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‘We need rehab not more prison’ Profifers

facing vigil ban
-with a smile

: Jason Osborne

Chai Brady and
Ruadhan Jones

‘Derry Girls’ step up for the parish...

Pleas to help those suffering from
addiction are falling on deaf ears as
jail rather than rehab becomes the
default option, a nun working with
prisoners’ families has warned.

Presentation Sister Imelda
Wickham urged the Government
to stop letting reports on justice
reform “gather dust” on shelves and
address the need for a comprehen-
sive review of the criminal justice
system.

Sr Imelda told The Irish Catholic
that it has been recognised for dec-
ades that prison should be a meas-
ure of last resort. “It is used today as
the only resort,” she said.

“Mental illness and addiction are
not criminal justice issues, they are
medical issues - we need to set up
drug rehabilitation centres for those
with addictions not more prison,”
she said insisting that rehabilita-
tion is “more effective and serves
the needs of everyone”.

“But all the pleas are falling
on deaf ears...we could paper
O’Connell Street with all the reports
and recommendations - but noth-
ing gets done,” she said.

Her comments come as the Gov-
ernment has announced plans to
move towards minimum sentences
for very serious crimes.

Veteran social justice cam-
paigner Fr Micheal MacGréil S]
insisted that “before they do any-

: The pro-life community in the North
: has vowed to continue standing up
* against abortion despite a new law on
: ‘exclusion zones’ aimed at silencing
: protests and prayer vigils.

: Derry-based activist Margaret Dev-
: lin told The Irish Catholic that pro-lif-
: ers have been “galvanised” by the ban
: and will not be intimidated.

A regular at prayer vigils outside
¢ clinics providing abortion, Ms Devlin
: said the community is “all onboard
: and willing to take whatever comes”.
: “We would see it as: no matter
: what persecution comes to us it’s not
: going to be as bad as what happens to
: awee baby,” she said of possible crimi-
¢ nal sanctions.
¢ “Ifit means the difference between
: alife and death, what can you do? You
: have to challenge these things. You
¢ can’tjust say, ‘Well that’s that, we don’t
: go there anymore’,” Ms Devlin said.

:  The law making pro-life presence
: outside abortion providers illegal by
: establishing so-called ‘safe zones’
: around the premises was passed in
: the Northern Assembly March 24 by
55 votes to 29.

i Ms Devlin hit out at the move as an
: “attack” on free assembly and the right
: to pray freely, calling it an “unjust law”.
¢ Sinn Fein, the SDLP, Alliance and
: the UUP were among parties in favour
. of the Green Party legislation. But the

thing, they should look at the prison  students from St Patrick’s College Maghera, Co. Derry, attend the 15th annual John Paul Il awards : DUP said it was strongly opposed to
system. ceremony in St Eugene’s Cathedral, Derry. : it, arguing it could affect the rights of
» Continued on Page 2 ! people to protest.
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ties to meet.

communications brought
about by zoom and other
online platforms. Others
have embraced the idea of
working from home with
an enthusiasm scarcely
seen since the time of the
Apostles.

The ‘new normal’, we
are told, is a creative way
of seeing communication
and interpersonal rela-
tions. And, of course, who
can fail to see the obvious
benefits of being able to
‘e-meet’ people over the
internet when it is impos-
sible to meet in person?

But the virtual world,
whatever its benefits, is a
very shallow and hollow
alternative to real life.

Necessitated

The rush to virtual real-
ity necessitated in some
ways by the pandemic
also tragically comes at a
time when many younger
people had already been
fleeing the real world and
spending more and more
time online. Youth clubs
and other activities (now
known as in-person) had
been struggling even
before Covid-19. The
technologies that we
have allowed to dominate
every home in the coun-
try and every teenager’s
consciousness are at one

Many have hailed the revolution in

‘We need rehab
not more prison’

» Continued from Page 1

“I think that jail is being
used as punishment - that is
not its function. It’s function
is curtailment and rehabili-
tation”.

“Imprisonment increases
crime, because in a way the
prison can become a uni-
versity for crime. Whereas,
it should be an occasion
where people who have
been found guilty of crime
are restored and rehabili-
tated,” Fr MacGréil told The
Irish Catholic.

Former head prison chap-
lain Fr Fergal MacDonagh
also warned that addiction
is one of the key problems
not being addressed in con-
versations about criminal
justice.

“The high recidivism rate
is generally related to anti-
social behaviour, burglary and
drug offences...they are all
because the offender has an
addiction. If you hold them in
prison, even keep them clean
in prison and you stop drugs
getting in - which is almost
impossible - they are released
back out into a society and
return to the same environ-
ment they became addicted in.

Behaviour

“You must address the
offending behaviour because
locking him up in prison
hasn’t taught him or her
anything, it hasn’t improved
how they interact because
the underlying issue has
not been dealt with and the

underlying issue is addic-
tion,” he said.

Sr Imelda, who worked as
a prison chaplain for many
years before founding a
support group for prisoners’
families called New Direc-
tions, said that society needs
to move from a “punative
approach towards one that
prioritises restorative justice
and healing.

“Victims must be central
- a model based on restora-
tive justice is one that would
better serve the needs of vic-
tims as well as the perpetra-
tors.

“Continuing to apply the
same solutions that are not
working is contributing to
a more unjust society,” she
told The Irish Catholic.

=

level colluding to imprison
and alienate our younger
people. How many teenag-
ers and young adults now
prefer playing video games
with faceless strangers

via fibre optic rather than
having to get to know a real
person.

66 The ‘new

normal’, we are
told, is a creative
way of seeing
communication
and interpersonal
relations”

The metrics by which we
normally judge the wellbe-
ing of young people are
fascinating: the number
of teenagers having sex
has been coming down in
recent years, the numbers
of younger people report-
ing alcohol abuse is also
decreasing. On the face of
it, these are encouraging
trends - but they also point
to the fact that younger peo-
ple are more isolated and
therefore less likely to be in
the company of one another
to experience mischief
together.

A columnist in a national
newspaper who is in her
early 20s recently opined
about how ‘offensive’ it is
now to call people of her
generation on the telephone
unless it has been pre-
arranged. Better to send a
WhatsApp message, she
said - as if the soulless ping
of a mobile phone is any
substitute for the warmth of
a human voice.

The sad thing for people
embracing this life as the
‘new normal’ is that they
do not notice what they are
missing. A friend told me
that he now cuts his own
hair at home rather than

¥ T,

>

going to the barbershop.
The results are mixed,

shall we say. But he seems
entirely unaware of the fact
that his chit-chat in the
shop with fellow customers
and the barber contributed
anything to his life.

Slab

Another friend now buys

a slab of cans on a Friday
night rather than going to
the pub and sits alone at
home drinking them while
watching boxsets from
Netflix. It’s not because he
can no longer afford to go
to the pub, but he finds it
“handier” he says to just
have the beers at home. It’s
sad to me that he believes
that meeting his friends

in the pub offered nothing
discernible to his life.

66 The virtual
world, whatever
its benefits, is a
very shallow and
hollow alternative
to real life”

The trend is affecting
workplaces, too. I have
some friends who haven’t
been to work in over two
years - opting to con-
tinue working from home
long after that particular
innovation served any use-
ful purpose. “I don’t miss
out on anything at all,”
one confidently told me
recently. How awful for her,
I thought, to have worked
with such dull or horrible
people in such an awful
workplace to miss abso-
lutely nothing about her
working life.

I do appreciate concerns
about a work-life balance,
hellish commutes and more
creative childcare arrange-
ments - but I suspect that

We must long to breathe the
fresh air of human contact

s a journalist, one of the

great barriers to working

as effectively as one would

have liked during Covid-19
was the lack of ‘in person’ opportuni-

=] Editor’s Comment

Michael Kelly

the more discerning citi-
zens are acutely aware of
what they miss in isolation.
St Francis de Sales used
the phrase ‘cor ad cor loqui-
tur’ meaning ‘heart speaks to
heart’ to discuss the relation-
ship between a Christian and
God. But this is not just true
of the vertical relationship to
our Creator - it is also true of
the horizontal relationships
in families, between friends,
work colleagues and even
casual strangers we meet
in coffee shops or at the
barbers.

66 I do appreciate
concerns about a

work-life balance,
hellish commutes
and more
creative childcare
arrangements”

In a speech in 2011, Pope
Benedict XVI warned about
the prevalent isolation in
modern society “which
recognises nothing beyond
mere functionality [and]
resembles a concrete bun-
ker with no windows, in
which we ourselves provide
lighting and atmospheric
conditions, being no longer
willing to obtain either
from God’s wide world.

“And yet we cannot hide
from ourselves the fact
that even in this artificial
world, we are still covertly
drawing upon God'’s raw
materials, which we refash-
ion into our own products.
The windows must be flung
open again, we must see
the wide world, the sky and
the earth once more and
learn to make proper use of
all this,” the Pontiff said.

More than anything else,
the Pope said, we must hear
“a cry for fresh air which
must not be ignored or
pushed aside”.

We Christians believe
this comes ultimately from
a living relationship with
God, but also in commun-
ion with those with whom
we share our lives, loves
and this finite planet.

© To join Friends of The
Irish Catholic and sup-
port Catholic journalism,
please phone the office
on 01 6874094 for more
information or to make a
contribution.
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Dublin airport make a meal of Jesus-sausage tweet

Ruadhan Jones

Having initially defended
a tweet that was widely
criticised as making fun of
Jesus’ name, the Dublin Air-
port Authority have backed
down and removed it fol-
lowing massive backlash.

While thousands of pas-
sengers raged at delays in
security queues that caused
some to miss their flights,
Dublin Airport’s Twitter
page responded March 29
to a follower who tweeted
the airport asking, “Any
update on the lack of sau-
sages in terminal 2?7, say-
ing: “No, but did you know
that if you say ‘Jesus’ back-
wards it sounds like sau-
sage.”

Offensive

The joke caused immediate
upset, with many calling it
offensive and inappropri-
ate, particularly as reports
came in of “crazy” queues
causing “ridiculous” wait-
ing times.

Patrick Kelly wrote to Dub-
lin Airport, saying the “tweet
was offensive and inappropri-
ate” and added that Dublin
Airport “needs to apologise
to Christians and remove the
tweet. Today. It would pay

you better to sort out the
chaos up in the airport.”

Following a query from
The Irish Catholic news-
paper March 30, the DAA
initially stood over the
Tweet, saying it was “dis-
appointing” that some were
interpreting the joke to be
offensive.

“The tweet was a light-
hearted response to a light-
hearted question about
sausages,” the DAA’s spokes-
person Graeme McQueen
told this paper.

“It is disappointing to
see attempts being made
to interpret the tweet as
having any deeper meaning
than that.”

The tweet remained on
Dublin Airport’s feed for a
further 24 hours after our
inquiry, before being taken
down.

Following a further
query from this paper, Mr
McQueen confirmed the
tweet had been removed as
“some Twitter users seemed
to be taking offence to it”.

“We apologise if the tweet,
which was intended as a
light-hearted response to a
light-hearted question about
sausages, offended anyone,”
Mr McQueen said, adding that
“this was never our intention”.

Heavy queues seen at
Dublin airport last week.
Photo: Twitter

Beloved actress June
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Recently deceased actress June Brown as Dot Cotton of the British soap opera Eastenders
offering Christian counsel to a fellow resident.

Brandon Scott

British actress June Brown,
who most notably played the
role of the chain-smoking
Christian Dot Cotton on the
soap opera Eastenders for 31
years, wanted to be remem-
bered for her devout commit-
ment to her faith above any of
her acting distinctions.

The soap icon who died on
Monday confessed in 2014 to
BBC's Sunday Morning Live
that she purposely altered
scripts written for her Dot
character to include references
to Christian ideals which mir-

rored her own personal con-
victions.

“I think I've made Dot more
like me,” she said. “It's something
I've done which I don’t approve
of because I think you should
play characters like they're writ-
ten but they don’t always write
the prayers and the behaviour
for a Christian into it.

“And I'm afraid that I
have changed it [the script].
Her faith and my faith have
changed her.”

The character of Mrs
Cotton was one regularly seen
with an accompanying Bible
or extending her Christian

counsel to the residents of
Albert Square, but in spite of
this, Mrs Brown lamented
that she didn’t always feel
that scriptwriters were able
to successfully translate the
essence of Christianity to a wider
audience saying that she “can
tell if the script has been written
by an atheist or an agnostic” as
opposed to a Christian.

“She [Dot] was a kindergar-
ten Christian, someone who
thinks of God as being a man
in the sky, someone who has
no real knowledge and hasn’t
really bothered to try and read
anything,” she said.

Journey’s End,
Colm Keane’s last
book on the subject
of death and dying.
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Richer nations must heed UN climate
warnings to avoid ‘catastrophic impacts’

Chai Brady

Church-charity Trécaire has said a
report released this week on climate
change is a “clarion call” for rich
countries to respond or the “impacts
will be catastrophic”.

A UN report, published on Mon-
day, has said there is less than three
years left for humanity to halt harm-
ful climate emissions. There is also
less than 10 years left to cut them in
half, it stated.

The IPCC (Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change) report
warned climate change is already

causing “increasingly irrevers-
ible losses, in terrestrial, freshwater
and coastal and open ocean marine
ecosystems” and extreme weather
has increased food and water inse-
curity.

Trécaire CEO, Caoimhe de Barra,
said the report comes at a time when
the world is “sliding backwards” on
its climate commitments.

“There are no two ways about
it. A phase out of fossil fuels must
begin now, not in 10 years’ time. It
is crystal clear that if we continue on
this path, the impacts will be cata-
strophic and will be seen in a mas-
sive loss of lives and livelihoods,

mass displacement of communities,
and a further breakdown in biodi-
versity, ecosystems and food secu-
rity,” she said.

Ms de Barra said the global south
is bearing the brunt of climate
impacts, including droughts, floods,
famines, storms, sea level rise and
death, and while it contributes least
to climate change it suffers more
than 90% of its impacts, and 98% of
the deaths associated with climate
breakdown.

Food and water shortages can be
seen in Somalia, where 4.3 million
people are now severely affected by
the ongoing drought.

“This report makes clear that
the richest nations have not taken
adequate climate mitigation actions
in time. The world’s richest 10% are
responsible for nearly half of all
emissions, while the world’s poor-
est account for just 12%. Countries in
the global north must now step up
to support a fair and fast transition
to renewable energy, phase-out fos-
sil fuel subsidies, infrastructure and
production, while increasing climate
finance flows to poorer countries,”
Ms de Barra said.

“Increasing support to the poor-
est countries to enable them to take
action is not only a moral imperative

and a political and legal obligation
under the Paris Agreement but it is
also a practical necessity if global cli-
mate goals are to be achieved.”

Ms de Barra added that climate
justice and human rights must
be at the heart of climate action
and Ireland needs to adopt a much
stronger leadership role at EU and
international level to support these
changes.

Harmful emissions rose 12% since
2010, 54% since 1990, and are now
higher than at any point in human
history.

Daughter of assassinated Free State leader

Brandon Scott

Sr Mary Kevin O'Higgins, the daughter
of politician Kevin O’Higgins who was
assassinated by anti-Treaty members
while journeying to Mass in Booters-
town, Dublin, passed away last week at
the age of 98.

Born in Government Buildings on the
June 7, 1923, Sr O’Higgins was four years

of age before tragedy struck her family in
the form of her father’s assassination, a
day which she was still “vividly” able to
recall in her later years.

After graduating with a first-class
honours degree in law from UCD, Sr
O’Higgins abruptly diverged from the
path she had forged and decided to enter
the Carmelite Sisters order in Blackrock
in 1945 to become a contemplative nun
- arole that she ultimately fulfilled until

spent as a professed member.

St Laurence O’Toole, Kilmacud.

A synodal chat
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Fr John Carroll, Joe Bridges and Aidan Roche have a chat at a synodality gathering in the Wexford deanery of Ferns
diocese. Attended by over 250 people, the meeting was held in White’s Hotel in Wexford on Monday April 4 at 7.30pm.

Jason Osborne

Rachel Mulcahy was served
with an interim injunction fol-

tion is to be heard at Laganside
court later this month.

Fake nun barred from

and ‘caring’ contemplative nun passes (98) gCl"“ard Monastery

the end of her life, of which 75 were :
¢ Awoman dressed as a nun has

Remembering her in tribute, Fine : been banned by a court from

Gael TD Charlie Flanagan referred to Sr going within 150 yards of Clo-

p— « : nard Monastery.
O’Higgins as someone who was “most : Iy

kind and caring” and who experienced :

“momentous change” throughout her : . .
life. St O'Higgins f | Mass took bl ¢ lowing complaints from some
1e.Thr dlggll\l;[s ulile‘;r]a. a:ls 81(1) <phace; : priests at Clonard about her
on Thursday, viarc  In the Church o : disruptive behaviour, and an

: application for a full injunc-

Wearing a brown habit, Ms
Mulcahy had disrupted a num-
ber of services at the Belfast
church. Speaking to Sunday
Life however, Ms Mulcahy said
she was praying for the souls of
the parishioners and priests at
Clonard Monastery.

Regularly seen dancing to
religious songs in Belfast city
centre, Ms Mulcahy was also
spotted dancing to religious
music outside the GPO in Dub-
lin in March, videos of which
went viral on social media.

IHF launch Pledge to Plant appeal
to fund crucial hospice care

The Irish Hospice Foun-
dation has launched its
Pledge to Plant appeal to
help raise funds to deliver
care to nursing homes for
those facing their final days.

The appeal encourages
supporters to plant seeds
and grow flowers, plants
and vegetables to sell to
raise “vital funds”, the IHF
said in a statement.

This year, the IHF will

invest over €1 million in its
nurses for night care ser-
vice, which delivers nurs-
ing care into the homes of
those facing their final days.

“Funds raised from the
Pledge to Plant campaign
will go towards the running
costs of this crucial national
service and end-of-life
work across the country,”
the IHF said.

Bikers’ Memorial to return after

three years

The Bikers’ Memorial, an
annual memorial Mass
remembering motorcyclists
who have passed on the
roads, will return on Friday
May 6 at 8pm in the Sacred
Heart Church, Clones, Co.
Monaghan.

The Mass will also be an
opportunity to celebrate
the life of former motorcy-

clist enthusiast and com-
mittee member Fr John
Kearns, who passed away
on December 20, 2021.

The memorial this year
will be concelebrated by
Fr Stephen Joyce, Fr Tony
Conlan, Canon Helen Steed
Church of Ireland and Fr Jim
Moore PP of Clones parish.

Follow The Irish

Catholic on Twitter

[rishCathNews
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ow can a Church-

man stand by

Vladimir Putin and

justify his utterly
brutal attack on Ukraine? But
the Russian ‘pope’, Patriarch
Kirill has made it clear that he
is fully aligned with Mr Putin
and his ideological position —
that Kyiv is essentially a part
of Russia, in culture, religion
and tradition.

“It is my firm belief that
[the conflict’s] initiators are
not the peoples of Russia
and Ukraine, who came from
one Kyevan baptismal font,

” ‘Mary Kenny

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Russian Orthodox
Patriarch Kirill of Moscow. Photo: CNS

are united by common faith,
common saints and prayers,
and share common historical
fate,” he has written. He went
on to reiterate the view of Mr
Putin that “the NATO member
states have been building up
their military presence, disre-
garding Russia’s concerns that
these weapons may one day
be used against it.”

Condemned

The former Archbishop of
Canterbury, Rowan Williams
- who will speak at May-
nooth later this month - has

condemned Patriarch Kirill’s
stance and suggests the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church should
be expelled from the World
Council of Churches (the WCC
is an international body of
Christian churches comprising
352 denominations. The Cath-
olic Church is not a member
but works closely in fraternal
support of the group, which
includes all the Orthodox).

Dr Williams cannot accept
that there have been no words
of compassion or regret about
the horrific scenes we have
witnessed in Ukraine. “I'm still
waiting for any senior voices in
the Russian Orthodox hierarchy
to say that the slaughter of the
innocent in war is condemned
unequivocally by all forms of
Christianity.” He added that he
couldn’t understand and “can’t

aggressive, unprincipled act of
violence against a neighbour-
ing Christian nation.”

Yet a state Church is almost
invariably aligned with the
apparatus of the state. The
Russian Orthodox church was
established by a Czar, and has,
throughout the centuries, been

part of the Russian realm. Ina :
: expected will be easy to
: accommodate though the
! numbers may turn out to be

much milder way, the Lutheran
churches of the Nordic coun-
tries are state religions: Crown

and altar are intertwined. The
Church of England is in a simi-
lar position.

Tradition

Obviously, western European
Churchmen have a greater tra-
dition of free speech, and do
not feel the need to defer to the
state: but they are nonetheless
part of the state establishment.
The 26 Anglican Bishops who
sit in the House of Lords are,
literally, the establishment.

The Catholic Church, even
where it was closely inter-
twined with the faith and tra-
ditions of a nation, has never
been part of machinery of
state. It regards itself as having
a universal remit.

I'm not sure if the 200,000

The problem with a state religion...

