who feel pressured to 
spend as much as other par-
ents, one in 10 still claim they 
had to seek help from family 
to pay for their child’s Com-
munion and a smaller num-
ber say they subsidised the 
event through loans.

Fr O’Kane said that he and 
other priests try to convince 
parents to spend less money 
on Communion celebrations, 
but parents are “adamant” 
to continue the practice. He 

added that a more pressing 
matter is the “lack of commit-
ment” from children receiving 
the Sacrament, noting that 
only 10% of Communicants 
return to church. 

“My main concern is the 
fact that the First Commun-
ion has just become a First 
Communion,” he said, adding 
that “for so many [it] has just 
become an empty show”. 

Fr O’Kane added that sac-
ramental preparation is the 
responsibility of parents 
and parishes, and should no 
longer be a school event. 

“I think it should be taken 
out of the schools and, like 
the way they have it in US, 
become a Sunday-school 
thing and then get the com-
mitted parents to be teach-
ers.”

Priest dubs First 
Holy Communion 
an ‘empty show’ 

Colm Fitzpatrick 
A Tipperary priest has urged the government 
to tackle the country’s current suicide and 
mental health crisis.

In a meeting with mental health minister 
Jim Daly, Fr Michael Toomey of Clonmel 
raised serious concerns about the lack of 
resources in the county to address this 
epidemic, stressing that the county has had 
a higher than national average for suicide in 
the last five years. 

The well-known priest presented a list of 
action points which included the opening 
of mental health beds; the appointment of 
a Suicide Crisis Assessment Nurse; a task 
force to address issues facing communities; 

and better health programmes and drug 
prevention schemes in schools. 

Given these serious deficits, the minister 
said he will raise these concerns and 
suggestions at a government meeting in the 
area next month. 

Appeal
Fr Toomey also made an appeal  that parents 
talk to their children more openly with 
their children about mental health and 
drug issues. “To any parent who states that 
my child can talk to me about anything, 
and would never be involved in drugs or 
suicide, I am sitting with parents who say 
to me ‘If only my child spoke to me’ after a 
tragedy.”

Government urged to tackle 
Tipperary mental health crisis

Bishop’s fi nal procession
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Avoiding the temptation 
of the libertarian route

Martin Mansergh
The View

Pope Francis’ 
approval of the 
Italian bishops’ 
decision to render 

more precise the passage in 
the Lord’s Prayer in Italian 
that is the equivalent of, but 
perhaps not precisely the 
same as ‘lead us not into 
temptation’ was news here, 
in the sense that it came as a 
surprise to most people but 
was of considerable interest. 
In Italian, ‘non ci indurre 
in tentazione’ will become 
‘non abbandonarci alla 
tentazione’ (do not abandon 
us to temptation).

Whether there will be 
parallel modification of the 
English text, potentially 
across many countries and 
ecclesiastical jurisdictions, 
has yet to be appropriately 
determined. One factor is 
that the Lord’s Prayer is 
common to practically every 
Christian denomination. 
This is not to say that its 
rendering is absolutely 
identical. In the Catholic 
Church, it ends with ‘deliver 
us from evil’. In the Anglican 
prayer book, it continues 
with ‘for thine is the 
kingdom, the power and 
the glory, for ever and ever’, 
and there are also versions 
in modern language not 
necessarily preferred by the 
older worshipper, including 
this one. 

It could be argued that 
the meaning of the Italian 
word ‘indurre’, which is not 
just ‘lead’ but ‘induce’, is 
subtly different, implying 
perhaps that God is trying 
to inveigle humans, perhaps 
as a test, into temptation, 
usually seen as Satan’s role.

Literal meaning
Despite the literal meaning 
of the words in English, 
it had never occurred to 
me that we are saying in 
effect that God is in the 
habit of tempting us and 
we are pleading with him 
not to. Any reasonable 
interpretation of ‘Lead us 
not into temptation’ is that it 
is a prayer asking for help in 
avoiding us being placed in 
situations of temptation, and 
that ‘lead’ in that context is 
closer in meaning to ‘let’. 

It would not be 
surprising, if the English 
version is left unchanged. 
While there may be lots 
of scope for liturgical 
innovation, changes to core 
liturgy need to be very 
carefully considered indeed.

It has to be said that the 
God of the Old Testament, 
whose thought-processes 
are sometimes explained 

in considerable detail, and 
even in direct speech, may 
occasionally perplex later 
Christians. Earlier this 
month, I was listening to 
a lesson being read from 
Genesis 11, the story of the 
Tower of Babel as the origin 
of the diversity of tongues. 
It begins with what some 
might think was a positive: 
‘And the whole earth was 
of one language and one 
speech.’

❛❛Legislatively, 
Ireland should 
not go down the 
libertarian route”

The people decided to 
build a tower that would 
reach unto Heaven. The Lord 
decided this was going too 
far, that the people were 
one, and nothing could stop 
them, so decided ‘to go 
down and there confound 
their language, that they 
may not understand one 
another’s speech’, at which 
point they dispersed 
in every direction. It is 
probably best to treat it as 
a colourful Bible story not 
requiring too close analysis, 
part of the creation myth.

Discipline and self-
control are central to 
civilization, and are part of 
the religious ethos. They 
are perfectly compatible 
with energy, enthusiasm 
and creativity. A top-class or 
even a competent performer 
in any field has to be 
disciplined.

Public figures are 
expected to set an example. 
This can sometimes work 
inversely. The dangers of 
cocaine use both to health 

and career have been 
highlighted recently in the 
Tory leadership contest. 
The problem today is that 
many people have tried 
hard drugs for a period, 
they believe without much 
ill effect or falling into 
addiction, ignoring that the 
devastating collateral effects 
are mostly borne by others, 
with the bulk of crime today 
being drug-related.

Legislatively, Ireland 
should not go down the 
libertarian route. The 
scourge of drug use is one 
of the biggest evils to have 
emerged in my lifetime. 
Curiously, there are strong 
public health and safety 
campaigns a gainst the abuse 
of alcohol and the dangers 
of smoking and even 
sugary soft drinks, whereas 
warnings against (illegal) 
drug use are incredibly 
muted, perhaps for fear of 
glamorising it. 

The argument against 
continued criminalisation 
that it is not effective could 
be applied to practically any 
crime. 

Would it be sensible to 
decriminalise knife attacks, 
on the grounds that police 
forces have not got on top of 
that problem?

❊ ❊ ❊ ❊ ❊ ❊ ❊

The President of Colombia 
Iván Duque has attacked 
the hypocrisy of middle-
class cocaine users, who 
ignore the environmental 
damage caused by cocaine 
production, claiming that for 
every gram produced two 
hectares of tropical forest is 
destroyed.

Another area where 
public figures have set a 
ridiculous example is in 

the pursuit of personal 
injury claims. The primary 
responsibility for avoiding 
gratuitous hazards lies with 
the individual, or, if a minor 
or a dependent, with those 
that look after them. 

Prohibitive insurance 
costs can have serious anti-
social effects, in precluding 
certain forms of recreation 
and community activity. It 
is to be hoped that recent 
reactions will introduce a 
reality check.

Social media
While traditional print and 
broadcast media are subject 
to tight laws, on social 
media practically anything 
goes, especially under 

the cloak of anonymity, 
sometimes with extremely 
hurtful effects and 
occasionally driving people 
to suicide. While overall the 
social benefits of the digital 
world greatly outweigh the 
costs, effective policing and 
regulation as well as more 
accountability for what 
is posted needs greater 
development.

If totalitarian societies 
can police the internet 
quite wrongly for political 
censorship purposes, then 
surely democratic societies 
can do it for the right 
purposes, in keeping with 
their norms of openness. 

Why should extreme 
pornography, incitements 

to terrorism, and medical 
obscurantism which costs 
lives on matters such as 
vaccination be tolerated?

Christian values are 
eminently compatible 
with great care for the 
environment and the natural 
world. ‘All things bright and 
beautiful…the Lord God 
made them all’ is a famous 
children’s hymn by Ms 
Alexander, a Derry bishop’s 
wife. Yet advertising for the 
most fuel-consuming cars 
and frequent fancy holiday 
flights continues unabated. 

It is much easier 
to subscribe to noble 
aspirations in the middle 
distance than to start painful 
sacrifices rightaway. 

 

temptation’ was news here, 
in the sense that it came as a 
surprise to most people but 
was of considerable interest. 

 (do not abandon 

common to practically every in considerable detail, and and career have been 
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Ireland’s 
abortion 
regime makes 
visible pro-life 
campaigning 
all the more 
vital, writes 
Niamh Uí 
Bhriain

Voter regret in regard 
to the abortion ref-
erendum is real 
and it is growing. 

Every month seems to bring 
a new and more shocking 
revelation about Simon Har-
ris’s new abortion regime, and 
in response come increasing 
numbers of people who reluc-
tantly voted Yes and are now 
horrified at the outcome. 

This month, Peadar Tóibín 
TD raised shocking new 
details about the tragic case 
of a baby aborted after a 
misdiagnosis in the National 
 Maternity Hospital. The par-
ents say that an abortion 

of the case claimed that this 
might, in fact, be an illegal 
abortion because it was per-
formed without a second 
doctor examining the woman 
in question. He also said that 
the parents were fearful that 
the matter was being swept 
under the carpet, and he 
called on Leo Varadkar not to 
let that happen. 

On Aontú’s Facebook page, 
one woman posted: “If I could 
vote again, I’d vote No....it sad-
dens me that I chose wrong. 
I would change my vote and 
I think I’m not alone in that 
statement.”

Compassion
Already, those who voted No 
are being shown to have been 
on the right side, not just of 
history, but of progress and 
mercy and compassion. We 
take no pleasure in that, just 
as we take no pleasure in 
being correct about the other 
horrifying outcomes that are 
hurtling towards us, but it 
does bolster our conviction 
that, now more than ever, we 
must stand for life at the pro-
life rally on July 6 in Dublin. 

To paraphrase Yeats, all 
may be changed, changed 
utterly, but it is not a beauty 
that is born but a terrible cru-
elty. 

Abortion doctors are boast-
ing that at least 10,000 abor-
tions will take place in 2019 
– three times the number 
that occurred in 2018 when 
women travelled to Britain. So 

much for Leo Varadkar’s claim 
that abortion would be “safe, 
legal and rare”. 

The HSE’s website is advis-
ing women who take the 
abortion pill to flush their 
baby’s body down the toilet. 
There has been widespread 
revulsion on social media 
to that crass, unfeeling and 
inhumane suggestion, though 
the media have been happy to 
ignore any such reactions. 

❛❛Standing for life 
is how we keep the 
path lit as we rebuild 
the broken culture”

This is the brave, compas-
sionate new Ireland then, 
where abortion numbers are 
going through the roof, a baby 
is aborted at 15-weeks after a 
‘mistaken’ diagnosis of a dis-
ability, and our health service 
is abandoning women and 
their babies with callous and 
cruel indifference. It is shame-
ful, just as the vote last May 
was one of the most shameful 
days in Ireland’s history. 

But we do not bear this 
shame, nor do any of the 
723,000 others who voted 

Why we must stand 
up for life together

was suggested by doctors 
who insisted the baby had a 
“fatal” abnormality and told 
the family not to wait for 
the results of further tests. 
After the abortion, the tests 
revealed the baby was per-
fectly healthy.  

Deputy Tóibín revealed 
that the family at the centre 

‘No’. We sought to protect 
both mother and child from 
the barbarity of this abortion 
regime. 

That motivation has not 
changed, and that determina-
tion has not faltered. We are 
now urgently needed more 
than ever, because standing 
for life is how we keep the 
path lit as we rebuild the bro-
ken culture. 

Vulnerable
On Saturday, July 6, we will 
gather at Ireland’s largest 
annual event in support of the 
human right to life of every 
human person, especially the 
smallest and most vulnerable 
of all, unborn babies. 

We will march for life 
because no vote, no act of 
parliament, no referendum 
can ever make it right to kill 
a child. We will call for a bet-
ter answer than abortion for 
mothers and babies. We will 
hold this government and 

their life-ending abortion 
legislation to account.  

The Rally for Life is also 
about raising up the next gen-
eration to stand for life and to 
change the culture, because in 
a society which kills its own 
children with legal impunity, 
the future belongs to those of 
us who love and protect all of 
our children. And about giv-
ing voice to pro-life medical 
professionals who oppose 
abortion and wish to be free 
to conscientiously object.

Most of all, we will stand 
for Life because the alterna-
tive is unthinkable – we will 
not abandon helpless preborn 
babies to abortion, and we 
will not abandon women to a 
mentality that tells them that 
they are on their own. We 
hope to see you there. 

The Rally for Life will take 
place on Saturday, July 6 in 
Dublin, beginning in Parnell 
Square at 2pm. 

❛❛We must stand for life at the pro-life rally 
on July 6 in Dublin. To paraphrase Yeats, all 
may be changed, changed utterly, but it is not 
a beauty that is born but a terrible cruelty”

i

Above and right, images from previous pro-life rallies in Dublin.
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Avoiding the temptation 
of the libertarian route

Martin Mansergh
The View

Pope Francis’ 
approval of the 
Italian bishops’ 
decision to render 

more precise the passage in 
the Lord’s Prayer in Italian 
that is the equivalent of, but 
perhaps not precisely the 
same as ‘lead us not into 
temptation’ was news here, 
in the sense that it came as a 
surprise to most people but 
was of considerable interest. 
In Italian, ‘non ci indurre 
in tentazione’ will become 
‘non abbandonarci alla 
tentazione’ (do not abandon 
us to temptation).

Whether there will be 
parallel modification of the 
English text, potentially 
across many countries and 
ecclesiastical jurisdictions, 
has yet to be appropriately 
determined. One factor is 
that the Lord’s Prayer is 
common to practically every 
Christian denomination. 
This is not to say that its 
rendering is absolutely 
identical. In the Catholic 
Church, it ends with ‘deliver 
us from evil’. In the Anglican 
prayer book, it continues 
with ‘for thine is the 
kingdom, the power and 
the glory, for ever and ever’, 
and there are also versions 
in modern language not 
necessarily preferred by the 
older worshipper, including 
this one. 

It could be argued that 
the meaning of the Italian 
word ‘indurre’, which is not 
just ‘lead’ but ‘induce’, is 
subtly different, implying 
perhaps that God is trying 
to inveigle humans, perhaps 
as a test, into temptation, 
usually seen as Satan’s role.

Literal meaning
Despite the literal meaning 
of the words in English, 
it had never occurred to 
me that we are saying in 
effect that God is in the 
habit of tempting us and 
we are pleading with him 
not to. Any reasonable 
interpretation of ‘Lead us 
not into temptation’ is that it 
is a prayer asking for help in 
avoiding us being placed in 
situations of temptation, and 
that ‘lead’ in that context is 
closer in meaning to ‘let’. 

It would not be 
surprising, if the English 
version is left unchanged. 
While there may be lots 
of scope for liturgical 
innovation, changes to core 
liturgy need to be very 
carefully considered indeed.

It has to be said that the 
God of the Old Testament, 
whose thought-processes 
are sometimes explained 

in considerable detail, and 
even in direct speech, may 
occasionally perplex later 
Christians. Earlier this 
month, I was listening to 
a lesson being read from 
Genesis 11, the story of the 
Tower of Babel as the origin 
of the diversity of tongues. 
It begins with what some 
might think was a positive: 
‘And the whole earth was 
of one language and one 
speech.’

❛❛Legislatively, 
Ireland should 
not go down the 
libertarian route”

The people decided to 
build a tower that would 
reach unto Heaven. The Lord 
decided this was going too 
far, that the people were 
one, and nothing could stop 
them, so decided ‘to go 
down and there confound 
their language, that they 
may not understand one 
another’s speech’, at which 
point they dispersed 
in every direction. It is 
probably best to treat it as 
a colourful Bible story not 
requiring too close analysis, 
part of the creation myth.

Discipline and self-
control are central to 
civilization, and are part of 
the religious ethos. They 
are perfectly compatible 
with energy, enthusiasm 
and creativity. A top-class or 
even a competent performer 
in any field has to be 
disciplined.

Public figures are 
expected to set an example. 
This can sometimes work 
inversely. The dangers of 
cocaine use both to health 

and career have been 
highlighted recently in the 
Tory leadership contest. 
The problem today is that 
many people have tried 
hard drugs for a period, 
they believe without much 
ill effect or falling into 
addiction, ignoring that the 
devastating collateral effects 
are mostly borne by others, 
with the bulk of crime today 
being drug-related.

Legislatively, Ireland 
should not go down the 
libertarian route. The 
scourge of drug use is one 
of the biggest evils to have 
emerged in my lifetime. 
Curiously, there are strong 
public health and safety 
campaigns a gainst the abuse 
of alcohol and the dangers 
of smoking and even 
sugary soft drinks, whereas 
warnings against (illegal) 
drug use are incredibly 
muted, perhaps for fear of 
glamorising it. 

The argument against 
continued criminalisation 
that it is not effective could 
be applied to practically any 
crime. 

Would it be sensible to 
decriminalise knife attacks, 
on the grounds that police 
forces have not got on top of 
that problem?

❊ ❊ ❊ ❊ ❊ ❊ ❊

The President of Colombia 
Iván Duque has attacked 
the hypocrisy of middle-
class cocaine users, who 
ignore the environmental 
damage caused by cocaine 
production, claiming that for 
every gram produced two 
hectares of tropical forest is 
destroyed.

Another area where 
public figures have set a 
ridiculous example is in 

the pursuit of personal 
injury claims. The primary 
responsibility for avoiding 
gratuitous hazards lies with 
the individual, or, if a minor 
or a dependent, with those 
that look after them. 

Prohibitive insurance 
costs can have serious anti-
social effects, in precluding 
certain forms of recreation 
and community activity. It 
is to be hoped that recent 
reactions will introduce a 
reality check.

Social media
While traditional print and 
broadcast media are subject 
to tight laws, on social 
media practically anything 
goes, especially under 

the cloak of anonymity, 
sometimes with extremely 
hurtful effects and 
occasionally driving people 
to suicide. While overall the 
social benefits of the digital 
world greatly outweigh the 
costs, effective policing and 
regulation as well as more 
accountability for what 
is posted needs greater 
development.

If totalitarian societies 
can police the internet 
quite wrongly for political 
censorship purposes, then 
surely democratic societies 
can do it for the right 
purposes, in keeping with 
their norms of openness. 

Why should extreme 
pornography, incitements 

to terrorism, and medical 
obscurantism which costs 
lives on matters such as 
vaccination be tolerated?

Christian values are 
eminently compatible 
with great care for the 
environment and the natural 
world. ‘All things bright and 
beautiful…the Lord God 
made them all’ is a famous 
children’s hymn by Ms 
Alexander, a Derry bishop’s 
wife. Yet advertising for the 
most fuel-consuming cars 
and frequent fancy holiday 
flights continues unabated. 

It is much easier 
to subscribe to noble 
aspirations in the middle 
distance than to start painful 
sacrifices rightaway. 

 

temptation’ was news here, 
in the sense that it came as a 
surprise to most people but 
was of considerable interest. 

 (do not abandon 
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Ireland’s 
abortion 
regime makes 
visible pro-life 
campaigning 
all the more 
vital, writes 
Niamh Uí 
Bhriain

Voter regret in regard 
to the abortion ref-
erendum is real 
and it is growing. 

Every month seems to bring 
a new and more shocking 
revelation about Simon Har-
ris’s new abortion regime, and 
in response come increasing 
numbers of people who reluc-
tantly voted Yes and are now 
horrified at the outcome. 

This month, Peadar Tóibín 
TD raised shocking new 
details about the tragic case 
of a baby aborted after a 
misdiagnosis in the National 
 Maternity Hospital. The par-
ents say that an abortion 

of the case claimed that this 
might, in fact, be an illegal 
abortion because it was per-
formed without a second 
doctor examining the woman 
in question. He also said that 
the parents were fearful that 
the matter was being swept 
under the carpet, and he 
called on Leo Varadkar not to 
let that happen. 

On Aontú’s Facebook page, 
one woman posted: “If I could 
vote again, I’d vote No....it sad-
dens me that I chose wrong. 
I would change my vote and 
I think I’m not alone in that 
statement.”

Compassion
Already, those who voted No 
are being shown to have been 
on the right side, not just of 
history, but of progress and 
mercy and compassion. We 
take no pleasure in that, just 
as we take no pleasure in 
being correct about the other 
horrifying outcomes that are 
hurtling towards us, but it 
does bolster our conviction 
that, now more than ever, we 
must stand for life at the pro-
life rally on July 6 in Dublin. 

To paraphrase Yeats, all 
may be changed, changed 
utterly, but it is not a beauty 
that is born but a terrible cru-
elty. 

Abortion doctors are boast-
ing that at least 10,000 abor-
tions will take place in 2019 
– three times the number 
that occurred in 2018 when 
women travelled to Britain. So 

much for Leo Varadkar’s claim 
that abortion would be “safe, 
legal and rare”. 

The HSE’s website is advis-
ing women who take the 
abortion pill to flush their 
baby’s body down the toilet. 
There has been widespread 
revulsion on social media 
to that crass, unfeeling and 
inhumane suggestion, though 
the media have been happy to 
ignore any such reactions. 

❛❛Standing for life 
is how we keep the 
path lit as we rebuild 
the broken culture”

This is the brave, compas-
sionate new Ireland then, 
where abortion numbers are 
going through the roof, a baby 
is aborted at 15-weeks after a 
‘mistaken’ diagnosis of a dis-
ability, and our health service 
is abandoning women and 
their babies with callous and 
cruel indifference. It is shame-
ful, just as the vote last May 
was one of the most shameful 
days in Ireland’s history. 

But we do not bear this 
shame, nor do any of the 
723,000 others who voted 

Why we must stand 
up for life together

was suggested by doctors 
who insisted the baby had a 
“fatal” abnormality and told 
the family not to wait for 
the results of further tests. 
After the abortion, the tests 
revealed the baby was per-
fectly healthy.  

Deputy Tóibín revealed 
that the family at the centre 

‘No’. We sought to protect 
both mother and child from 
the barbarity of this abortion 
regime. 

That motivation has not 
changed, and that determina-
tion has not faltered. We are 
now urgently needed more 
than ever, because standing 
for life is how we keep the 
path lit as we rebuild the bro-
ken culture. 

Vulnerable
On Saturday, July 6, we will 
gather at Ireland’s largest 
annual event in support of the 
human right to life of every 
human person, especially the 
smallest and most vulnerable 
of all, unborn babies. 

We will march for life 
because no vote, no act of 
parliament, no referendum 
can ever make it right to kill 
a child. We will call for a bet-
ter answer than abortion for 
mothers and babies. We will 
hold this government and 

their life-ending abortion 
legislation to account.  

The Rally for Life is also 
about raising up the next gen-
eration to stand for life and to 
change the culture, because in 
a society which kills its own 
children with legal impunity, 
the future belongs to those of 
us who love and protect all of 
our children. And about giv-
ing voice to pro-life medical 
professionals who oppose 
abortion and wish to be free 
to conscientiously object.

Most of all, we will stand 
for Life because the alterna-
tive is unthinkable – we will 
not abandon helpless preborn 
babies to abortion, and we 
will not abandon women to a 
mentality that tells them that 
they are on their own. We 
hope to see you there. 

The Rally for Life will take 
place on Saturday, July 6 in 
Dublin, beginning in Parnell 
Square at 2pm. 

❛❛We must stand for life at the pro-life rally 
on July 6 in Dublin. To paraphrase Yeats, all 
may be changed, changed utterly, but it is not 
a beauty that is born but a terrible cruelty”
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Above and right, images from previous pro-life rallies in Dublin.
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A hateful fantasy
Claims that 
Ireland was 
repressed in 
the 1980s are 
absurd, writes 
David Quinn

‘Why were we 
so hateful?’, 
the edito-
rial in the 

Irish Examiner asked of Irish 
people living in the 1980s. A 
feature last weekend in the 
Irish Independent described 
the same decade as “trauma-
tising” for women.

The 1980s is in the 
spotlight because of the 
Majella Moynihan case 
which has received huge 
publicity. Ms Moynihan 
was a trainee garda when 
she became pregnant 
in 1984. The father 
was another trainee at 
Templemore. Because she 
was not married, she faced 
disciplinary procedures and 
even the sack. The father 
received a fine. 

The case was covered at 
the time, although she was 
not named, and the actions 
of the Gardaí were widely 
attacked including by a pro-
life group called ‘Women for 
Life’. 

Ms Moynihan was 
saved from the sack by the 
intervention of the then 
Archbishop of Dublin, Kevin 
McNamara, who worried 
that the precedent would 
encourage women to travel 
to England for abortions.

He intervened at the 
request of a Cura worker 
named Mena Robinson, who 
Ms Moynihan said has been 
very kind to her. She said she 
would ensure Ms Moynihan 
would not lose her job.

In the end, Majella 
Moynihan gave up her 
child for adoption. She felt 
pressured to do so because 
of her circumstances and 
lack of support. 

Infl uence
Even though Archbishop 
McNamara helped to ensure 
she was not sacked, the 
fact that she faced such 
a situation at all because 
she was pregnant outside 
marriage is being held up 
as another example of how 
unfriendly Ireland was to 
women back then under 
the baleful influence of the 
Catholic Church.

There can be no doubt 
that traditional societies 
treated unmarried mothers 
and their children cruelly, 

and in the 1980s some of this 
attitude remained.

Other cases are cited, 
for example that of Joanna 
Hayes and the ‘Kerry babies’, 
and Ann Lovett who died in 
childbirth aged 15 at a grotto 
in Granard, Co. Longford in 
1985.

But to paint the 1980s as 
the new 1950s is, simply…
absurd. You cannot paint an 
entire decade in dark colours 
because of unrepresentative 
cases such as the ones just 
mentioned. 

The 1980s were, in fact, 
the decade when the sex 
revolution really began 
to take hold in Ireland. 
Contraception had been 
made legally available for the 
first time in 1978 and from 
then on, they became more 
and more available.

❛❛You cannot 
paint an entire 
decade in dark 
colours because of 
unrepresentative 
cases such as the 
ones just mentioned” 

A sure sign that things 
were changing fast was the 
rapid rise in the number of 
births outside marriage in 
the 1980s. The old taboos 
against sex outside marriage 
were disappearing.

Some of the iconic images 
of the 1980s are from the 
huge concerts which took 
place at Slane Castle in that 
decade. The Rolling Stones 
played there in 1982. It 
also hosted Queen, Bruce 
Springsteen and Bob Dylan. 
‘Repressed’ is not the word 
that springs to mind when 

you look at those images.
I was at Dublin City 

University during the early 
to mid-1980s (the NIHE as 
it was called then). At this 
stage in my life I was only 
nominally Catholic, and it 
was the same for most of my 
friends, who were mainly 
from the country. Some of 
them were no longer even 
nominal in their faith. Young 
people were already drifting 
away from the Church by the 
1980s. It is fair to say that we 
were not a devout bunch and 
we did not feel ‘repressed’. 
That goes for both sexes.

The Church was simply 
not a ‘shadow’ over our lives 
at that point. There was a 
chaplain at DCU, a very nice 
man. He was anything but 
the ‘moral police’. 

Conversations
The referendums of the 
1980s came up a bit in our 
lunchtime conversations 
or over a pint, but the big 
cloud for us was not the 
moral climate. Instead, it the 
rotten state of the economy. 
It’s why so many of us had 
to go overseas in search 
of work after graduation. 
Aside from that we talked 
about exams, the opposite 
sex, Charlie Haughey vs 
Garret FitzGerald, and 
Ronald Reagan and Margaret 
Thatcher.

It is true that homosexual 
acts between men were 
still criminalised in the 
1980s (I supported the 
decriminalisation when that 
happened in 1993). 

It’s also true that Garret’s 
attempt to allow divorce was 
defeated by two-to-one in 
the referendum of 1986, and 
in 1983 we passed the Eighth 
Amendment, also in a two-
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to-one vote. 
Critics of the 1980s attack 

those two votes as evidence 
of social repression, but if 
they are, then we did it to 

ourselves, and by very big 
margins.

What about today? Do 
we live in a less ‘dark’ time 
now? Violent crime is up 
compared with the 1980s. 
There has been a spate of 
women murdered. Suicide 
is up. Marital breakdown 
is up. People seem less 
neighbourly than they 
were. Social media is 
often a cesspit. Hard-core 
pornography is all-pervasive.

❛❛Even back 
in 1985, Majella 
Moynihan was 
told by a senior 
colleague that she 
should have had an 
abortion. What must 
the pressure be like 
now?”

Political correctness 
has turned into a form of 
bullying. Anti-Catholic 
sentiment is rife. Drug abuse 
is rife. Recorded sexual 
offences are on the rise. 

The two youngest people 
ever have been just found 
guilty of the murder of a 
teenage girl. We have had 
the horrible case at Holles 
Street of a perfectly healthy 
baby being aborted after it 
was mistakenly believed 
the child had a ‘fatal foetal 
abnormality’. 

Healthy babies are being 
routinely and legally aborted 
every day all over the 
country in any case.

A pilots’ representative 
has spoken of the pressure 
women pilots on casual 
contracts can feel to abort 
their children.

Even back in 1985, Majella 
Moynihan was told by a 
senior colleague that she 
should have had an abortion. 
What must the pressure be 
like now?

The idea that the 1980s 
was an awful and repressive 
time and that today we are 
far more compassionate and 
enlightened does not stand 
up to the evidence. 

Yes, there was a dark side 
to life in the 1980s, but it is 
exaggerated, and there are 
many dark sides to life today. 
That is to put it very mildly.

The Queen concert at Slane in 1986. Photo: queenlive.ca
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Imagine a scenario in which it 
came to be known that cars 
with defective seat belts had 
been allowed on to the market. 