At Westminster, the late
Cardinal Cormac Murphy
O’Connor did, I understand, get
an approach from the powers
that be about joining the Angli-
can bishops in the House of
Lords. It was felt that it would
show ‘diversity’ to have a cardi-
nal on the red benches. Cormac
would not have been averse,
but Rome said - no way! Cath-
olic clergy are not part of any
political structure.

It seems deplorable that
Patriarch Kirill cannot at
least exercise his influence to
restrain the onslaughts in this
inhumane war. But the Rus-
sian Patriarch will always be
in partnership with the Rus-
sian Czar.

An Irish welcome

begin to condone...a nakedly s heart-warming to hear of

: so many Irish people ready to
¢ extend the ‘céad mile failte’ to
: the afflicted Ukrainian refu-
: gees. British commentators
: have been impressed by the
: numbers being helped in Ire-
: land, and the swiftness of the
: official Irish response.

less. It’s also likely that when
this terrible war is over, many
Ukrainians will, naturally, want
to return to their own country.

Back in 1956, Irish people
were also welcoming to Hun-
garian refugees who had fled
after the Hungarian uprising
was crushed by Soviet tanks,
and the last radio signals were
silenced after the forlorn cry
“For the sake of God and free-
dom, help Hungary!”

® So Michael O’Leary, pugna-
cious boss of Ryanair, hopes
that his children will choose
to be farmers, and he plans
to leave them just enough
funds - and 250 acres - to
start a life on the land (his
eldest son is studying agri-
culture science).

Mr O’Leary’s parents and
grandparents were farmers
- and equipped him with a
fine education at Jesuit-run
Clongowes Wood to launch
his own career.

I think it's great to
encourage young people to
go into agriculture. Ireland
will always need farmers,
and a life on the land can be
a wonderful life.

But Ireland was a poor coun-
try in the mid-1950s, and Irish
emigration was rife. The issue,
at that time, wasn’t so much
accommodation as jobs - there
justweren't the job opportunities
to sustain substantial Hungarian
immigration to Ireland. Many
eventually moved on to Canada—
although one famous Budapest
hairdresser ‘Janos’ remained in
his Dublin premises, just off
Grafton Street, for many years.

#bemoreatMIC

Global Researchers

Advancing Catholic Education

Global Researchers Advancing Catholic Education (G.R.A.C.E.) Project
at Mary Immaculate College, in association with Boston College,

University of Notre Dame (Australia) and St Mary’s University London,
are pleased to announce:

All Hallows Trust PhD Scholarship in Catholic Education
One scholarship at €80,000. Closing date 1 May 2022.

Nano Nagle Bursaries for the MA in Christian Leadership in Education
Ten bursaries at €£€8,000 each. Closing date 1 June 2022.

See: www.mic.ie/grace

For further information contact:

Professor Eamonn Conway,

Department of Theology & Religious Studies,

Mary Immaculate College.

E: eamonn.conway@mic.ul.ie
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Raphoe launches ‘ambitious’ plan to
encourage synod- msplred structure

Ruadhan Jones

Bishop of Raphoe Alan McGuckian
SJ launched an “ambitious” pasto-
ral plan March 31, which he said
will encourage a more synodal
diocesan structure, with greater
emphasis on well-formed parish
pastoral councils.

The pastoral plan for 2022-
2024, Forward Together/ Ar
Aghaidh le Chéile, recommends
the formation of a diocesan pas-
toral council, as well as new pro-
fessional roles that will be filled
by lay-people, Bishop McGuckian
told The Irish Catholic.

He said these measures are
“absolutely” done with the idea
of giving laity more of a voice at
diocesan level.

“I hope that really good candi-
dates both male and female pres-
ent themselves for the positions,”
Dr McGuckian said.

The bishop of Raphoe said the
vision of the plan is for “a more
synodal approach” and is the fruit
of two years’ work.

“The vision we have is of a syn-
odal approach and Pope Francis
speaks about the simple thing of
see, judge, act,” Bishop McGuck-
ian said.

AN INDISPENSABLE GUIDE TO

The Holy Land

FROM THE EDITOR OF THE IRISH CATHOLIC

“To judge involves praying and
discerning together, and I want
priests, me as a bishop and people
to increasingly do that.”

Dr McGuckian added that
“well-formed pastoral councils
are the ideal vehicle to ensure that
happens”.

“There will be a big structural
emphasis on parish pastoral coun-
cils, well-formed and supported
going forward as well as a dioc-
esan pastoral council.”

The plan, which is divided into
three sections, devotes the last of
these to questions of social jus-
tice. Bishop McGuckian said it is
important the Church’s charitable
works are not forgotten as it re-
structures.

“We want to have at diocesan
level a real support for the works
of charity and justice and peace
throughout our parishes,” he added.

Speaking at the launch of the
plan, the bishop also said that the
decline in the number of priests
is “a big worry” and told this pa-
per that that parishes and groups
of parishes will be “actively in-
volved” in making decisions re-
garding the closure of churches or
amalgamation of parishes.

AN IESH PLOMMAGE GUIDE TD

The Holy Land

Bishop of Raphoe Alan McGuckian SJ iaunches the Forward Together Pastoral Plan 2022-2024 in St Eunan’s
Cathedral, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal, March 31. Also pictured are Connor Duncan, diocesan pastoral director,
Abigail Hannigan and Ciara Ferry. Photo: Joe Dunne.

Priest hails Charlie Bird’s
Croagh Patrick pilgrimage

Chai Brady

The priest of Westport parish in Co. Mayo has
said there was a “very strong spiritual element”
on the day broadcaster Charlie Bird ascended
Croagh Patrick as part of his charity fundraising
campaign on Saturday.

Fr Charlie McDonnell said he was with Mr
Bird when he heard the news his campaign had
raised €2 million, describing it as “brilliant”.

Mr Bird (72), a former RTE chief news cor-
respondent, set out to raise funds for the Irish
Motor Neurone Disease Association and Pieta
following his diagnosis with motor neurone
disease.

“It was more of a pilgrimage than a walk in
the end and it was certainly very much a pil-
grimage for Charlie and Claire [his wife],” said
Fr McDonnell.

“He described it as being on a spiritual jour-
ney in the last couple of months and I would say
the crescendo of that journey would certainly
have culminated on the mountain on Saturday.

“A lot of people were climbing the mountain
for their own reasons as well, a lot of people
maybe who had lost family members to motor
neurone disease, people who had lost family
members to suicide, people who were struggling
themselves. There certainly was a very strong
spiritual element to the day,” he added.

Thousands of people joined Mr Bird in climb-
ing Croagh Patrick. There were also almost 200
other ‘Climb with Charlie’ fundraisers across
Ireland and in South Africa, the US, Spain and
Australia.

Michael Kelly has led more than a dozen pilgrimages to the Holy Land
and in this unique guidebook, he takes readers to the sites associated
with the earthly life of Christ from Bethlehem to Nazareth and the Sea
of Galilee to Jerusalem. Whether you are planning a trip to walk in the
footsteps of Jesus, or simply want to deepen your understanding of
faith this guide is indispensable.

ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY » ¢, 016874096 | @ www.columbabooks.com

Unit 3B, Block 3, Bracken Business Park, Bracken Road, Sandyford, D18 K277

Youth and religious team up for worship album

Jason Osborne

A group of young Catholic musi-
cians and a Franciscan Friar of
the Renewal have collaborated
to produce a praise and worship
album.

Speaking to The Irish Catholic
newspaper, singer Ruth Hogan
said they had a desire to create
their own Irish praise and wor-
ship sounds, as much of the
current offering comes from
America or Australia.

Ms Hogan said that Fr Dam-
ien Joseph CFR was inspired by
Knock and the adoration of Our
Lady, St Joseph and St John, and
that an adoration retreat was
born out of this.

“He began to do these
retreats based around praise and
worship. Then it got to the point
where people were creating and
writing music for the Blessed
Sacrament, to the point where
we had enough that we could
record,” Ms Hogan explained.

Following a retreat last
summer, nine stayed on and
recorded the music before the
Blessed Sacrament in Rossnowlagh.

Ms Hogan said of music that
it's “a really powerful way of
opening our hearts to receiving
from God, to be able to hear his
voice better”.

The album Take this Land is
available to stream on Spotify,
Bandcamp and Apple music,
with CDs expected to be avail-
able in coming weeks.
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Give up gossip and apply the golden rule

ope Francis hates

it. Thomas Aquinas

dedicated a sec-

tion of the Summa
Theologica to it, analysing
all the different ways we
can indulge in it. Robin Dun-
bar, the primatologist and
anthropologist, judged it to
be “the core of human social
relationships, indeed of soci-
ety itself. Without [it], there
would be no society”.

We are talking, of course,
about gossip. Pope Francis
has at various times called
it both a form of terrorism
and a pandemic worse than
Covid-19.

66 He believes
that it is the human
equivalent of the

grooming that
primates do in order
to bond with each

other”

For example, in 2018
he warned: “Gossipers are
terrorists because with their
tongues they drop a bomb
and then leave, and the
bomb they drop destroys
reputations everywhere.”

In 2020, he said: “Please,
brothers and sisters, let’s
make an effort not to gossip.
Gossiping is a worse plague
than Covid.”

These are just two
of his better-known
pronouncements on the
topic but he speaks against it
constantly, echoing Biblical
injunctions about it. Our Lord
in the Gospel of Matthew,
states that “...on the day of
judgment people will give
account for every careless
word they speak”. In the
Letter of St James, we are
told that “no human being
can tame the tongue. It is a
restless evil, full of deadly
poison”.

It's a rather odd evolution
from these views (if you
will pardon the pun) for
Robin Dunbar to describe
gossip as the “core of human
social relationships”. He
believes that it is the human
equivalent of the grooming
that primates do in order to
bond with each other. Other
evolutionary psychologists
have built on his work, seeing
the exchange of information
about others as a way not
only to build bonds but as
a subtle form of obtaining
power.

So which is it? Is gossip a
form of terrorism, a pandemic
worse than Covid-19 or an
essential social mechanism?

It turns out that Robin

Dunbar has a rather broad
definition of gossip, that
encompasses any form of
exchanging information
about other people. He
believes that about a third
of these conversations are
unconsciously designed to
deal with the ‘free rider’
problem. Technically,

free riders are those who
make use of a public good
or service provided by
others but do not want

to contribute to paying

for it. More broadly, it is
sometimes used to describe
those who do not live up to
group norms.

Gossip

Is there a way of reconciling
these two functions? Is it
acceptable to gossip about

people who are doing things

that are selfish or wrong?
Given human nature, and
its tendencies towards self-
righteousness, this seems to
be fraught with difficulties.

Bishop Robert Barron
recently wrote about a
visit to St Joseph Abbey in
Covington, LA, where he
admired the paintings of Fr
Gregory de Wit, especially
of the seven deadly sins. But
Fr de Wit added an eighth
deadly sin - gossip.

Bishop Barron uses Dave
Ramsay’s definition of
gossip, which is “discussing
anything negative with
someone who can’t solve
the problem”. (Ramsay
seems to be quite extremist
about gossip however, firing
one staff member for a
single instance of gossiping,
which seems to offend
against natural justice, not

to mention mercy.)

Ramsay’s definition
Bishop Barron supplements
Ramsay’s definition with
John Shea’s, who told his
students that they should
feel utterly free to criticise
another person precisely

in the measure and to the
degree that they are willing
to help the person deal with
the problem that they have
identified.

Both of these definitions
are challenging and useful
but they also raise another
question about effective
communication within
communities. If there
are proper channels of
communication, if people
feel free to express concerns
when others are not living up
to gospel values, then gossip
is much less likely to happen.

Exchanging information
about others is a bonding

@‘t e
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mechanism but can also be
a poison. It all depends on
the content and the intent
behind it. If you are passing
on to a colleague that
another colleague is having
a hard time and needs
additional support, without
betraying any confidences
and only telling people who
will be sympathetic and
helpful, that is not gossip.
If, however, you are
constantly narking about

Support Missionaries on the gro
helping those fleeing and left bel

Please Donate Today

WWW.MISEANCARA.

UKRAINE APPEAL

someone else’s deficiencies
behind their backs, without
any intention of trying to
help the person to improve,
that is definitely gossip.
What about when you need
to chat through a difficulty
with a wise counsellor but
need to give details that
are potentially damaging to
another person? [ suppose
the answer is to choose
your confidante carefully
and give the minimum
amount of detail possible.

66 All the more
reason to apply the
‘Golden Rule’ in
these last days of
Lent, and to think
how we would feel if
we were the subject
of the juicy morsel
we are tempted to
pass along”

Gossip has reached
whole new depths with
social media, where
reputations are sometimes
routinely trashed within
hours. All the more reason
to apply the ‘Golden Rule’
in these last days of Lent,
and to think how we would
feel if we were the subject
of the juicy morsel we are
tempted to pass along.
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Wind farm plans loom
over iconic Cork chapel

Jason Osborne

Alocal community in Gougane Barra
has taken issue with the proposed
nearby building of Cork’s biggest
wind turbines, close to the pictur-
esque St Finbarr’s Oratory.

An Bord Pleandla gave the con-
troversial project a green light in
February after it had been refused
planning permission by Cork County
Council because of the negative
impact the development would have
on the scenic landscape.

Speaking to The Irish Catholic
newspaper, owner and manager of
the Gougane Barra Hotel Neil Lucey

said that to do something “industrial
in a special, spiritual place” such as
Gougane Barra wouldn’t be good for
the location’s future.

“We live here all the time, and I'm
always impressed with people and
the word ‘pilgrimage’,” Mr Lucey told
this paper.

“Pilgrimage to Gougane can be
broad because people all have their
own pilgrimages and they all have
their own wishes that they bring
here and they all have their own rea-
sons and they come from all walks of
life and all backgrounds. Pilgrimage
is such a broad word, but they come
to Gougane for that and so many
people get relief from the place, for

lots and lots of different reasons.”

In its refusal, Cork County Coun-
cil said that the development would
go against the objectives of the
Cork County Development plan and
would be “excessively domineering
from very many vantage points over
a wide area”.

Mr Lucey said that this devel-
opment wouldn’t be happening in
Glendalough, and that it was easy for
An Bord Pleandla to make the deci-
sion as a result of its distance from
Dublin.

“They’d have a different point of
view if it was Glendalough because
it’d be closer to urban Dublin and
they wouldn’t put wind turbines on

the slopes above Glendalough, it just
wouldn’t happen,” Mr Lucey said.
“I know there’s a larger monastic

so much going on there, but Gou-

gane is the same. It's St Finbarr and :

St Declan, they're connected in so : A :
: the number of friars. Prior

A local village development : Provincial Fr Tony Egan OSA

; : told this paper that there
group has lodged an appeal in the : .

High Court to challenge the plans, : 2;ea32?§neda92 g?%s left at
the group raised €30,000 in less : &€ g ’

thanamoqth to flgh.t the ca.se,.w1t.h " the two parishes, Fr Egan
plans to raise more if permission 1s said that it “can be a painful

! issue”.

many different ways.”

granted to take the judicial review.

Trans ‘rights’ can be used to

Staff reporter

Pre-packaging claims as “rights” can
be used to shut down debate and
deny the chance to “discern” the
validity of the claims, Senator R6nan
Mullen has said.

This comes after senators took
issue with Senator Mullen’s reluc-

LASI brings home the award

%

tance to use the term “transgender
rights” during an Order of Business
debate.

Senator Mullen took to Twitter
to say that the word “rights” can
be abused to “compel ...support for
claims that people may legitimately
support or oppose”.

“It’s the pre-packaging of claims
as rights, and that is meant to deny

us the chance to be discerning about
these claims,” Senator Mullen told
this paper.

“The trouble is that once people
start talking about rights and using
a phrase like ‘transgender rights’
without saying what exactly they
mean, what you end up with is a
loaded phrase where you're possibly
being invited to subscribe to things

Yy

that may or may not be true, or that :
¢ in a mutual relationship and
“That’s what I think the Seanad is : l?f}rzdaegtslgzjls a shared one,
for, it’s for that discussion, so when 1 : & '
say ‘so-called’ rights, 'm not denying :
that transgender people have human :
rights, far from it, but what you call a
: wise you wouldn’t be in the
: line of work we're in”.

you may or may not agree with.

right may not be what I call a right,”
Senator Mullen said.

Fr Dominic McGrattan, chaplain to the Catholic chaplaincy at Queens University Belfast, and pastoral manager Shannon Campbell (back left) congratulate
student volunteers who supported the Language and Solidarity Initiative (LASI) initiative. LASI received a Students’ Union Award in the ‘Outstanding
Contribution to the Community’ category, for providing English language classes and a book club for newcomers who wish to make Northern Ireland their home.

-Augustinians
- to leave

- two Dublin
parishes

Ruadhan Jones

: The Augustinian order have

E made the “painful” decision
¢ to withdraw friars from Riv-
: ermount Parish in Finglas
development in Glendalough and it :
has its lakeside and it’s a beautiful :
place and it's spiritual and it’s got :
! lowing the order’s chap-

and Meath Street parish in
the Liberties.
The decision came fol-

ter last week, as it seeks to
downsize due to a decline in

Speaking about leaving

“No religious leader

: wants to do that, but unfor-
i tunately because we just
: don’t have the manpower,
: we have to,” he added.

The order is consider-

ing amalgamating with the

shut down debate, says senator

: reduced numbers.

Augustinian province in
England, who are also facing

“We belong to each other

However, he continued,
there is a great sense of cama-
raderie in the order, and they
“have to be hopeful, other-

WHO says
conscientious
objection
may become
‘indefensible’

Conscientious objection has
been severely criticised by
the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) as an obstacle to
making abortion freely avail-
able in their latest guidelines
on abortion.

Responding to this, con-
sultant in obstetrics and
gynaecology Dr Trevor Hayes
said everyone has an “inal-
ienable” right to preserve
their conscience.

“Everyone has a right
under the Irish constitution
to follow their religious per-
suasion. You're impinging on
a person’s right to protect
their soul,” Dr Hayes said.

“What will happen is
you're going to get the
screening out of similar,
like-minded people - the
pro-life people - out of med-
icine. That would be dread-
ful, absolutely dreadful.”
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Ireland’s International Eucharistic
and Marian Shrine

A place o} pilgrimage...

Whether you are coming to Knock as a seasoned pilgrim or as a
stranger, you will fiind a peaceful place of welcome with an abundance
of services to enrich you. The upcoming season at Knock Shrine will
be particularly special as we will return to offering daily public
devotions and a full reopening of services.

Since the first organised pilgrimage came to Knock in 1880, the Shrine has
welcomed pilgrims from all over the world to this sacred place.

Pilgrimage Masses take place at Knock Basilica each weekend throughout
the season. Public Ceremonies take place daily, including Anointing of the
Sick, Confessions, Stations of the Cross. Eucharistic Adoration takes place
daily in the newly refurbished Blessed Sacrament Chapel. On Sunday’s,
Mass is offered followed by Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, Rosary
Procession to the Shrine and Blessing of religious objects.

Your time at Knock

Spiritual Direction is available in the Chapel of Reconciliation. Pilgrims are
encouraged to take part in this service which is offered by the Prayer
Guides at Knock Shrine.

The award-winning Museum is open daily and offering free admission
throughout 2022.

The HUB is a fun space for young people at Knock Shrine. The HUB offers
a kids club throughout July and August as well as a drop-in service for teens
and young adults.

The Bookshop in the Shrine grounds is a quiet haven where you can browse

through a wide selection of books, journals, new releases, and sought-after
faith-based titles.

Group visits

Bring your group to Knock Shrine and enjoy a day immersed in the peace
and tranquillity of this sacred place. Whether you wish to visit for a few
hours or a few days, we can arrange an itinerary to suit your needs. Self-
guided audio tours of the Museum and Shrine grounds are available free
of charge at Knock Museum.

Groups travelling with a priest may wish to celebrate a private Mass in the
Apparition Chapel (advance booking essential). Alternatively, you can join
in one of the public Masses in the Basilica.

St John’s Welcome Centre boasts a large seating and dining area where
pilgrims can relax. There are also meeting rooms available which can be
booked for private retreats, talks or workshops.

For the most up-to-date information and opening hours, including
details of Mass Times, Confessions and Anointing of the Sick, please
visit our website at: www.knockshrine.ie T.094 93 88100

E. info@knockshrine.ie

Holy Week Ceremonies

www.knockshr
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Even if it means compromise,

we truly need peace
o

. .. | Catholics must support a swift
- peaceful resolution in Ukraine
to avoid further catastrophe,
writes David Quinn

t still seems hard to
believe that a major war
is taking place again on
European soil. It is not
the first since the Second
World War, of course. Long-
running conflicts took place
when Yugoslavia broke up
in the 1990s and they were
very bloody. But they did not
involve a nuclear power like
Russia. This one is different in
that the chances of escalation
are very real. It is why I believe
peace needs to be pursued as
rigorously as possible, even if

it means both sides accepting
compromises they believe are
unacceptable.

Plausible scenario

Here is one very plausible sce-
nario if peace is not arrived
at early: the war drags on for
months, and possibly years,
with tens of thousands dead
on both sides. More and more
Ukrainian cities are devastated,
and the economy ruined. But
by and large the conflict is a
stalemate because the Rus-
sian army is not as powerful as

AVAILABLE TO ORDER NOW
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CHURCH GO FROM HERE?
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TESTET: P DR DOMWRY,
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WHEN RHETORIC MET

5 REALITY

( PRICE: €16.99 + €4.50P&P

All your questions about synods
and synodality answered in this
practical companion. With

discussion questions at the end of
each chapter, it's the perfect tool
for guiding groups and individuals.

ORDER TODAY 01 6874096

many thought, and the Ukrain-
ian army is far better. But nei-
ther side is strong enough to
defeat the other.

What then? Do both sides
continue to insist on a win-
ner-takes-all approach even
though neither can achieve all
they want? For the Russians
that might be a Ukraine split in
half with a Russian-ruled part
in the East and an independent
part in the West.

For the Ukrainians and
many in the West, victory
might look like Russia being
driven out of their entire coun-
try including the parts Russia
effectively occupied before the
war, that is the Donbas region
and the Crimea.

If both sides want 100% vic-
tory, then this could drag out
like World War 1, in the most
hideous manner.

And then what? In this sce-
nario both sides are going to
have to compromise anyway,
but at much greater cost than
if they compromise now.

©© The UN has
warned of food
shortages and even
starvation”

The best scenario, of
course, is that Russian presi-
dent, Vladimir Putin, is over-
thrown internally in some
kind of ‘palace coup’ and
replaced by a leader willing
to say the invasion of Ukraine
was a catastrophic mistake
and withdraws Russian troops
immediately.

But observers say this looks
increasingly unlikely and that
Russian voters are actually ral-
lying around the flag, for now
at least. Putin has long said that
the West wants to destroy and
humiliate Russia and the very
strong and unprecedented
sanctions against his country
allow him to make this case.

The hope that the damage
caused to the Russian economy
as a result of the sanctions will
eventually cause Russians to
turn against Putin may also
be misplaced. Strong Western
or American sanctions exist
against countries like Cuba,
Venezuela and Iran, but those
regimes are still standing.

B
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Sanctions alone did not bring
down Iraq’s Saddam Hussein
either.

In the event of the war
dragging on for months or
years, the consequences for
many developing countries
are dire. Countries like Egypt
import nearly all their grain
from Ukraine and Russia. At a
minimum, the price of bread is
set to soar. This will push many
people in developing nations,
and some in the West, literally
below the bread line. The UN
has warned of food shortages
and even starvation.

Added to the soaring price
of energy, we have a recipe for
political turmoil in much of the
world. Developing countries
are by and large not taking
sides in this war. They reason
that the West doesn’t care very
much about terrible wars in
places like Yemen, where hun-
dreds of thousands have died,
so why should they care very
much about a war in Europe,
and why should they be made
to suffer for it?

The worst-case scenario
is that the war goes so badly
for Russia that they are faced
with a humiliating defeat, and
Putin, in desperation, decides
to use nuclear weapons against
Ukrainian forces.

This cannot be ruled out
completely. What happens
then? Does America strike back
against Russia with its own
nuclear weapons? If so, then
we are faced with an all-out
nuclear war. Putin could eas-
ily calculate that no American
president will sacrifice his own
country for the sake of Ukraine

TR

now

A woman reacts in front of destroyed
apartment buildings in the port city of
i Mariupol, Ukraine. Photo: CNS

(would Ireland do so, if it had
the ability?), and therefore
Putin might take the risk of
defeating the Ukrainians with
nuclear weapons.

Is there a definitive Catholic
view of the conflict and what
must be done? Clearly, the Rus-
sian invasion is indefensible. At
no level does it fulfil the crite-
ria for a just war under Catholic
moral theology.

©0 The Irish civil
war was fought
because many Irish
people believed
the Treaty was

an unacceptable
compromise with
Britain”

Catholics will also be united
in seeking peace. But after this,
agreement will be less easy to
find, because some Catholics
will say peace can only come
after Russia has been com-
pletely driven from Ukrainian
soil, no matter how long this takes
and how many lives are lost.

This is not my view. The Irish
civil war was fought because
many Irish people believed the
Treaty was an unacceptable
compromise with Britain.

The pro-Treaty side said it
was better to sign it than to
have the War of Independence
continue with the loss of more
lives and growing economic
devastation.

Compromise can be better
than indefinite war.

What might a compromise

look like in Ukraine? Ukrainian
president, Volodymyr Zelen-
sky, has already suggested that
his country will not join the
American-dominated mili-
tary alliance, NATO. He seems
willing to allow the status of
Crimea and Donbas to remain
unresolved for some years to
come. He also wants his coun-
try to be given EU-accession
status at a minimum.

This seems perfectly rea-
sonable, although he has said
he would put it to a referen-
dum, which might be beaten if
Ukrainians are in no mood for
compromise and want to fight
on no matter what the cost, as
the anti-Treaty side did in this
country.

But Russia appears to want
much more than Zelensky is
offering. As mentioned, Putin
appears to be seeking a divided
Ukraine with the western half
demilitarised once Russia has
conquered the Eastern half.

The hope must be that con-
tinued Ukrainian resistance
makes him more realistic, and
that the Chinese government,
which leans heavily towards
Putin, puts pressure on him as
soon as possible to accept less
than he wants.

The sort of compromise
outlined above leans much
more towards Ukraine than
Russia, but seeking 100% vic-
tory would be disastrous in
human terms for both sides.
Realists need to intervene on
both sides and force this war, if
they can, to an early, peaceful
resolution for the sake of the
whole world.
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In the brotherhood of sutfering

The Sunday
Gospel

Fr Silvester
O’Flynn
OFM Cap.

4

n Passion Sunday

each year we

have what people

refer to as the
long Gospel, properly called
The Passion of Our Lord
Jesus Christ. This year we
have St Luke’s version. The
four evangelists basically
write about the same event
but each one has his own
particular interests as well
as his immediate reader-
ship in view. There are far
more references to prayer in
Luke’s writing than in any of
the others. We can see this
prayerfulness in his account
of the Passion.

Beginning with Jesus in
the garden of Gethsemane,
Luke understands the agony
as a testing on the deepest
level of Jesus’ total union
with the Father’s will. He
pictures Jesus kneeling, a
strong posture, not prostrate
in fear and sadness. “Father,
if you will, take this cup
away from me yet not my
will, but thine be done.” In
prayer he handed every-
thing over to the Father’s
will. An angel from heaven
appeared and gave him
strength, testifying that
the Father has accepted his
prayer. In his anguish he
prayed even more earnestly,
and his sweat fell to the
ground like great drops of
blood.

At the beginning and end
of the agony, Jesus told the
three apostles who were
with him, “Pray, not to be
put to the test.” This is the
last petition in the Our
Father. But in contrast to the
strength of Jesus in prayer,
they were weak and fell
asleep for sheer grief.

Three Prayers

Luke is the only evangelist
who mentions three prayers
uttered on Calvary. The first
prayer is for the forgiveness
of his persecutors. “Father,
forgive them for they do
not know what they are
doing.” The love of Jesus is
not contaminated by the
injustices, mockery and vio-
lent actions to which he is
subjected. In the Acts of the
Apostles, Luke writes that
the first Christian martyr,
Stephen, also prayed for his
persecutors. Down through

Jesus is depicted in the Garden of Gethsemane in this stained

the centuries many heroic
martyrs did not allow the
wrongdoing of others lessen
the Christian love in their
hearts.

The second prayer
on Calvary is that of the
repentant thief. He admits
his own guilt while rec-
ognising the innocence of
Jesus. Then he utters one of
the most famous of prayers,
“Jesus, remember me when
you come into your king-
dom”. This is the first time
in the Gospel that we hear
Jesus addressed by name
alone, without any accom-
panying title such as Master
or Lord. In the brotherhood
of suffering all are equal and
titles of superiority count
for nothing. To this repen-
tant sinner Jesus promises
a share in the fruits of the
day’s events. “Indeed, I
promise you, today you will
be with me in paradise.”

The third prayer is the
dying cry of Jesus, “Father,
into your hands I commend
my spirit.”

In the versions of Mat-
thew and Mark, Jesus, in a
final muscular spasm, cries
out the opening words of a
psalm, “My God, my God,
why have you forsaken
me.” The complete psalm is
actually one of trust in God.

Acceptance

The Letter to the Hebrews,
written at a time of perse-
cution and suffering, calls
Jesus a compassionate high
priest. “For the sufferings

he himself passed through,
while being put to the test,
enables him to help others
when they are being put to
the test” (Hebrews 2:18). For
the past two years, due to
the Covid-19 epidemic, we
have been through very
testing times. As [ write, the
Ukrainian people are victims
of an evil, brutal war. It is

a time to remember that
Jesus is not just a Saviour
from a remote past, but he
has entered into solidarity
with all people suffering

in any way. The wounds of
suffering humanity are a
continuation of the incarna-
tion when the Word became
flesh.

Think of the many ways
that Jesus suffered. People
who have suffered an
injustice might remember
that Jesus too was a victim
of false charges and unjust
trial. He was mocked and
spat upon. People who were
betrayed in marriage will
relate to the cold kiss of
Judas on the cheek of Je-
sus. When we feel let down
by friends, remember that

©6 For the sufferings he himself passed
through, while being put to the test, enables
him to help others when they are being put
to the test (Hebrews 2:18)”
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Jesus was deserted by many
of his close friends when he
most needed support. He
experienced family pain

as he looked at his mother
standing at the foot of the
cross. As Simeon had pre-
dicted, the sword of sorrow
pierced her heart. Think

of the physical suffering...
crowned with thorns,
lacerted with whips, fall-
ing under the cross, nailed
through hands and feet. As
his dry throat grew swol-
len, his breathing became
difficult. Every movement
of his body stabbed a new
pain. In any time of suffering
remember that Jesus is the
Saviour who is with us. You
are not alone.

People who

accompanied Jesus
The Stations of the Cross
remind us of people who
accompanied Jesus. Simon
of Cyrene shared the weight
of the cross. Veronica wiped
his face clean of blood,
sweat and spittle. A group
of sympathetic women
supported him. The apostle
John and some women sup-
ported Mary at the foot of
the cross. During the worst
of the Covid-19 pandemic,
people were heroic in
medical service, care of
vulnerable neighbours
and observance of restric-
tions. The generous response
of people to the needs of the
Ukranian victims is another
manifestation of a Christ-like
solidarity with those who
suffer.

On this Passion Sunday,

'

all are requl
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think of the humble donkey
carrying Jesus into Jeru-
salem. You may not have
much to offer, but the little
sacrifice you make for the
wellbeing of others makes
you a carrier: not a carrier
of virus or of evil war, but a
carrier of Jesus, the wound-
ed healer.

Prayer

—.gl.as:s image from the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels in Los Angeles. Photo: CNS

“Let us keep our eyes
fixed on Jesus, who leads us
in our faith and brings it to
perfection: for the sake of
the joy which lay ahead of
him, he endured the cross,
disregarding the shame of it,
and has taken his seat at the
right hand of God’s throne”
(Hebrews 12:2).

Lord Jesus Christ, compassionate Saviour, by humbly
accepting the sufferings of your Passion, you have
lovingly entered into solidarity with all who are suf-
fering in any way. As we look up at your cross may we
recognise that you have not deserted us but you are
with us in any dark valley. As your painful death was
the prelude to your resurrection, may we go forward to

Easter full of hope.
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Malta urged to embody ‘Gospel of
Welcome’ during flying papal visit

Jason Osborne

alta and its
people need to
remember the
country’s roots
as a centre of “welcome”,
especially to those in need
such as migrants, Pope Fran-
cis told leaders of the Medi-
terranean nation during his
fleeting April 2-3 visit.
Visiting the territory that
hosted St Paul following his
shipwreck around ADG0,
Pope Francis encouraged
Malta in its efforts to pro-
tect and foster the dignity
of life, while also taking the
opportunity to comment
on the “sacrilegious war”
in Ukraine and a potential
trip to the Ukrainian capital
of Kyiv.

Pope greets
Ukrainian refugees
before first papal
flight of 2022

Pope Francis greeted a
group of Ukrainian war
refugees on Saturday morn-
ing before heading to the
airport for his first papal
flight of 2022.

The group of 15 refu-
gees consisted of mothers
and children who found
refuge in Italy after Russia’s
full-scale invasion of their
country.

Among the refugees was
a mother of two children,
aged five and seven. She
came to Italy for a heart
surgery for her daughter,
according to the Vatican on
April 2.

The Pope met the group
at the Casa Santa Marta,
his residence in Vatican
City, along with the papal
almoner Cardinal Konrad
Krajewski, who has served
as a papal envoy to Ukraine.

On the eve of his visit,
Pope Francis visited the
Basilica of St Mary Major
in Rome, where he prayed
before the icon Salus Populi
Romani, Mary Protection of
the Roman People, entrust-
ing his two-day trip to
Malta to the Virgin Mary.

Malta urged to
remember country’s

history of welcome

Malta and its people must
remember the country’s
roots as the centre of
spirituality and welcome,
especially to those most
in need, Pope Francis told
gathered leaders.

As he started a two-day
visit, the Pope spoke to gov-
ernment and civil leaders
and the diplomatic corps,
praising them for welcom-
ing migrants - especially

those arriving on their
shores from places like
Lebanon, Syria and Yemen.

In a speech at the presi-
dential palace April 2, Pope
Francis said that while the
influx of migrants in recent
years has “nurtured a
certain discouragement and
frustration,” the issue of
migration must “be situated
within a broader context of
time and space”.

“It brings with it the
burden of past injustice,
exploitation, climatic
changes and tragic conflicts,
whose effects are now
making themselves felt,”
he said. “From the poor and
densely populated south,
great numbers of people
are moving to the wealthy
north: This is a fact, and
it cannot be ignored” by
nations isolating them-
selves.

Church must be
centred on witness,

not religious

customs alone

Malta's great spiritual and
pastoral traditions must
serve as a road map to
the future for the Catho-

Vella and his wife,
ke arrives at the international

\

Pope Franci lks with
Maltese Presiﬁ(}eorge
iam, as

airport in Malta, April 2.
Photos: CNS

Priests arrive in procession for Pope Francis’ celebration of Mass at the Granaries in Floriana, Malta, April 3.
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lic Church, rather than a
relic commemorated with
“received traditions, sol-
emn celebrations, popular
festivals and powerful and
emotional moments,” Pope
Francis said.

“We need a faith built
upon and constantly
renewed in the personal
encounter with Christ, in
daily listening to his word,
in active participation in
the life of the church and
in authentic popular piety,”
the Pope said April 2 ata
prayer service outside the
Ta’ Pinu National Shrine.

“The crisis of faith,
apathy in religious practice,
especially in the aftermath
of the pandemic, and indif-
ference shown by many
young people toward the
presence of God; these are
not issues that we should
‘sugarcoat,’ thinking that,
all things considered, a
certain religious spirit still
endures,” he said.

66 Malta’s

centuries-old
Catholic faith and
traditions were
on display in the
streets in front of
the grotto”

After meeting with dip-
lomats and government and
civil leaders in Valletta, the
Pope travelled by catama-
ran to the island of Gozo,
one of 21 islands that make
up the Maltese archipelago
in the Mediterranean Sea.
Seated on a white chair on
the bow of the catamaran,
Pope Francis admired the
views of Maltese archi-
tecture the pristine-blue
Mediterranean as pilgrims
stood along the coast, wav-
ing at him.

As the vessel pulled
into Mgarr Harbor, he was
whisked away in a white
Fiat 500 before boarding his
popemobile. Arriving at the
national shrine, the Pope
greeted the estimated 3,000
pilgrims gathered outside
waving flags bearing the
yellow and white papal
colours.

Pope Francis prays
at St Paul’s Grotto
in Malta

Pope Francis prayed on
Sunday morning at St Paul’s
Grotto in Rabat, where local
tradition holds that the Apos-
tle lived and preached during
the three months he spent on
the island of Malta in 60 AD.

“Good Father, grant us the
grace of a kindly heart that
beats with love for our broth-
ers and sisters,” Pope Francis
said in a prayer that he read
during his live-streamed visit
to the grotto on April 3.

The Acts of the Apostles
(Acts 27:27-28:5) records that
St Paul was being taken to
Rome to be put on trial when
the ship carrying him was

Pope Francis leads a
prayer meeting at the Ta’
Pinu National Shrine in
Gozo, Malta, April 2.

il

Pope Francis, accompanied by Maltese President George Vella, delivers his blessing as he
greets the crowd gathered outside The Palace in Valletta, Malta, April 2.
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Pope Francis and Maltese Président
eorgeWella attend a meeting with—————————————y

thoritiés a
diplomatic c
Valletta, Malta,"April 2.

caught in a violent storm. The
vessel, transporting hundreds
of people, was wrecked off the
Maltese coast but all aboard
swam to land safely. The
Apostle stayed on the island
for three months.

Malta’s centuries-old
Catholic faith and traditions
were on display in the streets
in front of the grotto, which
were decorated with elabo-
rate Maltese banners and flags
depicting their patron saint.

Catholics of all ages lined

members of the | --
s'at The Palace in

the streets waving Vatican
flags and cheering as Pope
Francis entered the basilica.

Pope Francis
reminds migrants
in Malta of his

‘closeness’

Addressing a crowd on
Sunday at the John XIII
Peace Lab, an immigration
reception centre in Hal Far,
Malta, Pope Francis called
for strengthening “the fab-

ric of social friendship and
the culture of encounter,
starting from places such
as this.”

The Holy Father made
his comments during an
outdoor ceremony on the
second and final day of his
trip to the Mediterranean
island nation. Seated in
front of a display of crushed
water bottles and life
jackets, Pope Francis began
his address by recalling
a message he gave from a

REople holdhe Ukrainian “ag as Pope Eggfici
greets the croWd'before celebrating MaSse
Granaries in Florlania, Malta, April 3:4 (8

A young man wears a Vatican flag in his hair as he waits
for the start of Pope Francis’ meeting with migrants at
the John XXIIl Peace Lab’s Centre for Migrants in Hal Far,
Malta, April 3.

refugee centre on the Greek
island of Lesbos in Decem-
ber 2021.

“Let me repeat what
I said some months ago
in Lesbos: ‘I am here ...
to assure you of my close-
ness. ... [ am here to see
your faces and look into
your eyes,” he said to the
crowd, which included
approximately 200 migrant
men, women, and children.
“Since the day I visited
Lampedusa, I have not for-
gotten you. You are always
in my heart and in my
prayers.”

After his arrival at
4.45pm local time, Pope
Francis was welcomed
by Fr Dionisio Mintoff,
the founder of the peace
lab, and then listened to
two testimonies given by
migrants at the centre.

“None of us leave our
homelands because of lack
of love for our countries,”
Siriman Coulibaly, a migrant
who has been living at the
centre in Malta for four
years and now has a preg-
nant wife, told the Pope. “On
the contrary, our journeys
are journeys that start in
hope of finding a safe space.
We flee war, violent conflict,
violations of human rights.”

In response to the man,
the Pope later said that
those who are forced to
leave their countries with
dreams of freedom and
democracy often experience
a collision of their dreams
with “a harsh reality, often
dangerous, sometimes ter-
rible and inhuman”.

Speaking directly to Mr
Coulibaly, he said, “You
gave voice to the stifled
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plea of those millions of
migrants whose fundamen-
tal rights are violated, sadly
at times with the com-
plicity of the competent
authorities. That is the way
it is, and I want to say it the
way it is: Sadly, at times
with the complicity of the
competent authorities. And
you drew our attention to
the most important thing:
the dignity of the person.”

Pope indicates he
has not spoken
directly to Putin

about Ukraine war

Once again, Pope Francis
avoided speaking directly
about Russian President
Vladimir Putin and instead
focused on condemning war
as a cruel and inhumane act
that “goes against the human
spirit”.

During a conversation
with journalists April 3, on
the flight from Malta to the

s R
vatch a& Pope Francis

visitsithe Basilica of St Paul in
] | |Rabat, Malta; April 3.

¥

Vatican, the Pope was asked
if he had spoken to Russian
President Vladimir Putin.

66 Pope Francis
continued the
long-held Vatican
tradition of not
condemning one
side in a war”

“The things I have told to
the authorities on all sides
are public,” the Pope said. “I
have not held back any of the
things I have said.” He also
revealed that the last time he
spoke to Putin was when the
Russian president called to
express well-wishes for the
New Year.

Despite numerous reports
of alleged war crimes
committed by Russia, Pope
Francis continued the long-
held Vatican tradition of not
condemning one side in a
war. Most recently, a series

of photos released online
showed the aftermath of
atrocities committed in
Ukraine, including numerous
Ukrainians who were seem-
ingly executed.

Unaware of the images
before the news conference,
Pope Francis said the infor-
mation was further proof
that “war is a cruelty”.

While reiterating that a
possible trip to Ukraine was
“on the table,” the Pope said
it remained uncertain. “I say
with all sincerity I would
like to go. The willingness
is always there, there isn't
a ‘no,” he said. “If it can be
done, I must do it. This is all
up in the air”.

However, Pope Francis
told journalists that a meet-
ing with Russian Orthodox
Patriarch Kirill is in the
works. “We are thinking of
doing it in the Middle East,”
the Pope said.

Additional reporting from
CNA/CNS.