Now imagine that this 
information on the increased risk 
of passenger fatalities was known 
to government and all the major 
political parties prior to the sale of 
the cars, but they failed or refused 
to act on it. 

As the ensuing scandal 
is debated, one of the main 
opposition parties stands up and 
declares that yes, we knew all 
about that seat belt business, but 
we are still the party of car safety 
and are committed to the highest 
standards of vehicle manufacturing.

It would be fair to say that such 
a statement would deserve to be 
met with justifiable derision and 
outright scepticism, regardless of 
the apparent sincerity in which it 
was made. 

I want to suggest that something 
distinctly comparable to this 
happened last week when the 
Fianna Fáil parliamentary party 
brought forward a Private Members 
motion on the National Maternity 
Strategy.

The first line of the Fianna Fáil 
motion calls on Dáil Éireann to 
recognise “the need for Ireland’s 
maternity services to be as safe as 
possible for women and babies, 
including the need for women to be 
listened to and respected”.

This is of course a reasonable 
and unproblematic statement that 
no one could fairly disagree with. 

What is profoundly 
unreasonable and deeply 
problematical is that it was made 
on behalf of a political party who 
practically guaranteed through 
its ‘Confidence and Supply’ 
arrangement with the government, 
that Ireland’s national maternity 
services would annually become 
a theatre of destruction for 
thousands of unborn children.

Aspiration
In light of that, it is simply 
impossible to ascribe any kind of 
credibility, or even sincerity, to 
the motion’s aspiration to make 
our maternity services safe for all 
mothers and babies.

The only way in which the 
motion could have been rescued 
from ethical inconsistency was if it 
called on Dáil Éireann to recognise 
“the need for Ireland’s maternity 
services to be as safe as possible 
for ‘some’ women and ‘some’ 

babies, including the need for 
‘some’ women to be listened to and 
respected”.

A moment’s reflection should 
make this absolutely clear. For how 
can any political party logically 
insist that babies be treated with 
the utmost safety within our 
maternity services while at the 
same time reserving the right 
to facilitate the termination of 
thousands of unborn children 
“without restriction as to reason” 
for the first 12 weeks of their 
unborn lives and in extremely 
permissive circumstances 
thereafter?

At the very least, this also 
places an uneasy spotlight on the 
unavoidably discriminatory nature 
of abortion as ‘healthcare’.

What fills this situation with 
an even greater degree of conflict 
is the fact that the person who 
introduced the Dáil Motion, Fianna 
Fáil’s Health Spokesperson, Deputy 
Stephen Donnelly, was personally 
made aware on numerous 
occasions over the course of a 
single Health Committee meeting 
in September 2018, that the rollout 
of the abortion service within 
the framework of the national 
maternity services was fraught 
with danger and infrastructural 
challenges. 

❛❛ If we were rolling 
out a vaccination 
programme, we would 
need longer than this to 
plan”

This, let us recall, was almost 
a full four months after the 
referendum of May 25, which 
repealed the Eighth Amendment.

During the course of that Health 
Committee meeting, Deputy 
Donnelly asked Dr Clíona Murphy, 
of the Institute of Obstetricians and 
Gynaecologists, what was required 
in order to meet the January 2019 
deadline for the national rollout 
of abortion within the national 
maternity service. 

Her reply was as follows: “As 
things stand, we do not know the 
capacity we are trying to become 
ready for. There will be major 
public expectation for a rolled-out 
service and that can lead to issues. 
We have seen how if things are not 
planned properly they can unravel. 
I certainly advise caution and 
perhaps we should consider some 

Putting abortion ‘healthcare’ 
under the spotlight

phasing in or a pilot – that is my 
own personal view – so that there 
would be some understanding 
among the public that it is a short 
timeframe to roll out a separate 
health strategy.

“If we were rolling out a 
vaccination programme, we 
would need longer than this to 
plan. While we are doing our best 
in all areas, there needs to be 
more integration into the whole 
planning.”

Despite these warnings on 
infrastructure and capacity levels, 
however, Deputy Donnelly, the 
Fianna Fáil party, and indeed all the 
major political parties went ahead 
and supported the introduction of 
abortion services according to what 
was manifestly a political rather 
than a clinically-imposed deadline. 

In passing, it might be noted 
that the word ‘deadline’ has rarely 
been so apt.

These events create further 
difficulties for the integrity of the 
motion that was introduced last 
week. 

For within that motion is Fianna 
Fáil’s call on the government to 
recognise “the growing crisis 
in maternity care for reasons 
including: poor staffing ratios, 
limited diagnostics and the 
increased burn-out and stress for 

clinicians, together with a retention 
and recruitment crisis and chronic 
staff shortages”.

Yet these are the very issues 
that Dr Clíona Murphy and 
other medical representatives 
also highlighted at the Health 
Committee meeting in September 
2018.

❛❛The consequences 
of getting it wrong are 
serious. We could end up 
with a termination done 
for a condition that is not 
fatal or vice versa”

This is most definitely the 
case with respect to the limited 
availability of diagnostics. 

In fact, Dr Peter Boylan explicitly 
informed Deputy Donnelly at the 
Health Committee that when the 
abortion service came into force in 
January 2019 there would still be 
real concerns around the capacity 
to safely diagnose unborn children 
who displayed indications of a so 
called ‘fatal foetal abnormality’.

Here is what Dr Boylan told 
Deputy Donnelly after he was 
asked about the capacity of our 
maternity services to deal with 

this issue: “The MRI machine in 
the National Maternity Hospital, 
with some jiggling around, could 
possibly be a national centre for 
referral to clarify the diagnosis for 
women and pregnancies where 
there are foetal abnormalities. The 
consequences of getting it wrong 
are serious. We could end up with 
a termination done for a condition 
that is not fatal or vice versa.”

We need only look to the recent 
and tragic case in Holles Street to 
see that this predicted eventuality 
was far from being an exaggeration.

Ultimately, it has to be said that 
when any political party speaks 
passionately but inconsistently 
about protecting mothers and 
babies, then they will run the 
very real risk of coming across as 
incoherent.

Unfortunately that is the 
situation which the majority of 
our political class now finds itself 
in despite their efforts to maintain 
what has been described elsewhere 
as a “posture of reasonability and 
thoughtfulness”.

David Mullins is a bioethics 
commentator with a special 
interest in the ethical implications 
of emerging technologies.

Political calls for safer 
maternity care are 
incoherent, writes 
David Mullins

❛❛As things stand, we do not know the capacity we are trying 
to become ready for. There will be major public expectation 
for a rolled-out service and that can lead to issues”
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Dáil Éireann in Dublin.
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A hateful fantasy
Claims that 
Ireland was 
repressed in 
the 1980s are 
absurd, writes 
David Quinn

‘Why were we 
so hateful?’, 
the edito-
rial in the 

Irish Examiner asked of Irish 
people living in the 1980s. A 
feature last weekend in the 
Irish Independent described 
the same decade as “trauma-
tising” for women.

The 1980s is in the 
spotlight because of the 
Majella Moynihan case 
which has received huge 
publicity. Ms Moynihan 
was a trainee garda when 
she became pregnant 
in 1984. The father 
was another trainee at 
Templemore. Because she 
was not married, she faced 
disciplinary procedures and 
even the sack. The father 
received a fine. 

The case was covered at 
the time, although she was 
not named, and the actions 
of the Gardaí were widely 
attacked including by a pro-
life group called ‘Women for 
Life’. 

Ms Moynihan was 
saved from the sack by the 
intervention of the then 
Archbishop of Dublin, Kevin 
McNamara, who worried 
that the precedent would 
encourage women to travel 
to England for abortions.

He intervened at the 
request of a Cura worker 
named Mena Robinson, who 
Ms Moynihan said has been 
very kind to her. She said she 
would ensure Ms Moynihan 
would not lose her job.

In the end, Majella 
Moynihan gave up her 
child for adoption. She felt 
pressured to do so because 
of her circumstances and 
lack of support. 

Infl uence
Even though Archbishop 
McNamara helped to ensure 
she was not sacked, the 
fact that she faced such 
a situation at all because 
she was pregnant outside 
marriage is being held up 
as another example of how 
unfriendly Ireland was to 
women back then under 
the baleful influence of the 
Catholic Church.

There can be no doubt 
that traditional societies 
treated unmarried mothers 
and their children cruelly, 

and in the 1980s some of this 
attitude remained.

Other cases are cited, 
for example that of Joanna 
Hayes and the ‘Kerry babies’, 
and Ann Lovett who died in 
childbirth aged 15 at a grotto 
in Granard, Co. Longford in 
1985.

But to paint the 1980s as 
the new 1950s is, simply…
absurd. You cannot paint an 
entire decade in dark colours 
because of unrepresentative 
cases such as the ones just 
mentioned. 

The 1980s were, in fact, 
the decade when the sex 
revolution really began 
to take hold in Ireland. 
Contraception had been 
made legally available for the 
first time in 1978 and from 
then on, they became more 
and more available.

❛❛You cannot 
paint an entire 
decade in dark 
colours because of 
unrepresentative 
cases such as the 
ones just mentioned” 

A sure sign that things 
were changing fast was the 
rapid rise in the number of 
births outside marriage in 
the 1980s. The old taboos 
against sex outside marriage 
were disappearing.

Some of the iconic images 
of the 1980s are from the 
huge concerts which took 
place at Slane Castle in that 
decade. The Rolling Stones 
played there in 1982. It 
also hosted Queen, Bruce 
Springsteen and Bob Dylan. 
‘Repressed’ is not the word 
that springs to mind when 

you look at those images.
I was at Dublin City 

University during the early 
to mid-1980s (the NIHE as 
it was called then). At this 
stage in my life I was only 
nominally Catholic, and it 
was the same for most of my 
friends, who were mainly 
from the country. Some of 
them were no longer even 
nominal in their faith. Young 
people were already drifting 
away from the Church by the 
1980s. It is fair to say that we 
were not a devout bunch and 
we did not feel ‘repressed’. 
That goes for both sexes.

The Church was simply 
not a ‘shadow’ over our lives 
at that point. There was a 
chaplain at DCU, a very nice 
man. He was anything but 
the ‘moral police’. 

Conversations
The referendums of the 
1980s came up a bit in our 
lunchtime conversations 
or over a pint, but the big 
cloud for us was not the 
moral climate. Instead, it the 
rotten state of the economy. 
It’s why so many of us had 
to go overseas in search 
of work after graduation. 
Aside from that we talked 
about exams, the opposite 
sex, Charlie Haughey vs 
Garret FitzGerald, and 
Ronald Reagan and Margaret 
Thatcher.

It is true that homosexual 
acts between men were 
still criminalised in the 
1980s (I supported the 
decriminalisation when that 
happened in 1993). 

It’s also true that Garret’s 
attempt to allow divorce was 
defeated by two-to-one in 
the referendum of 1986, and 
in 1983 we passed the Eighth 
Amendment, also in a two-
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to-one vote. 
Critics of the 1980s attack 

those two votes as evidence 
of social repression, but if 
they are, then we did it to 

ourselves, and by very big 
margins.

What about today? Do 
we live in a less ‘dark’ time 
now? Violent crime is up 
compared with the 1980s. 
There has been a spate of 
women murdered. Suicide 
is up. Marital breakdown 
is up. People seem less 
neighbourly than they 
were. Social media is 
often a cesspit. Hard-core 
pornography is all-pervasive.

❛❛Even back 
in 1985, Majella 
Moynihan was 
told by a senior 
colleague that she 
should have had an 
abortion. What must 
the pressure be like 
now?”

Political correctness 
has turned into a form of 
bullying. Anti-Catholic 
sentiment is rife. Drug abuse 
is rife. Recorded sexual 
offences are on the rise. 

The two youngest people 
ever have been just found 
guilty of the murder of a 
teenage girl. We have had 
the horrible case at Holles 
Street of a perfectly healthy 
baby being aborted after it 
was mistakenly believed 
the child had a ‘fatal foetal 
abnormality’. 

Healthy babies are being 
routinely and legally aborted 
every day all over the 
country in any case.

A pilots’ representative 
has spoken of the pressure 
women pilots on casual 
contracts can feel to abort 
their children.

Even back in 1985, Majella 
Moynihan was told by a 
senior colleague that she 
should have had an abortion. 
What must the pressure be 
like now?

The idea that the 1980s 
was an awful and repressive 
time and that today we are 
far more compassionate and 
enlightened does not stand 
up to the evidence. 

Yes, there was a dark side 
to life in the 1980s, but it is 
exaggerated, and there are 
many dark sides to life today. 
That is to put it very mildly.

The Queen concert at Slane in 1986. Photo: queenlive.ca
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Parents are 
morally 
obliged to 
vaccinate 
their children, 
writes Colm 
Fitzpatrick

With the recent 
spate of measles 
outbreaks across 
Ireland, ques-

tions have been raised about 
what role both parents and 
government play in prevent-
ing the spread of infectious 
illnesses. 

Vaccinations, of course, 
seem to be the obvious solu-
tion as they provide immu-
nity to the targeted diseases 
– but with a growing scepti-
cism about the effectiveness 
of vaccines, many parents are 
avoiding this medical norm 
and opting for their children 
to contract the disease and 
develop resistance naturally. 

There have been well over 
20 confirmed measles cases 
in the Dublin area since the 
beginning of this year, with 
other fringe outbreaks in areas 
such as Donegal. The best 
protection against it is to be 
vaccinated with MMR (Mea-
sles, Mumps, and Rubella) 
vaccine, but with a greater 
drop in people receiving this 
vaccine in the past few years, 
the illness is remerging on a 
wide-scale level.

Despite an overwhelm-
ing scientific consensus that 
deems such vaccines to be 
safe, many parents no longer 
have confidence in them, 
believing they do more harm 
than good. A new survey 
carried out by biomedical 
research charity Wellcome 
revealed that Ireland’s trust 
of medical vaccines is lower 
than the international aver-
age, sitting at a mere 74%. 

Positive effects
Given that the positive effects 
of vaccines are well-attested, 
is it the case that parents are 
morally obliged to vaccinate 
their children? 

According to moral theo-
logian Fr Alan O’Sullivan OP, 
parents ought to vaccinate 
their children if refusal to do 
so could lead to grave illness 
or death. 

“If there’s a danger of a 
child contracting a grave ill-
ness and there’s vaccination 
readily available that’s afford-
able without controversial 
side effects, then there is an 
onus on parents to avail of 
that,” he told The Irish Cath-
olic, adding that this moral 
duty can shift depending on 
the seriousness of the disease. 

Likewise, Fr Michael 
Shorthall, secretary of the 
Irish bishops’ Consultative 
Group on Bioethics and Life 
Questions agrees that par-
ents have a moral obligation 
to take health seriously and 
that this responsibility “rises” 
the greater the seriousness of 
the illness that’s being vacci-
nated. 

❛❛There’s no 
problem with the 
State advising 
people as long as 
its accurate with 
regards to possible 
side effects, and any 
negative aspects”

“In Catholic teaching, there 
is a concept called the com-
mon good and one aspect of 
the common good is public 
health. So, parents by vacci-
nating their children, they’re 
not just protecting their chil-
dren – making choices about 
their children – but they’re 
making choices, in effect, 
about their community and 
they relate to the commu-
nity,” Fr Shorthall said. 

The Church is quite clear 
that this decision is a per-
sonal matter for parents - 
this doesn’t mean ignoring 
evidence to suit one’s narra-
tive or confirmation biases, 
but developing a properly 
informed conscience. There 
must be comprehensive rea-
sons for refusing immunisa-
tions to dangerous diseases, 
and if all that can be mustered 
up is an esoteric and uncred-
ited study, then questions 
need to be asked. 

There is of course a 
legitimate concern among 
Christians about the use of 
vaccines developed from 
cell lines descending from 
aborted foetal tissue, such as 
the vaccine against Rubella. 
Catholics have rightly asked 
whether it’s morally permis-
sible to use such vaccines, but 
a statement from the Pontifi-
cal Academy for Life in 2005 
has confirmed that vaccines 
connected with abortion are 
licit to use, at least until a new 
product becomes available. 

While the question of 
what moral duty parents 
have in providing vaccines 
for their children is worth 
considering, a more pressing 
matter is the role of the State 
in enforcing this medical 
procedure. There’s no doubt 
that the government has a 
responsibility in reducing the 
spread of diseases, but there 
have now been calls to intro-
duce mandatory vaccinations, 
especially given the devasta-
tion these infectious illnesses 
can cause schools. 

The Department of Health 
told this newspaper: “The 
Minister’s [Simon Harris] pri-
ority is to increase vaccina-
tion rates across the country 
and he is exploring a number 
of options in this area. In this 
regard, the Minister wrote to 
the Attorney General to seek 
legal advice as to the Con-
stitutionality of introducing 
schemes of mandatory vac-
cination.”

Minimum
At a very minimum, the gov-
ernment has a duty to inform 
and provide accurate infor-
mation to its citizens about 
the positive effects of vac-
cines, and ensure that such 
services are available to eve-
rybody. 

“There’s no problem with 
the State advising people 
as long as its accurate with 
regards to possible side 
effects, and any negative 
aspects. That’s straight-for-
ward enough,” DCU lecturer 
and theologian Dr John Mur-
ray explained, adding that 

both Church and State should 
“give information and good 
advice, and make sure that 
things are readily available 
that are necessary for basic 
health and wellbeing”.

However, when a person 
refuses to provide a vaccine 
for their child, should the 
government move beyond 
this advisory paradigm and 
enforce the medical proce-
dure regardless of the par-
ent’s objections? The answer 
isn’t clear-cut, primarily 
because there are different 
views on the role of govern-
ment in society, and also what 
constitutes a serious illness.

“I think that would be the 
State overstepping the mark 
actually. You’ve got to be care-
ful of what’s called today the 
‘granny State’ or the ‘parent 
State’ which tries to substi-
tute at the times the role of 
parent,” Fr O’Sullivan said, 
adding, “The parents have 
the major cooperative role in 
raising the child, and the State 
only intervenes in extraordi-
nary circumstances. It doesn’t 
become the ordinary educa-
tor of facilitator.”

Fr Shorthall, on the other 
hand, holds that the State 
does have the right to enforce 
vaccinations if the illness is 
serious enough, and in more 
minor circumstances, it must 
simply educate and inform 
parents, leaving the choice 
down to them as are they pri-
mary carers of their children. 

There are certainly strong 
arguments on both sides and 
as this topic enters the public 
arena in the coming months, 
perhaps a better understand-
ing of parental and govern-
mental roles will be reached. 

Making the 
ethical choice
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to a new generation that never had the 

opportunity to sit at his feet.

Parents are 
morally 
obliged to 
vaccinate 
their children, 
writes Colm 
Fitzpatrick

With the recent 
spate of measles 
outbreaks across 
Ireland, ques-

tions have been raised about 
what role both parents and 
government play in prevent-
ing the spread of infectious 
illnesses. 

Vaccinations, of course, 
seem to be the obvious solu-
tion as they provide immu-
nity to the targeted diseases 
– but with a growing scepti-
cism about the effectiveness 
of vaccines, many parents are 
avoiding this medical norm 
and opting for their children 
to contract the disease and 
develop resistance naturally. 

There have been well over 
20 confirmed measles cases 
in the Dublin area since the 
beginning of this year, with 
other fringe outbreaks in areas 
such as Donegal. The best 
protection against it is to be 
vaccinated with MMR (Mea-
sles, Mumps, and Rubella) 
vaccine, but with a greater 
drop in people receiving this 
vaccine in the past few years, 
the illness is remerging on a 
wide-scale level.

Despite an overwhelm-
ing scientific consensus that 
deems such vaccines to be 
safe, many parents no longer 
have confidence in them, 
believing they do more harm 
than good. A new survey 
carried out by biomedical 
research charity Wellcome 
revealed that Ireland’s trust 
of medical vaccines is lower 
than the international aver-
age, sitting at a mere 74%. 

Positive effects
Given that the positive effects 
of vaccines are well-attested, 
is it the case that parents are 
morally obliged to vaccinate 
their children? 

According to moral theo-
logian Fr Alan O’Sullivan OP, 
parents ought to vaccinate 
their children if refusal to do 
so could lead to grave illness 
or death. 

“If there’s a danger of a 
child contracting a grave ill-
ness and there’s vaccination 
readily available that’s afford-
able without controversial 
side effects, then there is an 
onus on parents to avail of 
that,” he told The Irish Cath-
olic, adding that this moral 
duty can shift depending on 
the seriousness of the disease. 

Likewise, Fr Michael 
Shorthall, secretary of the 
Irish bishops’ Consultative 
Group on Bioethics and Life 
Questions agrees that par-
ents have a moral obligation 
to take health seriously and 
that this responsibility “rises” 
the greater the seriousness of 
the illness that’s being vacci-
nated. 

❛❛There’s no 
problem with the 
State advising 
people as long as 
its accurate with 
regards to possible 
side effects, and any 
negative aspects”

“In Catholic teaching, there 
is a concept called the com-
mon good and one aspect of 
the common good is public 
health. So, parents by vacci-
nating their children, they’re 
not just protecting their chil-
dren – making choices about 
their children – but they’re 
making choices, in effect, 
about their community and 
they relate to the commu-
nity,” Fr Shorthall said. 

The Church is quite clear 
that this decision is a per-
sonal matter for parents - 
this doesn’t mean ignoring 
evidence to suit one’s narra-
tive or confirmation biases, 
but developing a properly 
informed conscience. There 
must be comprehensive rea-
sons for refusing immunisa-
tions to dangerous diseases, 
and if all that can be mustered 
up is an esoteric and uncred-
ited study, then questions 
need to be asked. 

There is of course a 
legitimate concern among 
Christians about the use of 
vaccines developed from 
cell lines descending from 
aborted foetal tissue, such as 
the vaccine against Rubella. 
Catholics have rightly asked 
whether it’s morally permis-
sible to use such vaccines, but 
a statement from the Pontifi-
cal Academy for Life in 2005 
has confirmed that vaccines 
connected with abortion are 
licit to use, at least until a new 
product becomes available. 

While the question of 
what moral duty parents 
have in providing vaccines 
for their children is worth 
considering, a more pressing 
matter is the role of the State 
in enforcing this medical 
procedure. There’s no doubt 
that the government has a 
responsibility in reducing the 
spread of diseases, but there 
have now been calls to intro-
duce mandatory vaccinations, 
especially given the devasta-
tion these infectious illnesses 
can cause schools. 

The Department of Health 
told this newspaper: “The 
Minister’s [Simon Harris] pri-
ority is to increase vaccina-
tion rates across the country 
and he is exploring a number 
of options in this area. In this 
regard, the Minister wrote to 
the Attorney General to seek 
legal advice as to the Con-
stitutionality of introducing 
schemes of mandatory vac-
cination.”

Minimum
At a very minimum, the gov-
ernment has a duty to inform 
and provide accurate infor-
mation to its citizens about 
the positive effects of vac-
cines, and ensure that such 
services are available to eve-
rybody. 

“There’s no problem with 
the State advising people 
as long as its accurate with 
regards to possible side 
effects, and any negative 
aspects. That’s straight-for-
ward enough,” DCU lecturer 
and theologian Dr John Mur-
ray explained, adding that 

both Church and State should 
“give information and good 
advice, and make sure that 
things are readily available 
that are necessary for basic 
health and wellbeing”.

However, when a person 
refuses to provide a vaccine 
for their child, should the 
government move beyond 
this advisory paradigm and 
enforce the medical proce-
dure regardless of the par-
ent’s objections? The answer 
isn’t clear-cut, primarily 
because there are different 
views on the role of govern-
ment in society, and also what 
constitutes a serious illness.

“I think that would be the 
State overstepping the mark 
actually. You’ve got to be care-
ful of what’s called today the 
‘granny State’ or the ‘parent 
State’ which tries to substi-
tute at the times the role of 
parent,” Fr O’Sullivan said, 
adding, “The parents have 
the major cooperative role in 
raising the child, and the State 
only intervenes in extraordi-
nary circumstances. It doesn’t 
become the ordinary educa-
tor of facilitator.”

Fr Shorthall, on the other 
hand, holds that the State 
does have the right to enforce 
vaccinations if the illness is 
serious enough, and in more 
minor circumstances, it must 
simply educate and inform 
parents, leaving the choice 
down to them as are they pri-
mary carers of their children. 

There are certainly strong 
arguments on both sides and 
as this topic enters the public 
arena in the coming months, 
perhaps a better understand-
ing of parental and govern-
mental roles will be reached. 

Making the 
ethical choice

The Irish Catholic, May 23, 2019  | Analysis  ||11

This month, the Vati-
can Congregation for 
Catholic Education 
issued a document, 

‘Male and Female He Cre-
ated Them: Towards a Path of 
Dialogue On the Question of 
Gender Theory in Education’. 
While the focus is on gender 
theory in relation to educa-
tion, the document is a useful 
summary of recent Church 
teaching on a much wider 
range of issues. 

Most significantly, it high-
lights the fact that, at the 
heart of many of the current 
tensions between Church 
teaching and secular or ‘post-
Christian’ ideologies, is a clash 
between two very different 
ways of understanding not 
just gender, but human life 
itself. 

It is important to empha-
sise that the document is 
not an attack on transgender 
people. On the contrary, it 
condemns all forms of intol-
erance and fully acknowl-
edges that “forms of unjust 
discrimination have been a 
sad fact of history and have 
also had an influence within 
the Church”.   

Nor does the document 
close the door on dialogue 
with scientific and other 
research into issues related 
to gender. It recognises the 
need to engage constructively 
with such research in a spirit 
of openness to whatever 
advances our understanding 
of complex issues. The docu-
ment is organised around 
three guiding principles: lis-
ten, reason and propose.

Dialogue
The hope is that a genuine 
dialogue may reveal some 
common rational elements 
which, in turn, can foster 
mutual understanding and 
indicate a path forward. 
However, genuine dialogue 
becomes impossible when 
a particular point of view is 
presented as unquestionable. 

This is even more the case 
when the point of view is 
based on absolutised individ-

ual perspectives that are not 
open to rational challenge.

Unfortunately, this is 
precisely what occurs with 
certain currents of radical 
subjectivism, of which at 
least some versions of gender 
theory are an expression. It 
becomes clear that what is at 
stake is not merely a theory 
about gender, but a compre-
hensive view of human life, 
an anthropology, fundamen-
tally at odds with the Chris-
tian understanding of what it 
means to be a human being 
and closed to the possibility 
of uncovering shared rational 
elements which might form 
the basis for dialogue and 
mutual understanding.

❛❛Time 
constraints alone 
mean that any 
presentation of 
viewpoints will be 
selective”

The conflict between com-
peting anthropologies has 
been referred to frequently by 
Pope Francis. In Amoris Laeti-
tia, for example, he speaks of 
new ideological perspectives 
on gender that undermine the 
very foundations of a Chris-
tian understanding of mar-
riage and family. 

This is so because the 
premises and presuppositions 
implicit in these ideologies 
contradict those at the heart 
of Christian and other tradi-
tional interpretations of the 
nature and finality of human 
life.

Indeed, they are at odds 
with the Christian under-
standing of reality as whole. 
Pope Benedict XVI spoke 
about school curricula which, 
while claiming to be neutral 
on questions related to the 
meaning and value of human 
life, “in fact reflect an anthro-
pology opposed to Faith and 
to right reason”.

Frequently, talk of ‘ethos-
free’ education naively 
assumes that it is possible to 

present an account of human 
life devoid of profound ethi-
cal implications. But, if only 
for practical reasons, that is 
an impossible task. 

Time constraints alone 
mean that any presentation 
of viewpoints will be selec-
tive, and their treatment 
is unlikely to equip pupils 
with sufficient elements to 
judiciously ‘decide for them-
selves’. The elimination of 
any particular ethos will not 
result in neutrality, but rather 
an alternative ethos. 

There are few questions, if 
any, more fundamental that 
‘What does it mean to be 
human?’. 

Inevitably, how we answer 
this question will determine 
our understanding of how we 
ought to live, what we regard 
as true and false, or right and 
wrong. At the heart of the 
anthropological proposals 
critiqued in the Vatican docu-
ment is a collection of ideas 
which have become famil-
iar in recent debate on key 
moral issues. While many of 
these ideas may have origi-
nated in the thinking of phi-
losophers and others, they 

frequently filter down to the 
level of popular culture in the 
form of mere slogans. Endless 
repetition makes them seem 
self-evident. 

j j j j j j j

A current TV commercial for 
cars proclaims ‘Your choices 
define you’. The same mes-
sage is conveyed, continu-
ously, via mainstream print 
and broadcast media. This 
can be interpreted to mean 
that who I am depends exclu-
sively on whatever I happen 
to choose, and my choices 
may even be in a permanent 
state of flux.

Implicitly, this would 
involve rejecting the notion 
of any external, objective 
checks on my chosen self-
definition. There would be 
no such thing as an essential 
‘human nature’ to challenge 
my personal choice of iden-
tity. My essential ‘self’ would 
even be divorced from my 
bodily biological reality. The 
Vatican document speaks of 
“a gradual process of denatu-
ralisation, that is a move away 
from nature and towards an 
absolute option for the deci-

sion of the feelings of the 
human subject”. 

Clearly, such a view is 
incompatible with the Chris-
tian understanding of reality 
and human nature. The notion 
of objective criteria of truth 
and goodness, knowable by 
means of reason, is replaced 
by a radical subjectivism. 

The individual self and its 
personal choices become the 
only acceptable measures of 
meaning and value. On this 
view, it is hard to see how the 
traditional building blocks 
of social coexistence could 
possibly endure, since there 
would be no objective criteria 
for resolving differences and 
avoiding conflict. 

❛❛ It is important 
to emphasise that 
the document is 
not an attack on 
transgender people”

Instead of appeals to 
objective truth, goodness 
and justice, the most obvious 
recourse would be for like-
minded individuals to band 

together in order to secure 
the triumph of their par-
ticular ideas and causes over 
those perceived as hostile.