Pope Francis departs by catamaran for Gozo from the Grand Harbour in Valletta, Malta,

Pope F

s with migrants at the John XXIIl Peace Lab’s Centre for Migrants in Hal Far,

Malta, April 3. The backdrop was built with plastic bottles and life vests pulled from the sea.

Pope Francis answers
questions from journalists
P aboard his flight from
Malta to Rome, April 3.
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Supporting beleaguered
war’s tol

Ukrainians suffering

When a building
is shaking due

to incessant
bombing, it causes
fear but “we are
with the people”

a Salesian priest
delivering aid to
Ukraine tells Chai
Brady

e world has looked on in
horror at the devastation and
death left behind by Russian
soldiers who retreated from

a town north-east of Ukraine’s capi-
tal of Kyiv over the weekend, while
some offered strong words of criti-
cism, there are those quietly continu-
ing to deliver aid across the embattled
nation and helping refugees at the
borders.

Reports that Russian soldiers
have committed numerous war
crimes - the town of Bucha which
they occupied being one example
- across Ukraine have continued to
grow as the leaders of other Euro-
pean countries offer condemnation
and aid. This is not enough according
Fr Roman Sikon SDB who has been
driving truckloads of supplies into
Ukraine from Poland.

Speaking to The Irish Catholic from
a town close to Lviv in Ukraine, Fr
Sikon was optimistic about the future
of Ukraine and its people. He says: “We
can see the great fighting spirit and
unity against the aggressors, against
Russian war criminals who are coming
here, so I think the Ukrainian nation
won't be defeated in this war. [ don’t
know how long it will take, maybe
months, maybe years - but I think,
even for years, they are ready to fight.”

He says there has been “big dis-
appointment” among the people of
Ukraine due to the actions of some
European countries. He mentions
France and Germany who are con-
tinuing to do business on a large scale
with Russia due to their dependence
on Russian gas.

“We can say they are financing
this war for Russia. So this is the big
disappointment for people here, and
pain... in this war Ukraine is alone. Of
course, there is supply coming from
Nato, we don’t know what kind of
supply it will be but it’s coming,” he
says, adding “there’s no safe place in
Ukraine”.

Even in Lviv, which has become a
hub for refugees, and as it’s close to

A building near the National
University.in' Kharkiv, Ukraine, burns
after shelling. Phieto ENS
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Poland many refugees pass through
the city before crossing the border.
Fr Sikon says that even Lviv, which
is considered safer than other more
war-torn parts of the country, “was
attacked by sophisticated weapons
launched from the Black Sea”.

“Sometimes we’re going to the
places that are supposed to be safe
but even there, if we stay there for one
night, the city is attacked by rockets.
When you can feel the building shak-
ing, the windows shaking, it makes
you scared but we are with the people
here,” he says.

His Salesian community are based
in Krakow where they collect dona-
tions and bring them via car and
truck to several areas across Ukraine,
including the capital Kyiv, Odesa and
Korostyshiv.

Money
One of the most important things
people need is money, Fr Sikon says,
as well as food, fuel and medicine.

Asked if he ever felt fear going
out on his journeys around Ukraine,
he says that he arrived to Kyiv just
one day before Russia invaded, “This
attack was of course very big, from
seven directions. So you can feel
scared. I was in the crowd to run away
to Poland, we walked 18km then we
waited 18 hours on the border to enter
Poland.

“Later they ask me in Krakow can
[ try to drive the first small truck to
bring things to Ukraine and I said yes,

but later you have some doubts but
on the day when [ was starting, when
[ was going to Ukraine, we read the
Gospel and Jesus said, the one who
wants to save his life will lose it...
this Gospel gave me strength. I went
through the border a few times with
our transport, with our relief help,” Fr
Sikon says. He has been delivering aid
to Ukraine for more than a month and
a half now.

66 Reports that
Russian soldiers have
committed numerous
war crimes ”

Speaking directly to the people of
Ireland, he says: “What is important
to say to the people of Ireland is that
it’s not war, like somebody is fighting
with somebody, there is an innocent
country, the victim is Ukraine, the war
criminals are the Russian army.

“It is not only Putin, it is Russia
again from the ages, it doesn’t mat-
ter if it’s the Tsar or Lenin, Stalin, all
of them, they want to kill our nations,
Ukraine, and Poland too, and other
nations. The situation for us is simi-
lar from history, so maybe that's why
Poland especially understands that
Ukraine is fighting also for us. In
Europe we have to understand they
are fighting for us all.”

Fr Sikon accused Russian sol-
diers and pilots of deliberately tar-

geting civilians, including women
and children.

“They don't respect any humani-
tarian efforts, they bomb people who
want to run away from the city, they
are shooting cars and buses with
people and children in them. Even if
they have agreements to keep safe
corridors, when the people start to
move they don’t respect those and still
shoot, there are many, many testimo-
nies like that,” he says.

“Mines, land mines and special
mines, they send them by plane with
small parachutes in different places
and those mines are specially for
people and they are very sensitive.
You don’t have to touch this mine, it
is enough if you are walking close by
they feel the vibration and then they
kill people, this is what they [Russian
military] do.”

Faith

The faith of the Ukrainian people has
gone from strength to strength despite
the war, Fr Sikon believes, saying that
it is growing “even though it is very
hard and painful for people and we
are living in the fear of losing this life,
on this earth”.

About three quarters of the popu-
lation of Ukraine is Christian Orthodox
while more than 10% identifying as
Catholic. The west of Ukraine is where
Catholicism would be strongest.

“When Pope Francis consecrated
Ukraine and Russia to the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary a lot of people

06 His Salesian community are based in Krakow
where they collect donations and bring them via
car and truck to several areas across Ukraine”

gathered in this small parish, almost
100,000 parishioners came for this
prayer,” Fr Sikon says. The consecra-
tion took place on March 25 and was
led by the Pope in St Peter’s Basilica in
the Vatican.

“The spiritual condition of the
Ukrainians is growing and they
believe the moral justice is on the side
of Ukraine. We know that Ukraine did
not attack Russia, they are the ones
who are being attacked by Russia. So
the situation in this context is com-
fortable and people are strong.”

Fr Sikon states that the war in
Ukraine is very much a “spiritual fight”,
which is why they are fighting first and
foremost with prayer. “We are praying
for peace every day,” he says.

The bishop of Odesa, according to
Fr Sikon, has called the exorcists in the
diocese to use the exorcism ritual on
Russian President Vladimir Putin to
“chase out the demons who are rul-
ing the country through him”.

“St Michael is the patron of Ukraine,
we are praying to him to win this war,
because the peace here will come only
through the victory of Ukraine,” he
adds. Donations to the Salesians can
be made through salesiansireland.ie

Suffering

It's not just the Salesians who are
assisting the people of Ukraine, many
congregations are working hard to
alleviate suffering and provide spir-
itual and material support.

John Moffett, the CEO of Misean
Cara, an organisation which sup-
ports missionary congregations and
volunteer organisations and has 88
members working in 51 countries
around the globe, says missionaries
are uniquely placed to respond to
humanitarian crises.
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Currently in Ukraine there are a
number of members of Misean Cara
who have a congregational presence.
This includes the Jesuits, the Redemp-
torists, the Salesians of Don Bosco, the
Salesian Sisters. the Salvatorians, the
Daughters of Charity and the Loreto
Sisters also have a connection.

Mr Moffett says the orders that
they know are actively respond-
ing to the crisis are the Jesuits, the
Redemptorists, the Salesian Sisters,
the Salesian of Don Bosco and the
Salvatorians.

66 One of the most
important things people
need is money, Fr Sikon
says, as well as food,
fuel and medicine”

“I can’t stress enough just how well
placed these missionary organisations
are to respond first and uniquely to the
needs of people in Ukraine as they’re
suffering from the loss of services, the
lack of transport, the shelter they need
during bombing,” he says.

Network

Another advantage missionaries
have is access to “a fantastic network
through the churches, they're work-
ing with local communities to help
find longer term accommodation for
people as well,” says Mr Moffett, “The
missionaries are using all the facili-
ties that they have available to the
disposal of people. They are providing
people with help as they move out of
Ukraine, as people are moving across
countries and particularly in Poland,
they are providing support to people
who are queuing up at the border, giv-
ing out blankets, food, water.

“The Salesian sisters are providing
medical aid to people who have been
injured through bombings in Lviv and
Odesa. The Salesians are working on
both sides of the border providing
shelter in their facilities, churches and
homes. They're there at reception cen-
tres in Poland to help them get access
to accommodation, to provide them
with a cup of tea, blankets and clothes
for all the people that are leaving eve-
rything behind as they move out.”

While it is clear that many Ukrain-
ian refugees long to return home, even

if the war were to end tomorrow there
is still extensive damage done to vital
infrastructure which will take many
years to rebuild.

Mr Moffett says missionaries,
when the time comes, will have a role
in the rebuilding efforts. “We all hope
that a ceasefire will come in the near
future but if you look at the extensive
damage that’s been done it will be a
long, long time before people are able
to return to Ukraine that have left the
country so it’s not a short term fix and
I guess the challenge of this crisis is
that once the immediate emergency
is over the funding can dry up very
quickly so what's going to be needed is
along term commitment and support
which missionary organisations are
absolutely devoted to and they’ll be
there both during this initial crisis but
through the longer period of recovery
and the return back to Ukraine when
people are able to do so.”

He adds: “We're trying to promote
the work that they're doing in Ukraine
and to help them raise funds so we’re
both accepting donations to Misean
Cara that we pass on to our members
but also on our website we're adver-
tising their own fundraising efforts
and promoting the work that they’re
doing and directing people to their
websites so they can directly contrib-
ute towards them.”

Education

There is a plethora of challenges
refugees face including barriers to
education, trauma, the loss of their
livelihoods and much more.

Emilia Sorrentino, the Education in
Emergencies Specialist for the charity
Plan International, told The Irish Cath-
olic they have sent teams out to Mol-
dova, Romania and Poland to assist in
the refugee crisis.

She says they are supporting
national organisations in the coun-
tries in a variety of ways, including to
provide child protection services.

In Moldova in particular they have
“set up mobile units who are com-
posed of child protection social work-
ers, there are lawyers, psychologists,
who are providing psychological first
aid because many of the refugees, you
can imagine, are distressed because
of the situation. They have witnessed
destruction they have left family
members behind so it’s evident that
they really are in need of psychosocial
support”, she explains.

They are providing support par-
ticularly to children who are unac-
companied and separated and may
not be crossing the border with their
parents.

Ms Sorrentino says: “We have
been at the borders, and we have wit-

nessed many women crossing with a
lot of children who are not necessar-
ily their sons and daughters therefore
these children are, in particular, at risk
of sexual and gender-based violence -
the likes of trafficking — but the same
risk is there for the women.

66 We’re trying to
promote the work
that they’re doing in
Ukraine and to help
them raise funds so
we’re both accepting
donations”

“Most of the refugees, the large
majority, are women and children
and elderly. Most of the young men
are left behind because they are
engaging in the fight, supporting
the military operation in Ukraine
and they are not allowed to cross.
“So we have witnessed children
who are completely distressed and
shocked because they had to leave
their fathers behind and they do
not know when they will see their
fathers again or their brothers,” she
says.

According to Plan International
many of the refugees who are cross-
ing in recent times may not have a
plan compared to refugees who fled
earlier in the war. Ms Sorrento says
that the first wave refugees that

o=l

Plan International donated 500 backpacks to the City Hall of Chisinau in response to a request to support
child refugees from Ukraine who have been enrolled at schools in Moldova. Photo: Plan International Tat

Fr Sikon pictures
men with supplies for
Ukrainian refugees.

were crossing had financial means,
they were crossing the border in
cars, and many had relatives in other
European countries or a support net-
work somewhere “but now the situ-
ation has changed”.

“More and more of the refu-
gees who are crossing are vulner-
able, they don’t have much financial
means and they don’t have a plan, so
they don’t know what they are going
to do next,” she says.

Regarding their child protection
efforts, they have seen many refu-
gees crossing without identification
documents. While adults may have
IDs there are children who do not
have any documents.

Ms Sorrento explained: “There
are also newborn children who were
born a few days before the war has
started, so they don’t have a birth
certificate, this is another big chal-
lenge and without any documents
it is really difficult for them to con-
tinue their journey even if they want
to continue and go to other Euro-
pean countries.”

Education

Providing education for refugee chil-
dren who speak a different language
is something Ireland is already trying
to navigate. Ms Sorrento say they are
trying to assist the education systems
in the three countries in which they
are operating to help integrate refu-
gee children who are enrolling in their
schools.

“There is a need for children who
want enrol to have bridging classes
to learn the language, so Polish in
the case of Poland and Romanian in
the case of Romania, unless they are
able to enrol in a Russian speaking
school for instance, in Moldova there
are some Russian speaking schools:
Some children are bilingual so they
speak Ukrainian and Russian,” Ms
Sorrento says.

The level of support and engage-
ment of local communities in Mol-
dova, Romania and Poland is “huge”,
Ms Sorrento adds, “so they are really
making a huge effort, they have been
at the forefront of the response and I
think this has to be acknowledged.

“What international humanitarian
organisations and the international
community can do is really to support
them, to work in collaboration with
them, because they were definitely
those who were there when the first
refugees started crossing the borders”
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Ruadhan Jones

he iconic Collegiate Chapel of St Fin-

barr - better known as the Honan

Chapel at University College Cork -

reopened in March, after a €1.2 mil-
lion refurbishment.

Bishop of Cork and Ross Fintan Gavin cel-
ebrated Mass to mark a new chapter in the
chapel’s 106-year-old story.

[

Honan Chapel.

President of UCC Prof. John O’Halloran, Bishop of Meath
Tom Deenihan and Virginia Teehan

Bishop Fintan Gavin blesses the newly refurbished Bishop Gavin celebrates Mass in the
Honan Chapel. Photos: Brian Lougheed.

The occasion was also marked with a din-
ner in the Aula Maxima hosted by the Honan
Trust.

In attendance were Fr Christy O’'Dwyer;
Bishop Tom Deenihan, Bishop of Meath;
Bishop John Buckley, Bishop-emeritus of
Cork and Ross; Bishop Fintan Gavin; Arch-
bishop Kieran O’Reilly, Archbishop of Cashel
and Emly; Bishop Ray Browne, Bishop of
Kerry; Fr Noel O’Sullivan and Fr Gerard
Dunne, secretary of the Honan Trust.

i E o L . =l = : LX T -
Pictured from left are Fr Christy O’'Dwyer, Bishop Tom Deenihan of Meath, Bishop John
Buckley - the bishop emeritus of Cork and Ross, Bishop Fintan Gavin, Archbishop Kieran
O’Reilly of Cashel and Emly, Bishop Ray Browne of Kerry, Fr Noel O’Sullivan and Fr Gerard
Dunne, secretary of the Honan Trust.

A

* Ciara Cullinane (singer)

| and Donnchadh Hugh

f (organist) who performed at
the ceremony, with Bishop
Fintan Gavin.

Pictured at the dinner were Bishop Fintan
Gavin, Bishop of Cork and Ross with Chris
and Susan Dineen.

Pictured in the in the Aula Maxima dinner
were, from left: Bishop Ray Browne, Bishop
of Kerry with Maeve and Cillian Hurley.

Pictured at the dinner were, from left: Prof John O’Halloran,
President of UCC; Clir Mary Rose Desmond, Deputy Lord Mayor of
Cork; Dr Cathy Day, Chair of the Governng Body UCC and Bishop
John Buckley, bishop-emeritus of Cork and Ross.

Pictured at the dinner
were Jim Hayes and
Fr Christy O’Dwyer.




vy PLAN

INTERNATIOMNAL

IN CONFLICT, CHILDRE

PAY THE HIGHEST PRICE. ™
TAKE ACTION NOW!

SCAN TO DONATE NOW —>

Plan International Ireland | Charity Reg No. 20050764 | Company RegiNOs359578 “"!

CHILDHOOD UNDER ATTACK IN UKRAINE

CHILDREN FLEEING UKRAINE URGENTLY NEED SHELTER, PROTECTION, BLANKETS, FOOD,
WATER, MEDICAL ASSISTANCE AND EMOTIONAL CARE AND SUPPORT. MILLIONS OF CHILDREN
ARE WITNESSING THE HORRORS OF THiS CONFLICT.

WILL YOU ACT NOW AND HELP US KEEP CHILDREN SAFE?

| WANT TO HELP CHILDREN IMPACTED BY CONFLICT IN UKRAINE

| ] €30 can provide essential infant care items to 5 families | | €60 can provide an education kit to 10 displaced children

| ] €110 can provide hygiene kits for 3 Ukrainian families || Or my own amount €

Name: Address: Phone number:

I would like to pay by:
|| cheque/postal order or charity voucher payable to: Plan International Ireland OR

Please debit my:| |Visa| |MasterCard

e rrerrry Lhltd Lhfd

Card number Expiry date Cvv

Name of cardholder

Signature Date:

Please return your completed form in the envelope provided, or return to Plan International Ireland,
11 Harrington Street, Dublin 8, DO8 EK7D.

Donate today - phone Lo-Call on 1800 829 829 or online at www.plan.ie/donate



The Irish Catholic, April 7, 2022

20 | News |

Fr McVerry commends Derry JPII

awards recipients for outreach

Ruadhan Jones

t the 15th annual John

Paul II awards ceremony

in Derry, Fr Peter McVerry

ommended the recipients

of the awards for reaching out to their
parishes and communities.

In reaching out, Fr McVerry said,

“they were meeting Jesus in those

they encountered”.

at the ceremony, and along with
Bishop of Derry Donal McKeown
presented 288 young people from
Derry and beyond with their cer-
tificates and medals in St Eugene’s
Cathedral, Derry.

The young people represented
42 parishes in the diocese and 19
from outside of it, including seven
from London.

This year, four people who had
previously achieved their gold award

Fr McVerry was the guest speaker  received the Papal Cross award.

Bishop Donal McKeown and Fr Peter McVerry present medals to students and staff from Crana College in St
Eugene’s Cathedral, Derry.

Parish of Saint Eug e’s
Cathedral, Derry City

Sacred Heart
College Omagh™

[ | B
'Holy Cross College
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ARMAGH: A group picture taken following a Mass of thanksgiving in Armagh Cathedral for the work of Mary’s Meals in Armagh and Benburbs through the Mother’s Prayer Group.
During the Mass, Fr Barry Matthews commented that Mary’s Meals is feeding the priests and leaders of tomorrow.

youth

KILDARE: Bishop of Kildare and Leighlin Denis Nulty is pictured with students who
received their Meitheal award in Cill Mhuire Church, Newbridge parish on the first of
three Meitheal achievement nights. Bishop Nulty said it was great to meet students
from CBS Naas, St Pauls Monasterevin, Kildare Town Community School and six
other schools from the north of the diocese.

Conference to bring youth
to God through Mary

A young adult conference hopes to teach
young people to trust God with Mary,
through a day of adoration, talks and
conversation.

The conference, hosted by the Legion of
Mary, takes place Saturday April 30 in St
Patrick’s College, Drumcondra and costs €25
(including lunch).

Running from 10am-5pm, organisers
hope to invite young adults to “learn, share
and discuss our faith”.

“We are delighted that Fr Declan Lohan
will lead the conference, while the schedule
includes eminent speakers, such as Fr Luke
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DERRY: Some Primary 4 children from St Eithne’s PS are picturéd with Fr Paul Farren at St

1 | B

Eugene’s Cathedral, where they led the responses to the rosary for peace.

Demasi,” one of the organisers said.

Fr Demasi, of the Servants of the Home
of the Mother, has spoken at conferences
across the country, bringing “a great zeal for
Our Lady and knowledge of the challenges
of modern life for young people”.

“It will be a fantastic day of events for
young Catholics including talks, liturgies,
adoration, confessions along with lots of
social time,” the spokesperson said.

The conference is aimed at Catholics
aged 18-40 and tickets can be purchased on
Eventbrite.ie.

The day-long event will include
testimonies from young men and women, as
well as a talk on the founder of the Legion
of Mary, Servant of God Frank Duff, by The
Irish Catholic journalist Ruadhan Jones.

Celebration to mark
70 years of Catholic
education at NI school

A special celebration will take place in Co.
Antrim this summer to mark seven decades
of Catholic secondary education at Garron
Tower.

Current and former pupils and staff are
invited to visit St Killian’s College, near
Carnlough, for an open day on August 20,
The Irish News reports.

Mass will be celebrated in the chapel,
with the last surviving past president of
St MacNissi’s College, Fr Paddy Delargy, as
chief celebrant.

In addition, a new book will be launched
in the college gymnasium that has been put
together after the Garron Tower past pupils’
association decided to place on record as
much historical material as possible.

It has been written by former Irish News
journalist Denis O’Hara, a Garron Tower
pupil, who has trawled through the school’s
history to record as many school days as
possible.

Donations towards the open day
and book launch, can be made at www.
justgiving.com/crowdfunding/garron-tower.

Contributions of £100-plus will receive
a complimentary book, signed by Denis
O’Hara. Books can be pre-ordered for £30 by
emailing garrontower1@gmail.com.
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WEXFORD: Teacher, Tony Frencrlw is pictured with Fr DERRY: Lizzie and Ni_amh of D(_erry Diocesan Youth and

Michael Collender after Mass in Good Counsel College Mary O’Boyle, Post-Primary advisor L!pdated the rf)sary . L ——

Church, New Ross, where they prayed for all who suffer in for peace tracker today at the Grotto in St Eugenels ITA!.Y: Fr Michael Toomey is pictured bringing over 2,000 '
Ukrainé and for péace in our world through the power of Cathedral. Derry schools have prayed 329,857 Halil petitions from people all over Ireland to the tomb of Padre Pio,
God’s h,oly Cross. Marys for Peace for Ukraine. where he celebrated Mass, March 29.
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KERRY: Fr Michael Moynihan PP Dingle, presents a cheque with the proceeds of
the cribs in the parish of Dingle, which amounted to €3,440 to Orla Kennedy, Sinéad
Moriarty, Réisin Dalby and Cora Slattery, students of Pobal Scoil, Corcha Dhuibhne
who are part of the Kenyan Cara Project. The students will be travelling to Kenya in
May.

TIPPERARY: Fr Billy Meehan is pictured with Mayor Michael Murphy and Tipperary councillors
during St Patrick’s Day Celebrations at St Mary’s Church, Irishtown, Clonmel.
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TYRONE: The North’s Minister of Education Michelle Mcllveen, meets students from
— Sacred Heart College during a visit to the school, March 23. She met teachers, staff and

DOWN: Members of Queen’s University Belfast’s Blest group joined The Hub for an students and was treated to a concert by the school’s traditional music group and vocal/
evening of arts, crafts and shopping in aid of Waakisa Ministries, March 29. ukulele band.
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CORK: Bishop of Cork and Ross Fintan Gavin prays before a statue of the Virgin Mary

Edited by Ruadhan Jones
Ruadhan@irishcatholic.ie
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Archbishop Eamon Martin
along with clergy of the
diocese will celebrate a
Chrism Mass on April 131in  :
St Patrick’s Cathedral. Mass :
commences at 7pm. :

Lenten Reflections in St
Patrick’s Cathedral, Armagh
take place on Tuesday
evenings during Lent con-
cluding on April 12 with a
talk on the theme of ‘Grief
— a process that’s experi-
enced one day at a time’ at
7.30pm.

The Dromantine Retreat
and Conference Centre
is hosting a workshop
entitled ‘Finding the joy,
purpose and happiness you

KILDARE

i St Patrick’s Pontifical Univer-

sity, Maynooth will host an
international conference
entitled ‘The Future of
Christian Thinking’ April
27-30 which will feature
prominent guest speakers,

Events deadline is a week in

advance of publication

: Adoration in Blessed Sacra-

including former Archbishop

of Canterbury Rowan Wil-
liams and Cyril O’Regan.
For more information visit
maynoothcollege.ie.

I KERRY |

: Adoration for world peace will

begin after the 11am Mass
on Friday April 8 in the

O’Connell Memorial Church, :

Cahersiveen until midnight
in front of the main altar.

ment Chapel at St Joseph’s
Carrickmacross takes place
Monday 9-10am, Tuesday
9am-7pm, Wednesday
9-10am, Thursday 9-10am,
Friday 9-10am, Saturday
10-11am and Sunday
1-6pm.

ROSCOMMON

Bishop Paul Dempsey is invit-

ing parishioners from every
parish in the diocese to par-
ticipate in the Chrism Mass
at St Nathy’s Cathedral, Bal-
laghaderreen, on Monday
April 11 at 7.30pm.

deserve’ on Saturday April 9 :

(9.30am-4.30pm). GALWAY
CAR LOW Adoration takes place each :

' . . Tuesday in the Achonry/Mul- :
Bishop Denis Nulty will cel- linabreena Parish between :
ebrate a Chrism Mass at

Carlow Cathedral on Mon-
day 11th April at 7.30pm.

SLIGO

Eucharistic Adoration is held
at Tubbercurry Church on
Wednesdays from 11am
to 7pm.

LEITRIM

A period of Eucharistic adora-
tion will take place each
Saturday morning after the
10am mass during Lent at
St Mary’s Church, Carrick-
On-Shannon.

LONGFORD

: Christian meditation on

: Tuesday evenings in St
Mel’s Cathedral’s Medita-
tion Room over the sacristy
6.40pm to 7.15pm. Enter
through the back door of the

during the act of consecration of Russia and Ukraine in the North Cathedral.

4pm-8pm in Mullinabreena
and 6pm-9pm in Achonry.

JLaois |

: Atriduum celebrating the

: Paschal journey in the 21st
Century will take place at
Mount St Anne’s Retreat
and Conference Centre,
Portarlington from April
14-17 and will be facilitated
by Fr Diarmuid O’Murcha.
For more information visit
www.mountstannes.com.

ILouTH |

Arosary group meets at StPat- : A 5ng_qay archdiocesan youth
rick’s Church, Castledawson :  yetreat will take place at the

Cathedral, from 6.30pm.
every Tuesday at 7pm. Oasis of Peace in Collonon :
DONEGAL Sunday April 10. The day

: Il TIPPERARY
will commence at 10am with :

Mass celebrated by Bishop : Easter Penitential Mass will be

CORK

Bishop Fintan Gavin, Bishop
of Cork and Ross will offici-
ate at a special Mass for
People with Parkinson’s,
their families and friends to
take place in St Patrick’s
Church, Rochestown, Cork
on Wednesday April 27 at
7pm.

DERRY

Contemplative meditation Michael Router and will held at St Kevin’s Church,
meetings take place each conclude at 4pm. Littleton on Thursday, April
Saturday at 11am in the :

y : The St Padre Pio Mass and 7 at7.30pm.

Franciscan Friary, Ross-

nowlagh. devotions will recommence

on Thursday April 21 at
7pm at St Mary’s Church,
Drogheda.

LIMERICK

: The Legion of Mary hosts
weekly meetings in the
Pastoral Centre, Doon on
Tuesday evenings at 7pm.

TYRONE

: Aone-day archdiocesan youth
retreat will take place in
Cookstown Parochial
Centre on Saturday April 9.
The day will commence at
10am with Mass celebrated
by Bishop Michael Router,
concluding at 4pm.

WESTMEATH

: Prayers are recited every
Wednesday at 3pm in Our
Lady, Queen of Peace
Church, Coosan.

DUBLIN

The Manresa team from the
Jesuit Centre of spiritual-
ity will be hosting the last
of its series on Synodal
prayer and discernment
evenings, which concludes :
on Wednesday April 13
with a Zoom meeting enti-

tled ‘Finding inner freedom’ : MAYO

between 7.30-9.30pm. ¢ Latin Mass in the Extradordinary
Mike Drennan SJ and Mary ©  Form will take place at Our

Hunt will guide the online Lady’s Shrine Knock on Sun- :
session. : day April 10 at 5:30pm. :

Ayoung adult Catholic confer- : Adoration will take place at
ence will take place on Bohola Parish from 7.00pm
Saturday April 30 at St to 9.00pm every Wednes-
Patrick’s College, Drum-

day.
condra, organised by the

Legion of Mary. Fr Declan MEATH

Lohan will lead the confer-

ence, while the schedule  : The St Padre Pio Mass is held

includes noted speakers, in St Mary’s Church Navan

such as Fr Luke Demasi. on the first Wednesday of
every month at 7.30pm.

For more information, visit
Eventbrite.ie. Rosary said before Mass.

CORK: Second Iass boys from St Mark’s NS, the Glen, after pictured after making their
first Confession. The school said they were very proud of the boys and thanked their
teachers Ms Feehan and Ms Downey who prepared to them for the ceremony today.

CA prayer meeting is held in
the Friary Church, Athlone,
every Monday night from
7pm-8pm.

MAYO: Fr Richard Gibbons rector
of Knock Shrine bows before the . e > ¥
processional statue of Our Lady of Knock ARMAGH: Archbishop Eamon Martin prays the
during the act of consecration in Knock  act of consecration of Russia and Ukraine to the
Shrine, March 25. Photo: Sinead Malee.  Immaculate Heart of Mary at Newry Cathedral.

¢ Legion of Mary meetings will
take place every Thursday
afternoon at noon in St
Michael’s Pastoral Centre,
New Ross.
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Catholic priest abducted after
Sunday Mass in Nigeria

® A Catholic priest of the Diocese of Minna in Nigeria was
among 45 people kidnapped after Mass March 27.

The Nigeria Catholic Network reported that on the morning
of March 27, assailants abducted villagers along with Fr Leo
Raphael Ozigi, a priest of St Mary’s Catholic Church in the town
of Sarkin Pawa.

Fr Emeka Amanchukwu, the diocesan chancellor, confirmed
to ACI Africa that Fr Ozigi had been kidnapped.

Fr Amanchukwu said in a letter to the Catholic Secretariat of
Nigeria that “the unfortunate incident occurred when the priest
was returning to his place of residence in Christ the King Parish,
Gwada, after the celebration of the Holy Mass in his parish, St
Mary’s Parish, Sarkin Pawa”.

Tabernacle of Chilean church

desecrated

® Fr Pedro Pedraza, the
rector of the Lourdes Grotto
Shrine in Santiago, Chile,
has reported that two
ciboria which had contained
consecrated hosts were
stolen from the shrine’s
tabernacle March 28.

The Daughters of Saint
Ann, nuns who live in the
area, were “alerted by a call
from parents from Saint Ann
School,” who told them that

there were “hosts lying in the
street.”

Around 4:30 pm the
superior picked up “some
hosts and then others were
found, along the same
street”.

In his statement, the
rector lamented “the sad and
painful news” and asked the
Faithful to join in prayers of
reparation.

Thousands march for life in Madrid

@®Thousands of people participated in the March for Life held
March 27 in Madrid. The march terminated at the Plaza de
Cibeles, where a stage was set up for the main event.

The organisers explained that the purpose of the march
was to emphasise that “life must be cared for from conception
until natural death and that just laws must be passed”.

A manifesto was read at the March 27 event stating that
“every human being has the right to life and to be treated as
he deserves because of his dignity, from conception to natural
death”.

Colombian priest urges
conscientious voting ahead of
election

® A Colombian priest has
called on Catholics to

importance of participating
in elections and voting for

German cardinal calls for change in
Church teaching on homosexuality

erman Cardinal

Reinhard Marx

said in an inter-

view published on
last week that the Catechism
of the Catholic Church is “not
set in stone” and “one is also
allowed to doubt what it
says.”

The cardinal made the
comments in a seven-
page spread in the March
31 edition of the weekly
current affairs magazine
Stern, reported CNA Deutsch.

Cardinal Marx, the arch-
bishop of Munich and Fre-
ising, is one of the most
influential Catholic leaders in
Europe, serving as a member
of Pope Francis’ Council of
Cardinal Advisers and presi-
dent of the Vatican’s Council
for the Economy.

He spoke about the Cat-
echism in response to a ques-
tion about “how homosexual,
queer, or trans people are to
be accommodated in Catholic
teaching”.

He said: “An inclusive ethic
that we envision is not about
being lax — as some claim.
It is about something else:
encounter at eye level, respect
for the other. The value of love
is shown in the relationship;
in not making the other per-
son an object, in not using or
humiliating the other person,
in being faithful and depend-
able to each other. The Cate-
chism is not set in stone. One
may also doubt what it says.”

He went on: “We discussed
these questions during the
family synod, but there was
reluctance to set something
down. Even then I said: there
are people living in an inti-

German Cardinal Reinhard Marx of Munich and Freising spe
flag during a service marking the 20th anniversary of the LGBTQ community at St Paul’s
Church in Munich, March 13. Photo: CNS.

mate love relationship that
is expressed sexually. Are we
really going to say that this
is worthless? Sure, there are
people who want to see sex-
uality limited to procreation,
but what do they say to peo-
ple who can’t have children?”
Cardinal Marx’s comments
are part of a growing push
within the German Church
for changes to the Catechism’s
teaching on homosexuality.
Earlier this month, Bishop
Georg Batzing, Cardinal
Marx’s successor as chair-
man of the German bishops’
conference, agreed with a
journalist’s assertion that

“no one” adhered to the
Church’s teaching that sexu-
ality should only be prac-
ticed within marriage.

“That’s true,” Bishop Bdtz-
ing said. “And we have to
somewhat change the Cat-
echism on this matter. Sexu-
ality is a gift from God. And
not a sin.”

He was speaking after par-
ticipants in the German “Syn-
odal Way” voted in favour
of draft documents calling
for same-sex blessings and
the revision of Catholic teach-
ing on homosexuality.

In February, another
prominent European Church

aks in front of a ra_inbow

LA |

leader, Cardinal Jean-Claude
Hollerich SJ, was asked by the
German Catholic news agency
KNA how he dealt “with the
Church teaching that homo-
sexuality is a sin”.

He replied: “I believe
that this is wrong. But I also
believe that we are thinking
ahead in doctrine here. The
way the Pope has expressed
himself in the past, this can
lead to a change in doctrine.
Because I believe that the
sociological-scientific foun-
dation of this teaching is no
longer correct.”

be consistent with their
religious convictions and
the teaching of the Church
when voting for their
political representatives, as
the country’s presidential
election nears.

Colombia’s presidential
election will be held May 29.
In a video, Fr Ramiro
Quintero Salazar reminded

the Faithful of the

political representatives
who respect the teaching
of the Catholic Church on
life, family, and religious
freedom.

Fr Quintero, a member
of the Congregation of the
Daughters of Charity, is a
chaplain at Our Lady of the
Miraculous Medal Chapel
in Cali.

Egyptian cardinal’s life marked
by ‘faith and priestly zeal’

Former Vatican official ‘obeyed’ orders in London property deal

A former Vatican official facing charges
of extortion and abuse of office related
to a controversial London property deal
said he was acting under obedience in
his role and made no decisions without
approval from his direct superior, Arch-
bishop Edgar Pefia Parra.

Msgr Mauro Carlino, who served as
secretary to then-Archbishop Angelo
Becciu, when he served as the Vatican
substitute secretary for general affairs
- the No. 3 position in the Vatican Sec-
retariat of State — and Archbishop Pefia

Parra, the current substitute, took the
stand at a Vatican trial March 30.

Since his indictment last year, Msgr
Carlino told the court: “I have turned my
gaze to the cross. I asked myself several
times: What wrong have I done? I have
obeyed. And in obedience I think I have
done the Lord’s will. Obedience to supe-
riors has characterised my existence.”

Msgr Carlino is among the 10 defend-
ants, including Cardinal Becciu, facing
charges stemming from a Vatican inves-
tigation into how the Secretariat of State

used $200 million to finance a property
development project in London’s Chelsea
district.

Archbishop Pefia Parra is not one
of the defendants. The Vatican’s initial
investment in the property was made
while then-Archbishop Becciu worked
in the Secretariat of State; later, under
Archbishop Pefia Parra, the Vatican
moved to purchase a majority stake in
the property. In the end, the deal cost
the Vatican millions of dollars.

® Pope Francis has his offered condolences after the death of
the Egyptian Cardinal Antonios Naguib.

Cardinal Naguib died in Cairo on March 28, nearly 10
years after he retired as the Patriarch of Alexandria, the head
of the Coptic Catholic Church, for health reasons. He was 87
years old.

In a message sent by the Pope to Patriarch Ibrahim Isaac
Sidrak, the current Coptic Catholic Patriarch of Alexandria,
Pope Francis recalled Naguib’s “faith and priestly zeal” and his
prioritisation of priestly formation.

Arab Christian policeman Kkilled in terror attack in Israel

An Arab Christian police
officer was one of five killed
by a Palestinian gunman in a
suburb of the Israeli city of Tel
Aviv March 29.

The attack took place that
evening in Bnei Brak, one of
the country’s most populous

ultra-Orthodox Jewish areas.

One of those killed was
Christian police officer Amir
Khoury, a 32-year-old Israeli
Arab from Nazareth.

The first two victims were
two Ukrainian men killed as
they sat outside of a local

grocery shop, while the final
victims before Mr Khoury’s
intervention were Israeli resi-
dents of the Bnei Brak neigh-
bourhood.

Mr Khoury was fatally
wounded when he and
his partner confronted the

attacker, while his partner
shot and killed the gunman.

The funeral of the “hero
of Israel” was presided over
by a Greek-Orthodox priest,
before he was interred with
the nation’s flag draped over
his casket.
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Christian MP acquitted on all charges
after Finland’s Bible tweet trial

The verdict in the closely
watched trial of a Finnish
Christian MP was announced
March 30.

A court in Helsinki dis-
missed all charges against
Pdivi Rdsdnen, a physi-
cian and mother of five,
and Juhana Pohjola, a bishop
of the Evangelical Lutheran
Mission Diocese of Finland,
after a free speech trial that
drew international attention.

The court said in a unani-
mous 28-page ruling on
March 30 that “it is not for
the district court to interpret
biblical concepts”.

It said that Ms Rdsdnen
had sought to “defend the
concept of family and mar-

riage between a man and
a woman”. If some people
found the statements offen-
sive, it said, “there must be
an overriding social rea-
son for interfering with
and restricting freedom of
expression”.

It ordered the state pay
legal costs to the defence of
more than €60,000.

Ms Rdsdnen said: “Iam so
grateful the court recognised
the threat to free speech and
ruled in our favour. I feel a
weight has been lifted off
my shoulders after being
acquitted.”

“Although I am grateful
for having had this chance
to stand up for freedom of

speech, I hope that this rul-
ing will help prevent others
from having to go through
the same ordeal.”

The charges against the
62-year-old Ms Rasdnen
related to her comments in a
2004 pamphlet, her appear-
ance in a 2018 radio debate,
and a Twitter post in 2019.

The Prosecutor General
charged Ms Rdsdnen, who
served as Finland’s interior
minister from 2011 to 2015,
with incitement against a
minority group, arguing that
her statements were “likely
to cause intolerance, con-
tempt, and hatred towards
homosexuals”.

The charge against Poh-

jola concerned his decision to
publish Ms Rdsdnen’s pam-
phlet, “Male and Female He
Created Them.”

Ms Rdsdnen, who was
chairwoman of the Christian
Democrats party from 2004
to 2015, is an active mem-
ber of the Finnish Lutheran
Church. But she questioned
her Church’s sponsorship of
an LGBT pride event in 2019.

On June 17, 2019, she
asked in a Twitter post how
the sponsorship was com-
patible with the Bible, link-
ing to a photograph of a
biblical passage, Romans
1:24-27, on Instagram. She
also posted the text and
image on Facebook.

US state drops residency requirement for assisted suicide

Oregon has dropped its residency
requirement for assisted suicide, mean-
ing doctors will be allowed to prescribe
lethal drugs to people who do not reside
in the state.

In response to a federal lawsuit,
the state agreed to stop enforcing the
residency requirement, March 28. In
addition, the Oregon Health Authority
agreed to write a bill for state lawmak-
ers which would repeal the requirement
entirely.

Oregon Right to Life, a pro-life group
active in the state, deplored the settle-

ment and expressed worry that this
would mark the start of “death tourism”
in Oregon.

“We already have a problem with
dangerously short physician-patient
relationships and the push to eliminate
any waiting period for life-ending drugs.
We should not be expanding access to
lethal prescriptions,” said Oregon Right
to Life Executive Director Lois Anderson.

“The residency requirement at least
protected some patients from predatory
practices going unnoticed in the current
execution of the law.”

Compassion & Choices, an advocacy
organisation that pushes for expanded
legalisation of assisted suicide, filed the
suit on behalf of Nicholas Gideonse, an
Oregon doctor wishing to write prescrip-
tions for patients in nearby Washington
to end their lives.

The group filed the lawsuit arguing
that Oregon’s residency requirement
violated the Privileges and Immunities
Clause of the Constitution, which states
that “the citizens of each state shall be
entitled to all privileges and immunities
of citizens in the several states”.

| .i .-r:.. = . 4 1 .
Pope Francis to visit Indigenous
peoples in Canada in July

® Pope Francis has said that he will travel to Canada in
the summer, possibly for the feast of St Anne on July 26.

He made the announcement during a meeting with
Canadian Indigenous leaders at the Vatican on April 1.

“You have brought the living sense of your
communities here in Rome,” the Pope said. “I will be
happy to benefit again from meeting you by visiting your
native lands, where your families live.”

“I will not come to you in winter,” he said, adding “see
you again in Canada, where | shall be able to express my
closeness to you better.”

The Vatican has not yet confirmed a papal trip to
Canada, though the Canadian bishops said last year that
they would welcome his visit as a “pilgrimage of healing
and reconciliation”.

Pope: Person with autism can
be a Good Samaritan

® Pope Francis on Friday
urged for a culture of
inclusion, belonging and
solidarity for persons with
autism so that they not
only receive attention but
also participate in and
contribute to society.

He made the
exhortation in his
meeting with over 200
representatives of the
Italian Autism Foundation
(FI1A), on the occasion of
World Autism Awareness
Day, April 2, Saturday.

Autism, or autism
spectrum disorder (ASD),
refers to a broad range of
conditions characterised
by challenges with
social skills, repetitive
behaviours, speech and
nonverbal communication.

The Holy Father
thanked the foundation
saying through their
research projects and
initiatives in favour of
the weakest and most
disadvantaged, they
are making a valuable

contribution to the fight
against the “throw-away
culture prevalent in our
society that is too focused
on competition and profit”.