Very easily, the subordina-
tion of reason to the will of 
individuals or groups morphs 
into something akin to a 
Nietzschean ‘will to power’ or 
a Hobbsean ‘war of all against 
all’. 

We are confronted with 
the prospect of a potentially 
violent ‘state of nature’, very 
different from the goal of a 
harmonious natural state, 
ordered in accordance with 
in-built laws knowable by 
means of ‘right reason’, as 
envisaged by a Christian 
account of the meaning and 
purpose of human life.

The Vatican document sees 
all of this, and more, at stake 
in current debate around cer-
tain strands of gender theory. 
It does not claim to be the 
last word, but rather seeks to 
open up “a path of dialogue”. 
If the document succeeds in 
sparking open-minded dis-
cussion about the key issues, 
especially in the context of 
education, its main purpose 
will have been achieved. 

The content of its 36 pages 
is far richer than could be 
conveyed in a short article 
and I urge everyone to read 
it. It is available for download 
at:  https://www.americama-
gazine.org/sites/default/files/
attachments/Vatican_Gen-
der_Male_and_Female_He_
created_them.pdf 

Not just about gender
A new Vatican 
document invites 
important questions 
about dialogue and 
understanding, writes 
Kevin O’Higgins SJ

❛❛Frequently, talk of ‘ethos-free’ education naively assumes 
that it is possible to present an account of human life devoid 
of profound ethical implications. But, if only for practical 
reasons, that is an impossible task”
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Zelie Louise Turpin, Isabelle, Aifric and Róisín Ni Fhlionn. Bláithin Smith, Maeve O’Hanlon and Heidi Flanagan. Rachel Kenny and Dr Berry Kiely.

Aubrey McCarthy 
Auctioneer.

Senator Rónán Mullen, Margaret Davin and 
John Smyth of the Pro Life Campaign.

More than 600 people 
attended the annual Pro Life 
Campaign dinner last week-
end. 

The keynote speaker was 
Elma Walsh, mother of Donal 
Walsh, who captured the 
attention of the nation with 

his brave fight against can-
cer in 2013. The event took 
place at the Clayton Hotel 
in Ballsbridge. It is the fifth 
annual fund-raising dinner. It 
was also addressed by Sena-
tor Ronan Mullen, who was 
the main organiser. People 

attended from all over the 
country. Each table had one 
sponsor. Sponsors included a 
number of dioceses and reli-
gious orders as well as private 
individuals. It is the biggest 
single Pro Life fund-raising 
event in the country.

600 turn out to support 
Pro Life Campaign dinner
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Colm Fitzpatrick and Mahak Verma of The Irish Catholic.

Maeve O’Hanlon of the Pro Life Campaign with MC Clare 
McCarthy .

Seán and Margaret Davin.

Bishop Kevin Doran and Sheen Darcy.

Eilís Mulroy of the 
Pro Life Campaign 
addressing the 
gathering.

Iona Institute director and The Irish Catholic columnist David 
Quinn at the dinner with his wife, Rachel.

Elma Walsh, Declan O’Loan, Baroness Nuala O’Loan and 
Fr Robert McCabe.

Fionnbar Walsh, Eilís Mulroy of the Pro Life Campaign, 
keynote speaker Elma Walsh and Senator Rónán Mullen.

Student attendees at Ceiliúradh Cois Life.
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A little while ago 
I found a little 
golden ring. I was 
going up the stairs 

in my house and it was there 
sitting on one of the steps. 
It was thin, it had a break 
in it, and it wasn’t actually 
gold. My best guess is that 
it belonged to a Christmas 
ornament or decoration 
of some kind. Whatever it 
was, it was not designed to 
be worn.

And yet, I decided to 
wear it. 

I wore it for about two 
weeks and most people 
either didn’t notice or didn’t 
feel the need to comment. 
My friends noticed imme-
diately and gave me varied 
feedback mostly in the form 
of either approval or confu-
sion. 

After I had been wearing 
it for a while the comments 
mostly shifted to: “Why are 
you still wearing that?” My 
answer was always shifty 
and didn’t really explain at 
all why I was wearing the 
ring. “I like it!” was about 
as specific as I got. For all 
anyone knew, my choice to 
wear a little gold-coloured, 
ring-shaped, piece of metal 
was entirely based on fash-
ion.

I have since lost the ring 
but I still want to explain it 
and what it meant to me 
during that very short time.

Adoration
The night I picked it up off 
the stairs and decided to 
put it on my finger, I was 
on my way to Eucharistic 
adoration at the Adora-
tion Convent of Christ the 
King (Pink Sisters) at Lin-
coln, Nebraska. I had been 
recently directed to start 
going to adoration more 
often and was informed 
that the Pink Sisters were 
open late. 

When I walked into the 
chapel with the ring on 
my finger I was greeted by 
a striking sight. The mon-
strance that had held the 
body of Christ each time 
I had gone in the past few 
weeks was gone. In its place 
was a different monstrance 
that prominently featured a 
thin golden ring like a halo 
around Our Lord. It bore a 
noticeable resemblance to 
the ring I had just placed 
around my little finger.

My first reaction was to 

Remembering 
why we’re here

Our society demands 
productivity, but we 
can’t let our Faith 
conform to this, writes 
Ben Swanson

brush it off as a coincidence. 
It was far too insignificant to 
be the direct influence of God 
and way too easy to explain. 
Of course, if you pick up a 
golden ring and then go to a 
place where there is a mon-
strance you will find some-
thing that resembles that 
golden ring. Almost all mon-
strances are circular and gold.

So, it was a coincidence, 
but what graces God bestows 
by way of these insignificant 
coincidences! The decision 
to see in this moment a call 
by God to renew my devotion 
to the Blessed Sacrament was 
my decision as an expression 
of my God-given free will. But 
I got to that moment by fol-
lowing the tug upon my heart 
that begged me to return to 
him. 

A golden ring means noth-
ing if you are not willing to 
see the symbol in it and the 
graces that God wills you 
to enjoy through it. This 
moment was a confirmation 
in me of what I knew to be 
true. I needed to return to the 
Eucharist, especially in adora-

tion.
Adoration has always been 

a special devotion of mine. It 
was before the Blessed Sac-
rament that I had my first 
and greatest ‘come to Jesus’ 
moment the summer after 
high school. 

❛❛There is nothing 
I can do that is 
divorced from the 
call to be with Christ 
and to be Christ to 
others”

It was before the Blessed 
Sacrament that I first felt truly 
loved and forgiven by Jesus. 
It was a daily adoration slot 
that saved my faith during my 
sophomore year of college. 

It was Thursday evening 
adoration that allowed me to 
grow in my faith at the very 
moment I most wanted to 
give up in London, and that 
kept me from imploding from 
loneliness and homesickness 
in Tanzania. 

Tuesday night adoration 

with Youth 2000 in Dublin 
was my spiritual rest in an 
otherwise spiritually exhaust-
ing schedule.

I have been called back 
time and time again to adore 
my Lord in the Holy Eucharist. 
Finding a little golden ring 
may have been insignificant, 
but the message was clear: 
Come back to me. In that 
moment, it was a miracle.

Thus says the Lord:
Cursed is the one who trusts 

in human beings,
who seeks his strength in 

flesh,
whose heart turns away from 

the Lord.
He is like a barren bush in 

the desert that enjoys no 
change of season,

but stands in a lava waste, a 
salt and empty earth.

Blessed is the one who trusts 
in the Lord,

whose hope is in the Lord.
He is like a tree planted beside 

the waters that stretches 
out its roots to the stream:

it fears not the heat when it 
comes;

its leaves stay green;
in the year of drought it shows 

no distress,
but still bears fruit.

– Jeremiah 7:5-8

I didn’t begin to realise the 
full significance of this little 
golden ring until I left the 
chapel. That night as I was 
going to bed I went to take off 
the ring and decided not to. I 
decided I was going to wear it 
at all times. 

As I lay there in bed I went 
to reach for my phone as I 
always do and felt the ring 
on my finger. I remembered 
Christ exposed in that mon-
strance and I reached for my 
rosary instead. I fell asleep 
praying.

Aware
In the next days I was con-
stantly aware of the extra bit 
of metal on my hand. At work, 
at home, or with friends I 
was forced to think about the 
significance of that piece of 
metal. 

The Eucharist was not con-

fined to a chapel but is Christ 
who is everywhere. He was 
with me wherever I go. Even 
more, I was not simply carry-
ing the ring with me but was 
wearing it. I was inside of it 
and it was around me. I was 
regularly made aware of our 
Eucharistic existence each 
time that little golden ring 
caught on something or got in 
the way. Each time I fidgeted 
with it I was called back to 
that little chapel and the mir-
acle that was there. No part of 
my life is separate from Christ 
or can be. 

There is nothing I can do 
that is divorced from the call 
to be with Christ and to be 
Christ to others.

This integration of the 
Eucharist into my daily life 
caused me to realise that I 
usually have things back-
wards. I wonder and worry 
about what my life is sup-
posed to be. What job should 
I have? Will I get married 
and have a family? How am 

I called to make a difference 
in the world? These questions 
regularly plague me and fill 
me with doubt. 

I have no clear answers 
and so often assume this 
means that my future will be 
just as murky and aimless. To 
combat this, I obsess over the 
future and fabricate grand 
plans that satiate my desire to 
matter, or I exhaust myself in 
stress trying to be productive 
with my ‘leisure’ time. 

I feel anxious if too much 
of my down time is ‘wasted’ 
instead of spent doing some-
thing I consider useful. Useful 
could include writing music 
or reading an important piece 
of literature (right now it’s 
The Brothers Karamazov) or 
writing. I had to force myself 
to go to adoration before writ-
ing this article, and it wasn’t 
easy to convince myself to do 
it. Writing is productive and 
sometimes gets me compli-
ments and recognition. 

Eucharistic adoration is 

❛❛ It was Thursday evening adoration that allowed 
me to grow in my faith at the very moment I most 
wanted to give up in London, and that kept me 
from imploding from loneliness and homesickness 
in Tanzania”
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not productive in that sense 
and will never get me com-
pliments or recognition (okay, 
maybe from the old ladies 
who frequent the chapel). I 
forced myself to go to ado-
ration and lose some of the 
time I needed to write this 
because that is the very point 
of this article: to express the 
immeasurable worth of the 
Eucharistic adoration that 
can never be matched by a 
lifetime’s productiveness.

Schedules
We spend so much time try-
ing to figure out what we are 
supposed to do with our lives 
that we so often forget that it 
all begins with Christ. 

We try to fit Christ into our 
schedules instead of letting 
our schedules be shaped by 
Christ. We make plans to con-

form our lives to Christ but 
they so often start at what we 
will do to get there and skip 
over the first and most vital 
piece, that which Christ does. 

He is the one who will 
lead us to himself. He is the 
one with the plan for us that 
will bring us happiness. We 
scurry around from one thing 
to the next trying to please 
ourselves, those around us 
and God without stopping 
for a moment to spend time 
with God and give ourselves 
over to Him.

I guarantee that no saint, 
canonised or uncanonised, 
was ever made by their own 
effort to get to holiness. Holi-
ness is attained by resigna-
tion to the will of God. It is 
attained by regular commit-
ment to a practice of relation-
ship with the divine. 

It must be found where 
God is. It cannot be found as 
a prerequisite to visiting with 
Christ. If we are trying to be 
holy so as to be worthy of God 
then we shall never realise 
that we will never be worthy 
and that God doesn’t care. 

Holiness is union with 
God. That union is achieved 
through the Eucharist. It 
could be the Eucharist of 
sacrifice, charity, scripture, 
and community, but it will 
be Eucharist. It will have as 
its source the life, death, and 
resurrection of Christ that can 
be found under the accidents 
of bread and wine in every 
Catholic Church in the world.

Every good thing we do 
must have Christ as its source. 
Otherwise it is only adding to 
the noise of the world and 
can do nothing for our souls. 

For as Jeremiah told us: 
“Cursed is the one who 
trusts in human beings, 
who seeks his strength in 
flesh…blessed is the one 
who trusts in the Lord, 
whose hope is the Lord.”

We can do everything 
right, support all the right 
causes, say all of the right 
prayers, and change the 
world with a new non-
profit, but if it is done for 
ourselves it will only help 
us to fall more deeply in 
love with our own ego.

Our society demands 
productivity and our faith 
can easily conform to that 
same mould. God, however, 
does not keep a time card 
or expect results. He just 
wants us to give ourselves 
to him. He wants us to love 
him as he loves us. 

❛❛Holiness 
is attained by 
resignation to the 
will of God. It is 
attained by regular 
commitment 
to a practice of 
relationship with 
the divine”

Any moment spent 
entering into a relationship 
with Christ, listening to his 
word and conforming our 
hearts to his, can never be a 
waste of time. That is where 
we must start. 

For me, Eucharistic ado-
ration is the place I find this 
relationship most present. 
It will be different for eve-
ryone.

I was reminded of the 
need to return to Christ by 
a piece of gold-coloured 
ring-shaped metal. This 
insignificant coincidence 
was the miracle I needed 
to draw me to Christ in the 
Eucharist. It was my little 
reminder to never waste 
another moment chasing 
productivity and achieve-
ment when that time could 
be spent resting in the love.

And yes, the irony is not 
lost on me that the item of 
note here was a small plain 
golden ring. Tolkien enthu-
siasts can rest assured that 
I have lost the ring and do 
not find the item itself in 
any way ‘precious’ to me.

Wait for the Lord, take 
courage; be stout-hearted, 
wait for the Lord.

Ben Swanson is a writer 
who studies philosophy 
and theology at the 
University of Notre Dame. 
He worked at the Dublin-
based Notre Dame Centre 
for Faith and Reason from 
2017-2018 and blogs at 
https://actnaturalblog.
weebly.com
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in it, and it wasn’t actually 
gold. My best guess is that 
it belonged to a Christmas 
ornament or decoration 
of some kind. Whatever it 
was, it was not designed to 
be worn.

And yet, I decided to 
wear it. 

I wore it for about two 
weeks and most people 
either didn’t notice or didn’t 
feel the need to comment. 
My friends noticed imme-
diately and gave me varied 
feedback mostly in the form 
of either approval or confu-
sion. 

After I had been wearing 
it for a while the comments 
mostly shifted to: “Why are 
you still wearing that?” My 
answer was always shifty 
and didn’t really explain at 
all why I was wearing the 
ring. “I like it!” was about 
as specific as I got. For all 
anyone knew, my choice to 
wear a little gold-coloured, 
ring-shaped, piece of metal 
was entirely based on fash-
ion.

I have since lost the ring 
but I still want to explain it 
and what it meant to me 
during that very short time.

Adoration
The night I picked it up off 
the stairs and decided to 
put it on my finger, I was 
on my way to Eucharistic 
adoration at the Adora-
tion Convent of Christ the 
King (Pink Sisters) at Lin-
coln, Nebraska. I had been 
recently directed to start 
going to adoration more 
often and was informed 
that the Pink Sisters were 
open late. 

When I walked into the 
chapel with the ring on 
my finger I was greeted by 
a striking sight. The mon-
strance that had held the 
body of Christ each time 
I had gone in the past few 
weeks was gone. In its place 
was a different monstrance 
that prominently featured a 
thin golden ring like a halo 
around Our Lord. It bore a 
noticeable resemblance to 
the ring I had just placed 
around my little finger.

My first reaction was to 

Remembering 
why we’re here

Our society demands 
productivity, but we 
can’t let our Faith 
conform to this, writes 
Ben Swanson

brush it off as a coincidence. 
It was far too insignificant to 
be the direct influence of God 
and way too easy to explain. 
Of course, if you pick up a 
golden ring and then go to a 
place where there is a mon-
strance you will find some-
thing that resembles that 
golden ring. Almost all mon-
strances are circular and gold.

So, it was a coincidence, 
but what graces God bestows 
by way of these insignificant 
coincidences! The decision 
to see in this moment a call 
by God to renew my devotion 
to the Blessed Sacrament was 
my decision as an expression 
of my God-given free will. But 
I got to that moment by fol-
lowing the tug upon my heart 
that begged me to return to 
him. 

A golden ring means noth-
ing if you are not willing to 
see the symbol in it and the 
graces that God wills you 
to enjoy through it. This 
moment was a confirmation 
in me of what I knew to be 
true. I needed to return to the 
Eucharist, especially in adora-

tion.
Adoration has always been 

a special devotion of mine. It 
was before the Blessed Sac-
rament that I had my first 
and greatest ‘come to Jesus’ 
moment the summer after 
high school. 

❛❛There is nothing 
I can do that is 
divorced from the 
call to be with Christ 
and to be Christ to 
others”

It was before the Blessed 
Sacrament that I first felt truly 
loved and forgiven by Jesus. 
It was a daily adoration slot 
that saved my faith during my 
sophomore year of college. 

It was Thursday evening 
adoration that allowed me to 
grow in my faith at the very 
moment I most wanted to 
give up in London, and that 
kept me from imploding from 
loneliness and homesickness 
in Tanzania. 

Tuesday night adoration 

with Youth 2000 in Dublin 
was my spiritual rest in an 
otherwise spiritually exhaust-
ing schedule.

I have been called back 
time and time again to adore 
my Lord in the Holy Eucharist. 
Finding a little golden ring 
may have been insignificant, 
but the message was clear: 
Come back to me. In that 
moment, it was a miracle.

Thus says the Lord:
Cursed is the one who trusts 

in human beings,
who seeks his strength in 

flesh,
whose heart turns away from 

the Lord.
He is like a barren bush in 

the desert that enjoys no 
change of season,

but stands in a lava waste, a 
salt and empty earth.

Blessed is the one who trusts 
in the Lord,

whose hope is in the Lord.
He is like a tree planted beside 

the waters that stretches 
out its roots to the stream:

it fears not the heat when it 
comes;

its leaves stay green;
in the year of drought it shows 

no distress,
but still bears fruit.

– Jeremiah 7:5-8

I didn’t begin to realise the 
full significance of this little 
golden ring until I left the 
chapel. That night as I was 
going to bed I went to take off 
the ring and decided not to. I 
decided I was going to wear it 
at all times. 

As I lay there in bed I went 
to reach for my phone as I 
always do and felt the ring 
on my finger. I remembered 
Christ exposed in that mon-
strance and I reached for my 
rosary instead. I fell asleep 
praying.

Aware
In the next days I was con-
stantly aware of the extra bit 
of metal on my hand. At work, 
at home, or with friends I 
was forced to think about the 
significance of that piece of 
metal. 

The Eucharist was not con-

fined to a chapel but is Christ 
who is everywhere. He was 
with me wherever I go. Even 
more, I was not simply carry-
ing the ring with me but was 
wearing it. I was inside of it 
and it was around me. I was 
regularly made aware of our 
Eucharistic existence each 
time that little golden ring 
caught on something or got in 
the way. Each time I fidgeted 
with it I was called back to 
that little chapel and the mir-
acle that was there. No part of 
my life is separate from Christ 
or can be. 

There is nothing I can do 
that is divorced from the call 
to be with Christ and to be 
Christ to others.

This integration of the 
Eucharist into my daily life 
caused me to realise that I 
usually have things back-
wards. I wonder and worry 
about what my life is sup-
posed to be. What job should 
I have? Will I get married 
and have a family? How am 

I called to make a difference 
in the world? These questions 
regularly plague me and fill 
me with doubt. 

I have no clear answers 
and so often assume this 
means that my future will be 
just as murky and aimless. To 
combat this, I obsess over the 
future and fabricate grand 
plans that satiate my desire to 
matter, or I exhaust myself in 
stress trying to be productive 
with my ‘leisure’ time. 

I feel anxious if too much 
of my down time is ‘wasted’ 
instead of spent doing some-
thing I consider useful. Useful 
could include writing music 
or reading an important piece 
of literature (right now it’s 
The Brothers Karamazov) or 
writing. I had to force myself 
to go to adoration before writ-
ing this article, and it wasn’t 
easy to convince myself to do 
it. Writing is productive and 
sometimes gets me compli-
ments and recognition. 

Eucharistic adoration is 

❛❛ It was Thursday evening adoration that allowed 
me to grow in my faith at the very moment I most 
wanted to give up in London, and that kept me 
from imploding from loneliness and homesickness 
in Tanzania”
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Hannah Harn 
learns about the 
history of the 
Jews of Iraq

As of 2016, Ireland was 
home to fewer than 
3,000 Jews. “In the 
region of Munster, 

we have about 95 people on a day 
to day basis and we’ll meet up 
occasionally,” said Aida Phelops of 
West Cork. 

Ms Phelops is a speaker on the 
history of the persecution of the 
Jews of Iraq. She is an Iraqi Jew, 
born in Baghdad, and has been 
giving talks on the history of her 
people since 2014.

“Growing up I didn’t really 
visit it,” she said of her history. 
“Logically, I knew this is my history, 
but emotionally I couldn’t go there. 
It’s literally only in the last five or 
six or seven years that I have really 
been entrenched in it.”

The Iraqi Jews are one of 
the world’s oldest and most 
historically significant Jewish 
communities. At present, they 
have strong communities in Israel 
that maintain their religious 
and cultural traditions. Smaller 
communities uphold Iraqi Jewish 
traditions after their 1940s and 
‘50s diaspora in Britain, Australia, 
Singapore, Canada, the United 
States, and some countries in 
Europe.

Mob attack
 In 1941, the Farhud pogrom, a 
mob attack against the Jewish 
communities in Iraq during the 
Jewish festival of Shavuot, killed 
more than 180 Jewish citizens of 
Iraq and wounded 240 more. 

Later, in the 1950s, the Iraqi 
government decided to allow Iraqi 
Jews to leave the country if they 
surrendered their citizenship. 
During Operation Ezra and 
Nehemiah, hundreds of thousands 
of Jews were airlifted out of Iraq to 
immigrant camps outside Tel Aviv, 
with only 7,000 deciding to stay 
behind in Baghdad.

 In 1958, the overthrow of the 
monarchy and the declaration of 
Iraq as a republic brought an end 
to British influence and control 
in the country. Things seemed to 
calm down, with around 4,000 
Jews living in Baghdad in peace. 
However, in 1963, Saddam Hussein 
staged a Ba’athist coup. Jewish 
citizens had their passports taken, 
and in 1967 Iraq joined the Six 
Day War against Israel. Their loss 
increased repercussions against the 
Iraqi Jewish community.

Thirteen men were hanged 
in 1969, accused of being spies 

for Israel. In 1970, a route out of 
the country reopened, and more 
Jewish families began leaving 
for Israel and other countries to 
escape persecution. With the US 
invasion of Iraq in 2003, the Jewish 
Agency for Israel launched efforts 
to present the remaining Iraqi Jews 
with the opportunity to go to Israel. 
Today, only around 500 Iraqi Jews 
remain in Baghdad and Basra.

Ms Phelops, who left Baghdad 
with her family at just two years 
old, has lived in the UK as well as 
Israel and has now been living in 
West Cork for over 11 years. In the 
last couple of years, she became an 
Irish Citizen and sees herself as an 
Irish Iraqi Jew. 

“Growing up in the UK as an 
Iraqi Jew was very frustrating,” Ms 
Phelops said. “People would know 
I was Jewish and then, when they 
would hear where I was born, the 
question I always got was, ‘well, 
how can you be an Arab and a 
Jew?’”

“I wasn’t Aida anymore,” she 
explained. “I became a political 
subject. It became so annoying that 
I used to lie.” 

However, nearly 80 years after 
the Farhud pogrom, she still feels 
justice has eluded her people. “The 
older I’ve gotten the more I’ve 

Lost history: 
understanding 
the unseen story 
of Iraqi Jews

An Iraqi boy plays in front of a closed synagogue in Baghdad. 

wanted justice, not just for the Iraqi 
Jews but for all the Arab Jews.”

Throughout history, the story of 
the Iraqi and Arab Jews has gone 
mainly untold, and while parts 
of the timeline align with the 
Holocaust, Ms Phelops feels there is 
rarely a balanced representation of 
the persecution of the Jews in Arab 
states and their unique, long-term 

struggles. 
“Just because it happened that 

long ago doesn’t mean it doesn’t 
need to be addressed. It does need 
to be addressed,” said Ms Phelops. 
“They need to honour both 
histories, equally and separately.”

One of the biggest divides 
between the two histories is the 
inability of Iraqi and Arab Jews 

to return to their birthplaces. 
Around 856,000 Arab Jews had 
to leave their homes, escaping to 
Israel, Canada, the UK, France and 
the Netherlands. Many had their 
citizenship and their passports 
revoked. Others were given new 
citizenships when moving to other 
countries.

Trauma
“They were absorbed into those 
countries and had to recreate 
their lives,” she explained. “And 
when you’re actually the surviving 
generation, you have no room to 
visit the pain and trauma you’ve 
been through. You’ve got to get on 
with it, which is why it takes the 
next generation or even the next 
generation like myself...to tell the 
story.

“Survivors and descendants of 
Holocaust survivors are all able to 
go back to their birthplace, to their 
ancestral birthplace. Arab Jews are 
not. And it was a history that has 
been silenced and nobody knew 
about, and only lately has it been 
spoken about.”

On Sunday, March 10, 2019, the 
Supreme Court of Israel found that 
Iraqi victims of the two-day 1941 
Farhud pogrom would no longer be 
eligible for the same compensation 
or recognition as Nazi survivors. 

Aida Phelops.

❛❛The 
survivors and 
descendants 
of Holocaust 
survivors are 
all able to go 
back to their 
birthplace, to 
their ancestral 
birthplace. 
Arab Jews  
are not”
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It was only in May of 2016 that 
Israel’s Arab Jews were originally 
granted recognition as Holocaust 
survivors. 

However, some members of 
the Iraqi Jewish community have 
their sights set on returning to 
their birthplace. In 2018, Vice 
President of the European Jewish 
Congress Edwin Shuker and others 
said they would be petitioning the 
Federal Supreme Court in Baghdad 
to request the reinstatement of 
thousands of Iraqi Jews’ citizenship. 
2018 also marked the 70th 
anniversary of the start of the 
transplanting of the Iraqi Jews to 
Israel and beyond. 

❛❛ I suppose personally 
if I were to go back [to 
Iraq] it would be to see 
how I would feel...I do 
feel I have a hole that is 
my birthplace...”

“Not only has he gone back [to 
Baghdad], but he’s also actually 
bought property there,” said Ms 
Phelops. “In his head, he believes 
that one day he can actually go 
back there.

“I suppose, for me, I’m scared,” 

she continued. “I think Shuker is 
fascinating and he goes back all the 
time. When I heard him speak I just 
sat there, and I wanted to say, ‘Take 
me with you. Keep me safe and 
bring me back safely.’”

“I am not brave, but if I was told 
I had a limited amount of time 
to live, I’d do it,” said Ms Phelops 
when asked if she herself has 
thought about returning. “Because 
if I’ve got a limited amount of time 
to live, I’m going to die anyhow so 
I would.”

❊ ❊ ❊ ❊ ❊ ❊ ❊

The separation Ms Phelops has 
felt from her birthplace has made 
it difficult for her to truly feel at 
home, regardless of where she has 
lived. “I suppose personally if I 
were to go back [to Iraq] it would 
be to see how I would feel,” she 
said. “I do feel I have a hole that is 
my birthplace, and it’s hard.”

“I can’t connect [to my countries 
of residence],” Ms Phelops 
explained. “At the end of the day, 
what am I? I’ve never seen myself 
as British even though I grew up 
there. I used to put ‘British’ because 
it was on my passport. Am I Irish? 
I feel more Irish than I did British. 
And Israeli? I felt more Israeli than I 
did any of them.

“Israel was the best country 

I could live in. On some level, 
organically, it was as near to my 
country of birth as I could ever be. 
But it is hard not being able to go 
back,” she said. “Arab Jews can’t go 
back. Iraqi Jews can’t go back. And 
it’s dangerous. It’s a different kind 
of danger than it used to be.”

According to Ms Phelops, Arab 
states are still dangerous for Jewish 
people, but in a new way. 

“Back when I was growing up, 
Iraq was literally targeting the 
Jews, whereas now it’s targeting 
everybody,” she said. “It’s still not 
safe but at least you’re not standing 
out as a Jew.”

Fantasy
Because of this, Ms Phelops 
generally feels that the Iraq people 
dream of returning does not truly 
exist anymore. “If they return there 
with the fantasy of returning to the 
Iraq that they left, I think that is 
a fantasy and they’re not going to 
gain that,” she said. “I don’t know 
what they’re looking for, apart from 
some kind of closure. I don’t know 
what they’re looking for.

“I can’t speak for those people 
who want to go back and what 
they’re expecting from it,” she 
said. “I have no idea. I suppose 
each person’s agenda is different. 
Whether they can create an Iraq 
that includes the Jews again, I 
think that’s far away if it can ever 
happen, because the Iraq that’s 
there is such a mess. It would be a 
lovely idea if they could. But Iraqis 
do miss Iraq. Iraqi Jews miss it.”

Ms Phelops first began to 
explore this side of her personal 
history later in her life, after a 
friend had sent her books on the 
subject. “I had a friend in Dublin 
who was more obsessed with my 
history than I was, and he just kept 
sending me books,” she explained.

“One day I picked up one of 
the books and I read it and it was 
stuff I didn’t know about. I mean, 
my parents didn’t talk about it. 
Yes, we were Iraqis. Yes, we mixed 
with Iraqis, but it was never talked 
about. What happened back then 
was never talked about.”

Avoidance of this traumatic 
history was not just present at 
home with her parents. Ms Phelops 
has seen the same experience with 
many other Jewish people, and 
even her family in Israel seemed 
reluctant to discuss it. 

“We just had to get on with it, 
and so did the Holocaust survivors,” 
she said. “In Israel, the Holocaust 
survivors that landed in Israel 
were told, ‘Right, get on with it. 
We don’t want to draw attention 
to ourselves, we’re Jews, we have 
to survive, we’re not going to be 
crying.’ And that is kind of a Jewish 
ethos that I find quite tough, 
actually. That’s the way it was.”