In this regard, he
encouraged a culture of
inclusion and belonging.
Disability, in all its forms,
he said, represents
a challenge and an
opportunity to build
together a more inclusive
and civil society, where
family members, teachers,
and associations like FIA
are not left alone but are
supported.

This calls for raising
awareness about autism
spectrum disorder,
breaking down prejudices,
and promoting a culture of
inclusion and belonging,
based on the dignity of the
person, he said.

The Pope said that men
and women who are more
fragile and vulnerable
and that are too often
marginalised are actually a
great asset to society.

New bishop of Lourdes
appointed

® Pope Francis named March 30 a new bishop of the
French Catholic diocese that is home to the Sanctuary
of Our Lady of Lourdes, one of the world’s most-visited
Marian shrines.

Msgr Jean-Marc Micas was appointed bishop of
the Diocese of Tarbes-et-Lourdes on March 30.

Msgr Micas currently serves as the French provincial
superior of the Society of Priests of Saint-Sulpice (PSS),
a society of apostolic life founded in 1642 that focuses on
priestly formation.

The 58-year-old priest will fill the vacancy in the
Lourdes diocese left when Bishop Nicolas Brouwet was
reassigned as bishop of Nimes in August 2021.

In a video message on March 30, Msgr Micas said that
he was overwhelmed and surprised by his appointment.

He noted the difficulties and suffering facing
the Church in France as a result of clerical abuse
scandals and said he hoped to be a pastor and friend to
all entrusted to his care within the diocese.

- J
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Passion Play makes a post-pandemic
return in Germany’s Oberammergau

Gunther Simmermacher

n 1633, at the height of the Ref-

ormation, the Black Death was

sweeping through Europe, includ-

ing the southern German region
of Bavaria. The terrified people of one
small village decided to do something
to protect themselves from this pan-
demic: The villagers vowed that every
10 years they would perform a “Pas-
sionsspiel” - a play depicting the Pas-
sion of Christ - should their hamlet be
spared.

The pandemic spared the village
of Oberammergau, and on Pentecost
the following year the villagers staged
their first Passion Play, at the town’s
cemetery. It has been performed by the
villagers at regular intervals ever since,
most recently in 2010.

Now, 389 years after that pan-
demic, Oberammergau is ready to
stage another Passion Play, at a time
when the world is waiting to mark the
end of another pandemic. The Passion
Play was originally planned to be per-
formed in 2020, but Covid-19 caused
cancellation. With foresight, the organ-
isers decided to delay the play for two
years. This year, from May 14 to Octo-
ber 2, the play will be performed five
days a week.

Oberammergau, population 5,400,
is near the winter sports resort of
Garmisch-Partenkirchen, and the vil-
lage subsists on the revenue of the
play and the associated tourism. While
those who produce and act in the play
are driven by local pride and piety, the
organisers of the modern Oberam-
mergau Passion Play are motivated by
€CoNnomics.

66 In return for their
modest remuneration,
the cast members
invest many hours of
practice every night
from January to the
opener in May”

Performances are sold out well in
advance. In 2010, half a million people
attended the 102 performances. One
day fights broke out at the box office
when 300 people came to compete
for 40 available tickets. Many of these
multitudes come from afar, and they
must sleep somewhere, eat, drink,
buy souvenirs. The whole region
around Oberammergau benefits.

The souvenir shops are plenty, and
the village’s world-famous wood-
carvings are popular with visitors.
Not all wood carvings on sale are
produced in Oberammergau; some
are made in China.

But it would be unjust to dismiss
the Passion Play as a purely com-
mercial exercise. The Catholic faith
infuses the air in Oberammergau, as
it does throughout the region - most
of Germany’s remaining 21 Passion
Plays are performed in Bavaria. The
sincerity of those who take part
should not be doubted. Only locally
born people or residents of at least 20
years may act in the play; musicians
and members of the chorus may be
drawn from surrounding areas. The

The Passion Play Theater is pictured in 2010 in
Oberammergau, Germany. Only local villagers are
allowed to perform in the Passion Play, which is'usually
performed every 10 years. Photo: CNS

©6 While those who produce and act in the play
are driven by local pride and piety, the organisers
of the modern Oberammergau Passion Play are
motivated by economics”

cast also includes animals, which
need not be local.

Villagers

For the 2,100 villagers who take part,
itis a labour of love and, for many, an
exercise in evangelisation. There is
not much in it for most of them, but
the sacrifices are many. Some actors
take unpaid leave to participate. Out-
side the leading roles, the actors do
not earn much. And there are fines
for transgressions, such as laughing
on stage.

In return for their modest remu-
neration, the cast members invest
many hours of practice every night
from January to the opener in May.
The men must grow long hair and
beards - by a traditional decree prom-
ulgated by the mayor.

Since November 2018, everyone
has known what their role will be,
from the leads to understudies to
ushers. One of the two Jesuses, Fred-
erik Mayet, a 41-year-old art direc-
tor at a Munich theatre, played that
role in 2010. Years before that, he
played St John - and 2010’s John has
been promoted to the role of Judas
in 2022.

This year’s alternate Jesus is Rochus
Riickel, at 25 the second-youngest

actor to play the part in the Passion
Play’s almost 400-year history. The
two actors playing Annas, the high
priest Caiaphas’ ruthless father-in-
law, have been performing in the play
since 1950.

Oberammergau did not invent
Passion Plays. These were wide-
spread in medieval times, performed
throughout the German-speaking
region as well as in countries such
as France, Italy and England. Before
and for long after Oberammergau’s
villagers made their plague-dodging
bargain with God, the most famous
Passion Play was that of Benedikt-
beuren, also in Bavaria. The oldest
complete script of a Passion Play
dates to the 14th century.

Reformation
With the Reformation, Passion Plays
fell out of common usage in most
parts of Germany, but in the solidly
Catholic Bavarian Alps and Austria
they became increasingly popular. It
was in that context that the Oberam-
mergau play was born, along with 40
others in the region between 1600
and 1650.

Oberammergau gained a measure
of pre-eminence in 1750 when its
script was thoroughly reworked by

Benedictine Father Ferdinand Ros-
ner of the nearby Ettal Abbey. That
script was adopted by other Passion
Plays throughout Bavaria. In 1780,
when Passion Plays were banned in
Bavaria, Oberammergau’s was one
of two plays granted an exemption.
This near-monopoly helped establish
Oberammergau’s Passion Play and,
in the mid-19th century, it began to
attract international attention and
increasing popularity.

©0 For the 2,100
villagers who take
part, it is a labour
of love and, for
many, an exercise in
evangelisation”

By the 1930s, Oberammergau
attracted 400,000 spectators. Among
them in 1934 - the play’s 300th anni-
versary — was Adolf Hitler.

Throughout their history, Pas-
sion Play runs generally were not
a good time for a Jew to be seen in
public - and not only in Germany.
Stoked on by the assertion that Jews
were responsible for the execution
of Christ and the blood libel (the

rumours that Jews used the blood of
Christian children for the production
of matzos for the Passover), Chris-
tian crowds would attack Jews, even
burning their homes.

Oberammergau did not solve the
problem of anti-Semitism in its script
until the 1990s, almost three decades
after the Second Vatican Council
decree “Nostra Aetate,” which put an
end to the final remnants of institu-
tional anti-Semitism.

Reworking

The reworking came with Christian
Stiickl, who first directed the play as
a 29-year-old in 1990 and has done
so ever since. He supervised two
comprehensive revisions to shed the
play of any trace of anti-Semitism.
The script now presents Jesus as the
leader of a Jewish movement, rather
than as non-Jewish victim of an
intrinsically bloodthirsty people.

The theology of the Passion Play
is modern and profoundly Christian:
The play does not condemn but seeks
to understand motivations. Judas
does not betray Jesus for greed but in
a tragically misguided strategic gam-
bit. Likewise, Caiaphas’ concerns are
mostly political: Jesus is a danger to a
delicate peace between the Jews and
the Roman occupiers.

It is not spoiling any plotlines to
reveal that the story culminates in the
Resurrection. In 2010, the last words
in the Oberammergau play belonged
to the choir, which declared: “Hal-
lelujah! Praise, honour, adoration,
power and majesty be yours, forever
and ever!”
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UN agencies paint dire picture with stats
showing 1 in 10 Ukrainians a refugee

4 B %
Carol Glatz

ore than 4 million peo-
ple have fled Ukraine
in the past five weeks,
and half of them are
children, said two UN agencies.
“Children make up half of all
refugees from the war in Ukraine,”
UNICEF said March 30 in a media
release that included data from
UNHCR, the UN refugee agency.
UNICEF estimated that 2 mil-
lion children have fled the war in
Ukraine in search of safety across
borders, and an additional 2.5 mil-
lion children are displaced within
the country. That means about 60%
of all children have been forced
from their homes since the conflict
started February 24, it said.

66 Poland has taken
in the majority of

refugees - 2.3 million,
according to the UN, ”

The UNHCR reported March
23 that 6.5 million people have
been displaced internally within
Ukraine and over 12 million more
have been affected in the areas
hardest hit by the war. “Humani-
tarian needs are increasing expo-
nentially,” it said.

With the latest figures, nearly
10% of the 44 million people who
lived in Ukraine before the conflict
have become refugees, accord-
ing to the UNHCR estimates as of
March 30. Those figures could be
higher, it added.

“The situation inside Ukraine is
spiralling,” said Catherine Russell,
executive director of UNICEF.

“As the number of children flee-
ing their homes continues to climb,
we must remember that every sin-
gle one of them needs protection,
education, safety and support,” she
said in a March 30 statement.

Majority

Poland has taken in the majority of
refugees - 2.3 million, according to
the UN, and more than 1.1 million of
them are children, with hundreds of
thousands also arriving in Romania,
Moldova, Hungary, Slovakia and the
Czech Republig, it said.

Rafal Trzaskowski, mayor of
Warsaw, has appealed for help
from other nations. There are some
300,000 refugees just in the capi-
tal, which is struggling to provide
needed services, he said.

Meanwhile, Italians in the
northern Lombardy region, with
the help of a major trade fair man-
agement company in Milan, have
sent seven tractor-trailers loaded
with the first of a total of 100 tons

of food and supplies to the Ptak
Warsaw Expo centre, Lombard-
iaNotizie.online said March 30.

The expo centre is the largest
congress centre in Central and
Eastern Europe, and it has been
repurposed into a humanitar-
ian aid shelter for refugees. Up to
10,000 people a day come through
the centre on their way to other
destinations in Europe, the news
outlet said.

66 ‘The situation
inside Ukraine is
spiralling,’ said
Catherine Russell,

executive director of
UNICEF”

A “peace caravan” of about 60
trucks, minivans and other vehicles
left Italy March 31 to arrive in Lviv,
Ukraine, which has also been the
target of Russian missile strikes.

In addition to bringing one million
euros worth of emergency supplies,
drivers will also be transporting back
to Italy about 300 vulnerable people,
including children in need of urgent
medical attention, according to Avve-
nire, the daily newspaper of the Ital-
ian bishops’ conference.

There will be a peace march
through the city centre and an

A Ukrainian girl from Kharkiv looks out a train window
bound for Warsaw, Poland, March 23, with people
fleeing'Russia’s'ongoing war in Ukraine. Photo: CNS

ecumenical prayer service April 2,
it said.

The initiative was organised by
the Pope John XXIII Community,
founded by the late Father Oreste
Benzi, and was part of its “Stop the
war now” appeal, the newspaper
said March 30.

Nearly 200 people are expected
to arrive in Lviv. Among them will
be Archbishop Giuseppe Satriano
of Bari-Bitonto, who will carry
a message on behalf of the Ital-
ian bishops’ conference, and rep-
resentatives of Pax Christi, the
Focolare movement, the Comboni
Missionaries and many other
groups promoting nonviolence and
rights’ protections.

Initiatives

The “peace caravan” comes under
an umbrella of similar initiatives
launched by Father Benzi in 1992,
called “Operation Dove of Peace,”
which saw 500 members of the
community and Italian conscientious
objectors march to Sarajevo, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, which was then under
siege. “Operation Dove of Peace”
continued over the decades with
activists arriving in other cities
caught up in deadly conflicts around
the world to offer aid, support and
solidarity.

“We want to show the other
side of Europe, the part that does

#6 There are some 300,000 refugees
just in the capital, which is struggling
to provide needed services”

not believe in sending arms and
weapons of war, but wants to bring
another kind of help,” said Gian-
piero Cofano, general secretary of
the Pope John XXIII Community.
“We are also thinking of organ-
ising a small delegation that will
head to Moscow to show our close-
ness to Russian civilians who are
against this war,” he told Avvenire.

66 There will be a
peace march through
the city centre and
an ecumenical prayer
service April 2”

Despite the dangers and risks
of speaking out against the war,
more than 1.5 million Russian
civilians signed a change.org peti-
tion in early March, calling for an
end to the war with Ukraine. “We
demand an immediate cease-fire
by the Russian armed forces and
their immediate withdrawal from
the territory of the sovereign state
of Ukraine,” said the petition.

Other open letters and petitions
protesting the war were launched
by different professional com-
munities, gathering the following
numbers of Russian signatories:
some 30,000 information tech-
nology experts, actors and other
professionals; nearly 15,000 doc-
tors, nurses and paramedics; some
10,000 students, university pro-
fessors and journalists; and nearly
8,000 Russian scientists, including
the 2010 Nobel Prize winner in
physics, Konstantin Novoselov.
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Letter of the week

Anti-Catholic political ‘bigots’ behind Church land rezone

Dear Editor, Dublin City councillors,

and some TDs - whose housing failure,

for years, gave us our housing crisis —
now want to re-zone Church land to
prevent it being used to build houses
and to impoverish the Church, its ser-
vices, parishes, clergy and people.
Some propose seizing such

assets, Henry VIII style, built by poor
Catholics pennies since Penal times,

Reintroducing
Sunday obligation
‘unnecessary’

Dear Editor, | understand Michael
Walsh'’s concern about the reimposi-
tion of the obligation to attend Mass on
Sundays [ The Irish Catholic - March 31,
2022].

There are, I think, some Irish bishops
who would not favour restoring the
obligation.

“The general law of the Church gives
each diocese and bishop the faculty to
grant dispensations in particular cases
to the Faithful over whom he exercises
authority according to the norm of law”
(Vatican II - Christus Dominus).

Hopefully, some bishops will not
reimpose this unnecessary obligation in
their own diocese.

All going to Mass on Sundays, and
weekdays too, are present because
they want to be. Serious efforts must
be made to encourage others to attend
Mass and to make them welcome.

Yours etc.,
Daithi O’Muirneachain,
Drumcondra, Dublin 9

compulsorily. This land grab agenda is
driven by hostile anti-Catholic bigotry
and political bigots’ anxiety to cover
up their own decades of housing fail-
ures by scapegoating the Church for
their own neglect.

We'll wait a long time before we
see such politicians sacrifice their own
fat salaries or valuable properties to
alleviate the chronic housing crisis

they created. They still sit on State
owned, tax payer land which right
now could be used for housing.
Anti-Catholic political bigots should
be electorally removed. Their bigoted
Church land grab agenda requires legal
challenge and public rejection.
Yours etc.,
Oliver Maher

Harold’s Cross, Dublin

T chit SEE YouR
NAME JERE ANfWMERE...

THEY BUMPED
Me UP To
FIRsST f:LASE-

Sticking heads

will not result in solutions

sacraments, but they have lost any
real understanding of their faith, yet
there is still an opportunity to proac-
tively engage with these families. But :
we do need trained pastoral teams
and we especially need priests for
the years ahead. Sticking our heads

Dear Editor, David Quinn is so right
when he stated in his article entitled
‘Facing the synod journey with hope’
[The Irish Catholic - March 24, 2022],
that as a result of the synodal process
in Ireland, we need to become more
energised Christians with a stronger
pastoral and missionary sense. How-
ever, if we are truly open to the Spirit
and we seek solutions to the reality
that few people under the age of

60 practice their faith regularly in a
parish setting and that there are few
vocations to the priesthood, change
is surely required. Young adults still
want their children to receive the

in

tions to the vocational crisis. I have
hope that there are many married
men and women who may respond
to a vocational call, if the Church
invited them to do so.

in the sand

the sand will not result in solu-

Yours etc., :
Deacon Frank Browne,
Rathfarnham, Dublin ;

. Consecration of
- Russia and Ukraine to
. Immaculate Heart of Mary

Dear Editor, How stunning was that, and

. Gospel inspired. The Consecration of Russia and
¢ Ukraine to the Immaculate Heart of Mary (for

: the conversion of hearts to Christ) took place

: within the context of a two-hour penitential

: service in St Peter’s Basilica.

: Instead of concentrating on the very obvi-

: ous sin and evil of others, Pope Francis wanted
: us to look at our own lives and into our own

. hearts and to seek forgiveness. In front of 3,500
: persons in the basilica and over 2,000 outside,

: he was the first to go to Confession.

Yours etc.,
Judith Leonard
Raheny, Dublin

Refreshing to see famous Irish sportsmen speak about faith

Dear Editor, It's always so refreshing

to see well-known sports personalities
speak about their faith. Particularly for
young people, many of whom are not
exposed to religion in their families, it’s
great to have a role model who is openly
and unapologetically Christian.

That's why seeing former Ireland
footballer Keith Fahey on your front
page [ The Irish Catholic - March 31,
2022] calling young people to make God
the centre of their lives was wonderful.
There are fewer and fewer very influen-
tial people in kid's lives that are urging
them to do this and they will suffer

because of it. As Mr Fahey explains he
was never introduced to God and only
found Christ when he was at his abso-
lute lowest, do young people have to go
through great pain before they realise
the truth?

Better to develop a personal relation-
ship with Christ while young. This will
lead to kids being in a much better posi-
tion to deal with the temptations and
hard knocks in the world.

Mr Fahey comes from Tallaght,
an area with many difficult neigh-
bourhoods, harbouring people and

activities which can lead people astray.

There is a great football scene there
with huge numbers of young people
into soccer, which explains why there’s
been several famous footballers com-
ing out of Tallaght, including Robbie
Keane. Hopefully Mr Fahey can be an
example to them as it’s examples such
as his that will help children keep
away from excess and materialism,
which blight Ireland and the western
world, and stick to more wholesome
pursuits.
Yours etc.,
David Murphy
Rathfarnham, Dublin

@?29!?99.1.(. community

Each week we publish a selection of comments
from The Irish Catholic Facebook page

Pope reforms Curia with launch of Vatican
constitution

It is a change that should be welcomed and encouraged
and most importantly, implemented! — Vincent Doyle

When did we lose basic respect for each other?
Is it because authority has broken down — in these days
of equal and human rights, the ‘common good’ has been
negated-because everyone is now an ‘expert’? — Sean
Conway

Today in our world everything is permissible and nothing
is forgivable. Yesterday, today and always in the Church

a lot is not permitted but through the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, everything is forgiven. Thanks and Glory to
God. — Margaret Griffin

What do you think? Join in the conversation

on The Irish Catholic Facebook page

Prayer is the answer
to everything

Dear Editor, Concerning war between Russia and Ukraine,
God’s law states we reap what we sow sooner or later. And
we can’t bargain with God. God is never neutral. Everything
begets everything and Jesus told us in the Garden of Gethse-
mane, those who live by the sword will die by the sword. We
only pass this way once, and evil triumphs when the good do
nothing.

The Gospel tells us better are the peacemakers, the King-
dom of Heaven is theirs. Peace and justice are intertwined, and
only the just will flourish. Prayer is the answer to everything
and our prayers will be answered to our spiritual advantage.

Yours etc.,
Bridget Sherlock,
Mitchelstown, Co. Cork

Thanks for good news stories
in bleak media landscape

Dear Editor, I was catching : Vincent Sherlock’s [ The

up with back issues of The  : Irish Catholic - December

Irish Catholic and was struck : 23, 2021] recounting of his

by two very uplifting/posi-  : positive encounter with the

tive stories. ¢ US visa control employee at
The first was Chai Brady’s : Dublin airport. Especially

interview [The Irish Catho- : the latter’s respect for the

lic - December 16, 2021] : priestly vocation.

with the songwriter, Johnny : Thanks to The Irish

Duhan. It was very encour-  : Catholic for these good

aging to read Mr Duhan’s * news stories in an all too

defence of his faith, espe- : frequently bleak/negative

cially in an environment . media landscape.

when to do so is distinctly Yours etc.,

counter-cultural. Eric Conway
The second was Fr Navan, Co. Meath
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A MEXICO: A migrant girl in Reynosa eats watermelon at a
makeshift camp. Photos: CNS.

< MALTA: A girl holds a teddy bear as people wait for Pope Francis’
arrival to visit the grotto of St Paul at the Basilica of St Paul in Rabat,
April 3.

VATICAN: People who attended
a papal audience eat pizza
from a food truck run by the
Milan pizzeria, PizzAut, at the

colonnade at the Vatican, April 1. Nicaragua has approved a law increasing government control over educational institutions

and stripping funds from the university, which has been at odds with the government.

MEXICO: Ukrainians wait for their turn to try to get into the US at the San Ysidro Port of SRI LANKA: Demonstrators react after they set fire to a bus parked at the top of the road to
Entry in Tijuana at the US-Mexico border. Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s residence during a protest in Colombo.
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ccording to the Bible,

there’s a secret that’s hid-

den from the amoral,

known only by the virtu-
ous. The Book of Wisdom tells us
that when we are not virtuous “we
do not know the hidden counsels
of God, nor do we grasp the recom-
pense of holiness, nor discern the
innocent soul’s reward.”

How true! How hard it is to
know, existentially grasp, actu-
ally believe, that virtue is its own
reward and the highest happiness.
We envy the amoral and pity virtue.
Nikos Kazantzakis once remarked
that virtue sits itself on the highest
branch on a tree, looks out at all it
has missed, and weeps.

66 Imagine a man
who is entirely
careless about all
things moral and
spiritual”

What'’s to be said about this?
Who ultimately misses out on life?

A generation ago, Piet Fransen
wrote a classic book on grace, The
New Life of Grace, which for years
was a standard textbook in seminar-
ies and theology schools. He begins
his treatise on grace this way. Imag-
ine a man who is entirely careless
about all things moral and spiritual.
His only interest is his own pleasure.
He lives for pleasure, ignoring all the

Fr Rolheiser

commandments. He has multiple
sexual affairs, never denies himself
any pleasure available to him, and
lives like this for his whole life until,
just before his death, he realises his
irresponsibility, repents of his ways,
makes a good confession, and dies
in the arms of God and the Church.

Fransen then makes this com-
ment. If, even for a minute, you
felt some envy - “The lucky guy,
he got away with this his whole life
and then dies and still gets to go to
heaven!” - you have never really
understood grace. Rather you are
like the older brother of the prodi-
gal son, angry with God for wel-
coming back a wayward son who
had forsaken him to pursue a life of
pleasure while you, the faithful son
or daughter, have stayed home and
dutifully renounced many pleasures
to be faithful.

When we are the older, duty-

www.ronrolheiser.com

laden brother or sister of the prodi-
gal son, virtue is seldom felt to be its
own reward, nor indeed a reward of
any kind. Mostly no one believes the
hidden counsel of God that the high-
est recompense is awarded for holi-
ness and innocence of soul. Rather
most of us stand somewhat angry
and bitter in our fidelity, envious of
our unvirtuous brothers and sisters.

Why? If virtue is its own reward
and the highest reward of all, why
do we, like the older brother of
the prodigal son, so often envy the
excitement and pleasure we imag-
ine fills the lives of those who have
forsaken virtue for the pleasures of
this world?

Complex

The reasons are complex. First,
there’s human nature itself. We
aren’t simply spiritual, faith-filled
beings, but also mammals, creatures

06 The lucky guy, he got
away with this his whole life
and then dies and still gets
to go to heaven!”

of flesh and blood, with powerful
innate instincts. There is a strong
unyielding part inside us that wants
to taste every pleasure, irrespective
of morality. That's in our hardwiring.
Part of us finds it almost impossible
not to envy those who give them-
selves over to pleasure and, seem-
ingly, get away with it.

©0 Should we die
in this ignorance,
we will no doubt be
a bit disconcerted
when we get to
heaven and meet
an infamous sinner
there”

Moreover, it’s precisely this
part of us that does not under-
stand grace or happiness. When
the older brother of the prodigal
son expresses his frustration to his
father, a frustration that does little to
conceal his secret envy, his father’s
answer reveals the hidden counsel
of God. The prodigal father tells his
elder son that they need to be happy
that his brother has come back home
because he was dead. What might
look to our human instincts as an
enviable fling, a happy carefree time
away from morality, is not in fact a
joyous, life-giving, happy thing at
all, but a time of being dead to most
everything that constitutes actual

The Prodigal Son returns.

happiness.

Superficially, it can look like
the prodigal son got away with
something, a fling, a free season of
pleasure, that we secretly wish we
had enough nerve to do ourselves.
However, as the image of eating with
pigs and growing desperate for the
food in his father’s house graphi-
cally depicts, the wayward son was,
whatever the pleasures his prodi-
gal life afforded him, far, far from
happy. Sin, like virtue, is also its own
reward.

When we envy the amoral, we
have not yet understood grace or
happiness. Should we die in this
ignorance, we will no doubt be a bit
disconcerted when we get to heaven
and meet an infamous sinner there.
After being faithful ourselves, we
might angrily ask, “how did he get
in here, given how he lived his life?”

Conversely, if we have under-
stood grace and what makes for
actual happiness, we will instead
feel both gratitude and relief in see-
ing that infamous sinner and say
instead: “God, I'm glad he made it! I
was worried about him.”

Punishment

Sin is its own punishment and virtue
is its own reward. At the end of the
day, nothing feels better than virtue
and nothing feels worse than sin.
However, that doesn’'t make easy
peace with our natural instincts; it’s
a truth that can only be grasped by

¢ living it.



esearch throughout the

pandemic and since

those uncertain days

informs us that millions
of people across the world have
upped and left their jobs, often in
pursuit of a better opportunity but
sometimes out of simple discon-
tent with the role they find them-
selves in.

Who in Ireland hasn’t seen the
effects of this first-hand, as restau-
rants, cafes and shops fell prey to
chronic understaffing (even aside
from all of the positive Covid tests
among their staff)? Recent unfor-
tunates have been subjected to
lengthy delays at Dublin airport,
also reportedly as a result of staff-
ing issues.

It’s quite likely that if you're not
in this situation, you know some-
one in this situation. How does
one go about moving from the

Personal Profile

Enkindling the
embers of the
Faith today
Page 34

Finding
WOrk In an

lncertain™

Reports suggest large numbers
of people continue to leave
their jobs in search of greener
pastures, so how does one find
them, asks Jason Osborne

fluid and uncertain landscape of
unemployment (or poor employ-
ment), to work that better suits
you and your dependents? The
answer isn't the same today as it
might have been even a few years
ago, with the job market seeming
to change by the hour.

However, some things remain
the same - foremost among them
being putting yourself out there,
focusing on your strengths and
working to improve your weak-
nesses.

Networking

A somewhat unofficial or informal
step, networking remains a fantas-
tic way of throwing yourself into
the milieu that you want to be
working in. Meeting and mixing
with people in the field or indus-
try you'd like to break into is one
of the best ways of making that
dream a reality.

Networking doesn’t often lead
to instant results - sometimes it
does - as its relationship-centric,
but it’s an investment well worth

B

your time. Even if job offers don’t
come flooding in, exposure to peo-
ple with desirable experience can
only help you to form a clearer
idea of what it takes to succeed in
your chosen industry.

An example pertinent to a
Catholic newspaper, many young
Catholics hope to work one day in
ministry-related roles or in some
form of Christian or Catholic advo-
cacy. The best bet of seeing this
goal across the line is to immerse
yourself in Catholic circles in Ire-
land. A young man or woman
with a dream of working full-time
in youth ministry would be best
advised to partake of Ireland’s
vibrant missionary landscape,
whether it be through NET Min-
istries, Holy Family Mission, Pure
in Heart, Youth 2000 or otherwise.

Similarly, attending as many
retreats, talks, prayer meetings

"
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and socials as is feasible is a great
way to meet people who are “in
the know” and likely to be able
to point you in the right direc-
tion. While the appearance of the
path may be different for another
industry or field, the principles are
the same.

Back the virtual

It feels like only yesterday that I
was walking into shops and offices
and handing our CVs physically for
jobs, but the world has “changed,
changed utterly” since then, and
it seems the vast majority of job
applications are to be sought and
filled out online.

Depending on your age, you
might be loathe to give up more
of the “real” world in favour of the
virtual, but regardless, the job-

» Continued on Page 33
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AND EVENTS

PROPOSAL TO EXPAND
NATURE RESERVES TO
30% GLOBALLY

Expanding nature reserves to cover at least 30%
of the planet by 2030 is the flagship proposal of
high-stakes talks to rescue Earth’s animals and
plants from human destruction.

But experts agree that a new target is the
easy part and will be ineffective without funding
and rigorous monitoring.

Negotiators, who wrapped up talks in Geneva
last week, are working on a draft text of the
so-called global biodiversity framework to be
adopted at the UN COP15 meeting in Kunming,
China, later this year.

A global commitment to set aside at least
30% of both land and oceans as protected zones
by the end of the decade has the support of a
broad coalition of countries.

AFRICAN MASK SELLS
FOR €4.2M IN FRANCE
DESPITE PROTESTS

A carved mask from Central Africa, dating
from the 19th Century, has been sold in
France for €4.2 million, despite Gabonese
protesters in the auction house calling for the
item’s “restitution”.

The rare wooden “Ngil” mask, used in
ceremonies by the Fang ethnic people of
Gabon, smashed its estimate of 300,000-
400,000 euros at the auction in the southern
French city of Montpellier.

“It’s a case of receiving stolen goods,”

a man describing himself as a member of
the Gabonese community in Montpellier
exclaimed from the back of the auction room,
surrounded by half a dozen compatriots.

“We'll file a complaint. Our ancestors, my
ancestors, from the Fang community, we
will recover this object”, the protester added,
describing the mask as a “colonial ill-gotten
gain”.

Auctioneer Jean-Christophe Giuseppi said
the auction was “entirely legal”, as far as he
was aware.

CONFERENCE FOR

FAMILIES OF CHILDREN
RECENTLY DIAGNOSED
WITH A HEARING LOSS

Chime, the national charity for deafness and
hearing loss, is hosting a weekend for families
whose child has recently been diagnosed

with a hearing loss. They invite you and your
family to attend on Friday 13th to Sunday 15th
May 2022 in the 4 star Midlands Park Hotel,
Portlaocise Town, Co. Laois.

The benefit of the weekend is having the
information you need in one place, and it
is also a chance to meet other families at
a similar stage. Workshops will be run on
communication development, hearing aid care
and assistive technology for school and the
home.

The cost of attending the weekend is €70
per adult and €40 per child (4 months to 15
years) and includes accommodation Friday
and Saturday night, all meals and creche.

A payment link will be sent and payments
taken through the Chime website in advance
of the weekend.

For any queries in relation to this event,
please contact Teresa O Rourke at teresa.
orourke @chime.ie or call/text 086 0455339.

¢

was reading a Facebook post

recently about a woman

who wanted to scale back

on her working hours due to
chronic illness. She was hoping
for some sort of flexibility and
understanding of her position
having been an exemplary
employee in the past.

Her boss was not too eager

to facilitate her, complaining
that she had a business to run.
It seemed that the profit margin
and the expectation of a less
than peak performance were
higher up on the employer’s list
of priorities than any concern
for a loyal worker who'd fallen
into ill health. Of course, in
usual social media style, there
were a number of conflicting
responses to the situation the
woman found herself in. Many
were sympathetic but quite a
few people had no sympathy at
all and even accused the woman
of being lazy or wanting to shirk
her duties.

66 Work-related
politics was mentioned
by 37% as the key
cause of their distress
with long hours and
financial worries also
featuring highly”

Another common view was
sorrow for the woman but
pointing out that in the real world
there could be little expectation
of any special treatment. A few
days after I read this post, |
happened to be in the same room
as a friend who was engaged in
an online meeting connected to
their work. A problem had arisen
and I couldn’t help noting that,
yet again, all the discussion was
about outputs and deadlines, new
products and productivity.

Talking to my friend later, he
poured out his worries about
the stresses of a high-octane

workplace, the difficulty of
dealing with an almost constant
barrage of information and
emails and the feeling of always
chasing his tail. Worst of all was
the workplace environment
which was so negative that he
found himself in a permanent
state of nervous tension which
was starting to take its toll on his
general health and wellbeing.

In Pope John Paul II's 1981
encyclical, Laborem Exercens
(Through Work), he emphasised
the “call to work” describing it
as one of the characteristics that
distinguishes human beings
from other creatures. Work is
a good thing, Pope John Paul
explained, which “corresponds
to man’s dignity, that expresses
this dignity and increases it”.
Through work, we’'re meant
to grow, develop and flourish,
transforming nature and
adapting it to our own needs.
We also achieve fulfilment as
human beings and, in a way, we
become more human. While
daily work and labour is good
for our body and soul, Laborem
Exercens warns against situations
where work leads to a lowering
of human dignity and where
work is used against people.

We can immediately think of
situations like forced labour and
exploitation but we can have
very oppressive and demeaning
workplace environments without
these extremes. A UK survey
carried out in 2020 showed that
79% of adults in employment
commonly experience work-
related stress; this was 20% higher
than the 2018 findings. Work-

. Catholics can transfoiit

‘toxic workienvironments

) perspective
‘" Maria Byrne

related politics was mentioned
by 37% as the key cause of their
distress with long hours and
financial worries also featuring
highly. Based on conversations
with friends and family, social
media and various investigations
and research, it’s clear that for
many, the wonderful dignity

of work has been replaced by a

dull compliance with the daily
ordeal. What should be a means
of growing in holiness and
sanctifying our daily lives is often
having the exact opposite effect.
A work environment that is
detrimental to physical, mental
and spiritual growth could
be rooted in several factors
such as an expectation that an
employee’s first priority is to the
job, a lack of work/life balance
or even workplace cliques
that can leave colleagues out
in the cold. There is nothing
worse than overhearing gossipy
comments over the water cooler
or feeling isolated and excluded.
Neuroscience research has
shown that being left out of
the social circle actually lights
up the same areas of the brain

that light up when a person
experiences physical pain. As
Catholics, we can transform a
toxic environment and make
small changes which respect the
dignity of work and the unique
value of everyone we work with.
[ only recently came upon the
story of Venerable Enrique Shaw,
an Argentine businessman who
lived a life of admirable virtue

as the CEO of his wife’s family
industry.

He became a very wealthy
man but instead of enjoying
a life of leisure, he dedicated
himself to many charitable
causes as well as looking
after the 3,400 workers in his
company. He always had their
best interests at heart, setting
up a health care system and a
pension fund for them as well as
providing loans for key events
in their lives. All of this while
being a devoted husband, and
a father of nine children. Shaw
believed that through work
well done people could be
united and could develop their
talents while contributing to
the common good of society.

He was determined that people
were treated more importantly
than the company and once
wrote in his personal notebook:
“In dealing with our employees,
are we, for example, more
sympathetic? Have we put
aside hatred, even for deeds or
persons who, without cause,
have harmed us?”

As employers or employees,
we can be the work colleagues
that contribute to a nasty
workplace environment or be
more like Venerable Enrique
Shaw who died at the young age
of 41 leaving us a great legacy of
how to infuse the most ordinary
places with the extraordinary
scent of holiness.
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seeker’s best strategy in Ireland 2022
is to build up your online profiles,
portfolios and presence.

There are a number of incredibly
useful online portals that are free to
use, and bring you into direct contact
with job offers and requests from
employers. The best examples are:

® LinkedIn

® Indeed

® Glassdoor

® Monster

@ ZipRecruiter

Each website has its idiosyncrasies,
but the basic idea is the same - you're
free to fine-tune your search param-
eters, and the website will offer you
job postings by employers that you
might be interested in.

66 If you’re in the
market for a job, take

some time to set up a
LinkedIn profile, following
their suggestions to fill out
your page”

Indeed suggests itself as the best
recruitment website on the internet,
having built up an enormous datebase
of jobs since its inception in 2004, and
currently hosting more than 250 mil-
lion users. It’s broad reach means it
covers a wide variety of industries and
sectors, and presents offerings of full-
time, part-time, in-person, remote
and hybrid work. There are jobs to
be found for those with decades of
experience, and for those looking to
make their first break into the work-
ing world.

LinkedIn, meanwhile, continues
to hold the title of best “professional
networking” site and application.
Allowing you to build a profile and
connect with other users, it blurs the
line between recruitment platform
and social media.

Buttering up your LinkedIn pro-
file isn’t just for times of active job-
searching - it's a way of establishing
your professional presence in a work
world that’s increasingly dominated
by technology. Again, I'm not argu-

ing the rights or wrongs of the way
things have gone, but this is certainly
the way things are.

If you're in the market for a job,
take some time to set up a LinkedIn
profile, following their suggestions
to fill out your page. There’s room
for experience, education, interests,
volunteering, achievements and
more. Once you've told the platform
your desired industry, there’s jobs to
browse and perhaps people to con-
nect with, giving you plenty of con-
crete steps to take in your job search.

Job fairs

If you'd rather stick to the “real
world”, job fairs remain a feature
of the Irish employment landscape.
While many target a specific industry
and a certain kind of employee, there
are more generalised fairs. The pro-
motional material of any given event
will give you the details of what is
being represented.

Research companies that inter-
est you and keep an eye out for their
names at job fairs. It's a good opportu-
nity to talk to their employees and to
other jobseekers in the hope of gain-
ing a competitive advantage. Bring
a number of resumes, or business
cards if you're particularly prepared,
and use the opportunity to sell your-

self. Conduct yourself as though each
conversation is a mini-interview, and
view it as an opportunity to set your-
self apart from the crowd.

JobsExpo.ie is a useful resource in
this regard, with a list of upcoming
careers events around the country on
their website and means to register
for them.

Internships

No matter your age or experience
level, internships aren’t to be sniffed
at. If you have the luxury of holding
out on serious money for a while in
favour of experience or a change in
career direction, internships offer a
viable path for you.

66 They’re worth
checking out,

and Generation
Apprenticeship,
citizensinformation.ie,
and careersportal.ie offer
useful information on this
front”

Unlikely to be highly paid, they’re
often geared towards those looking
to break into the relevant industry, or
those fresh out of college. For young
people who are unsure about which
career path they want to commit
themselves to for the long haul (not
that this is necessarily how the work-
world operates anymore), internships
provide a great opportunity to find
out if this line of work is for them,
and a potential foothold if it is.

A final word ought to be offered
to apprenticeships, which were often
shortchanged when I was in school.
Many of the young men I went to
school with who proceeded down
this path are now in the best-paying,
most secure jobs, while some of us
who attended university floundered
a while upon graduating. They're
worth checking out, and Generation
Apprenticeship, citizensinformation.
ie, and careersportal.ie offer useful
information on this front.

Dad’s

Diary

Rory Fitzgerald

f all your friends
‘ ‘ jumped off a cliff,

would you do it

too?” my father
asked me. “Yes, I would”, my
teenage-self replied trium-
phantly. This was a completely
truthful answer since, as teen-
agers, jumping off cliffs was in
fact one of my chief hobbies.
At weekends, my friends and
I would cycle to the coast and
seek out ever-higher and more
dangerous cliffs and sea stacks
to climb up and jump off.

These days, kids don’t
seem to be quite so daring.
While fewer seem to take
physical risks, virtually all of
them are on social media. One
of my kids recently revealed
their sadness at being the
only kid amongst their peers
not on social media. Never
mind that none of these kids
are the minimum age for the
particular service mentioned,
apparently all of them are on it.
Never mind either the increase
in teenage depression, self-
harm, suicidality that followed
the advent of social media.
Never mind the risks of online
bullying. Never mind how
the social media corporations
harvest data and deploy
clever algorithms, designed to
manipulate minds, to ‘hack the
human’, by playing upon our
psychological vulnerabilities.

If all a child’s friends are doing
something, they are going to
want to do it too, no matter the
potential downsides.

In my estimation, our
teenage hobby of jumping off
cliffs was fundamentally far less
dangerous than social media
is for today’s teenagers’ minds,
souls and lives. Getting out into
nature and doing dangerous
things like climbing cliffs,
mountain biking or surfing
involves a sharp engagement
with reality, and with the very
universe itself. Such things
make your own mortality
more clearly known to you
and so they have philosophical
benefits. You learn about
nature, courage, risk-taking and
friendship too. Social media
has the very opposite effects.

It is a flight from reality into

a twisted facsimile of it. It is a
refuge for cowards who attack
others from behind a cloak of
anonymity. The friendships that
form online are, in truth, but a
pale imitation of the real thing.

That is before we even speak
of the sometimes astonishing
lack of physical fitness and
strength amongst many of
today’s teens. The connection
between rising childhood
obesity and the time spent
staring at screens is abundantly
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clear. The evidence for the
dark side of the technological
revolution mounts daily.

Yet none of this is to
deny the amazing benefits
technology has brought us.
Our house is remarkably
high-tech and fully automated,
sporting even robot hoovers
and lawnmowers. The kids
understand and know how
to use all the latest gadgets.

N

However, it is often those
who understand tech best

who understand its dangers
best too. Many Silicon Valley
scions like Steve Jobs have

been very careful to limit their
kids’ access to technology.
Facebook founder Sean

Parker observed that social
media “literally changes your
relationship with society,” and
said, “God only knows what

it's doing to our children’s
brains”. It'’s mostly those who
are clueless about technology
who regard it as harmless for
children. Sadly, that seems to be
the majority of people.

Yet kids need to understand
and inhabit the world and
the time they live in. Those
parents who are alive to the
risks and benefits technology
presents need to find some sort
of balance, where their kids
can gain the benefits of digital
connectivity, while minimising
its harms.