The first time she ever gave 
a talk on the subject, she found 
that even a friend from the UK, 
who spoke on the Holocaust, was 
unfamiliar with the history of Iraqi 
Jews. When she was asked to fill 
in for him at a talk, she agreed 
on the condition that she would 
be allowed to include the history 
of her own people alongside the 
history of the Holocaust.

“I said I would do it if they don’t 
mind me giving the history of the 

persecution of the Iraqi Jews, as 
well,” she said. “To which his reply 
was, ‘What Iraqi Jews?’ He’d never 
heard of the Iraqi Jews, let alone 
the persecution. And when I went 
to give that talk, he had tears.

“I’m just one person going 
around Ireland telling this story,” 
she said. Ms Phelops hopes to see 
more representation in education 
on the history of the Arab and Iraqi 
Jews. “It needs to be heard more 
on a government level. The powers 
that be here need to be educated 
...on the true history of what 
happened to the Jews.”

Beyond education, however, Ms 
Phelops believes that those who 
engage and seek to learn more are 
the ones who will carry the history 
with them and prevent future 
dismissal of her people

“The people I meet at these 
events, they are going to be the 
people who know the story, they 
don’t need the education,” she said. 
“They know we existed. And that’s 
the other thing! We existed! I’ve 
had people dismiss that I existed, 
say ‘oh don’t be so ridiculous 
there’s no such thing’, and I’m 
standing in front of them.”

❛❛She believes that 
those who engage and 
seek to learn more are 
the ones who will carry 
the history with them and 
prevent future dismissal 
of her people”

One issue that has held back 
the story of the Iraqi Jews for so 
many decades has been, per Ms 
Phelops, a desire not to clash with 
Arab countries who had control 
over the oil industry. “Back in those 
days, the Arab world was globally 
powerful in regards to oil, so the 
world could not be seen to be 
upsetting the Arabs,” she explained. 
“Everything is political at the end 
of the day. Everything is kind of a 
political game.

Growing up, Ms Phelops 
remembered feeling frustration 
and confusion as to why nothing 
was ever done or said about it. “I 
forgot that I thought that,” she said. 
“In those days, it was important not 
to upset the Arab nations because 

they had the monopoly on the oil. 
Now, they’re still important but not 
as important as they used to be.”

But the shift in power has not 
helped to bring any increased 
recognition to the Iraqi Jews. Even 
in Israel, which today is home to 
around 450,000 Iraqi Jews, focuses 
its Jewish history education on 
European Jewish history.

“The history lessons are all 
about the Holocaust, the European 
Holocaust, not even what 
happened with the Nazi influence,” 
Ms Phelops said. “The Farhud was 
Nazi influenced. Only recently have 
they started to bring that into the 
school curriculum. Even in Israel, 
with over half the population 
consisting of descendants of those 
Arab Jews, the history still revolves 
around the Holocaust.”

❊ ❊ ❊ ❊ ❊ ❊ ❊

The divide reaches into cultural 
education as well. “All the songs 
and poems all come from the 
European Jewish culture,” she 
explained. “There was a wealth of 
songs and poems that came from 
the Arab Jewish culture that’s not 
really taught in Israeli schools.” 

For Ms Phelops, the biggest help 
non-Arab Jews can give to Iraqi 
Jews is to support them in telling 
their stories. “Non-Arab Jews can 
help by recognising our history,” 
she said. “Get people like myself to 
get that story out. More than that I 
don’t know if they can do. Get that 
story out and acknowledge us.

 “They could not forget us,” she 
continued. “They could not go 
and do a documentary about the 
Holocaust and introduce all these 
peoples going through atrocities 
and then forget a whole group 
of their own people who went 
through atrocities. Make it as 
important as the Holocaust. There’s 
no better or worse. They’re equally 
horrific in their own ways.”

Now, she feels that what is 
needed is not just recognition, 
but accountability. “This history 
should have been remembered 
from day one,” she said. “In the 
last few years, this history has 
been brought out to kind of make 
the world realise that there need 
to be reparations, but the Arab 
states need to be held accountable 
for what happened to their non-
combatant Jews. The fact that it 
was silenced was wrong.”

safe but at least you’re not standing 
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As of 2016, Ireland was 
home to fewer than 
3,000 Jews. “In the 
region of Munster, 

we have about 95 people on a day 
to day basis and we’ll meet up 
occasionally,” said Aida Phelops of 
West Cork. 

Ms Phelops is a speaker on the 
history of the persecution of the 
Jews of Iraq. She is an Iraqi Jew, 
born in Baghdad, and has been 
giving talks on the history of her 
people since 2014.

“Growing up I didn’t really 
visit it,” she said of her history. 
“Logically, I knew this is my history, 
but emotionally I couldn’t go there. 
It’s literally only in the last five or 
six or seven years that I have really 
been entrenched in it.”

The Iraqi Jews are one of 
the world’s oldest and most 
historically significant Jewish 
communities. At present, they 
have strong communities in Israel 
that maintain their religious 
and cultural traditions. Smaller 
communities uphold Iraqi Jewish 
traditions after their 1940s and 
‘50s diaspora in Britain, Australia, 
Singapore, Canada, the United 
States, and some countries in 
Europe.

Mob attack
 In 1941, the Farhud pogrom, a 
mob attack against the Jewish 
communities in Iraq during the 
Jewish festival of Shavuot, killed 
more than 180 Jewish citizens of 
Iraq and wounded 240 more. 

Later, in the 1950s, the Iraqi 
government decided to allow Iraqi 
Jews to leave the country if they 
surrendered their citizenship. 
During Operation Ezra and 
Nehemiah, hundreds of thousands 
of Jews were airlifted out of Iraq to 
immigrant camps outside Tel Aviv, 
with only 7,000 deciding to stay 
behind in Baghdad.

 In 1958, the overthrow of the 
monarchy and the declaration of 
Iraq as a republic brought an end 
to British influence and control 
in the country. Things seemed to 
calm down, with around 4,000 
Jews living in Baghdad in peace. 
However, in 1963, Saddam Hussein 
staged a Ba’athist coup. Jewish 
citizens had their passports taken, 
and in 1967 Iraq joined the Six 
Day War against Israel. Their loss 
increased repercussions against the 
Iraqi Jewish community.

Thirteen men were hanged 
in 1969, accused of being spies 

for Israel. In 1970, a route out of 
the country reopened, and more 
Jewish families began leaving 
for Israel and other countries to 
escape persecution. With the US 
invasion of Iraq in 2003, the Jewish 
Agency for Israel launched efforts 
to present the remaining Iraqi Jews 
with the opportunity to go to Israel. 
Today, only around 500 Iraqi Jews 
remain in Baghdad and Basra.

Ms Phelops, who left Baghdad 
with her family at just two years 
old, has lived in the UK as well as 
Israel and has now been living in 
West Cork for over 11 years. In the 
last couple of years, she became an 
Irish Citizen and sees herself as an 
Irish Iraqi Jew. 

“Growing up in the UK as an 
Iraqi Jew was very frustrating,” Ms 
Phelops said. “People would know 
I was Jewish and then, when they 
would hear where I was born, the 
question I always got was, ‘well, 
how can you be an Arab and a 
Jew?’”

“I wasn’t Aida anymore,” she 
explained. “I became a political 
subject. It became so annoying that 
I used to lie.” 

However, nearly 80 years after 
the Farhud pogrom, she still feels 
justice has eluded her people. “The 
older I’ve gotten the more I’ve 

Lost history: 
understanding 
the unseen story 
of Iraqi Jews

An Iraqi boy plays in front of a closed synagogue in Baghdad. 

wanted justice, not just for the Iraqi 
Jews but for all the Arab Jews.”

Throughout history, the story of 
the Iraqi and Arab Jews has gone 
mainly untold, and while parts 
of the timeline align with the 
Holocaust, Ms Phelops feels there is 
rarely a balanced representation of 
the persecution of the Jews in Arab 
states and their unique, long-term 

struggles. 
“Just because it happened that 

long ago doesn’t mean it doesn’t 
need to be addressed. It does need 
to be addressed,” said Ms Phelops. 
“They need to honour both 
histories, equally and separately.”

One of the biggest divides 
between the two histories is the 
inability of Iraqi and Arab Jews 

to return to their birthplaces. 
Around 856,000 Arab Jews had 
to leave their homes, escaping to 
Israel, Canada, the UK, France and 
the Netherlands. Many had their 
citizenship and their passports 
revoked. Others were given new 
citizenships when moving to other 
countries.

Trauma
“They were absorbed into those 
countries and had to recreate 
their lives,” she explained. “And 
when you’re actually the surviving 
generation, you have no room to 
visit the pain and trauma you’ve 
been through. You’ve got to get on 
with it, which is why it takes the 
next generation or even the next 
generation like myself...to tell the 
story.

“Survivors and descendants of 
Holocaust survivors are all able to 
go back to their birthplace, to their 
ancestral birthplace. Arab Jews are 
not. And it was a history that has 
been silenced and nobody knew 
about, and only lately has it been 
spoken about.”

On Sunday, March 10, 2019, the 
Supreme Court of Israel found that 
Iraqi victims of the two-day 1941 
Farhud pogrom would no longer be 
eligible for the same compensation 
or recognition as Nazi survivors. 

Aida Phelops.

❛❛The 
survivors and 
descendants 
of Holocaust 
survivors are 
all able to go 
back to their 
birthplace, to 
their ancestral 
birthplace. 
Arab Jews  
are not”
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Pilgrims 
� nding 
the 
Lord in 
Lourdes 
Colm Fitzpatrick 
This month, hundreds of 
people from the Diocese 
of Waterford and Lismore 
travelled as part of the 
annual diocesan pilgrimage 
to Lourdes. Now in its 61st 
year, 485 people m ade 
the journey, with 94 sick 
pilgrims as part of the group. 

Noting that all in 
attendance enjoyed the trip, 
Bishop Phonsie Cullinan 
told The Irish Catholic: “It 
was wonderful, grace-filled, 
I think everyone benefitted 
spiritually from it and every 
year [they are] struck by the 
pace that abounds in the 
grotto. Our Lady through her 
Motherly help is helping us, 
caring for us,” adding that 
pilgrims come away with a 
“renewed faith”. 

Among many events on 
the itinerary, parishioners 
celebrated Mass in 
Bernadette’s Chapel, visited 
the baths for the sick, and 
took part in a torchlight 
procession.

“I’m a pilgrim too so I 
come away with a renewed 
faith as well and also of 
course, to see, meet other 
pilgrims with their particular 
stories and the sick with 
the burdens that they carry, 
it always reminds one of 
one’s blessings,” Bishop 
Cullinan said, adding that 
there are “wonderful things” 
happening in France at the 
moment. 

Pictured in Lourdes with the Waterford and Lismore Diocesan Pilgrimage 2019 
were Youth Group members that included Emma Stubbs, Ellen O’Driscoll, 
Jenny Drohan, Abbie Roche, Chloe Landers, Jessie Mulcahy and Jodi 
Kavanagh. Photos: John Power

Eileen Norris, Alex White, Evan O’Keefe and Yvonne Norris.

Marian Hobbins, Breda 
Cummins and Chloe Condon.

Geramiah Hegarty and Declan Fitzgerald.

Maria Halley and  Megan Waring take a well-
earned break.
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Tom Whittle, John Fennell, Don Nix and Lee Kay.

Orlaith Deegan, Sarah Coughlan, Claire Power, Dearbhla Kearns and Amy 
Meagher.

Kate Batan, Peg Curran and Jodi Kavanagh.

Members of The Pilgrimage Youth Group.
Sr Germaine Durney; left, Abbie Roche and 
Anna Steward.

Pilgrimage President Nellie Power and Lorette Morgan cutting a cake to mark 50 years of 
unbroken service to the pilgrimage. Included are Marie Dineen, Fr Conor Kelly and Deirdre 
Chapman.
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Out&About
Mass of Thanksgiving in Derry

DERRY: A Mass of Thanksgiving takes place in the diocese to celebrate the fi rst set of graduates in the Masters in Catholic School Leadership, presided over by Bishop Donal McKeown. 

LIMERICK: First Communion pupils from Doon CBS at the Solemn Novena to Our 
Lady of Perpetual Succour at Mount Saint Alphonsus Church, pictured with their 
teacher, Michelle Walsh, Fr Gerry Moloney CSsR, a past pupil of Doon CBS and school 
principal, Joanne O’Connell.

CAVAN: Pictured outside the Cathedral of Ss Patrick and Felim following a special Farewell Mass 
of Thanksgiving to mark the Golden Jubilee of Bishop Leo O’Reilly’ ordination to the priesthood 
and his recent retirement as Bishop of Kilmore are: Deacon Andy Brady, Cardinal Seán Brady, 
Bishop Leo O’Reilly, Msgr Liam Kelly (Diocesan Administrator) and Bishop Francis Duff y of 
Ardagh and Clonmacnoise. Photo: Colm Connaughton

CLARE: Mary 
Fitzgerald, Bridget 
Slattery and Nóirín 
Uí Cheallaigh 
each receive a 
Benemerenti medal 
in Kilmaley church, 
with Bishop Fintan 
Monahan, Fr Pat 
Larkin, Canon 
Michael McLoughlin 
and Fr Martin 
Shanahan. 

KERRY: Fr 
Sean Jones CC 
celebrates Mass in 
St John’s Church, 
Tralee, with Rev 
Denis Kelliher, 
Deacon at the Féile 
na mBláth festival 
in Tralee Town Park. 
Photo: John Cleary

▲

▲
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Events deadline is a week in 
advance of publication

ARMAGH
A Centre Prayer Meeting is held at 

Mount Oliver (near Ballymas-
canlon Dundalk) every Wednes-
day evening at 7.30pm.

CLARE
Youth 2000 prayer meeting 

every Friday at 7pm in the Poor 
Clare’s Oratory, Ennis. Join 
other young adults for prayer 
and reflection followed by tea 
and chats in the Friary.

Cloughleigh Oratory will continue 
to pray the Novena Prayer to St 
Anthony every Tuesday morn-
ing at the 9.30am Mass.

Celtic spirituality workshop from 
July 10-13 in Ibricken Lodge, 
Spanish Point, from 8am-6pm. 

Outdoor Novena of Prayer at 
Drumellihy Shrine, Cooraclare 
Parish on August 15 from 
6-7am. 

CORK
Medjugorje prayer meeting in the 

presence of the Blessed Sacra-
ment every Wednesday night at 
8pm in Holy Trinity Church, Fr 
Matthew Quay. Prayers for heal-
ing are on the first Wednesday 
of every month. 

Rosary conscious group prayer 
meeting on Fridays from 7.30-
8.30pm in the Portiuncula Chap-
el, St Francis Church, Liberty 
Street. Entrance to the rosary 
through the Mass office door. 

DERRY
Dungiven Parish: Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament, Monday to 
Friday, 8-12pm and 3-9pm.

The Annual Service of Interces-
sion for the Dead will take place 
in the City Cemetery Derry on 
Sunday, June 30, 2019 at 6pm.

DUBLIN
Our Lady of Knock prayer meet-

ings take place on the last 
Thursday of every month in 
St Gabriel’s Nursing Home. 
Glenayle Road, Raheny, Dublin 
5, from 8-9pm.

Eucharistic Procession in Drum-
condra village on Sunday, June 
30, at 7.30pm. 

FERMANAGH
A Mass to St Peregrine for all the 

sick is prayed each Tuesday 
evening in St Patrick’s Church, 
Derrygonnelly at 7pm: www.
churchservices.tv/derrygonnel-
ly. There is also a St Peregrine 
Novena Mass in Holy Cross 
Church, Lisnaskea on Tuesday 
nights at 7pm. www.churchser-
vices.tv/linaskea 

GALWAY
Adoration of the Blessed Sacra-

ment at St Croan’s Church, Bal-
lymoe, every Monday, 10-11am 
and Thursday, 8-10pm. 

KERRY
Weekly Monday prayer meet-

ings led by Ben Perkins, from 
8-9.30pm in the Ardfert Retreat 
Centre. 

Sacred Circle Dance to mark 
World Day of Circle Dance with 
Bernadette Purcell PBVM, on 
Saturday, July 6 from 10.30am-
4.00pm in Ardfert Retreat 
Centre. Also, stress reduc-
tion weekend with Clodagh 
McCarthy from Friday, July 
12 to Sunday, July 14. Phone: 
0667134276

KILDARE
Praying, reading and sharing the 

following Sunday’s Gospel in 
Resurrexit, Kilmeague, every 
Wednesday from 8-9.30pm. 
See www.resurrexit.ie for de-
tails, or ring 087-6825407.

KILKENNY
Traditional Latin Mass every 

Sunday at 5pm in St Pat-
rick’s Church, College Road, 
Kilkenny (opposite St Kieran’s 
College).

LIMERICK
Eucharistic Adoration takes place 

each Friday in Raheen church 
following 10am Mass until 
10pm, Crecora on Thursdays, 
following morning Mass until 
12pm and from 6-10pm, and in 
Mungret Church on Wednes-
days, from 10-12pm.

LOUTH
Mass in reparation to the Im-

maculate Heart of Mary will 
take place at 10.30am every 
first Saturday of the month in 
St Malachy’s Church, Anne 
Street, Dundalk. Organised by 
the Legion of Mary, Presidium 
of Our Lady of the Listening 
Heart. Spiritual Director Fr 
Bede McGregor OP.

A Centre Prayer Meeting is held 
at Mount Oliver (near Bal-
lymascanlon, Dundalk) every 
Wednesday evening at 7.30pm. 
Contact 00353 863623361 
from the North of Ireland or 
0863623361 from the Republic 
of Ireland.

MEATH
Enfield Prayer Group meets every 

Monday evening at 7.30pm in 
the parish centre.

Adoration in St Patrick’s Church, 
Stamullen, after 10am Mass 
every Thursday until 5pm in 
St Mary’s Church, and in St 
Mary’s Church, Julianstown, 
on Wednesdays from 9am and 
after 10am Mass. 

Annual Eucharistic Procession will 
take place on Sunday, June 30, 
at 7.30pm in Drumconrath. The 
procession will be led by the 
Kingscourt Brass Band.

ROSCOMMON
Adoration of the Blessed Sacra-

ment at St Bride’s Church, 
Ballintubber, every Wednesday, 
7.30-8.30pm.

TIPPERARY
A three-hour vigil in honour of 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel will 
be held in Holycross Abbey, 
Thurles on Tuesday, July 16, 
from 7-10pm. Consisting of Eu-
charistic Hour and Marian Hour 
which will be conducted by Rev. 
Connie Doherty MSC. Enrol-
ment of the Brown Scapular, 
concluding with Mass. 

WATERFORD
Dungarvan Faith camp from July 

4-7, 10am-3pm. 

WICKLOW
The Glencree Parish Group hold 

a special Mass for healing in St 
Kevin’s Church, Glencree on 
the first Saturday of the month. 

St Patrick’s Prayer Group, Wicklow 
town, meet on Thursdays at 
7.30pm in the De La Salle 
Pastoral Care Centre.

Edited by Colm Fitzpatrick
colm@irishcatholic.ie

WESTMEATH: Bishop Denis Nulty and Dr Eddie Murphy stand with various Accord company members from around the 
country and staff from the Columba Centre, Maynooth, as part of the Accord Cruinniu Day in Athlone. 

DOWN: Kathleen McCoy is pictured with Ms Florence McMahon, organsist at the Cathedral of Ss Patrick and Colman, 
Newry, and members of the cathedral choir after receiving a Benemerenti medal from Fr Desmond ADM.

WESTMEATH: Committee 
members of the Pioneer Association 
stand with Meath’s Bishop Tom 
Deenihan, in the Cathedral of 
Christ The King, Mullingar. Peter 
McCrum (Diocesan Treasurer), Joe 
Monaghan (Deanery Chairman) 
Rita Clarke (Diocesan Chairwoman) 
Bridie Hannigan (Mullingar 
Secretary) Betty Mimnagh-Dunne 
(Mullingar Treasurer).

WEXFORD: Fr Tom Dalton of 
Riverchapel celebrates his Silver 
Jubilee of Ordination (25 years), 
with his parents Tommy and 
Frances. 

▲

▲
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World Report
‘Brilliant news’ that forced 
abortion is stopped
A panel of Court of Appeal 
judges has halted a court-
ordered abortion in the UK, 
overturning a decision made 
last Friday in a case involving 
a mentally disabled woman.

On Friday, Justice Nath-
alie Lieven ordered that a 
22-week-pregnant mentally 
disabled woman be forced to 
have an abortion, despite the 
objections of the woman and 
the assurances of her family 
that they would care for the 
child.

The woman has not been 
identified, but her family is 
from Nigeria and she is said 
to have the mental age of a 
six- to nine-year-old child. 
The family is Catholic. 

Her doctors have argued 
that having an abortion is in 
the woman’s “best interest”, 
since they say it would be less 
traumatic than giving birth 
and having the child placed 
in foster care.

The woman’s mother, who 
is a midwife, has offered to 
care for her grandchild and 
says the doctors have “under-
estimated her [daughter’s] 
ability and understanding”.

The three-judge appellate 
court panel overturned the 
ruling on Monday after the 

mother made a legal chal-
lenge, although their legal 
reasoning will not be made 
public until a later date.

Initial ruling
Two British bishops – Bishop 
John Keenan of Paisley in 
Scotland and Auxiliary Bishop 
John Sherrington of Westmin-
ster in England – issued state-
ments condemning the initial 
ruling by Lieven.

After the announcement 
of the successful appeal, the 

Diocese of Paisley posted a 
message on Facebook calling 
it “Brilliant news!”

Clare McCarthy of Right 
To Life UK said it was a “very 
welcome decision that will 
save the life of the unborn 
child and the mother from a 
forced late-term abortion and 
much undue distress”.

“However, the horrific 
original ruling should never 
have happened. Unfortu-
nately, we fear that this is 
not a one-off case. We are 

Archbishop calls for dialogue 
between US, Iran
● Amid rising tensions between the United States and 
Iran, Archbishop Timothy Broglio of the US Archdiocese for 
the Military Services called on President Donald Trump’s 
administration to seek “sustained dialogue...to de-escalate the 
current situation that is a danger to both the region and the 
world”.

The archbishop’s call for diplomacy rather than military 
action came in a letter to Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. His 
letter was made public on June 19.

The correspondence from the chairman of the US bishops’ 
Committee for International Justice and Peace outlines the 
Catholic Church’s long-held stance that has preferred dialogue 
and engagement as the best actions to resolve political 
stalemates.

Scottish bishops authorise 
independent diocesan audit 
● The Catholic bishops of Scotland have authorised an 
independent audit of every diocese in the country to ensure 
child protection procedures are as robust as possible.

Baroness (Helen) Liddell of Coatdyke, chairperson of the 
Independent Review Group of the Church, said the bishops 
had “shown a willingness to submit their dioceses to the utmost 
s crutiny”.

She said that the audits were “a major undertaking, unique 
in Scotland”, but added that they were necessary because self-
administered audits had given the review group “real cause for 
concern”.

IN BRIEF

Burundi’s Catholic bishops have 
expressed their concern at rising politi-
cal intolerance in the east African 
country. “We are worried about the pro-
gressive increase of political intolerance 
which, in different parts of the country, 
provokes clashes,” the bishops said in a 
statement at the end of their four-day 
plenary meeting in the capital, Gitega. 

Burundian authorities and ruling 
party youths “have carried out dozens 
of beatings, arbitrary arrests, disappear-

ances and killings against real and sus-
pected political opposition members”, 
Human Rights Watch noted earlier this 
month.

Tensions
Political tensions over many years have 
forced more than 374,000 Burundians to 
take refuge in neighbouring countries, 
including Tanzania, Uganda, the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo and Rwanda, 
the bishops said.

Many of the 192,000 Burundian refu-
gees in Tanzania are in camps that lack 
adequate security and humanitarian 
assistance, they said.

“We have learned with pain of the 
insecurity in some refugee camps in Tan-
zania,” the bishops said.

Burundi has been in crisis since 2015, 
when President Pierre Nkurunziza ran 
for a third term and was re-elected in 
elections boycotted by most of the oppo-
sition.

A Satanic Temple member who won the 
right to open a regional Alaska govern-
ment meeting declared “Hail Satan” 
during her first invocation, prompting 
about a dozen officials and attendees 
to walk out.

Last week’s invocation that started 
the meeting of the Kenai Peninsula 
Borough also spurred a protest outside 
the southern Alaska borough’s admin-
istration building that drew 40 peo-
ple, The Peninsula Clarion newspaper 
reported. Protesters held signs saying 
“reject Satan and his works” and “know 
Jesus and his love”.

During her invocation, Satanic Tem-

ple member Iris Fontana said, “that 
which will not bend, must break, and 
that which can be destroyed by truth 
should never be spared as demise. It is 
done, hail Satan”, Kenai radio station 
KSRM reported.

Plaintiff s
She was among the  plaintiffs in the 
lawsuit litigated by the ACLU of Alaska 
against the borough after it approved 
a 2016 policy saying that people who 
wanted to give the invocations at the 
government body’s meetings had to 
belong to official organisations with 
an established presence on the Kenai 

Peninsula, which lies 75 miles south 
of Anchorage. Other plaintiffs who had 
been denied permission to give the 
invocations included an atheist and a 
Jewish woman.

The Alaska Supreme Court last 
October ruled that the borough policy 
was unconstitutional and the borough 
government changed it in November 
to allow anyone to offer invocations 
regardless of religion.

Assembly members Norm Blakeley 
and Paul Fischer and borough Mayor 
Charlie Pierce were among those who 
left the assembly chambers along with 
some audience members.

Satanic Temple member sparks 
outrage among Christians 

Bishops warn of rising ‘political intolerance’ in Burundi 

Mexican bill to redefi ne 
marriage rejected
● The legislature in the state of Sinaloa in northern Mexico has 
rejected a bill which sought to redefi ne marriage.

The bill, which sought to amend articles 40 and 165 of the 
Sinaloa Family Code, was defeated by a vote of 20 to 18.

The rejection of the legislative proposal means that the 
Sinaloa Family Code continues to recognise in its Article 40 
that marriage consists of “one man and one woman, with equal 
rights, duties and obligations, with the possibility to generate 
human reproduction in a free, responsible and informed way”.

The failed bill had sought to replace “a man and a woman” 
with “persons”.

Prominent priest resigns 
following plagiarism reports 
● Fr Thomas Rosica, CSB [pictured] has resigned as CEO of 
the Salt and Light Media Foundation, four months after reports 
emerged that the priest had plagiarised sections of texts in 
lectures, op-eds, scholarly articles and 
other writings. “After 16 years as the 
founding Chief Executive Offi cer, 
I have submitted my resignation 
to the Board of Directors of the 
Salt and Light Catholic Media 
Foundation effective today,” Fr 
Rosica said in a statement last 
week. The priest, who led the 
Salt and Light network since it 
launched in 2003, was placed 
on leave from the non-profi t in 
March. Fr Rosica also apologised 
for his acts of plagiarism.

● All health facilities run 
by the Church in Eritrea 
have been seized by the 
government, the country’s 
bishops said. Government 
security offi cers are said 
to have removed the staff 
from the health centres and 
closed them.

Patients were ordered 
to go home and soldiers 

were deployed to guard the 
centres, the bishops said 
in a letter to the ministry of 
health. The Church runs 
more than 20 clinics in 
Eritrea, and many are on 
the property of monasteries. 
The Church’s main concern 
is the people in need of the 
services that the government 
action has halted, it said.

People in need after Church 
health facilities seized 

Burundi’s Catholic bishops have 
expressed their concern at rising politi-
cal intolerance in the east African 
country. “We are worried about the pro-
gressive increase of political intolerance 
which, in different parts of the country, 
provokes clashes,” the bishops said in a 
statement at the end of their four-day 
plenary meeting in the capital, Gitega. 

party youths “have carried out dozens 
of beatings, arbitrary arrests, disappear-

Bishops warn of rising ‘political intolerance’ in Burundi 
other writings. “After 16 years as the 
founding Chief Executive Offi cer, 

March. Fr Rosica also apologised 

calling on the Department 
of Health to urgently reveal 
how many women have been 
forced to have an abortion in 
the UK over the last 10 years 
and make it clear how they 
will ensure it will not hap-
pen again,” McCarthy said in 
a statement.

Lord David Alton said 
the Appeal Court decision 
“restores my faith in our judi-
cial system”.

“The implications of their 
decision should now be care-
fully considered by the Court 
of Protection,” he said, refer-
ring to the UK court that deals 
with people judged not to 
have the mental capacity to 
handle their own affairs.

“By supplanting the rights 
of the family, and the rights 
of a vulnerable pregnant 
woman, the Court of Protec-
tion went way beyond the 
rights of a British Court. In 
trampling on the founda-
tional, paramount human 
right – the very right to life 
itself – the Court exceeded 
its authority and the Appeal 
Court is to be warmly con-
gratulated for overturning it,” 
Alton said in a statement.

Bishop John Keenan.
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Sinaloa Family Code, was defeated by a vote of 20 to 18.

The rejection of the legislative proposal means that the 
Sinaloa Family Code continues to recognise in its Article 40 
that marriage consists of “one man and one woman, with equal 
rights, duties and obligations, with the possibility to generate 
human reproduction in a free, responsible and informed way”.

The failed bill had sought to replace “a man and a woman” 
with “persons”.

Prominent priest resigns 
following plagiarism reports 
● Fr Thomas Rosica, CSB [pictured] has resigned as CEO of 
the Salt and Light Media Foundation, four months after reports 
emerged that the priest had plagiarised sections of texts in 
lectures, op-eds, scholarly articles and 
other writings. “After 16 years as the 
founding Chief Executive Offi cer, 
I have submitted my resignation 
to the Board of Directors of the 
Salt and Light Catholic Media 
Foundation effective today,” Fr 
Rosica said in a statement last 
week. The priest, who led the 
Salt and Light network since it 
launched in 2003, was placed 
on leave from the non-profi t in 
March. Fr Rosica also apologised 
for his acts of plagiarism.

● All health facilities run 
by the Church in Eritrea 
have been seized by the 
government, the country’s 
bishops said. Government 
security offi cers are said 
to have removed the staff 
from the health centres and 
closed them.

Patients were ordered 
to go home and soldiers 

were deployed to guard the 
centres, the bishops said 
in a letter to the ministry of 
health. The Church runs 
more than 20 clinics in 
Eritrea, and many are on 
the property of monasteries. 
The Church’s main concern 
is the people in need of the 
services that the government 
action has halted, it said.

People in need after Church 
health facilities seized 

Burundi’s Catholic bishops have 
expressed their concern at rising politi-
cal intolerance in the east African 
country. “We are worried about the pro-
gressive increase of political intolerance 
which, in different parts of the country, 
provokes clashes,” the bishops said in a 
statement at the end of their four-day 
plenary meeting in the capital, Gitega. 

party youths “have carried out dozens 
of beatings, arbitrary arrests, disappear-

Bishops warn of rising ‘political intolerance’ in Burundi 
other writings. “After 16 years as the 
founding Chief Executive Offi cer, 

March. Fr Rosica also apologised 

calling on the Department 
of Health to urgently reveal 
how many women have been 
forced to have an abortion in 
the UK over the last 10 years 
and make it clear how they 
will ensure it will not hap-
pen again,” McCarthy said in 
a statement.

Lord David Alton said 
the Appeal Court decision 
“restores my faith in our judi-
cial system”.

“The implications of their 
decision should now be care-
fully considered by the Court 
of Protection,” he said, refer-
ring to the UK court that deals 
with people judged not to 
have the mental capacity to 
handle their own affairs.

“By supplanting the rights 
of the family, and the rights 
of a vulnerable pregnant 
woman, the Court of Protec-
tion went way beyond the 
rights of a British Court. In 
trampling on the founda-
tional, paramount human 
right – the very right to life 
itself – the Court exceeded 
its authority and the Appeal 
Court is to be warmly con-
gratulated for overturning it,” 
Alton said in a statement.

Bishop John Keenan.
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Christians must respond to 
migration crisis humanely – Pope
● The Vatican recognises how diffi cult it is for nations to 
manage the fl ow of migrants and refugees, but one thing is 
certain: “We must respond in a humane manner, a Christian 
manner, and we must try to help people, not harm them,” 
said the Vatican foreign minister.

While the Vatican obviously respects the sovereignty of 
individual nations to determine how best to respond to the 
needs of migrants and refugees, archbishop Paul Gallagher 
said, “the numbers are what they are, and we must face 
that and we must help”.

In connection with World Refugee Day, the UN Refugee 
Agency released its annual report on “forced displacement” 
around the world. 

While the situation is dire for the migrants and refugees, 
the archbishop said that people in wealthier nations must 
acknowledge the contributions of newcomers, and not just 
in terms of cultural enrichment, but also in offsetting the 
declining birth-rate in many European countries and the 
need in many nations for factory and farmworkers.

“So, it is necessary to have a balanced approach, but 
also try to humanise ourselves,” he said. “In fact, if one 
treats others badly, we are the ones who are diminished.”

Vatican charity raises millions 
to support Christians  
● Aid to the Church in Need raised over €111m in 2018 
to help support persecuted Christians, particularly in the 
Middle East where tens of thousands of Christians have 
been forced to fl ee their homes due to ongoing war and 
confl icts over the last decade.

Releasing its 2018 annual report on June 20, the 
Vatican-recognised foundation that assists minority 
Christian communities and people persecuted for their faith 
said the donations funded “no fewer than 5,019 pastoral 
projects in some 139 different countries” with 27% of the 
donations going to Africa and 25% to the Middle East.

Over 12% of the total aid, the report said, went to 
assisting thousands of Christians in the Middle East, 
especially in Syria and Iraq, and funded the rebuilding of 
nearly 1,500 Christian homes.

The other nations in the top fi ve for foundation-supported 
projects were India, Ukraine and Congo.

Among the projects supported by the funds collected by 
the Catholic aid group were €23.2million for construction 
or reconstruction of homes, chapels, churches, convents, 
seminaries and pastoral centres.

Donations also funded the formation of candidates 
for the priesthood and religious life, education initiatives, 
transportation as well as the purchase and distribution of 
Bibles and other religious literature.

Haiti celebrates Feast of Corpus Christi

A priest carries a monstrance during a Corpus Christi procession in Port-au-Prince, Haiti.  

Vatican 
roundup

A priest in Mexico City has 
been arrested for murder 
barely a week after he cel-
ebrated a funeral Mass for 
the victim. Fr Francisco Javier 
Bautista was arrested on June 
19 and was charged with the 
murder of Hugo Leonardo 
Avendano Chavez, 29, who 
had recently graduated with a 
master’s degree from a Catho-
lic university, wo rked with Fr 
Bautista at Christ the Savior 
Parish and had aspirations of 

entering the priesthood.
The priest, who also served 

as an exorcist, was ordered to 
be held pending trial.

Avendano was found mur-
dered on June 13 in south-
ern Mexico City. Family say 
he had gone to the Christ 
the Savior Parish, where he 
worked, late on June 11 and 
saw Fr Bautista.

The two men were spot-
ted together outside the par-
ish, according to footage from 

surveillance cameras.
The Archdiocese of Mexico 

City issued a statement last 
week, saying it was watching 
events closely – without nam-
ing the priest – and adding it 
was cooperating with investi-
gators.

“The same as the rest of 
society, the Catholic Church of 
Mexico City hopes and trusts 
that the work of the authori-
ties in charge of the investi-
gation and the prosecution is 

efficient, rigorous, conforms 
to the law and is respectful 
of the human rights of the 
victims, their family mem-
bers and those eventually 
accused,” the statement said.

Mexico City media 
reported Fr Bautista had cel-
ebrated Avendano’s funeral 
Mass. Television outlets 
showed Fr Bautista tell-
ing reporters, “on behalf of 
priests of the Church, forgive-
ness is granted” for the crime.

Exorcist Mexican priest charged with murder 

Australian bishops have written a pas-
toral letter denouncing Victoria state’s 
“new, and deeply troubling chapter of 
health care”, as voluntary euthanasia 
and assisted suicide became legal last 
Wednesday. The Voluntary Assisted 
Dying Act 2017 took effect on June 19.

In a letter earlier this month, the 
bishops of Melbourne, Ballarat, Sale, and 
Sandhurst wrote that “we cannot cooper-
ate with the facilitation of suicide, even 
when it seems motivated b y empathy or 
kindness.

“What is being referred to as ‘VAD’ is 
a combination of what in plain- speaking 
is more commonly known as physician 
assisted suicide and euthanasia,” they 
noted.

“We feel a responsibility not just to 
say ‘no’ to VAD, but to give every encour-
agement to model a way of life that ren-

ders VAD unnecessary.”
The Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 

2017 allows adult Victoria residents who 
are terminally ill, expected to die within 
six months (or 12 if they have a neuro-
degenerative condition), and mentally 
competent, to ask their doctor to pre-
scribe drugs that will end their lives.

Requests
Two doctors must verify the requester’s 
eligibility, and the person must make 
three requests for assisted suicide or 
euthanasia. Those seeking to end their 
lives must have lived in Victoria for at 
least a year, and be an Australian citizen 
or permanent resident.

Health practitioners are granted 
conscientious objection rights against 
participation in euthanasia or assisted 
suicide under the law.

About 100 doctors across the nearly 
92,000 square mile state have begun 
receiving the mandatory training 
required to be allowed to assist patients 
who need medical help to die.

The bishops said the legislation has 
been inappropriately labelled as a com-
passionate response to terminal illness. 

“We object to the unnecessary tak-
ing of a human life; we object to the 
diminishment of the love that can be 
given and received in the last days of 
our loved ones; we object to the lack of 
adequate funding for excellent palliative 
care; we object to state-sponsored prac-
tices that facilitate suicide; and most of 
all we object to the lazy idea that the best 
response our community can offer a per-
son in acute suffering is to end their life.”

Australian prelates condemn 
euthanasia legalisation 

● Pope Francis said 
has that the Holy Spirit 
unites and grows the 
Church despite human 
limitations, sins and 
scandal.

“The Holy Spirit 
is the creator of 
communion, the artist 
of reconciliation…he 
builds the community of 
believers by harmonising 
the unity of the body 
and the multiplicity of its 
members,” Pope Francis 
said last week in St 
Peter’s Square.

The Holy Spirit 
“makes the Church 
grow by helping it to go 
beyond human limits, 

sins and any scandal”, 
he said.

Dedicating his 
Wednesday catechesis to 
the Acts of the Apostles’ 
account of the descent 
of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost, Pope Francis 
refl ected on how the 
Holy Spirit transformed 
and strengthened St 
Peter.

“Peter’s word, weak 
and even capable of 
denying the Lord, when 
crossed by the fi re of 
the Spirit gains strength 
and becomes capable 
of piercing hearts and 
moving to conversion.”

Holy Spirit unites in face of human 
weakness, Francis says 

Edited by Colm Fitzpatrick 
colm@irishcatholic.ie
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A Venezuelan migrant carrying a baby walks along a trail into Brazil, in the border city of Pacaraima, Brazil. Photo: CNS

The Venezuelan bishops have 
expressed their concern for 
the risks to which Venezuelan 
emigrants, especially women, 
are exposed. More than four 
million Venezuelans have 
emigrated since 2015.

Under the socialist admin-
istration of Nicolas Maduro, 
Venezuela has been marred 
by violence and social 
upheaval, with severe short-
ages and hyperinflation.

“The Justice and Peace 
Commission and Caritas urge 
the authorities in all branches 
of government to investigate, 
pursue, prosecute and sen-
tence those responsible for 
human trafficking crimes,” 
the bishops said.

They also called for “guar-
anteeing the relatives of 
victims direct access and 
without any kind of obstacles 
to law enforcement and the 
justice system so they can 
present their cases”.

Agreements
They asked the authorities 
to provide the victims with 
“timely justice without any 
delay, as established by the 

Constitution and the differ-
ent international agreements 
for the protection of human 
rights than have been signed 
and ratified by the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela”.

The commission warned 
that the vulnerable position 
of migrants fleeing from des-
titution could cause them to 
become victims of human 
trafficking.

❛❛A boat carrying 
32 Venezuelan 
emigrants sank on 
its way to Curaçao 
earlier this month. 
Each had paid $400 
(€353) for the 
crossing”

“Migrants can be enslaved 
by ‘the exploitation of the 
prostitution of others or other 
forms of sexual exploitation, 
forced labour or services, 
slavery or practices similar 
to slavery, servitude or the 
removal of organs,’” they 

noted, citing a UN resolution.
In their statement, the 

bishops said that they met 
with relatives of the 28 
people who disappeared in 
Güiria following the ship-
wreck of a boat that left 
April 3 heading for Trinidad 
and Tobago.

The relatives indicated 
that although the bodies of 
the victims have not been 
found, “the agencies in charge 
of carrying out the investiga-
tion have not given a timely 
response”.

“The Commission observes 

with concern the increase of 
this type of incident, not just 
in the eastern part of the 
country but also in the bor-
der areas of Falcón, Brazil 
and Colombia,” the bishops 
emphasised.

Another boat carrying 32 
Venezuelan emigrants sank 
on its way to Curaçao earlier 
this month. Each had paid 
$400 (€353) for the crossing.

The bishops’ commission 
warned that in the border 
areas there operate “criminal 
gangs that put in danger the 
life and physical integrity and 

dignity of women, especially 
youths and minors”.

This situation produces 
“enormous anxiety and 
despair” in the families, 
affecting the children who 
are left abandoned, they said.

Commitment
They expressed their com-
mitment to those affected, 
to whom they will continue 
to provide support in follow-
ing up their cases, in order to 
obtain justice, timely infor-
mation, and a determination 
of facts. 

“Let us combat the sale of 
children, women and men 
as slaves for the purposes 
of begging, prostitution or 
forced labour,” they urged.

Some 1.3m Venezuelan 
emigrants are being hosted by 
Colombia, and some 800,000 
are in Peru.

In a move to restrict the 
flow of immigrants, Peru 
mandated on June 15 that 
Venezuelans have a passport 
and visa to enter the country; 
previously, only a national ID 
card was needed.

Venezuelan 
emigrants could 
become ‘victims 
of human 
trafficking’

Archbishop Charles Thompson said that Brebeuf Jesuit preparatory 
school “can no longer use the name Catholic”.

A Catholic school in the Indianapo-
lis archdiocese has said it will stop 
employing a teacher in a same-sex 
marriage, after its Catholic status 
was stripped by Archbishop Charles 
Thompson.

“It is Archbishop Thompson’s 
responsibility to oversee faith and 
morals as related to Catholic identity 
within the Archdiocese of Indianap-
olis,” Cathedral High School leaders 
said in a June 23 letter. “Archbishop 
Thompson made it clear that 
Cathedral’s continued employment 
of a teacher in a public, same-sex 
marriage would result in our forfeit-
ing our Catholic identity due to our 
employment of an individual living 
in contradiction to Catholic teaching 
on marriage.

“Therefore, in order to remain a 
Catholic Holy Cross School, Cathe-
dral must follow the direct guidance 
given to us by Archbishop Thomp-
son and separate from the teacher,” 
said the letter, signed by Matt 
Cohoat, chairman of Cathedral High 
School’s board of directors, and Rob 
Bridges, the school’s president.

The conflict between Brebeuf 

Jesuit Preparatory School and the 
archdiocese began with an archdi-
ocesan request that the contract of 
a teacher who is in a same-sex mar-
riage not be renewed.

❛❛He added that this 
problem ‘cuts to the very 
heart of what it means to 
be a Jesuit institution’”

The school became aware of the 
teacher’s same-sex marriage in the 
summer of 2017, according to a June 
20 statement from Fr Brian Paulson, 
SJ, head of the Jesuits’ Midwest 
Province.

Fr Paulson said the archdiocese 
requested “two years ago that 
Brebeuf Jesuit not renew this teach-
er’s contract because this teacher’s 
marital status does not conform to 
Church doctrine”.

The school leaders originally 
wrote that: “After long and prayerful 
consideration, we determined that 
following the Archdiocese’s directive 
would not only violate our informed 

conscience on this particular matter, 
but also set a concerning prec-
edent for future interference in the 
school’s operations and other gov-
ernance matters that Brebeuf Jesuit 
leadership has historically had the 
sole right and privilege to address 
and decide.”

Fr Paulson stated that Brebeuf 
Jesuit “respects the primacy of an 
informed conscience of members of 
its community when making moral 
decisions”.

Mission
“We recognise that at times some 
people who are associated with 
our mission make personal moral 
decisions at variance with Church 
doctrine; we do our best to help 
them grow in holiness, all of us 
being loved sinners who desire to 
follow Jesus.”

He added that this problem 
“cuts to the very heart of what it 
means to be a Jesuit institution with 
responsibilities to both the local and 
universal Church, as well as for the 
pastoral care we extend to all mem-
bers of our Catholic community”.

Catholic school sacks 
teacher in same-sex 
marriage after dispute
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A World Health Organisation worker administers a vaccination during the launch of a campaign aimed at beating an 
outbreak of Ebola in Mbandaka, Congo.  

Catholic Relief Services is 
monitoring the health situa-
tion in Uganda, following two 
confirmed deaths from the 
Ebola virus.

“We consider even one 
case a very serious develop-
ment,” said Niek De Goeij, 
Uganda Country Representa-
tive for Catholic Relief Ser-
vices.

“But while Ebola is a fright-
ening disease, we’ve seen 
almost a year of critical pre-
paredness efforts on the part 
of the Ugandan government, 
and now immediate action 
by the Ministry of Health 
and international partners, to 
quickly contain these cases so 
far while avoiding its spread.”

Two deaths from Ebola 
have been confirmed in 
Uganda in recent days, as the 
neighbouring Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) con-
tinues to fight an outbreak 
of the virus that has lasted 
nearly a year.

Local partners
Catholic Relief Services said 
it is working closely with 
government authorities and 
local partners in the Kasese 
District  of Uganda and sur-
rounding areas. “For now, CRS 
will focus on making sure its 
partners are safe and can con-
tinue their other important 
work in this new reality,” De 
Goeij said.

An outbreak of Ebola 
began in the DRC in August 
2018. Since then, it has killed 

more than 1,300 people in the 
country, making it the second 
largest outbreak in history.

Efforts to contain the dis-
ease have been hampered 
by misinformation and dis-
trust on the part of local 
communities, who in some 
cases have retaliated against 

health teams by attacking 
them. More than 100 attacks 
on medical centres and staff 
have been reported this year, 
according to the BBC. This has 
limited many of the health 
services that non-govern-
mental organisations are able 
to provide.

Catholic Relief Services has 
been supporting local Cari-
tas partners in responding 
through education campaigns 
to help residents know how 
to prevent and respond to the 
virus.

More than 100,000 people 
have received the Ebola vac-

cine but many more are fear-
ful of it and refuse to receive 
it. Violence in the eastern part 
of DRC has made it difficult to 
reach some areas of the coun-
try, and difficult to monitor 
the virus as it spreads.

For months, public health 
experts had feared that the 

virus could spread to sur-
rounding countries. The two 
confirmed Ebola victims in 
Uganda had recently attended 
a funeral in DRC.

A handful of other sus-
pected cases in Uganda have 
been reported, but have not 
been confirmed. An experi-
mental Ebola vaccine was 
approved for use in Uganda 
this week.

The Kenyan government 
is also on alert for cases that 
may cross the border into the 
country.

Deadly virus
Ebola is a deadly virus that 
is primarily spread through 
contact with bodily fluids. 
Symptoms include fever, 
vomiting, diarrhoea, muscle 
pains and occasional bleed-
ing. The disease is fatal in up 
to 90% of cases.

Several outbreaks have 
taken place in Africa in recent 
decades. An outbreak in 2014-
2016 in West Africa killed 
more than 11,000 people and 
spread briefly to Spain, the 
United States and the UK.

During that outbreak, 
Catholic Relief Services 
and other Catholic groups 
worked to treat those who 
were infected, support Ebola 
orphans, provide food sup-
port and educate people on 
hygiene practices to help 
avoid the spread of the virus, 
such as hand washing and 
avoiding contact with dead 
bodies.

Charity on the alert for Ebola virus 

The California Catholic 
Conference commemorated 
the fourth anniversary of 
Pope Francis’ encyclical 
‘Laudato Si’, on Care for Our 
Common Home’ by issuing 
a pastoral statement calling 
for heightened attention 
to ecological issues in the 
state that could affect future 
generations.

The document from the 
conference, which includes 
all of California’s bishops, 
focused on the encyclical’s 
theme of integral ecology 
to demonstrate that the 
environmental protection of 
the state is ingrained in a 
spirituality that unites all of 
creation in praising God.

The pastoral statement 
emphasises two goals: “To 
animate and energise the 
implementation in California 
of what Laudato Si’ calls us 
to do and to offer a dynamic 
teaching and evangelisation 

tool for our Catholic faith 
community and beyond, 
especially for young people.”

The bishops encouraged 
Californians to work in 
solidarity and consider 
approaches that faithfully and 
 effi ciently care for the state’s 
environment. They said the 
Pope’s encyclical shows that 
ecological spirituality is not 
limited to simply cultivating 
the environment.

“To live out integral ecology 
with joy and authenticity, we 
are called to recognise the 
interrelated character of our 
existence – its environmental, 
economic, social, and cultural 
dimensions – and to practice 
care for all that God has 
created,” said the document, 
titled ‘God Calls Us All to Care 
for Our Common Home’.

The fi rst part of the 
pastoral statement includes 
a refl ection on the “beauty 
and bounty” of California, the 

decline in access to water, 
increased air pollution and 
how creation symbolises 
a family that should be 
protected at all costs.

California’s natural 
ecosystems and water 
systems are being affected 
because droughts are 
becoming more common and 

more intense, causing rainfall 
to be inconsistent, the bishops 
said.

Statement
The statement also recalled 
that in 2012 California 
became the fi rst state to 
acknowledge that access to 
safe, clean and affordable 

water is a universal and basic 
right. The bishops expressed 
concern that, despite the 
measure, thousands of rural 
Californians are unable to 
access clean drinking water 
from their taps.

A common thread among 
the prevalent environmental 
issues facing the state 

Californian 
bishops call for 
an ‘ecological 
spirituality’ 

is that poor people are 
most affected, leading to 
social justice concerns, 
the document said, adding 
that elected offi cials and 
policymakers must develop 
policies that ease such 
burdens on the poor.

The bishops’ document 
cites the Catholic social 
teaching principle of 
subsidiarity, which grants 
freedom to develop the 
capabilities present at every 
level of society, while also 
demanding a greater sense of 
responsibility for the common 
good from those who hold 
greater power.

The second portion of the 
pastoral statement prompts 
Californians to acknowledge 
their “ecological vocations” 
and to act upon them with 
faith and gratitude in order to 
achieve integral ecology.

Such a vocation, the 
bishops said, involves many 
paths and includes not only 
a career choice, or a means 
of earning a living, but also 
a means of encountering an 
overall ecological conversion 
as individuals, families, 
and communities. Those 
who work and advocate for 
environmental justice embody 
and live out their ecological 
vocations to the fullest, they 
said.

Firefi ghters work to put out hot spots in a fast-
moving wildfi re in California. The California Catholic 
Conference commemorated the fourth anniversary 
of Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’, on ‘Care for 
Our Common Home’ by issuing a pastoral statement 
calling for heightened attention to ecological issues 
in the state that could aff ect future generations. 
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Letter from Rome  

Pope Francis greets the crowd during his general audience in St Peter’s Square at the Vatican. 

Pope Francis visited the 
southern Italian city 
of Naples last Friday, 
participating in a theology 

congress dedicated to interreligious 
dialogue and migration in the 
context of the Mediterranean Sea.

The Argentine Pontiff revisited 
some of his core concepts, calling 
for theologians to be an expression 
of a Church that is a “field hospital”, 
and to be merciful, because 
without this, “our theology, our 
law, our pastoral care, run the risk 
of collapsing into bureaucratic 
pettiness or ideology, which by its 
nature wants to tame the mystery”.

The theology summit was 
organised by the Pontifical Catholic 
University, a Jesuit institution. 
The scope of the gathering was to 
discuss the impact of the Pope’s 
Apostolic Constitution Veritatis 
Gaudium, on theological studies. 
His speech was entitled “Theology 
after Veritatis Gaudium in the 
context of the Mediterranean”. 

“Theology is the expression of 
a Church that is a ‘field hospital,’ 
which lives its mission of salvation 
and healing in the world!” Pope 
Francis said.

“Mercy is not only a pastoral 
attitude, but it is the very substance 
of the Gospel of Jesus,” he said. “I 
encourage you to study how, in 
the various disciplines - dogmatic, 
morals, spirituality, law and so 
on - the centrality of mercy can be 
reflected,” Francis said to around 
1,000 people, including students 
and professors.

Compassion
In the journey of leaving oneself 
and encountering others, it is 
important for theologians to be 
“men and women of compassion, 
touched by the oppressed life of 
many, by the slavery of today, by 
social wounds, by violence, by wars 
and from the enormous injustices 

suffered by so many poor who 
live on the shores of this ‘common 
sea’”.

“Without communion and 
without compassion, constantly 
nourished by prayer, theology not 
only loses its soul, but loses its 
intelligence and ability to interpret 
reality in a Christian way,” Francis 
said.

Francis also underlined the 
importance that universities having 
study plans that allow lay people, 
particularly women, to attend, not 
only seminarians.

“The contribution that women 
are giving and can give to theology 
is indispensable and their 
participation must therefore be 
supported,” he said.

Speaking in particular about  the 
context of the Mediterranean – 
which he’s often dubbed the mare 
mortum for the number of people 
who’ve died trying to reach 
European shore after fleeing 
hunger, violence and persecution in 
Africa and the Middle East – Francis 
said that it must be “in harmony” 
with the spirit of Christ, “with his 
freedom to go around the world 
and reach the peripheries, even 
those of thought”.

According to Francis, theologians 
are called to encourage “the 
meeting of cultures” with God’s 
revelation and the Church’s 
tradition, and even though “the 
ancient architectures of thought, 

the great theological syntheses of 
the past are mines of theological 
wisdom, they cannot be applied 
mechanically to current questions”.

The first sources of theology, 
meaning the Word of God and 
the Holy Spirit are, the Pope said, 
“inexhaustible” and therefore, 
theologians are called to work 
towards a “theological Pentecost”.

Francis also said that 
“theological freedom” is necessary, 
because without the possibility of 
experiencing new paths, “nothing 
new is created” and there’s no 
room left for the newness of the 
Spirit.

Variety
Quoting his apostolic 
exhortation Evangelii 
Gaudium, written by the Argentine 
Pontiff in 2013, Francis said 
that: “For those who long for 
a monolithic body of doctrine 
guarded by all and leaving no room 
for nuance, this might appear 
as undesirable and leading to 
confusion. But in fact such variety 
serves to bring out and develop 
different facets of the inexhaustible 
riches of the Gospel.”

The theology that should 
follow Veritatis Gaudium, according 
to the Pontiff, is one that is done 
“in net”, and in the context of the 
Mediterranean, “in solidarity with 
the ‘castaways’ of history”.

The work of theological faculties 

and ecclesiastical universities, 
he said, contributes to building 
a “just and fraternal society”, 
that cares for creation and is set 
on building peace as the result 
of the collaboration between 
civil, ecclesial and interreligious 
institutions.

Francis also spoke about the 
importance of dialogue among 
Christians, Muslims and Jews, 
particularly as a tool that can foster 
understanding and peace.

“With Muslims we are called 
to dialogue to build the future of 
our societies and our cities; we are 
called to consider them partners to 
build a peaceful coexistence, even 
when there are shocking episodes 
by fanatical groups that are the 
enemy of dialogue, such as the 
tragedy of last Easter in Sri Lanka,” 
the Pope said, referring to the 
deadly bombings in three churches 
and two hotels on Easter Sunday 
that left over 250 people dead.

Being docile to the work of the 
Spirit when it comes to theology, 
Francis said, means to proclaim the 
faith without a spirit of conquest 
or the will to proselytise. Instead, 
it implies a dialogue “from within”, 
with men and women, their 
cultures and different religious 
traditions.

If theology is to be consistent 
with the Gospel, it must also be 
open to the testimony “up to the 
sacrifice of life”, Francis said, 

quoting as examples Charles 
de Foucauld and the monks of 
Tibhirine, murdered in Algeria 
and “many brothers and sisters 
who, with the grace of Christ, they 
were faithful with meekness and 
humility and died with the name 
of Jesus on their lips and mercy in 
their hearts”.

Horizon
Non-violence, he said, is a 
“horizon” to which theology must 
look as a constitutive element, 
with the help of the writings and 
practices of Martin Luther King, 
Italian philosopher Lanza del Vasto 
and “other artisans” of peace.

Lastly, Francis also urged 
theologians to work in an 
“interdisciplinary” way, overcoming 
“individualism”.

“The method of dialogue and 
listening, guided by the evangelical 
criterion of mercy, can greatly 
enrich the interdisciplinary 
knowledge and interpretation,” 
he said, making the prophecies 
of peace that the Holy Spirit “has 
never failed to arouse” emerge.

Francis spoke of this as a 
contrast to the “aggressive and 
warlike” attitudes that have 
marked the inhabitants of the 
Mediterranean, many of whom 
called themselves Christians: 
From colonial practices to the 
justifications of all kinds of wars 
and the persecutions perpetrated in 
the name of religion or an alleged 
racial or doctrinal purity.

Inés San Martín is Rome Bureau 
Chief of Cruxnow.com 

Inés San Martín

❛❛The contribution that women are giving and 
can give to theology is indispensable and their 
participation must therefore be supported”

Pope Francis 
warns theologians 
against ‘collapsing’ 
into ideology
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A woman participates in a march of indigenous people through the streets of Atalaia do Norte in Brazil’s Amazon region. 

Every so often, we get 
official confirmation of the 
obvious, and, surprisingly 
enough, it still makes 

waves. Such is the case again 
with the release of a preparatory 
document for an October summit 
of bishops on the Amazon, which 
confirms that the ordination of 
married “elderly people”, meaning 
men, will be on the agenda.

From the moment the Synod 
of Bishops on the Amazon was 
announced, it’s been clear that the 
issue of the viri probati, meaning 
tested married men who are pillars 
of their communities, would come 
up. Requests for consideration of 
the possibility have been voiced 
with increasing urgency by bishops 
and other Catholic personnel from 
the region for decades, and it was 
basically unthinkable a whole 
synod would go by without it being 
floated again.

Nonetheless, given all the 
lengths to which Rome has 
gone over the years to squash 
consideration of married priests, 
seeing the topic on an official 
Vatican agenda is still a bit 
arresting.

To understand the nature of the 
discussion we’re likely to see in 
October, here are three essential 
things to understand.

First, the debate is not over 
whether the Catholic Church can 
have married priests. It already 
does, and plenty of them. The 23 
Eastern churches in communion 
with Rome have married 
priests, and in the US, there are 
hundreds of former Episcopalians, 
Methodists, Lutherans and others 
who were married in their original 
denominations and permitted to 
remain married as Catholic priests.

Celibacy
The question, therefore, is not 
whether to have married priests, 
but whether to have more of them. 
As a corollary, no one is talking 
about eliminating celibacy for the 
vast majority of priests in the Latin 
Rite.

Second, this discussion will 
be very different from debate 
over married priests in the US 
or Western Europe, because it’s 

basically not ideological.
In the West, more liberal 

Catholics sometimes press for a 
married clergy on grounds that 
celibacy is unnatural and breeds 
sexual dysfunction, often linking it 
to the clerical sexual abuse crisis. 
Such activists also sometimes make 
the argument that by creating a 
special caste of unmarried men, 
celibacy contributes to clericalism, 
elitism, a detachment from the 
struggles of ordinary families, and 
all manners of other ills.

❛❛The question, 
therefore, is not whether 
to have married priests, 
but whether to have more 
of them” 

Whatever one makes of the 
merits of those arguments, they’re 
not what drives discussion of 
the viri probati in the Amazon, or 
for that matter in most other parts 
of the world.

Americans often complain of a 
priest shortage, but the statistical 
fact of the matter is that the 
US is priest-rich compared to 
everywhere other than Western 
Europe. In the US there’s one priest 
for every 1,300 baptised Catholics. 

Across Latin America it’s 1 to 7,000, 
in sub-Saharan Africa it’s 1 to 
5,300, and in the Caribbean it’s 1 to 
8,300.

In some Latin American 
nations, including several that 
share the Amazon, those ratios 
in some dioceses can soar as 
high as 1 to 16,000 or 17,000. 
Moreover, the isolation of many 
rural communities in the Amazon, 
which are accessible only by boat 
or by horseback up steep mountain 
climbs, sometimes means they see 
a priest only once every few weeks, 
perhaps once every six months or 
so.

Circumstances
Routine sacramental life under 
such circumstances is obviously 
impossible. Mass, Confession, and 
so on, which are the backbone 
of Catholic life most places, 
is exceedingly rare, and those 
communities feel the absence of it. 
It’s almost like being under a sort 
of geographical interdict, except 
for the fact these people have 
committed no sin to warrant it.

For bishops from these parts 
of the world, the issue of the viri 
probati isn’t a question of left vs 
right, and some of the prelates 
campaigning for it are otherwise 
among the deepest theological 

and political conservatives you’ll 
ever meet. It’s also not tied to any 
larger diagnosis of what’s ailing 
the Church - it’s instead a simple 
practical matter of wanting to be 
able to provide the Sacraments to 
their people on a regular basis.

As a further benefit, the viri 
probati would also be a way 
of empowering indigenous 
communities and ministering 
to them from within, since the 
candidates would come from those 
communities themselves.

Third, this fall’s debate will 
be just that – a debate. It’s not a 
foregone conclusion that the viri 
probati will enjoy majority support, 
and although a synod is merely 
advisory and Pope Francis can 
do whatever he wants, he will 
certainly be listening.

❛❛ In the West, 
more liberal Catholics 
sometimes press for 
a married clergy on 
grounds that celibacy is 
unnatural”

I’ve been covering synods of 
bishops for more than 20 years, 
and I honestly can’t remember 
very many in which the viri 
probati didn’t come up – never 
on the formal agenda before, but 
always in the air.

At the 2005 Synod on the 
Eucharist, for example, several 
bishops from the global south 
mentioned areas in the developing 
world, including Latin America and 
the Pacific Islands, where isolated 
communities strung out over vast 
distances often go without priests 
for long periods of time. Bishop 
Roberto Camilleri Azzopardo of 
Comayaga, Honduras, reported 
having one priest for every 16,000 
Catholics in his diocese. Several 
bishops suggested that the Church 
might consider the ordination 
of viri probati.

That effort was turned back by 
other bishops, mostly from the 
global north, determined to defend 
the spiritual and pastoral value 
of priestly celibacy. In the end, 
the synod issued a reaffirmation 
of celibacy. Granted, there won’t 
be many northern bishops at this 
synod, but those views still will be 
heard.

That’s especially likely to be 
the case given the global village 
dynamic of Catholicism these 
days. Even if permission for 
the viri probati were to be granted 
only for a highly circumscribed 
geographical location, it would 
set a precedent, and it wouldn’t 
take long for activists elsewhere to 
begin seeking the same latitude.

While it’s anyone’s guess what 
might happen during the October 
6-27 synod, one thing is for sure: 
By putting married priests on the 
agenda, the Vatican has ensured 
that a much wider audience will be 
tuning in.

John L Allen Jr. is Editor of 
Cruxnow.com

Understanding the debate 
over married priests at 
the Amazon synod

John L. Allen Jr
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Time to divide the diocese of Dublin?
Letter of the week

Letters Post to: Letters to the Editor, The Irish Catholic, 
23 Merrion Square North, Dublin 2, 

or email: letters@irishcatholic.ie 

Dear Editor, Perhaps the most inter-
esting aspect of your interview with 
Archbishop Eamon Martin this week 
(IC 20/6/2019) was not his comments 
on the country’s smallest dioceses, or 
even his openness to a national synod 
in a few years, but his barely veiled 
suggestion that the Archdiocese of 
Dublin be dismantled to make the 
Church fit for mission in the most 
populous part of Ireland.

The Primate of All-Ireland is, of 
course, careful not to say quite this, 
but he talks both about the admin-
istrative reality that since 1994 Co. 
Dublin has now been divided into 

four distinctly administered parts, and 
raises the admittedly “controversial” 
question of whether some Irish dio-
ceses might be too big for their people 
to be in communion with their bishop 
and indeed with Rome.

With Dublin significantly bigger 
than the country’s next three most 
populous dioceses – Down and Con-
nor, Meath, and Derry – combined, it 
seems clear that Dr Martin must have 
been talking about Dublin.

Numbers really suggest that 
something is amiss in Dublin: a story 
you ran last year revealed that the 
three aforementioned dioceses have 

between them at least twice, if not 
three times as many men in formation 
as does Dublin; we keep hearing of 
parishes with 2% Mass attendance, and 
the pathetic attendance at the papal 
Mass in the Phoenix Park last summer 
should have been the reddest of red 
flags about how lifeless our biggest 
diocese is.

Maybe dividing Dublin is the only 
way to unlock whatever potential the 
Church has there.

Yours etc.,
Gabriel Kelly,

Drogheda, Co. Louth.

Dear Editor, In The Tommy 
Tiernan Show on RTÉ 
recently, Fr Brian Darcy 
lamented the Church’s 
failure to keep step with 
developments in the sexual 
revolution. The Church is 
“way behind society” and 
that is for him a failure 
both of enlightenment and 
“compassion”.  

The changes in sexual 
mores have brought us to 
a place where over one 
third of Irish children are 
being raised in single-
parent households (Census 
2016). Family breakdown 
is rising with devastating 

consequences for children’s 
health, housing, education 
and future prospects.

So is the number of Irish 
women having abortions 
since the beginning of this 
year.

Abortion and the effect of 
promiscuity on the mental 
and physical wellbeing of 
the young are the kind of 
issues one might expect 
a Catholic priest to reflect 
on in a lengthy prime time 
television opportunity.

Instead Fr Darcy 
spoke about marrying 
couples “from the same 
address” without any 

acknowledgment of the 
benefits of the Christian 
understanding of marriage to 
both families and society.

The interview was about 
Fr Darcy the man rather than 
the minister of souls and he 
was happy to keep it there. 
He went from his abuse 
experience to what he sees 
as the pointless burden of 
celibacy. 

Yet, the Church’s mission 
around the world and at 
home was made possible 
by the dedicated service of 
men and women who lived 
celibate lives in religious 
orders and as ordained 

ministers.
There is nothing new 

about the concept of the 
priest as wounded healer. 
However, it is hard to listen 
to the narcissistic pleadings 
of Fr Darcy without calling 
to mind the plight of many 
other priests in persecuted 
lands today whose sufferings 
are of a rawer, deadlier kind 
than his.

There are few to listen to 
their stories and fewer still 
to tell them on their behalf.

Yours etc.,
Margaret Hickey,
Blarney, Co. Cork.

Nothing new about priests being wounded healers

All letters should include 
the writer’s full name, 
postal address and 
telephone numbers (day 
and evening). Letter writ-
ers may receive a subse-
quent telephone call from 
The Irish Catholic as 
part of our authentication 
process which does not 
amount to a commitment 
to publish.

We regret that we 
cannot give prior notice 
of a letter’s publication 
date, acknowledge 
unpublished letters or 
discuss the merits of 

letters. We do not publish 
pseudonyms or other 
formulae to conceal the 
writer’s identity, such 
as “name and address 
with editor”. We do not 
print letters addressed 
to someone else, open 
letters, or verse. Letters 
to the Editor should 
only be sent to The Irish 
Catholic, and not other 
publications. Letters 
should not exceed 300 
words and may be 
shortened for space 
requirements.

Letters to the Editor

Ring of truth
Dear Editor, It was fascinating to read Fr 
Conor McDonough’s Notebook col-
umn about C.S. Lewis (IC 20/6/2019). Fr 
McDonough is entirely right to note how 
often we forget how the experience of war 
formed Belfast’s greatest Christian writer, as 
it did that of J.R.R. Tolkien. Indeed, there’s a 
case to be made that not merely is Tolkien’s 
masterpiece The Lord of the Rings the 20th 
Century’s greatest work of the Christian 
imagination, but also that it is the most 
profound study of evil and the horrors 
of war that the last, horrendous century 
produced. Anyone unconvinced of this 
should take the time to read John Garth’s 
astonishing Tolkien and the Great War: 
The Threshold of Middle Earth.

Your etc.,
Carol Rafferty,

Rathfarnham, Dublin 16.

Would you support the ordination of married 
‘proven men’ to the priesthood?

I believe the decision should remain with the Holy Father 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Personally I would be 
happy for the priesthood to be open to those with sincere 
vocations, married or celibate, but that the special calling to 
celibacy should always be valued and cherished. 
– Martina O’Connor

In an Irish context the way forward may well be for elder 
married priests who are able to support their families through 
their pensions and any small stipends that might come 
their way. There is no way that the average €22,000 salary 
enjoyed by present single priests would ever support a 
young family and the evidence is that many parishes includ-
ing my own are fi nding it increasingly diffi cult to provide the 
necessary funding of a resident priest. – Alan Whelan

In the Church in England they have accepted married men 
who were Anglicans so I don’t understand the reasoning for 
losing so many good and committed priests here because 
they fall in love and want a family. As there is a precedent it 
cannot be against Church law. – Liz O’Sullivan

Because it is unnecessary. There has always been a short-
age of missionaries, this is nothing new. We are told to pray 
the Lord of the harvest to send labourers in his harvest. But 
we always seem to rely on human solutions. It seems Faith 
is lacking. – Eilin Glynn

Marriage and the priesthood require 100% commitment. It’s 
impossible to give 100% to both. – Mairead Breen

The practice of a celibate/unmarried priesthood is a disci-
pline, not dogma or doctrine. Discipline can be changed if 
conditions require it. The Eastern Rite has had married men 
as priests forever, and they are just as Catholic as the Latin 
Rite. – Jon Brill

Mapping a Church � t for mission

Amalgamation of some small dioceses with bigger dioceses 
is not really the way to go. They’re a thousand years old, 
before we had towns, cities, universities. They’re premised 
on the need for access to the sea. Instead of tacking 
Dromore onto Armagh, think about a diocese including 
Newry, Dundalk and Drogheda currently split between 
Meath and Armagh. What was rational 1000 years ago isn’t 
today. – Christopher McCamley

What do you think? Join in the conversation 
on The Irish Catholic Facebook page

Each week we publish a selection of comments 
from The Irish Catholic Facebook page

acebook community

Dear Editor, If our lot as Catholics is 
‘not to wonder why’, then that dictum 
applies even more to our priests, some 
of whom at this time of the year receive 
instruction to uproot their ministries 
and lives and head off to pastures (or 
parishes) new. The bishop’s transfer 
request will surely be welcomed by 
some, but for those of us well used to 
a priest or parish priest and who have 
come to depend and love the man as 
much as his vocation, transfers ‘out of 
the blue’ can be hard to take.

Change, it is said, is good but 
surely no change can be better. In my 

experience, fresh religious faces are 
always welcome and all ‘new’ arrivals 
bring something of their own, and of 
course this is welcome. But let’s not 
forget the moved man.

More than once, I have developed 
deep and precious personal 
relationships with priests; I have 
worked with them and for them and 
firmly believe that I am better person 
for listening to them and watching 
them in action in liturgical and parish 
work. And then, come June, there is a 
question mark over the location of their 
ministry and, if we’re unlucky, they get 

posted to a new parish. Good luck to the 
new parishioners, but it leaves another 
parish deflated and perhaps a priest 
or two thrust into a new and lonely 
situation.

There is no easy answer, I know. But 
at this time of the year, let’s remember 
the priests who are required to walk 
away from their lives and begin fresh 
ones elsewhere, all for the sake of their 
people and of their God. 

It can’t be easy for any of them.
Yours etc.,

Declan Rankin,
Donnycarney, Dublin 9.

A move out of the blue can be upsetting for all
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Around the world

PAKISTAN: An Afghan girl walks with a water bottle along a 
road in Lahore, on World Refugee Day. Children under the age 
of 18 make up one half of the world’s refugee population, a UN 
report said. Photos: CNS

US: Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio of Brooklyn, New York, greets 
people after concelebrating Mass at St Athanasius Church in 
Brooklyn. The bishop’s pastoral visit to the parish coincided 
with his 75th birthday. Per canon law, bishops are required to 
submit their resignation to the Pope upon turning 75.

▲

▲

VATICAN: A young person participates in the post-synod Youth Forum at the Vatican. More 
than 280 young people from 109 countries attended the four-day forum. 

HONG KONG: Christian demonstrators sit near the offi  ce of Hong Kong chief executive 
Carrie Lam as protests against an extradition bill continue. Cardinal John Tong Hon, 
apostolic administrator of the Diocese of Hong Kong, called on Lam to withdraw the bill. 

CHINA: Rescue workers look through the rubble of 
a collapsed house after an earthquake hit Yibin. The 
strong earthquake that hit Sichuan late on June 17 
killed at least 11 people and injured more than 100, 
the local government said. 

MEXICO: Members of the National Guard keep watch at a checkpoint in Mexico’s Chiapas 
state. A catechist instructor was shot dead on June 15 at Immaculate Conception chapel in 
Acacoyagua, about 75 miles from the border with Guatemala.
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I died, would send me to 
Hell for all eternity. My fear 
was that I might go to Hell 
rather than that I might not 
be a very loving person who 
would miss out on love and 
community. And so I worried 
about not being bad rather 
than about being good. I 
worried that I would do 
something that was mortally 
sinful, that would send me 
to Hell; but I didn’t worry as 
much about having a heart 
big enough to love as God 
loves. 

I didn’t worry as much 
about forgiving others, 
about letting go of hurts, 
about loving those who are 
different from me, about 
being judgmental or about 
being so tribal, racist, sexist, 
nationalistic or narrow in my 
religious views that I would 
be uncomfortable sitting 
down with certain others at 
God’s banquet table.

The Heavenly table is 
open to all who are willing 
to sit down with all.  That’s 
a line from a John Shea 
poem and it spells out 
succinctly, I believe, a non-
negotiable condition for 
going to Heaven, namely, 
the willingness and capacity 
to love everyone and to 
sit down with everyone. 

It’s non-negotiable for 
this reason: how can we 
be at the Heavenly table 
with everyone if for some 
reason of pride, wound, 
temperament, bitterness, 
bigotry, politics, nationalism, 
colour, race, religion or 
history we aren’t open to sit 
down with everyone?

❛❛ I didn’t worry as 
much about forgiving 
others, about letting 
go of hurts”

Jesus teaches this too, 
just in a different way. After 
giving us the Lord’s Prayer 
which ends with the words, 
“forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who 
trespass against us”, he adds 
this: “If you forgive others 
when they sin against you, 
your Heavenly Father will 
also forgive you. But if you 
do not forgive others, your 
Father will not forgive you.” 
Why can’t God forgive us 
if we don’t forgive others? 
Has God arbitrarily singled 
out this one condition as 
his pet criterion for going to 
Heaven? No.

We cannot sit at the 
Heavenly banquet table if we 
are still selective as to whom 

Growing up as a 
Roman Catholic, 
like the rest of 
my generation, I 

was taught a prayer called, 
The Act of Contrition. 
Every Catholic back then 
had to memorise it and 
say it during or after going 
to confession. The prayer 
started this way: “Oh, my 
God, I am truly sorry for 
having offended thee and I 
detest all of my sins because 
I dread the loss of Heaven 
and the pains of Hell...”

To dread the loss of 
Heaven and fear the pains 
of Hell can seem like one 
and the same thing. They’re 
not. There’s a huge moral 
distance between dreading 
the loss of Heaven and 
fearing the pains of Hell. 
The prayer wisely separates 
them. 

Fear of Hell is based 
upon a fear of punishment, 
dreading the loss of Heaven 
is based upon a fear of 
not being a good, loving 
person. There’s a huge 
difference between living 
in fear of punishment and 
living in fear of not being 
a good a person.  We’re 
more mature, humanly and 
as Christians, when we’re 
more worried about not 
being loving enough than 
when we’re fearful that we 
will be punished for doing 
something wrong.

Emphasis
Growing up in the 1950s 
and 1960s, I breathed in the 
spirituality and catechesis 
of the Roman Catholicism 
of the time. In the Catholic 
ethos then (and this was 
essentially the same for 
Protestants and Evangelicals) 
the eschatological emphasis 
was a lot more about the fear 
of going to Hell than it was 
about being a loving person. 

As a Catholic child, 
along with my peers, I 
worried a lot about not 
committing a mortal sin, 
that is, doing something out 
of selfishness or weakness 
that, if unconfessed before 

we can sit down with. If, in 
the next life, like here in this 
life, we are selective as to 
whom we love and embrace, 
then Heaven would be the 
same as earth, with factions, 
bitterness, grudges, hurt and 
every kind of racism, sexism, 
nationalism, and religious 
fundamentalism keeping us 
all in our separate silos. We 
can only sit at the Heavenly 
banquet when our hearts 
are wide enough to embrace 
everyone else at the table. 
Heaven demands a heart 
open to universal embrace.

Ingratitude
And so, as I get older, 
approach the end of my 
life, and accept that I will 
soon face my maker, I worry 
less and less about going to 
Hell and worry more and 
more about the bitterness, 
anger, ingratitude and 
non-forgiveness that still 
remains in me. I worry less 
about committing a mortal 
sin and more about whether 
I’m gracious, respectful and 
forgiving towards others. I 
worry more about the loss 
of Heaven than the pains of 
Hell, that is, I worry that I 
could end up like the older 
brother of the prodigal son, 
standing outside the Father’s 
house, excluded by anger 
rather than by sin.

Still, I’m grateful for the 
Act of Contrition of my 
youth. Fear of Hell isn’t a bad 
place from which to start.

Fr Rolheiser
www.ronrolheiser.com

When criticising religion, 
it’s common to hear the 
expression: “Faith is 
believing in something 
without having proof.” This 
accusation is usually thrown 
at people who adhere to 
a particular religious or 
spiritual belief in an attempt 
to show the irrationality 
of their thinking. In others 
words, while you may think 
it’s noble or virtuous to 
believe in God, keep in mind 
that there is no evidence to 
justify your claim – you’re 
just relying on faith. 

But is having faith in 
an idea or outlook always 
irrational, or can faith be 
reasonable? 

When the Christian 
apologist John Lennox was 
debating the prominent 
scientist Richard Dawkins 
a number of years ago, 
he asked the well-known 
atheist: “I presume you have 
faith in your wife, is there 
any evidence for that?” 

The point of the question 
was to show that it’s rational 
to believe in something 
without having impeccable 
proof that it’s true. In this 
case, Dr Dawkins had faith 
that his then-wife was wholly 
committed to him, without 
having proof that this was 
the case. 

There was plenty of 
evidence to show that he 
was justifi ed in holding 
this belief – she had 
married him, she seemed 
trustworthy, and she 
portrayed behavioural 
patterns of monogamy 
consistently – but he didn’t 
have proof. She could have 
been secretly deceiving 
him throughout their entire 
relationship. 

Evidence
This thought-provoking 
question, then, 
demonstrated that faith 
is the act of believing in 
something on the basis 
of evidence, rather than 
believing an idea without 
having proof. We all hold 
faith-based ideas without 
being able to prove them. 
For example, we have faith 

that the world is real and not 
a convincing simulation, that 
our parents love us, or that 
the ground we walk on isn’t 
going to randomly collapse. 
We having overwhelming 
evidence that our beliefs are 
rational, but no proof that 
they are true. 

St Augustine also tackled 
this question at the end 
of the 4th Century in his 
work Concerning Faith of 
Things Not Seen, where he 
discusses believing in that 
which cannot be physically 
proved. 

❛❛Faith is the 
act of believing in 
something on the 
basis of evidence, 
rather than proof”

He argues that when 
befriending someone, we 
must have faith that they 
will be a worthy and true 
friend. We must also have 
faith that our friend has good 
will, otherwise the friendship 
will collapse. In this, we can 
safely say that it is rational 
to have faith in something.

But does belief in God fall 
into this category? Sure, it’s 
rational to hold faith when 
it comes to relationships 
because we have evidence 
to support this, but belief in 
God is different. Augustine 
cleverly anticipated this 
response and pointed out 
that we also have evidence 
for the existence of God. 

He suggests that the 
fulfi lled prophecies of the 
Old Testament and the fact 
that Christianity spread so 
rapidly despite its origins of 
crucifi xion are evidence of 
God’s existence. 

Today, we can appeal 
to philosophical arguments 
and the historicity of the 
Gospels to bolster this claim. 
If there is enough evidence 
to suggest that God exists, 
then it’s a perfectly rational 
move to hold that belief, 
even without conclusive 
proof. 

of faith
Each week Colm Fitzpatrick looks 
at interesting and sometimes 
controversial questions people 
have about Catholicism...

Got a question or comment? 
Email colm@irishcatholic.ie

Is having faith 
something stupid?

The loss of Heaven 
and fear of Hell

❛❛How can we be at the Heavenly table with everyone 
if for some reason of pride, wound, temperament, 
bitterness, bigotry, politics, nationalism, colour, race, 
religion or history we aren’t open to sit down with 
everyone?”
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Mary Jenning

If you are not a runner (yet), 
you may wonder what 
the attraction is. From the 
outside running must seem 

like a very boring hobby indeed. 
Constantly putting one foot in 
front of another for minutes and 
possibly even hours? How is that 
in any way exciting?

But talk to any runner and 
you’ll realise that running offers a 
lot more to an individual than just 
a means of getting from A to B.

We all run for different 
reasons.

• Some runners train to win 
races and push their bodies as far 
as they can.

• Some people run for health 
and weight-loss reasons.

• Many runners use running as 
a way to escape – to reduce stress 
and clear their heads of their 
worries and responsibilities.

Whatever their reason to run, 
most runners are passionate 
about how running makes them 
feel and are keen to encourage 
others to give it a try. Running 
is my way of feeling free and 
enjoying the fresh air.

I return home positive, 
enthusiastic and energised. I feel 
strong and capable and clearer 
in my head. I feel like my day 
is a success even if I have done 
nothing else but run. I may not 
be the fastest runner, but speed 
is not the priority in my running. 
I love how running makes me 
feel afterwards and also the 
friendships and opportunities 

for travel and adventure it has 
offered me. I never envisaged 
how much I would enjoy the 
social side of running.

Whether it is the company of 
a friend on a leisurely weekend 
run, the exchange of a smile and 
a nod with a passing runner in 
the park, the buzz of taking part 
in a marathon or the simple joy 
of coaching a group of runners to 
their first 5k, the camaraderie of 
fellow runners is priceless.

Growing up, the only runners I 
was aware of were ‘athletes’. They 
were members of an athletic 
club, comfortable in short shorts 
and very competitive. Running 
was about winning races, getting 
faster and pushing themselves 
to their limits. I don’t remember 
knowing anyone who ran purely 

as a leisure pursuit. But in recent 
years there has been a significant 
growth in the number of people 
running for fun.

While certain runners 
continue to run for peak 
performance and podium 
places, more of us are happy to 
run just for ourselves and take 
on challenges with a little less 
dedication than those at the 
top. This more relaxed bunch 
are what we call ‘recreational 
runners’ and there are a lot of us 
out there. Many have taken up 
running in their adult years and 
their focus is very different from 
that of the competitive athlete.

We all know someone who is 
the ‘unlikely runner’; someone 
who was never sporty and is 
now taking part in races and 

events and is passionate about 
how running makes them feel. 
Running has a strange power of 
taking hold of our perceptions 
of our capabilities and makes 
us realise that we are able to do 
a lot more than we think. The 
increased self-belief, pride and 
resilience leads to a more positive 
mindset overall.

While many recreational 
runners start out running for 
health, fitness or weight-loss 
reasons, most runners keep 
it up for another reason. It’s 
only when you start running 
regularly that you realise the 
main added bonus of running. 
Running has a powerful way of 
offering headspace.

Running can reduce a temper 

» Continued on Page 33

Get 
Running

Mary Jenning. Photo: Donal Glackin for Irish Runner
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I died, would send me to 
Hell for all eternity. My fear 
was that I might go to Hell 
rather than that I might not 
be a very loving person who 
would miss out on love and 
community. And so I worried 
about not being bad rather 
than about being good. I 
worried that I would do 
something that was mortally 
sinful, that would send me 
to Hell; but I didn’t worry as 
much about having a heart 
big enough to love as God 
loves. 

I didn’t worry as much 
about forgiving others, 
about letting go of hurts, 
about loving those who are 
different from me, about 
being judgmental or about 
being so tribal, racist, sexist, 
nationalistic or narrow in my 
religious views that I would 
be uncomfortable sitting 
down with certain others at 
God’s banquet table.

The Heavenly table is 
open to all who are willing 
to sit down with all.  That’s 
a line from a John Shea 
poem and it spells out 
succinctly, I believe, a non-
negotiable condition for 
going to Heaven, namely, 
the willingness and capacity 
to love everyone and to 
sit down with everyone. 

It’s non-negotiable for 
this reason: how can we 
be at the Heavenly table 
with everyone if for some 
reason of pride, wound, 
temperament, bitterness, 
bigotry, politics, nationalism, 
colour, race, religion or 
history we aren’t open to sit 
down with everyone?

❛❛ I didn’t worry as 
much about forgiving 
others, about letting 
go of hurts”

Jesus teaches this too, 
just in a different way. After 
giving us the Lord’s Prayer 
which ends with the words, 
“forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who 
trespass against us”, he adds 
this: “If you forgive others 
when they sin against you, 
your Heavenly Father will 
also forgive you. But if you 
do not forgive others, your 
Father will not forgive you.” 
Why can’t God forgive us 
if we don’t forgive others? 
Has God arbitrarily singled 
out this one condition as 
his pet criterion for going to 
Heaven? No.

We cannot sit at the 
Heavenly banquet table if we 
are still selective as to whom 

Growing up as a 
Roman Catholic, 
like the rest of 
my generation, I 

was taught a prayer called, 
The Act of Contrition. 
Every Catholic back then 
had to memorise it and 
say it during or after going 
to confession. The prayer 
started this way: “Oh, my 
God, I am truly sorry for 
having offended thee and I 
detest all of my sins because 
I dread the loss of Heaven 
and the pains of Hell...”

To dread the loss of 
Heaven and fear the pains 
of Hell can seem like one 
and the same thing. They’re 
not. There’s a huge moral 
distance between dreading 
the loss of Heaven and 
fearing the pains of Hell. 
The prayer wisely separates 
them. 

Fear of Hell is based 
upon a fear of punishment, 
dreading the loss of Heaven 
is based upon a fear of 
not being a good, loving 
person. There’s a huge 
difference between living 
in fear of punishment and 
living in fear of not being 
a good a person.  We’re 
more mature, humanly and 
as Christians, when we’re 
more worried about not 
being loving enough than 
when we’re fearful that we 
will be punished for doing 
something wrong.

Emphasis
Growing up in the 1950s 
and 1960s, I breathed in the 
spirituality and catechesis 
of the Roman Catholicism 
of the time. In the Catholic 
ethos then (and this was 
essentially the same for 
Protestants and Evangelicals) 
the eschatological emphasis 
was a lot more about the fear 
of going to Hell than it was 
about being a loving person. 

As a Catholic child, 
along with my peers, I 
worried a lot about not 
committing a mortal sin, 
that is, doing something out 
of selfishness or weakness 
that, if unconfessed before 

we can sit down with. If, in 
the next life, like here in this 
life, we are selective as to 
whom we love and embrace, 
then Heaven would be the 
same as earth, with factions, 
bitterness, grudges, hurt and 
every kind of racism, sexism, 
nationalism, and religious 
fundamentalism keeping us 
all in our separate silos. We 
can only sit at the Heavenly 
banquet when our hearts 
are wide enough to embrace 
everyone else at the table. 
Heaven demands a heart 
open to universal embrace.

Ingratitude
And so, as I get older, 
approach the end of my 
life, and accept that I will 
soon face my maker, I worry 
less and less about going to 
Hell and worry more and 
more about the bitterness, 
anger, ingratitude and 
non-forgiveness that still 
remains in me. I worry less 
about committing a mortal 
sin and more about whether 
I’m gracious, respectful and 
forgiving towards others. I 
worry more about the loss 
of Heaven than the pains of 
Hell, that is, I worry that I 
could end up like the older 
brother of the prodigal son, 
standing outside the Father’s 
house, excluded by anger 
rather than by sin.

Still, I’m grateful for the 
Act of Contrition of my 
youth. Fear of Hell isn’t a bad 
place from which to start.

Fr Rolheiser
www.ronrolheiser.com

When criticising religion, 
it’s common to hear the 
expression: “Faith is 
believing in something 
without having proof.” This 
accusation is usually thrown 
at people who adhere to 
a particular religious or 
spiritual belief in an attempt 
to show the irrationality 
of their thinking. In others 
words, while you may think 
it’s noble or virtuous to 
believe in God, keep in mind 
that there is no evidence to 
justify your claim – you’re 
just relying on faith. 

But is having faith in 
an idea or outlook always 
irrational, or can faith be 
reasonable? 

When the Christian 
apologist John Lennox was 
debating the prominent 
scientist Richard Dawkins 
a number of years ago, 
he asked the well-known 
atheist: “I presume you have 
faith in your wife, is there 
any evidence for that?” 

The point of the question 
was to show that it’s rational 
to believe in something 
without having impeccable 
proof that it’s true. In this 
case, Dr Dawkins had faith 
that his then-wife was wholly 
committed to him, without 
having proof that this was 
the case. 

There was plenty of 
evidence to show that he 
was justifi ed in holding 
this belief – she had 
married him, she seemed 
trustworthy, and she 
portrayed behavioural 
patterns of monogamy 
consistently – but he didn’t 
have proof. She could have 
been secretly deceiving 
him throughout their entire 
relationship. 

Evidence
This thought-provoking 
question, then, 
demonstrated that faith 
is the act of believing in 
something on the basis 
of evidence, rather than 
believing an idea without 
having proof. We all hold 
faith-based ideas without 
being able to prove them. 
For example, we have faith 

that the world is real and not 
a convincing simulation, that 
our parents love us, or that 
the ground we walk on isn’t 
going to randomly collapse. 
We having overwhelming 
evidence that our beliefs are 
rational, but no proof that 
they are true. 

St Augustine also tackled 
this question at the end 
of the 4th Century in his 
work Concerning Faith of 
Things Not Seen, where he 
discusses believing in that 
which cannot be physically 
proved. 

❛❛Faith is the 
act of believing in 
something on the 
basis of evidence, 
rather than proof”

He argues that when 
befriending someone, we 
must have faith that they 
will be a worthy and true 
friend. We must also have 
faith that our friend has good 
will, otherwise the friendship 
will collapse. In this, we can 
safely say that it is rational 
to have faith in something.

But does belief in God fall 
into this category? Sure, it’s 
rational to hold faith when 
it comes to relationships 
because we have evidence 
to support this, but belief in 
God is different. Augustine 
cleverly anticipated this 
response and pointed out 
that we also have evidence 
for the existence of God. 

He suggests that the 
fulfi lled prophecies of the 
Old Testament and the fact 
that Christianity spread so 
rapidly despite its origins of 
crucifi xion are evidence of 
God’s existence. 

Today, we can appeal 
to philosophical arguments 
and the historicity of the 
Gospels to bolster this claim. 
If there is enough evidence 
to suggest that God exists, 
then it’s a perfectly rational 
move to hold that belief, 
even without conclusive 
proof. 

of faith
Each week Colm Fitzpatrick looks 
at interesting and sometimes 
controversial questions people 
have about Catholicism...

Got a question or comment? 
Email colm@irishcatholic.ie

Is having faith 
something stupid?

The loss of Heaven 
and fear of Hell

❛❛How can we be at the Heavenly table with everyone 
if for some reason of pride, wound, temperament, 
bitterness, bigotry, politics, nationalism, colour, race, 
religion or history we aren’t open to sit down with 
everyone?”
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or lift a bad mood. There are also 
benefits from running that have 
nothing to do with our physical or 
mental wellbeing. Something as 
simple as the discipline of following 
a training schedule and structuring 
a season of training has taught many 
of us how to set goals, follow a plan 
and deal with setbacks along the 
way. This can then be applied to 
many other areas of our lives.

Forget the gym
Let’s be clear. I am not anti-gym. 
If you enjoy the gym and you are 
motivated to go then please keep 
going. There are great exercises, 
classes and trainers that come with 
a gym membership. That is, if you 
actually turn up. It’s very easy to 
buy a gym membership but it’s a lot 
harder to be a consistent gym-goer.

Gyms can be intimidating 
places full of beautiful bodies and 
complicated machines and if you 
are self-conscious or lacking in 
confidence as well as fitness, often 
the gym can become the place that 
you feel guilty avoiding rather than 
somewhere you look forward to 
attending.

I have exercised outdoors for so 
long now that exercising indoors 
feels claustrophobic. I love the fresh 
air and the clarity and freedom that 
being outdoors brings. If you too are 
a little gym shy, remember there is a 
whole gym on your doorstep if you 
look outside the window.

The hardest bit, like any exercise 
regime, is getting started. Once you 
walk or run outside, a treadmill is 
never quite the same again. From 
park benches to trails, steps to lamp 
posts, you can create your own ‘green 
gym’ workout. The fresh air clears 
the head and lifts the spirits – I find 
that my best ideas come to me when 
I’m out for a run. It’s not just me who 
finds this either – studies in Britain, 
Scandinavia and the United States 
are consistently finding that people 
exercising outdoors display higher 
vitality, energy, enthusiasm and 
self-esteem than when they perform 

the equivalent exercise indoors. In 
virtually all of the studies, they also 
show signs of lower fatigue, tension 
and depression after an outdoor 
activity. I miss it when I don’t get 
outside; sunny days stuck in an office 
drove me to leave my desk-bound job 
and set up Forget The Gym.

I dreamt of a job where I could 
be in the driving seat and choose to 
be outdoors when I wanted. It was 
not a particular love for exercise, 
but more a love for the freedom of 
the great outdoors. Getting outside 
at whatever pace is right for you 
today is the best thing you can do to 
enhance your life.

Less stress, more fun
I remember asking one of my 
running students how she was 
feeling about running. She told me 
that it was her running anniversary 
and guess what she said? ‘I’m two 
years older but ten years younger.’ 
Running needs to be fun, yet many 
people take it too seriously. Put 
simply, if we don’t enjoy it, we 
won’t keep it up.

If running becomes a chore, it 
joins the long list of things we feel 
we should be doing but never get 
time to do properly. Instead we 
need to start seeing it as a privilege 
and an honour to be able to get out 
the door. Running doesn’t have to 
always be about keeping up with 

others. We have enough stress in 
our days without running adding to 
it. Yet I see a lot of runners anxious 
and disillusioned with running 
because they have perceptions of 
where they should be as a runner 
and constantly compare themselves 
with other runners. They overtrain 
and burn out.

❛❛Over the past 10 
years, her business, 
Forget The Gym, has 
developed to teach 
everyone from beginners 
right up to seasoned 
marathon runners.”

What is the point in running 
if it is going to bring such anxiety 
with it? While there are times 
when pushing our bodies to reach 
a personal best time or a longer 
distance is right for us, the number 
of kilometres, or the time on the 
clock should not always be the most 
important thing. It’s true that we 
thrive on that feeling of progress 
when we get faster and stronger, but 
there is a fine line between pushing 
ourselves and getting injured.

For running to be a lifelong fun 
activity we need to look after our 
bodies, treat them with respect, 
reward them for the hard work put 
in, and sometimes give them a kick 
in the right direction when feeling a 
little lazy.

Mary Jennings started coaching 
family and friends to enjoy running 
just for fun, but as they started to 
improve, look for new challenges, and 
tell their friends, this expanded into 
coaching running full-time for her. 
Over the past 10 years, her business, 
Forget The Gym, has developed to 
teach everyone from beginners right 
up to seasoned marathon runners.                                              
• Get Running by Mary Jennings is 
published by Gill books and is availa-
ble in bookshops and online (€16.99). 

       

I feel a yearning for the 
wild. I don’t mean I plan to 
run off and behave badly, 
I just mean I have a deep 

desire to go and sit and be in 
a wild place, listening, noticing 
and not ‘doing’ anything else. 

Life has been rather 
hectic recently. We have just 
completed our fourth and final 
Leaving Cert. Of course, it 
was our son who was doing 
the exams not us but nev-
ertheless we have felt 
the pressure of it all. 
At work I have come 
towards the end of 
a major training 
project involving 
pulling together a 
large network of 
people and ser-
vices over many 
months – plus 
ridiculous amounts 
of paperwork. At the 
weekend I travelled to 
England to my God daugh-
ter’s First Holy Communion 
having very nearly missed my 
flight and proving unexpect-
edly to myself that I can run at 
speed for substantial distances 
when the need arises! 

During those days away I 
also spent time in the wild – 
on a marsh in Norfolk to be 
precise – and that is where my 
heart yearns to be. My friends 
Cindy, Simon, Joseph and 
Eddie (who is also my Godson) 
live in a wonderfully named 
place called Heckingha Holes, 
a place of marshland and 
waterways. Simon (Barnes) 
is a wildlife writer and his new 
book On the March – a year 
surrounded by wildness and 
wet was published the day I 
arrived at their house. In cel-
ebration not only did we raise 
a glass of champagne, kindly 
provided by the publishers, but 
also took a stroll out onto the 
marsh. 

Simon has seen more than 
one hundred types of bird on 
the marsh. Eddie – who has 
Down’s Syndrome – is skilful at 
identifying birds by their song. 
As we walked on paths created 
sometimes by the Chinese 
Water deer which have made 
the marsh their home, Simon 
helped me to recognise the 
rattling music of the sedge 
warbler amongst a myriad of 
bird songs. Knowing that we 
were in a place of herons and 
otters, stoat and fox, grass 
snake and kingfisher – even 
though we did not see them – 
gave me a sense of being in a 

sacred place. 
In the book Simon 

describes how himself and 
Eddie regularly head out onto 
the marsh - with a beer for 
Simon and apple juice for 
Eddie – to listen and notice 
and be. Eddie has a great 
capacity for contemplation. He 
is deeply at home in this wild 

place. Simon can recognise 
a bird by its call, its flight, its 
silhouette, noting that when 
we have that store of wisdom 
and experience even a flash of 
‘something’ in our peripheral 
vision can be identified. For 
a young man who faces the 
challenges of Down’s Syn-
drome Eddie has a remarkable 
knowledge and understanding 
of the wild world. 

And I found myself wanting 
to be there. It spoke to me of 
creation and blessing, a place 
to put aside the hassles and 
pressures of work and nearly 
missed flights and to reconnect 
with my own spirit. I promised 
myself I would take a cup of 
tea out on to the marsh the 
next morning and sit a while 
but of course I didn’t. So when 
I wake in the night and have a 
list of ‘things to be done’ run-
ning through my head I imag-
ine myself walking out onto the 
marsh and sleep returns.

I have realised my need to 
connect. I’ve tried sitting out in 
the back garden with my cup 
of tea in the morning but with 
our weather at the moment it is 
a chilly experience. I think this 
summer I need to make time 
to walk in wild places, to listen 
to what is happening around 
me, to notice the flowers and 
plants – even take pictures and 
try to learn a little more about 
them. Simon insists he is not 
‘religious’ and yet his marsh 
and the way he writes about 
the wild world nurture my soul.

Bairbre Cahill
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TVRadio Brendan O’Regan

Religion and science not so different!
SUNDAY
BBC Radio 4, Sunday, June 30, 7.10am
Sunday morning religious news and current affairs 
programme presented by William Crawley.

MARRIAGE WORKS IN CHRIST
EWTN, Sunday, June 30, 3.30pm
Frequently asked questions about marriage: Greg and Julie 
Alexander, along with Fr James Dean, continue their series 
on overcoming marital adversities.

THE SECRET HISTORY OF SCIENCE AND RELIGION
BBC Radio 4, Friday, July 5, 11 am
Nick Spencer examines the history of science and religion 
and questions the extent to which they have been in confl ict 
with one another.

PICK OF THE WEEKthe opening segment where 
quirky stories of the week are 
reviewed, usually by journal-
ists or comedians. Some seri-
ous items get through, but 
last Sunday there was a part 
where the presenters and 
viewers showed pictures of 
their cute dogs!

On a more serious note, the 
discussion on whether soci-
ety was too soft on criminals 
was interesting, though, with 
some nuanced difference, all 
seemed to agree broadly that 
while deterrent was needed, 
there should be serious 
efforts at rehabilitation dur-
ing the time people spent in 
prison in order to reduce the 
risk of re-offending. 

Later, the show featured 
the new Vatican document 
exploring the idea of ordain-
ing married men to cope with 
the shortage of priests in the 
Amazon area. Journalist and 
author Joanna Moorhead was 
supportive of the idea, point-
ing to Eastern Rite churches 
and those married former 

Nick Spencer presents The Secret History of Science and 
Religion ((BBC Radio 4).

being a kind of “massive 
research funding agency”, 
with the Church supportive 
of and responsible for the uni-
versities. “Hopeful theology” 
and “hard science” worked 
together and were not opposi-
tional. He instanced the little 
known medieval bishop and 
scientist Robert Grosseteste.  
Spencer described how early 
scientists were theologically 
motivated, seeking to under-
stand how God’s world works. 

Originally, Galileo was 
encouraged by his friend 
Pope Urban but fell out of 
favour when he represented 
the Pope’s views as coming 

from a simpleton, and pro-
posed his views too definitely 
rather than in an exploratory 
way. The row was more a 
dispute within religion and 
within science – as differ-
ent views of the world vied. 
Spencer said people then 
didn’t see it as science vs reli-
gion – that polarisation would 
not become evident until 200 
years later. I’m looking for-
ward to the next episode.

Quirky stories
Sunday Morning Live is back 
on BBC1 and after two epi-
sodes I find it rather light. I’m 
not convinced of the value of 

Anglican priests who had 
become Catholic priests. She 
described the Catholic Church 
as ‘an organisation where 
there’s lots of change’. 

Perhaps ironically, one of 
those married priests, former 
Anglican Fr Simon Chinery, 
urged caution – there were 
advantages and problems – 
with married priests, he said, 
the normal stresses of family 
life were on the public stage. 

Moorhead thought the 
Church should look at the 
possibility of women priests 
and that the faith was what 
was most important, but Fr 
Chinery said this was not 
possible, was not a matter of 
choice for the Church and was 
part of that important faith. 

Finally, it was good to hear 
Francis Campbell, former Brit-
ish ambassador to the Holy 
See, delivering Thought for 
the Day last Monday morn-
ing on BBC Radio 4. On the 

A few weeks ago 
in this column I 
lamented the false 
dichotomy between 

science and religion - some-
one must have been paying 
attention!

Last Friday BBC Radio 4 
launched a new series, The 
Secret History of Science 
and Religion, presented in an 
amiably cheerful fashion by 
Nick Spencer. It’s not exactly 
easy listening, and not easy 
to do justice to it in a short 
review. 

Spencer is presenting 
a historical approach, and 
his thesis is that the idea of 
science and religion being 
always in conflict is a myth 
– he called it the “warfare 
narrative”. The real issue, 
according to Spencer, is not so 
much God, evolution, the age 
of the earth and such but has 
more to do with how we think 
of ourselves as human beings, 
more about “who owns the 
right to define what a human 
being is”. 

Part of the reason for the 
warfare narrative is that, as 
one professor put it, “conflict 
sells”. Prof. Fern Elton Baker 
of the University of Birming-
ham found that this sense of 
conflict is a minority position 
among religious people, but is 
strong among atheists. 

In his exploration of medi-
eval times, wrongly thought 
of as an age of faith rather 
than science, Spencer showed 
a harmony between these 
pursuits with the Church 

occasion of the recent feast 
day of St Thomas Moore, he 
had some thoughts on politi-
cians. He wasn’t a fan of those 
who were all motion and no 
direction. He wanted to see 
leaders of breadth, depth and 
principle. 

With all the shenanigans 
in the UK over the Conserva-
tive Party leadership contest, 
it was a timely piece. Unfor-
tunately, it can happen that 
politicians of principle get 
booted out of their political 
parties. 

We can see politicians that 
we thought had principles 
taken on mysterious ‘jour-
neys’, returning with a differ-
ent set of principles, or none 
at all. 

i boregan@hotmail.com, 
@boreganmedia

for the ride is Ed Sheeran 
– a former busker himself – 
offering him the opportunity 
to “open” for him at concerts. 
And then having to face the 
fact that he’s being outclassed 
by the ingenue.  

The romantic possibilities 

of the relationship between 
Jack and Ellie are unexplored. 
This  is a pity. You can only take 
so much of him belting out hits 
to mesmerised  audiences.

All you need is love? 
Maybe. And an enormous 
suspension of disbelief.

Witness t he Fab Four as a forgotten phenomenon
Yesterday (12A)
A singer finds himself in a 
world where the Beatles 
never existed. This means he 
can sing their songs without 
fear of being accused of pla-
giarism – or sued for breach 
of copyright. Who could have 
dreamt up an idea like that? 
Either he deserves a special 
award or he needs to get out 
more.

The film’s director, Danny 
Boyle, has built much of his 
career around similarly loony 
precepts. Having the cutesie 
Richard Curtis riding shotgun 
as his screenwriter grounds 
him. It’s a marriage made in 
both heaven and hell – a bit 
like a latterday merger of 
Quentin Tarantino and Frank 
Capra. 

Curtis gives Boyle the 
anchor he probably wouldn’t 
otherwise have had to make 
the film palatable to the mid-
dle-of-the-road audiences 
that were always going to 
be its main target, audiences 
perhaps as twee as the Liv-
erpudlian Mopheads them-
selves.

Anti-hero Jack Malik is 
played endearingly by British 
indian actor Himesh Patel. 
He’s been pounding the Suf-
folk streets as a busker for 
nigh on a decade, his career 
going nowhere fast. In fact if 
it wasn’t for the  encourage-
ment of his friend Ellie (the 
ever-delightful Lily James) 
he’d probably have thrown in 
the towel years ago.

But then he gets hit by a 
bus. At that exact moment, as 

luck would have it, the world 
undergoes a   power cut. Cue 
a Beatles airbrush in the col-
lective global psyche. It’s the 
greatest non-sequitur in cin-
ema history. 

Amnesia
After some desperate 
attempts to convince his 
friends he didn’t write Yes-
terday’ etc., Jack decides 
to make hay while the sun 
shines. The universal amne-
sia persists as he goes around 
the world wowing audiences.  
Beatlemania morphs into 
Malikmania for the unlikely 
opportunist.

Can he remember the lyr-
ics of evergreen numbers 
without the help of Google? 
Or sheet music? If he can, he 
stands to finally attain the 

fame that’s been eluding him 
for so long. 

The stage is set for him 
to give his career the shot in 
the arm it sorely needs. As 
John Lennon said, it’s just like 
Starting Over. (This might 
have been a more appropri-
ate title for the film).

Yesterday is a single-idea 
movie that’s so nonsensical 
you have to pinch yourself 
at times to convince your-
self you’re actually buying it, 
thereby becoming as wacky 
as Messrs Boyle and Curtis 
combined. 

But you do. Eventually you 
get roped into its lunacy – 
largely due to the conviction 
of Malik. 

Joel Frey plays his roadie. 
Kate McKinnon is the inevita-
ble greedy agent. Also along 

Film Aubrey Malone

for the ride is Ed Sheeran of the relationship between 

Good
« « « Himesh 

Patel stars in 
Yesterday.

Francis Campbell.
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Hunt Museum, The 
Custom House, 
Rutland St, Limerick, 
V94 EV8A Limerick
Exhibition continues to 
September 30, 2019
The catalogue (€25) is 
available from the museum. 

Peter Costello
The summer exhibition at 
Limerick’s Hunt Museum is 
just the thing for a family 
outing, a show which 
will introduce children 
and perhaps others to the 
delights of art. 

On display are paintings 
from two of Ireland’s most 
important and interesting 
artists of the turn of the 
19th Century: with images 
of Irish scenes, animals, 
children, elegant society 
ladies and exotic locations, 
this is a show with 
something for every taste. 

Both will be familiar to 
many, but this exhibition 
is special in that includes 
many items from private 
collections or little known 
galleries which will be 
difficult to see again in 
one place. Even for the 
aficionados of both artists 
there is nothing tired here, 
little sense of déjà vu. 

The show is arranged so 
that visitors can compare 
and contrast the two artists 

Our Man: Richard 
Holbrooke and the end 
of the American century
by George Packer 
(Jonathan Cape, £25/€30)

Felix M. Larkin

Richard C. Holbrooke, 
the subject of this 
biography, was a 
bombastic, egotisti-

cal, but immensely talented 
US diplomat who served at 
senior levels in the adminis-
trations of three Democratic 
presidents – Carter, Clinton 
and Obama.

He was earlier a relatively 
junior State Department offi-
cial in Vietnam, and the fail-
ure of US policy there marked 
him for the rest of his life.

During the Republican 
administrations of Reagan 
and the two Presidents Bush, 
he decamped to Wall Street – 
where he used his impressive 
range of contacts worldwide 
to open doors for bankers, 
though he knew nothing 
about banking and was inter-
ested only in public service.

He claimed to have been 
inspired by Kennedy’s exhor-
tation: “Ask not what your 

An unquiet American

country can do for you...”
Under President Clinton, 

he was responsible for nego-
tiating the Dayton Accords 
which ended the genocidal 
conflict in Bosnia in 1995.

Later, as Clinton’s ambas-
sador to the United Nations 
(UN), he secured the payment 
to the UN of huge arrears of 
funding due from the US 
which had been blocked by a 

hostile Congress in Washing-
ton – thus saving the UN from 
imminent dissolution.

Manner
However, his overbearing 
manner and personal inse-
curities made him a difficult 
colleague, and he never hid 
his contempt for most of his 
peers and superiors – and this 
is partly why he failed to real-

ise his ambition to become 
US Secretary of State, a job 
for which he was eminently 
qualified.

He died in 2010, aged 69, 
as Obama’s Special Repre-
sentative for Afghanistan – 
trying, without success, to 
broker a peace deal there as 
he had done at Dayton.

He was an old-fashioned 
US diplomat who believed 

that America had a mission 
to save the world for democ-
racy. He believed in what he 
called “the basic moral force 
that exists in the principles of 
our system of government” – 
that is, the US system of gov-
ernment.

❛❛This is an 
utterly brilliant 
book, written 
with style and 
panache” 

His heroes were the US 
diplomats who had “saved” 
Europe after the Second 
World War – Dean Acheson, 
George Kennan, Averell Har-
riman and others less well 
known – and he was a pro-
tégé of Dean Rusk, Secretary 
of State under Kennedy and 
Johnson. 

He saw his roles in Bosnia 
and Afghanistan as messianic, 
spreading Pax Americana.

Such activist US diplomacy 
had been discredited by Viet-
nam, and so Holbrooke was 
increasingly something of an 
anomaly – an anachronism 

– in the corridors of power. 
That explains the subtitle 
of this biography – “Richard 
Holbrooke and the end of the 
American century”.

The author, George Packer, 
argues that America largely 
withdrew from engagement 
with the wider world in the 
later 20th Century – and Hol-
brooke’s career is the prism 
through which he analyses 
that withdrawal.

Packer writes that “Pax 
Americana began to decay at 
its very height”, but he dates 
its final demise to 1998 when 
Clinton’s personal peccadillo 
with a White House intern 
completely overshadowed 
the business of government 
and pushed international 
problems off the radar of the 
American political establish-
ment.

This is an utterly brilliant 
book, written with style and 
panache, about a man who, 
notwithstanding his faults, 
represented what was best 
about America in its prime 
– when, to quote Packer: 
“America stood for some-
thing more than just its own 
power.”

Richard 
Holbrooke ‘in 
the field’ in 
Pakistan.

Lavery and Osborne: observing life

The Terrace at Cannes, Sir John Lavery (1931), courtesy collection of Maire and Maurice 
Foley.

allowing new views on both 
to emerge. Osborne, who 
lived in Rathmines, has 
always seemed to me a very 
domesticated artist, and 
that sense is reinforced here, 
though many of the pictures 
also show scenes he painted 
in England and Brittany.

❛❛Osborne 
...leaves a sense of a 
creative talent only 
partly expressed”

Lavery, on the other 
hand, stands in one’s mind 
as a society artist with an 

unusual eye for the exotic. 
The entrance to the show, 
however, is dominated by 
a large canvas called The 
Mother from about 1909, 
which has an immediate 
sense of intimacy and love 
which is quite moving. 

An Osborne sketch of 
Connemara is contrast with 
a Lavery showing the cliffs 
at Tangier. But if Osborne 
evinces a feeling of privacy 
observed, Lavery reflects 
high society, the worlds of 
Scott Fitzgerald and Somer-
set Maugham on the Riviera, 
or in a very striking image 
Winter in Florida, an emerg-

Primary Education, Walter Osborne (c.1886), Private 
collection, courtesy David Britton.

ing resort for the interna-
tional rich. Yet his paintings 
of North Africa blind one 
with the brilliant light of 
quite another world.

But in contrast both art-
ists created images of the 
dark green damp, always 
clouded corners of their 

native land, filling this exhi-
bition with fresh scenes and 
lovely situations.

Lavery lived to fulfil his 
ambitions in many direc-
tions (his record of the 
revolutionary decade for 
instance), but Osborne who 
died in 1903 at the age of 43, 

leaves a sense of a creative 
talent only partly expressed. 
The exhibition is well worth 
making a special effort to go 
out of one’s way to visit.

Visit the online exhibition 
at: www.huntmuseum.com/
lavery-osborne-exhibition. 
Tel: (061) 312 833.
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Bishops reminded 
God uses web too
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sterling, as a general indication of what purchasers may expect to pay.

“Popular opinion,” 
began K. 
Albert Little 
on his Twitter 

account @cordialcatholic a 
fortnight ago, continuing, 
“whomever is running the 
@USCCB twitter account is 
pretty much singlehandedly 
restoring the confidence 
of the laity in the clergy. 
Also, did I use ‘whomever’ 
correctly?”

Chicago-based Twitter 
stalwart Michael Bayer 
from @mbayer1248 astutely 
responded: “I can pretty 
much guarantee the 
person/team running point 
on this whole Twitter thing 
the last few days is not a 
member of the clergy.”

Indeed it wasn’t. Connie 
Poulos, who tweets from 
@Connie_Ann, has run the 
American bishops’ social 
media accounts for the past 
two years, but in the face 
of ongoing controversy 
around the hierarchy and 
the Church, the bishop’s 
Spring general assembly 
saw a different approach 
being taken.

“With all the recent 
things that have happened 
just before this particular 
meeting, we decided...let’s 
be out there,” Connie tells 
Michael O’Loughlin in a 
brilliant americamagazine.
org piece entitled ‘Want to 
rage-tweet the bishops? 
Their Twitter account is 
ready to listen’. 

❛❛ In truth, it 
has probably been 
centuries since the 
average informed 
Briton would 
have recognised 
a Corpus Christi 
procession”

One tweet in particular 
was meant to spur 
conversation, asking: “If 
you are a young Catholic 
who is still Catholic, what 
has made you stay?” With 
over 1,200 responses in just 
over 24 hours, what was 
all the more impressive 
was the extent to which 
the bishops’ twitter 
account engaged with the 
responses, when they were 
highly critical. 

Anyone serious about 
how the Church should 
engage on today’s ‘digital 

continent’ should study 
how the account has 
operated over recent 
weeks, thinking carefully 
about how our own bishops 
could consider how God 
“uses the internet to reach 
people”.

❊ ❊ ❊ ❊ ❊ ❊ ❊
A pointer as to the 
importance of this came 
just last week when Jess 
Brammar, executive editor 
of hu�  ngtonpost.co.u,  
tweeted a video of a Corpus 
Christi procession, and 
asked “What the actual…
is going on on Oxford Street 
right now?”

Journalist Sohrab Ahmari 
initially responded from 
@SohrabAhmari by saying 
“the Creator of the universe 
passed by you, only under 
the appearance of bread”, 
but then needlessly added: 
“Also, it’s a sad comment 
on the state of British 
education and journalism 
that the executive editor 
of HuffPo UK knows so 
little about the beliefs and 
liturgies of Christianity.”

In reality it’s nothing 
of the sort, as Niall Gooch 
pointed out from @niall_

gooch when retweeting 
the original @jessbrammar 
comment.

“I’m glad that at least 
some of the Christian 
comments on this weren’t 
snide. CC processions are 
not widely seen in the UK, 
and haven’t been for a very 
long time. It’s not an act of 
cultural ignorance to not 
recognise one,” he said, 
adding: “Catholics need 
to get out of the defensive 
crouch.”

❊ ❊ ❊ ❊ ❊ ❊ ❊

In truth, it has probably 
been centuries since the 
average informed Briton 
would have recognised a 
Corpus Christi procession, 
and it may not be help-
ing that misinformation 
about the age when British 
Catholicism was at its most 
robust continues to be 
rife. Dr Eleanor Parker, of 
Oxford’s Brasenose College, 
continues to be a constant 
source of online enlighten-
ment through her @Clerko-
fOxford twitter account.

It’s worth looking at her 
retweeting of a descrip-
tion of early Tudor Corpus 
Christi processions, and her 
fascinating June 16 disman-
tling of a section on relics in 
a documentary about medi-
eval Canterbury, showing 
in enthralling detail how 
recycled clichés – sectarian, 
misogynistic, racist clichés 
at that – can become part of 
our mental landscape.

“I don’t think the 
Channel 4 clip is 
consciously replicating 
Victorian prejudices,” 
she says. “But the act 
of selection – picking a 
few uncontextualised, 
unrepresentative items, 
on the principle that 
they sound weird – has 
been directly shaped by a 
profoundly biased tradition 
of scholarship.”

WebWatch
Greg Daly

The Battle of the Four 
Courts
by Michael Fewer 
(Head of Zeus, £20/€28)

Peter Costello
Easter Week in the GPO has 
been the subject of many 
books, providing a day by 
day, almost an hour by hour, 
account of what happened, 
if not why. The siege of the 
Four Courts in 1922 has not 
been so lucky. Yet studies 
of single events often 
illuminate the larger scene 
and the motivations of those 
involved in very revealing 
ways.

This account of the battle 
for the Four Courts is one 
of these. Michael Fewer is  
an architect by profession 
and he brings to account 
a trained eye on how 
buildings are made and how 
people move about in them. 

This, in fact, is one 
of the best books of the 
huge crop of tomes about 
the revolutionary decade 
because in contrast to 
a wide range of time, it 
focuses on a much smaller 
period. If you read nothing 
else about the period, read 
Michael Fewer.

Seizure
The seizure of the Four 
Courts by the Irregulars was 
intended very deliberately 
as a re-enactment of Easter 
week – posters to this 
effect appeared around 
the city centre at the time 
[picture]. But the strategic 
and military foolishness that 
led to the failure of 1916 was 
also repeated.

This is strange. After the 
disaster of 1867, “after the 
rebels were scattered and 
bate”, it was clear to the 
Republican movement that 
attempts to seize buildings 
and engage in fixed battles 

were a disaster. Only 
the “flying columns” 
that took to the hills 
had had any success, 
though not for long.

The lessons of 
history were there, 
but were not learned. 
The Irregulars seized the 
Liffey-side buildings, of 
which the Four Courts was 
the main one. 

 They allowed themselves 
to be besieged, with no real 
hope of breaking out or 
engaging their enemy in any 
real way.

When the Four Courts 
was taken a very ill-
disciplined group moved in. 
There was no real firm chain 
of command, or obedience. 
This was not an army, but 
a bravura adventure of 
individuals.

Eff ectiveness
Michael Fewer gives in this 
excellent book a carefully 
researched account of the 
day by day proceedings. 
He displays great expertise 
as regards to such things 
as the guns used by the 
Free State Army and their 
effectiveness. 

At first there was perhaps 
a desire to not hit too hard, 
as those on the other side 
were old friends.

However within the 
Four Courts elements 
were smuggling in petrol 
and explosives and laying 
them about the network 
of buildings with intent to 
kill and destroy in the last 
event. That came, of course, 
and the explosion under the 
national Record Office (the 
State Papers were over in 
Dublin Castle), scattered the 
record of 1,000 years of Irish 
history in fragments of torn 
paper and vellum all over 
the city centre.

Talking about this to the 
ageing Peadar O’Donnell in 

the 1970s, who had been 
one of the extremists in the 
garrison, I felt there was 
a sense, not of shame, but 
certainly an unwillingness 
to face a harsh truth about 
an event he was a leading 
figure in.

From this disaster some 
escaped. One of these was 
Liam Lynch himself. 

He was detained and 
questioned by Eoin O’Duffy. 
In a moment of aberration 
O’Duffy released him.

This was a gesture of 
good will perhaps. But it 
alloweed Lynch to escape to 
the South West and to fight 
another day. If only O’Duffy 
had kept him prisoner, the 
Civil War, and all the horrors 
it entailed, might not have 
been dragged out over 
not so much the next few 
months, but next few years.

The last act of the Irish 
revolution was the murder 
of Kevin O’Higgins in 
1927 – that finally brought 
some of the Republicans 
into the Dáil. Those left in 
the wilderness have to all 
intents and purposes have 
remained there. 

The Irish people in 
whose name all these 
people were acting decided 
for themselves they were 
sick of the fighting and 
dying, and settled for the 
boring grind, the necessary 
compromises of politics. 
Elections may not be quite 
as exciting as tearing a city 
apart, but it is what works 
in the end.

The story of The Battle of 
the Four Courts is an object 
lesson in Irish history.

Three days of siege that 
shook the Free State

● Elsewhere on the 
internet, Msgr Eric Barr 
asks ‘What in the world 
is Cardinal Burke doing?’ 
in a patheos.com/blogs/
ericbarr piece about the 
apparently progressive 
campaign to establish a 
“parallel magisterium”, 
while at wherepeteris.
com, Stephen Walford 
addresses the seemingly 
“endless stream of ‘doctri-
nal declarations’, ‘correc-
tions’, and ‘clarifications’ 
[that] continues to cause 
confusion and scandal 
for the Faithful” in a post 
entitled ‘A Warning from 
History: St Paul VI, the 
Magisterium, and Theol-
ogy’. As ever, it’s enlight-
ening stuff.
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Hunt Museum, The 
Custom House, 
Rutland St, Limerick, 
V94 EV8A Limerick
Exhibition continues to 
September 30, 2019
The catalogue (€25) is 
available from the museum. 

Peter Costello
The summer exhibition at 
Limerick’s Hunt Museum is 
just the thing for a family 
outing, a show which 
will introduce children 
and perhaps others to the 
delights of art. 

On display are paintings 
from two of Ireland’s most 
important and interesting 
artists of the turn of the 
19th Century: with images 
of Irish scenes, animals, 
children, elegant society 
ladies and exotic locations, 
this is a show with 
something for every taste. 

Both will be familiar to 
many, but this exhibition 
is special in that includes 
many items from private 
collections or little known 
galleries which will be 
difficult to see again in 
one place. Even for the 
aficionados of both artists 
there is nothing tired here, 
little sense of déjà vu. 

The show is arranged so 
that visitors can compare 
and contrast the two artists 

Our Man: Richard 
Holbrooke and the end 
of the American century
by George Packer 
(Jonathan Cape, £25/€30)

Felix M. Larkin

Richard C. Holbrooke, 
the subject of this 
biography, was a 
bombastic, egotisti-

cal, but immensely talented 
US diplomat who served at 
senior levels in the adminis-
trations of three Democratic 
presidents – Carter, Clinton 
and Obama.

He was earlier a relatively 
junior State Department offi-
cial in Vietnam, and the fail-
ure of US policy there marked 
him for the rest of his life.

During the Republican 
administrations of Reagan 
and the two Presidents Bush, 
he decamped to Wall Street – 
where he used his impressive 
range of contacts worldwide 
to open doors for bankers, 
though he knew nothing 
about banking and was inter-
ested only in public service.

He claimed to have been 
inspired by Kennedy’s exhor-
tation: “Ask not what your 

An unquiet American

country can do for you...”
Under President Clinton, 

he was responsible for nego-
tiating the Dayton Accords 
which ended the genocidal 
conflict in Bosnia in 1995.

Later, as Clinton’s ambas-
sador to the United Nations 
(UN), he secured the payment 
to the UN of huge arrears of 
funding due from the US 
which had been blocked by a 

hostile Congress in Washing-
ton – thus saving the UN from 
imminent dissolution.

Manner
However, his overbearing 
manner and personal inse-
curities made him a difficult 
colleague, and he never hid 
his contempt for most of his 
peers and superiors – and this 
is partly why he failed to real-

ise his ambition to become 
US Secretary of State, a job 
for which he was eminently 
qualified.

He died in 2010, aged 69, 
as Obama’s Special Repre-
sentative for Afghanistan – 
trying, without success, to 
broker a peace deal there as 
he had done at Dayton.

He was an old-fashioned 
US diplomat who believed 

that America had a mission 
to save the world for democ-
racy. He believed in what he 
called “the basic moral force 
that exists in the principles of 
our system of government” – 
that is, the US system of gov-
ernment.

❛❛This is an 
utterly brilliant 
book, written 
with style and 
panache” 

His heroes were the US 
diplomats who had “saved” 
Europe after the Second 
World War – Dean Acheson, 
George Kennan, Averell Har-
riman and others less well 
known – and he was a pro-
tégé of Dean Rusk, Secretary 
of State under Kennedy and 
Johnson. 

He saw his roles in Bosnia 
and Afghanistan as messianic, 
spreading Pax Americana.

Such activist US diplomacy 
had been discredited by Viet-
nam, and so Holbrooke was 
increasingly something of an 
anomaly – an anachronism 

– in the corridors of power. 
That explains the subtitle 
of this biography – “Richard 
Holbrooke and the end of the 
American century”.

The author, George Packer, 
argues that America largely 
withdrew from engagement 
with the wider world in the 
later 20th Century – and Hol-
brooke’s career is the prism 
through which he analyses 
that withdrawal.

Packer writes that “Pax 
Americana began to decay at 
its very height”, but he dates 
its final demise to 1998 when 
Clinton’s personal peccadillo 
with a White House intern 
completely overshadowed 
the business of government 
and pushed international 
problems off the radar of the 
American political establish-
ment.

This is an utterly brilliant 
book, written with style and 
panache, about a man who, 
notwithstanding his faults, 
represented what was best 
about America in its prime 
– when, to quote Packer: 
“America stood for some-
thing more than just its own 
power.”

Richard 
Holbrooke ‘in 
the field’ in 
Pakistan.

Lavery and Osborne: observing life

The Terrace at Cannes, Sir John Lavery (1931), courtesy collection of Maire and Maurice 
Foley.

allowing new views on both 
to emerge. Osborne, who 
lived in Rathmines, has 
always seemed to me a very 
domesticated artist, and 
that sense is reinforced here, 
though many of the pictures 
also show scenes he painted 
in England and Brittany.

❛❛Osborne 
...leaves a sense of a 
creative talent only 
partly expressed”

Lavery, on the other 
hand, stands in one’s mind 
as a society artist with an 

unusual eye for the exotic. 
The entrance to the show, 
however, is dominated by 
a large canvas called The 
Mother from about 1909, 
which has an immediate 
sense of intimacy and love 
which is quite moving. 

An Osborne sketch of 
Connemara is contrast with 
a Lavery showing the cliffs 
at Tangier. But if Osborne 
evinces a feeling of privacy 
observed, Lavery reflects 
high society, the worlds of 
Scott Fitzgerald and Somer-
set Maugham on the Riviera, 
or in a very striking image 
Winter in Florida, an emerg-

Primary Education, Walter Osborne (c.1886), Private 
collection, courtesy David Britton.

ing resort for the interna-
tional rich. Yet his paintings 
of North Africa blind one 
with the brilliant light of 
quite another world.

But in contrast both art-
ists created images of the 
dark green damp, always 
clouded corners of their 

native land, filling this exhi-
bition with fresh scenes and 
lovely situations.

Lavery lived to fulfil his 
ambitions in many direc-
tions (his record of the 
revolutionary decade for 
instance), but Osborne who 
died in 1903 at the age of 43, 

leaves a sense of a creative 
talent only partly expressed. 
The exhibition is well worth 
making a special effort to go 
out of one’s way to visit.

Visit the online exhibition 
at: www.huntmuseum.com/
lavery-osborne-exhibition. 
Tel: (061) 312 833.
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The Irish Catholic, St Marys, Bloomfield Avenue, Morehampton Road, Donnybrook, Dublin 4. Phone: 01 687 4024The Irish Catholic, 23 Merrion Square North, Dublin 2.  Phone: 01 687 4094

SERVICES
ALL UNWANTED home waste 
removed. Cookers, fridges, 
beds, suites, wardrobes, 
carpets etc. Removed and 
disposed of in a proper 
manner. No job too small or 
big. Contact Tommy, 
087 6406015.

THE THIRTY GREGORIAN MASSES
This IS the ancient custom, 
instituted by Pope Gregory the 
Great, of having 30 Masses 
said for one deceased person 
for release from Purgatory. Can 
also help in healing family tree. 
For information please phone 
087-9381997.

SCAPULARS & ROSARY BEADS
BROWN Scapulars & rosary 
beads – direct to you post 
free. The brown scapulars 
are made from pure wool and 
last for many years. €1.00 
each. With miraculous medal 
attached €1.30. (inc postage). 
Information leafl et also 

supplied. Any quantity. Rosary 
beads are excellent quality 
in glass / lustre in all colours. 
Also wooden Padre Pio beads. 
€1.00 each inc postage. 
Rosary leafl ets supplied. 
Any quantity.  Phone 
(00353) 087 9381997, info@
theopendoor.ie

ROOM TO LET
APARTMENT SHARE in 
Booterstown/Blackrock/UCD 
Area. Sincere lady, mid-50’s, 
RC, Irish looking to share 
accommodation with other 
like minded RC. Double room 
to let; however, for single 
occupancy only. Rent €750 
pcm. Please email patricia.
foley1@gmail.com

CATHOLIC CONNECTIONS
TOO BUSY TO DATE? But 
deep down wanting someone 
in your life? Wishing God would 
answer your prayers.  Call 
01 531 4997 to fi nd out how 
your prayers can be answered.

Please pray for the beatifi cation of

Little Nellie 
of Holy God

“May God enrich with every blessing all those 
who recommend frequent Communion to little 
boys and girls proposing Nellie as their model” 

– Pope St Pius X, June 4, 1912

BÓTHAR 
PLEASE REMEMBER BÓTHAR IN YOUR WILL. €1,800 
will allow us to give an Irish, in-calf, dairy heifer to a 
struggling family in Rwanda, completely transforming 
their lives. Your gift will live on for generations. Phone 
the offi ce on 061 414142 or info@bothar.ie

Make room in your Will, for the struggling communities  
we support, and you will help our Church to survive & flourish

To learn how, call Fiona 
on 01 497 2035 
or email fiona@wmi.ie

By remembering World Missions Ireland  
in your Will, you will leave a gift  

of hope for all God’s children

A beacon of hope to shine, 
because of you…because of you…

For Ireland’s homeless and hungry, 
Merchants Quay Ireland’s Riverbank Centre is 

last to close at night.  Those with nowhere to 

helping hand, and a fresh start, thanks to 
donations and legacies. 

Come for Tea and a Tour, in private while 
Riverbank is closed for a couple of hours. See 

uses donations and legacies to bring relief and 
hope. All welcome, bring a guest if you wish.

Ring Emma Murphy at 01-5240965 to be included 
on the guest list for the July 11th Tour.

Classifi ed Ads

Please remember 

THE IRISH HOSPICE FOUNDATION  

when making your will so that everyone   

 in Ireland will have access to hospice care one day. 

   

www.hospicefoundation.ie

Anna Sadlier at 01 679 3188 or 
anna.sadlier@hospicefoundation.ie

Contact: Please remember GOAL in your Will
42 years on we continue to deliver lifesaving support 
to the most vulnerable people in our world. Leaving a 

gift in your Will is priceless.

Contact Courtenay on
01 2809779 or via email at cpollard@goal.ie

Registered Charity No. 20010980; CHY 6271

Heated Pew Cushions
50 cents per hour of a church running costs
Pewheating.com
We heat the person not the air!
 
Tel: 01 4370944
 
Kovoschmidt & McCarthy
Patented. All Rights Reserved.
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Leisure time

     

Easy Hard
Sudoku Corner  288

Last week’s Hard 287 

Last week’s Easy 287

ACROSS 
1 Many a sailor gets the taxi (3)
3 The musicians who played 

“Nearer My God to Thee” as 
this order was given on the 
Titanic? (7,4)

8 Canopy (6)
9 How one stank, sir, is written 

in Asian language (8)
10 & 19d Use it to point out 

how one’s ex infringed (5,6)
11 Young salmon (5)
13 Fire found on a horse’s 

forehead? (5)
15 Aerial (7)
16 Chop an inch off the 

material (7)
20 Head-case! (5)
21 Vertical stretch of rock (5)
23 How the French may deride 

a German, by over-cooking 
hot egg starters (5)

24 A heavenly article featuring 
an ingredient (8)

25 & 24d Curvy French saint? 
(4,2,3)

26 Finding the good French 
between vehicles is an 
ecological phenomenon (6,5)

27 A type of bread or alcoholic 
spirit (3)

DOWN 
1 One who emphasises the 

gifts of the Spirit can dispel 
archaic mist (11)

2 The emeritus pope made 
a name for himself when 
he  bent dice like this! (8)

3 Add an extra wing to a 
complex, or appropriate 
some territory (5)

4 Bouquet that makes the 
hooter happy (7)

5 Fledglings may be found here 
in North-Eastern streets (5)

6 Agricultural instrument 
sourced in an English Public 
School (6)

7 Domesticated animal (3)
12 Ten refs’ fear that maybe 

there’s a price to be paid for 
adding to the team (8,3)

13 Prohibit cardinals by writing 
wedding notices (5)

14 Ms Barrymore was found in 
the street, Helen has written 
(5)

17 One keeping a bird of prey - 
for Lance, perhaps (8)

18 Part of Italy the British have 
nicknamed Chiantishire (7)

19 See 10 across
22 Page I fool about with (5)
23 Destitute (5)
24 See 25 across

ACROSS 
1 Hogwarts headmaster (10)
7 Not at any time (5)
8 You get this piece of paper 

when you pay for something 
(7)

9 Each and _____ one (5)
13 Serious; deserving your 

attention (9)
15 CD stands for compact 

____  (4)
17 This plant might sting you (6)
19 What you get when you add 

forty and forty (6)
20 Ahead of everyone else (5)

DOWN
1 Yellow weed (9)
2 Film (5)
3 Truck (5)
4 Coming from Holland (5)
5 Bird with a red breast (5)
6 Strike it to start a fi re (5)
10 Cock (7)
11 City road (6)
12 Finish (3)
14 Hold on _____, don’t let go! 

(5)
16 Weep (3)
18 Pixie (3)

CrosswordCrossword Junior Gordius 288 Gordius 409

 SOLUTIONS, JUNE 20
 GORDIUS No.408

Across – 1 Can  3 Magic carpet  8 Legion  9 Fair game  10 Bites  
11 Squid  13 Tonic  15 The Holy Roman Emperor  16 Bubonic 

plague  21 Smell  23 Dylan  24 November  25 Snooze  26 Window 
frame  27 Nut

Down – 1 Celebrities  2 Negative  3 Moons  4 Inferno  5 Acres  
7 Tie  12 Discernment  13 Tiler  14 Churn  17 Nail down  

19 Leaven  22 Limbo dance  24 New
 CHILDREN’S No.287

Across – 1 Basketball  6 Apologising  8 Key ring  10 Gun  11 ink  
13 Editor  16 Driving  17 Bee  18 Cosy  19 Faster

Down – 1 Blackbird  2 Story  3 Tag  4 Lying  5 Agent  7 Olive oil  
9 Going  12 Knits  14 Orbit  15 Deer

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11 12

13 14

15 16 17

18

19 20

21 22 23

24 25

26 27

26 Mountjoy Square, Dublin 1 
Ph:01 8552790 | email: fandl@iol.ie

www.familyandlife.org
www.prolife.ie

For further advice or to avail 
of our Solicitor’s free Wills 
service, please contact us 

today on

01-8552790

Family Life

Everything Family & Life does to save babies and 
strengthen the family relies on you and our other 
generous friends. This work has never been more 
needed.

A gift in your Will ensures that the most effective 
pro-life / pro-family organisations will continue 
working for the kind of society we all desire, and 
will  leave a loving mark on countless lives for 
years to come.

It’s easy to get started, and we’ll 
help you every step of the way.
Call Grace Kelly on 01 629 3333, 
email grace.kelly@trocaire.org 
or write to me at Trócaire, 
Maynooth, Co Kildare. 

When you remember 
Trócaire in your 
Will, you bring hope 
to people living in 
the world’s 
poorest places

One day, parents and their 
children will tell the story 
of how your legacy of love 
changed their lives.
Thank you for considering a 
gift to Trócaire in your Will.

Will the MSC Missions
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart bring hope to the

poorest people living in over 48 countries worldwide.

Contact:
MSC Missions Office, PO Box 23 Western Road, Cork.

Tel: 021 – 454 5704          Email: info@mscmissions.ie

www.mscmissions.ie

Please help us with a gift in your Will
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NOTICE 
THIS?

GET YOUR 
MESSAGE 
OUT TO 
90,000 
READERS!

The Irish Catholic
PREPAID CLASSIFIED AD COUPON

Minimum charge of €24.60 (inc. VAT) for 5 lines (25
words). Extra lines €4.92 each. 

Please print your advertisement in the coupon, placing ONE word in each space. Below, please print your name and
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SERVICES
ALL UNWANTED home waste 
removed. Cookers, fridges, 
beds, suites, wardrobes, 
carpets etc. Removed and 
disposed of in a proper 
manner. No job too small or 
big. Contact Tommy, 
087 6406015.

THE THIRTY GREGORIAN MASSES
This IS the ancient custom, 
instituted by Pope Gregory the 
Great, of having 30 Masses 
said for one deceased person 
for release from Purgatory. Can 
also help in healing family tree. 
For information please phone 
087-9381997.

SCAPULARS & ROSARY BEADS
BROWN Scapulars & rosary 
beads – direct to you post 
free. The brown scapulars 
are made from pure wool and 
last for many years. €1.00 
each. With miraculous medal 
attached €1.30. (inc postage). 
Information leafl et also 

supplied. Any quantity. Rosary 
beads are excellent quality 
in glass / lustre in all colours. 
Also wooden Padre Pio beads. 
€1.00 each inc postage. 
Rosary leafl ets supplied. 
Any quantity.  Phone 
(00353) 087 9381997, info@
theopendoor.ie

ROOM TO LET
APARTMENT SHARE in 
Booterstown/Blackrock/UCD 
Area. Sincere lady, mid-50’s, 
RC, Irish looking to share 
accommodation with other 
like minded RC. Double room 
to let; however, for single 
occupancy only. Rent €750 
pcm. Please email patricia.
foley1@gmail.com

CATHOLIC CONNECTIONS
TOO BUSY TO DATE? But 
deep down wanting someone 
in your life? Wishing God would 
answer your prayers.  Call 
01 531 4997 to fi nd out how 
your prayers can be answered.

Please pray for the beatifi cation of

Little Nellie 
of Holy God

“May God enrich with every blessing all those 
who recommend frequent Communion to little 
boys and girls proposing Nellie as their model” 

– Pope St Pius X, June 4, 1912

BÓTHAR 
PLEASE REMEMBER BÓTHAR IN YOUR WILL. €1,800 
will allow us to give an Irish, in-calf, dairy heifer to a 
struggling family in Rwanda, completely transforming 
their lives. Your gift will live on for generations. Phone 
the offi ce on 061 414142 or info@bothar.ie

Make room in your Will, for the struggling communities  
we support, and you will help our Church to survive & flourish

To learn how, call Fiona 
on 01 497 2035 
or email fiona@wmi.ie

By remembering World Missions Ireland  
in your Will, you will leave a gift  

of hope for all God’s children

A beacon of hope to shine, 
because of you…because of you…

For Ireland’s homeless and hungry, 
Merchants Quay Ireland’s Riverbank Centre is 

last to close at night.  Those with nowhere to 

helping hand, and a fresh start, thanks to 
donations and legacies. 

Come for Tea and a Tour, in private while 
Riverbank is closed for a couple of hours. See 

uses donations and legacies to bring relief and 
hope. All welcome, bring a guest if you wish.

Ring Emma Murphy at 01-5240965 to be included 
on the guest list for the July 11th Tour.
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 in Ireland will have access to hospice care one day. 

   

www.hospicefoundation.ie

Anna Sadlier at 01 679 3188 or 
anna.sadlier@hospicefoundation.ie

Contact: Please remember GOAL in your Will
42 years on we continue to deliver lifesaving support 
to the most vulnerable people in our world. Leaving a 

gift in your Will is priceless.

Contact Courtenay on
01 2809779 or via email at cpollard@goal.ie

Registered Charity No. 20010980; CHY 6271

Heated Pew Cushions
50 cents per hour of a church running costs
Pewheating.com
We heat the person not the air!
 
Tel: 01 4370944
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Hearing the call as we stand at our own ‘gable wall’
Notebook Fr Vincent Sherlock

“THERE WERE PEOPLE of all 
ages, gathered ‘round the gable 
wall”, so begins Dana’s wonderful 
hymn telling the story of the Knock 
Apparition of August 1879. It’s a 
lovely image of Church – people 
of all ages, gathered, content to be 
with one another and respectful.

I often think that the church, 
the parish church, is quite likely 
the only building in the parish 
where this happens on a regular 
basis. There are places where 
groups gather, for sure, during 
the week: parent and toddler 
groups, active retired, soccer 
teams, Gaelic training, social 
dancing, etc. but in the church, the 
ages are all represented from the 
oldest parishioner present to the 
youngest babe in arms. There is 
something very right about this – 
long may the ‘gable wall’ of all our 
churches be places of gathering.

As I write these words, I am 
in Glencomeragh House, Co. 
Waterford, coming to the final 
hours of a diocesan retreat with 
some priests of the Diocese of 
Cloyne. The days have been good, 
and I have enjoyed meeting these 
men, only two of whom I’d known 
before this week. We have spent 
a bit of time together, reflecting 
on priesthood and the road that 

we too are travelling together. 
One of the men, this very day, 
celebrated the 64th anniversary 
of his ordination and he is two 
years junior to another one of the 
retreatants. From a man ordained 
66 years to me, ordained 32, 

Family Mission, together with a 
resident priest and team leaders, 
give this time to deepening their 
faith and recognising Christ’s place 
in their lives. 

The first young man I met on 
Sunday evening told me that he 
is going to Spain in September 
in preparation for entering the 
seminary next year. Though 
Sunday was drawing to a close, 
he gave me such hope. He was so 
happy and clearly looking forward 
to what the future might hold and 
totally sincere in his decision and 
desire to be a priest.

Another young man spoke of 
meeting a girl at a Youth 2000 
retreat, who three years later is 
his wife. His happiness, too, was 
palpable. Young men and women, 
from Ireland and beyond, served 
us food during the week and the 
food, welcome as it was, paled 
in comparison to their joy and 

contentment. 
There is no denying the Lord 

is at work, calling, calling, calling 
to people of “all ages” to gather 
at the gable wall and, having 
gathered, to go out and spread the 
good news. 

Religious life
For some this may include 
priesthood or religious life but 
for the majority, I think, it will 
mean bringing their Faith to the 
highways and byways of life, to 
their places of work and relaxation 
that others too may come to 
recognise Christ and welcome him 
as they so clearly have.

It’s likely that church personnel 
might change, roles may be 
re-defined but, from what I’ve 
seen this week, from priests in 
their 90s to young people in their 
late teens and 20s, the Church is 
alive.

● BUMPS AND SPILLS: Recently someone shared 
with me an interesting thought. Imagine drinking a 
mug of coffee and someone bumping into you, causing 
the coffee to spill. The only reason the coffee spills is 
because it is in the mug. Equally were the contents 
of the mug tea, water or any other beverage, they too 
would spill. The contents spilt are whatever is in the 
mug.

Likewise, the thought ran, when someone bumps 

against us, what spills is what is within so if we react 
with anger, the truth is that anger is the main content of 
our ‘mug’. Equally, rudeness or hostility of any kind. If, 
on the other hand, we are content in ourselves, gracious 
and at peace – that’s what will spill out when we are 
inevitably bumped into. I’m paraphrasing someone 
else’s thought but only because I wanted to remember 
and share it. 

There’s something being said here…

we have reflected on the bond 
that joins us – the bond that is 
priesthood. 

Only three of the men 
attending were in the seminary in 
the same decade as myself. It’s fair 
to say, we are a seasoned group! 
A group, nonetheless, gathered 
in the belief that our ministry 
is of significance and that what 
we do continues to matter and 
always has the potential to make a 
difference.

Decisions
What has struck me very much 
since coming here is a group 
of young people who live in 
this place, as their home, for 
an academic year. During that 
time, they seek to deepen their 
own Faith, look at their lives and 
make – quite likely – life-changing 
decisions about their future.

Young men and women of Holy 

Address

Name (Rev. Mr. Mrs. Miss) (Block letters please)

To donate online go to 
tinyurl.com/lwadonations 

NEEDS OF MISSIONARIES

HOLY MASS OFFERINGS 
(Please state number _______ )

                           LITTLE WAY ADMIN EXPENSES 

 IC/06/27

DONATIONS FOR THE 
MISSIONS ARE SENT WITHOUT 

DEDUCTION FOR  ANY 
EXPENSES.

Please tick if you would like an acknowledgement

 
 

SISTERS CARING FOR
ORPHANS AND DISABLED

CHILDREN ARE IN
FINANCIAL CRISIS

 

 

The Theresian Sisters run a small rural hospital in 

the Catholic Archdiocese of Lilongwe, Malawi.  

The Sisters have had a special care for orphans 

and disabled children for many years but the 

number needing help has greatly increased 

recently, due to the loss of parents to HIV/AIDS.  

Sister Perpetua, Sister in charge of the hospital, 

for help: “With the financial crisis we are in, we 

the children unless some people of good-will lend 

us a hand as soon as possible”.

The Sisters need to improve the sustainability 

of their work now and in the future. They 

want to set up a pig farming project to benefit 

the hospital and to help the poorest families in 

the area.  Can you be a “person of good-will” 

for these Sisters and the children they care for?  

THE LITTLE WAY ASSOCIATION, Sacred Heart House  
119 Cedars Rd, Clapham Common, London SW4 0PR

(Registered Charity No. 235703) Tel 0044 20 76 22 0466
www.littlewayassociation.com

I enclose €.......... to be allocated to:

THERESIAN SISTERS CARING 
FOR ORPHANS AND NEEDY FAMILIES

Crossed POs and cheques should be sent and made payable to:

LITTLE WAY 
THERESIAN CENTRES

WOULD YOU LIKE TO 
VOLUNTEER AT ONE OF 

OUR HOUSES?

Promoting the message of
St Thérèse, praying for the 

missions and offering 
accommodation to pilgrims 

wishing to spend a few
days in private prayer at a 

Marian shrine.
For reservations please contact:

The work involves general 
house-keeping duties, 

providing guests with a light 
breakfast, prayer and 
welcoming pilgrims.

If this work appeals to you, 
and you could offer one month 

of your time, please write to 
us giving details, experience 

and a contact number.

KNOCK:
Tel. 094 9388406

Mobile: 08525 47285
Email:

littlewaycentreknock@gmail.com

WALSINGHAM:
Tel: (0044) 1328 820 222 

Email: 
thelittleway.org@btconnect.com

Email:

thelittleway.org@btconnect.com

the Catholic Archdiocese of Lilongwe, Malawi.  

The Sisters have had a special care for orphans 

and disabled children for many years but the 

number needing help has greatly increased 

recently, due to the loss of parents to HIV/AIDS.  

Sister Perpetua, Sister in charge of the hospital, 

for help: “With the financial crisis we are in, we 
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