This will mean carefully
limited and supervised access,
at the appropriate age. It
will mean educating kids as
to the depth and subtlety of
the risks, which are social,
emotional, psychological,
physical, reputational and
even political. It will mean
ensuring that they have the
knowledge and self-discipline
to limit their own access to
addictive technologies and to
use them appropriately. Yet, for
now, such an approach seems
almost eccentric, in a world
where even the minds of young
children are casually let slip
into the strange digital fog that
is rapidly enveloping society.
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Enkmdlmg the ebs of the Faith today

Ruadhan Jones

ecently appointed pastoral
manager in Raphoe diocese
Connor Duncan grew up in a
Catholic family. While he left
the Faith “in a big way” for a time, the
embers never fully died. Now, he hopes
to enkindle the flame of faith in people

today.

Born in Ballymena, Co. Antrim,
Connor grew up in a Catholic setting.
Mass was an integral part of his life, he
explains, and they were taught to pray

when they were young.

661 found myself
slowly skipping
Mass, not thinking
about prayer in the
same way in my life”

“Faith was instilled into myself
from a young age, even in organi-
sations I was involved in,” Connor
says. “I would have been an altar
server, or at scouting. They all had
a Christian dimension to them and
prayer was in there. My faith was
in my life and has carried through.
Even in moments where maybe I
had drifted away, there’s always
been an ember or something burn-
ing away within. Maybe [ wasn’t on
fire at all times, but it never died
in me.”

By the time he had finished
studying in college, Connor says

Connor Duncan, new pastoral manager for Raphoe diocese

he started working and socialising
with new groups of friends and
found himself drifting away from
the Faith.

“I found myself slowly skipping
Mass, not thinking about prayer in
the same way in my life,” he con-
tinues. “I started realising my opin-
ions and thoughts were changing
from where the Church was. And
I found myself listening to stuff
about where the Church was in
terms of scandals and all that sort
of stuff was coming out when I was
at an age where [ was thinking, do
I keep with this or do I go off on
my own. Rather than keeping in
the path I was on, I diverged off it.
And for quite a number of years |
wouldn’t have been practising in
my faith at all really.”

Although he drifted away, the
Faith wouldn’t let Connor go com-
pletely. Through co-workers and
customers in his bank in Bally-
mena, Christian views and actions
remained in his life. However, it
wasn'’t until he moved to Manches-
ter that something stirred within
him, when a customer gave him a
Gideon Bible.

“Ironically I opened it on one
of the best known passages in the
Bible, which is John 3:16, God so
loved the world he gave his only
begotten son. That sent me on a
journey, I went back to Mass over
the Easter triduum and really from
there I found myself starting to get
back into my faith slowly.

“It was a considerably long jour-
ney over a few years. It wasn’t a

Damascus moment, [ didn’t have a
big moment like a Sr Clare Crock-
ett or St Paul. But nonetheless, it
was a journey... I'm sure the Lord
was giving me a good slap around
the head going, ‘Connor, why didn’t
you see the signs sooner, I've been
calling you for a long time’!”

Faith

In the unlikely setting of a stag do
in Spain, Connor took his next step
forward, as it were, back into the
Faith: “I was 30 and there was a pro-
cession of statues of Jesus through
the streets,” Connor says. “You'll find
lots of stuff like that in Spain and
there was something in it that just
spoke to me at that time. The stat-
ues stopped, and it was like Jesus
was staring at me in a way where [
was standing.

“And something inside me just
questioned, what are you doing with
your life? At this stage in my life I
was managing my own hotel, I got to
where I thought [ wanted to be with
career, money, a car, all those sorts
of things.

“I quit my job, about a month or
so after that. [ went on a mission
year with Net Ministries. I didn’t
even know at that stage how deep
my faith was. But that was a major
rekindling of my faith, taking a gap
year | suppose. It was a time out
from work and from there really
I grew deeper in my faith, it gave
me a hell of a good shake up. It was
one of those things, when you are
around other people who are in love
with Jesus and have a relationship
through prayer and whatever, there’s
something unique about them.”

After his gap year, Connor con-
tinued working with Net in different
roles, including managing retreats
and a retreat centre. He said it felt
like he was “leaving behind a lot of
my old self and finding out who Con-
nor was properly”.

A time came when Connor felt he
wanted to leave Net, but he didn't

know where. He thought he would
take a break and travel for a while,
but the Lord had other plans.

“Myself and Bishop Alan (McGu-
ckian), we crossed paths and he
asked if  would come and look after
the pastoral centre, the company
side of the diocese - buildings, HR,
all that kind of stuff. One of the guys
was wanting to retire. And I said
yeah, and it’s been a remarkable
few months in the role. I've got to
know so many phenomenal people
from the diocese, so many people
across the spectrum, other people
in similar roles across the northern
dioceses.

0 But I think it’s
not dead, it’s only
now coming alive
again in places and I
think Covid has given
some people a shake
up, in that some
people might not feel
they can come out
the same”

“The role’s very diverse. I didn’t
come in here to be a caretaker, I
came to get involved. I have a back-
ground in youth ministry and now |
lead a nightly prayer and praise for
young adults, as well as launching
the diocesan Lenten programme.

“There is a future, [ think there’s
a hope. I hear people saying the
Church is dead in places. But I think
it's not dead, it’s only now coming
alive again in places and I think
Covid has given some people a
shake up, in that some people might
not feel they can come out the same.
I'm finding the vast majority of peo-
ple are wanting to come out and
engage. I'm excited for the future,”
Connor finishes.

Dissolving sugar: A sweet way to learn about solutions

olutions are not just what you try

to achieve when you’re stuck on a

problem. A solution can also be a

liquid mixture. You can learn all about
solutions and their significance by adding
more and more sugar cubes to water. To make
it more interesting, why not also change the
temperature of the water and see if this makes
any difference? This easy experiment shows that
you can only dissolve a certain amount of sugar
in water and that this changes depending on the
temperature of the water.

Chai Brady

Apparatus:

@® Sugar cubes

® Cold water in a clear glass

@ Hot water in a clear glass (be careful with the
hot water)

® Spoon for stirring

Method:

1. Make sure the glasses have an equal amount
of water.

2. Put a sugar cube into the cold water
and stir with the spoon until the sugar
disappears. Repeat this process
(remembering to count the amount
of sugar cubes you put into the
water) until the sugar stops
dissolving, you are at this point
when sugar starts to gather
on the bottom of the glass
rather than dissolving.

3. Write down how many
sugar cubes you could dissolve
in the cold water.

Repeat the same process
for the hot water, compare the
number of sugar cubes dissolved in
each liquid, which dissolved more?

Significance

The cold water isn’t able to dissolve as much
sugar as the hot water, but why? Another name
for the liquids inside the cups is a ‘solution’,
when this solution can no longer dissolve sugar,
it becomes a ‘saturated solution’, this means that

sugar starts forming on the bottom of the cup.
The reason the hot water dissolves

more is because it has faster moving

molecules which are spread further

apart than the molecules in the cold

water. With bigger gaps between

the molecules in the hot water,

more sugar molecules can fit in
between.

Regarding the sugar, its
crystals are solid so when sugar
is added to water the weak

bonds between the individual
sugar molecules are broken and
the sugar molecules are released
into the water. When this occurs a
sugar water solution forms.
A very practical example of the benefits of this
phenomenon is hot chocolate. Anyone who has
ever mistakenly put hot chocolate powder in cold
milk has learned the hard way that it doesn’t mix
well. However hot milk and hot chocolate powder
quickly mix and form a solution.
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Truly shocking images of carnage and destruction

ate at night (late for
me!) I tend to dip into
the newspaper review
programmes on the
British channels - it’s a good
snapshot of what’s coming up
on the next day’s headlines.

Press Preview (Sky News)
and The Papers (BBC News)
still have their guest review-
ers joining in remotely, while
Headliners (GB News) seems
to be making a point by having
their guest reviewers in the
studio, and not doing much
distancing. The mainstream
programmes mostly feature
journalists as guests while
GB News opts for comedians.
Hmm...nothing very funny on
the news these days.

Button popping between
the three shows on Wednes-
day of last week I was struck
by a contrast between two
stories in the scrolling news.
There was justifiable outrage
over the severe inadequacies
in pregnancy care in one of
the UK’s hospital trusts. Ba-
bies had died and mothers
had suffered, all of which was
revealed in a report by senior
midwife Donna Ockenden. In
a massive example of moral
blindness and confusion there
were also reports of a decision
to continue in the UK with
‘telemedecine’ in relation to
abortion - a practice that was
used during Covid-19 restric-
tions to avoid in-person con-
sultations. There is pressure
on to continue this dangerous
practice in Ireland. Remem-
ber when we were told that
one of the reasons we had to

Family members of Borys Romanchenk attend his funeral in Kharkiv Uaine on rch
24. Mr Romanchenko, a 96-year-old Holocaust survivor, was killed at his apartment during
shelling by Russian forces. Photo: CNS

liberalise abortion legislation
here was those dangerous
DIY abortions - pills in the
post with no in-person con-
sultation with a doctor? Such
consultations guarded against
abuse cover-ups and medical
complications. The newspaper
review programmes reported
no outrage and no casualty
figures.

All news programmes last
Sunday night and Monday
morning reported upsetting
casualty figures from newly-
liberated suburbs north of
Kyiv in Ukraine. The numbers
were horrifying but the imag-
es of carnage and destruction
were truly shocking. RTE News
was restrained, with images

of bodies in the street blurred
out, but News at Ten (ITV)
did not spare us, and I'm sure
there is worse online. In gen-
eral news reports tend to focus
mainly on bad news but these
were some of the worst scenes
I've ever seen on live TV. And
what are we to do with our
shock? Yes, we can contrib-
ute to humanitarian aid, and
it’s great to see news reports
showing Irish aid agencies
working on the ground in
Ukraine - e.g. the Garda con-
voy that brought medical sup-
plies with the involvement of
Ukrainian doctors in Ireland.
But with the atrocities we can
just watch, have a righteous
anger about the injustice, pray

and hope that international
courts will ensure justice at
some stage, probably far into
the future. As reported on
Good Morning Europe (Eu-
ronews) on Monday morning,
Russian state outlets claimed
this was all Ukrainian propa-
ganda, and how can we really
know for sure? But with so
many independent journalists
reporting from the scene this
just strained credibility past
breaking point.

With all this misery you'd
need some infusion of hope
and joy. Lent at Ephesus
(EWTN, Sunday) was just
what the spiritual doctor or-
dered. We followed the Bene-
dictines of Mary, Queen of

PICK OF THE WEEK

SOLEMN LITURGY

Good Friday April 15, RTE One TV and RTE Radio One

Extra/LW252 3 pm

Fr Thomas O’Byrne leads the congregation of the Cathe-
dral of the Assumption, Carlow, in the solemn liturgy of the

Lord’s Passion.
WALLED CITY PASSION

RTE Player Good Friday April 15, 4.30pm and RTE One,

Easter Sunday 10.30pm

A re-imagining of the events of Easter, transposing the
1st Century narrative to the walls and streets of Derry,
where a security alert during a Peace Festival leads to a

lethal escalation.
THE LEAP OF FAITH

RTE Radio One Good Friday April 15, 10pm
Prof. Siobhan Garrigan hosts a special Good Friday edition
of RTE Radio One’s flagship religious series.

Apostles from the USA as they
recorded a Lenten CD of their
tranquil chants and hymns.
One observer reckoned they
sang more than they talked!
There was a regularity to their
daily routine of prayer, chant,
work and modest meals, but
the music was central. Moth-
er Cecilia spoke of her music
education and how she played
in an orchestra for a few years
after graduating. She had a
house and a car but all along
felt God’s call to religious life,
and eventually found peace in
following that vocation.

Kevin and Monica Fitzgib-
bon of De Montfort Music
heard their singing and worked
with them to produce the Lent
at Ephesus CD (available on
Spotify). The tracks played in
the background during the
programme, though I would
have liked better synchronisa-

tion with footage of the sisters
singing. This wouldn’'t be my
own favourite kind of music,
but I was particularly drawn to
God of Mercy and Compassion
and O Sacred Head Surround-
ed with Bach’s familiar melody
(also borrowed by Paul Simon
for American Tune).

I was struck by the age
profile of the sisters — most
were young and it seemed
quite a large community. I'd
love to have heard vocation
stories from more of the sis-
ters. Mother Cecilia was glad
to be able to ‘share the beauty
of sacred music’ and prayed it
will help many to love God all
the more.

O boregan@hotmail.com,

@boreganmedia
e
'N_ \
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A teast of treats coming this Holy Week

From 1723 to the end of his
life in 1750, Bach spent his
time, more or less, in Leip-
zig where he was kantor at
the Thomasschule. His duties
included providing music for
the city’s two major churches
- St Thomas and St Nicholas
- as well as for two of the
smaller ones - St Peter and
the New Church, formerly a
Franciscan friary.

A rule demanding a motet
or sacred cantata be sung
every Sunday in the larger
churches resulted in Bach’s
church music being very
considerable indeed. It was
also in Leipzig that he com-
posed his St John and St Mat-
thew Passions, his Easter and
Christmas oratorios and Mass
in B minor.

2)

Conductor Peter Whelan

With Bach serving the
Church for most of his life,
its music became part of
him and, in turn, he became
part of it. But why would an

essentially Protestant com-
poser bother to write an
essentially Catholic Mass?
Well, there really isn’'t a
clear-cut answer. The B
minor Mass was obviously
not intended to accompany
any celebration of sacred
mysteries as its proportions
are too enormous for even
the most solemn occasions.

Impulses

He may have composed the
Mass purely as a result of
his own devotional impulses
or that the Latin prayers
appealed to his own par-
ticular feelings. However, no
matter what the reason, the
composition is truly astound-
ing. Leaving aside Bach’s
technical ability, which man-

ifests itself so clearly in the
work, the ordinary listener
cannot but be overawed by
the sheer drive, energy, pas-
sion and excitement of music
that praises God.

A chance to hear the B
minor comes on Friday April
8 at Dublin’s Christ Church
Cathedral and Saturday April
9in Galway’s St Nicholas Col-
legiate Church with the vocal
ensemble Sestina, director
Mark Chambers, and Irish
Baroque Orchestra. Peter
Whelan will conduct with
the solo voices coming from
Sestina members.

St Nicholas’ Church in Gal-
way is also the late afternoon
(5pm) Good Friday venue for
a rare performance of Buxte-
hude’s Membra Jesu Christi

(Most holy members of our
suffering Jesus) by Resurgam
under its conductor Mark
Duley. Composed in 1680, the
work comprises seven medi-
tative cantatas on the body of
Christ on the cross.

Attached

While Handel’s Messiah,
first performed in Dublin’s
Fishamble Street Musick
Hall on April 13, 1742, now
seems to be more attached
to Christmas, it also has a
resonance with Passiontide
and Easter.

The piece comes to the
National Concert Hall on Good
Friday afternoon at 3.30pm
with the National Symphony
Chorus (formerly RTE Phil-
harmonic Choir) and the NSO

under Nicholas McGegan.
The soloists are Maire Flavin,
Catherine Wyn-Rogers, James
Oxley and Stephan Loges.

Remaining in a vocal
sphere, US mezzo Joyce
DiDonato returns to the NCH
on Saturday April 9, with
the instrumental ensemble
I Pomo d’Oro under young
Russian conductor Maxim
Emelyanychev, for her latest
project - EDEN.

This exploration of “the
majesty, might and mystery
of nature through music” has
costumes, lighting and stage
designs by Vita Tzykun, John
Torres and Marie Lambert Le-
Bihan. The music ranges from
Cavalli, Handel and Gluck to
Wagner, Mahler and Copland.
Easter joy.
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New ways, and new

DMING A
PASTORAL
PARISH
COUNCIL

Becoming a Pastoral
Parish Council: How to
Make Your PPC Really
Useful for the Twenty-
First Century

by Patricia Carroll, foreword
by Archbishop Dermot
Farrell

(Messenger Publications,
£9.95/£8.95)

Peter Costello

This is a short book, but inten-
tionally so, for it is very much to
its purpose which is to promote
and encourage the emerging
parish pastoral councils, which
have been a response to Pope
Francis’ Evangelii Gaudium.

At the heart of all this are
ambitions for direct lay involve-
ment in the daily life of the par-
ish, which all are delighted with.
Lay governance, however, which
some might see as another
important objective, will have to
wait for its own day, like some
other things.

Scottish-born author Patricia
Carroll is the director of mission
and ministry of the Archdiocese
of Dublin, and the book carries a
foreword by Archbishop Dermot
Farrell. It is very much a call for
changing ways in changing times.

To reach the widest possi-
ble audience the book is quite
straightforwardly presented. In
some seven chapters Ms Car-
roll outlines what is actually
involved. She begins by defining
the parish and the role of the
parish pastoral council within
it. There are valuable overviews
and insights in every chapter,
though perhaps chapters two,
four, and five may be found the
most valuable.

Early in the text, Ms Carroll
poses the question ‘What is a Par-
ish?’ This, of course, goes to the
heart of the matter. But the parish
can mean different things to dif-
ferent people in different circum-
stances, I suspect. Is such a parish
council to concern itself only
with those who are in church
each Sunday? This clearly leaves
out those who define themselves
as Catholic, but are perhaps infre-

demands for

parish life

quent church goers? Often these
are the parents of the children
attending the local school associ-
ated with the church: these two
groups cannot be left aside in
considering parish life everyone
would agree.

But in a definition of parish I
have something more in mind.

Lately Google, the great arbi-
ter of so much of what people
know and think today, has taken
to defining addresses in Dublin
city and elsewhere by giving
the parish name. Now this, like
so many things on the internet,

derives from US and Canadian : |

practise. There, in such places as
Quebec and parts of New Eng-
land, the parish is more clearly
a definition of a political or civic
area.

But what Google are using
here is the civic parish desig-
nation for local government
use derived from the Norman
administrative system of Ireland.
These definitions were, and are,
used in the civil administration
of the city council. But the civic
parish boundaries are now no
longer exactly those of the eccle-
siastical parishes, either Catholic
or Anglican, which have been set
and revised from time to time
with boundaries of their own.

Significance

Brooding on this lately, the
Google move seemed to me of
significance. We all seem to have
lost sight of this civic dimension
when thinking about parishes.
Ms Carroll refers in passing to
the dangers of ‘parochialism’,
but a definition that loses sight
of all those who live in your civic
parish is to lose sight of a very
important dimension of local
life. Though these inhabitants of
the parish may not be Catholic
parishioners they are certainly
neighbours.

‘Who is my neighbour?’ was
the query posed to Jesus by a
man with alegalistic mind. Jesus’
answer can be found in Luke 10:
30-37, where he relates the par-
able of the good Samaritan (one
of the much abused outsiders
of Biblical society), and urges
the querist, in the words of the
Rheims version, “Go, and do
thou in like manner”.

So, as a matter of everyday
life, members of parish pastoral
councils concerned about their
religious parishes should also
have a continuing concern on a
daily basis for their neighbours,
all of them, of every kind, in the
civic parish.

These days, by having a mind
for everyone in the civic parish,
it will prevent a religious parish
council becoming in any way at
all ‘too parochial’.

Limerick: Snapshots
of the Treaty City and
County 1840-1960

by Tom Donovan and
Vincent Carmody,
forward by JP McManus,
preface by Matthew
Potter

(Poundlane Publications,
£35.00/£30.00)

J. Anthony Gaughan

imerick is a much-
storied city which
traces its origin
back to its estab-
lishment by the Vikings in
821. The authors take just
a snapshot of that history,
zooming in on the period
from 1840 to 1960. This was
a golden age in Limerick
commercial and industrial
history. It was a time when
the industrial revolution
had transformed the world
economy and the modern,
generally family-run, shop
had replaced fairs and mar-

BookReviews

Recent books in brief

kets as the principal retail
outlets.

Using advertisements,
billboards, drawings,
invoices, letterheads,
photographs, postcards,
publicity-posters and
other assorted signage
the authors present the
commercial and industrial
enterprises of a bygone
age. Beginning with apoth-
ecaries and chemists they
provide potted histories of
each pharmaceutical busi-
ness and pen-pictures of
their proprietors.

66 It was a time

when the industrial

revolution had

transformed the

world economy”
The bacon factories are

next to attract their atten-
tion. Limerick ham was

Peter Costello

prized at home and abroad
and Denny’s, Matteson’s,
O’Mara’s and Shaw'’s
thrived as they supplied
meats across Britain and
Ireland.

Co. Limerick is located
at the centre in the golden
vale, hence it was an
important centre of the
dairy industry. This was con-

ducted by the creameries
developed by the co-opera-
tive movement. They were
dotted throughout the city
and country, many of which
are here featured in picture
and byline.

Cityscape
The authors roam far and
wide across the rest of Lim-
erick’s commercial city-
scape. The account of its
newspapers, printing and
booksellers is particularly
interesting. The earliest
recorded Limerick newspa-
per is a copy of the Limer-
ick News Letter, dated May
4, 1716. Limerick printers
were often associated with
or owned newspapers.
Booksellers found it
difficult to survive on book
sales alone and needed
to sell stationery and
cognate items to supple-
ment their income. There
is an affectionate salute to
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The World of Books

By the books editor

the Limerick Leader and to
O’Mahony’s bookshop in
O’Connell Street now trad-
ing for 125 years.

66 The earliest
recorded Limerick
newspaper is a copy
of the Limerick
News Letter, dated
May 4, 1716”

Ireland’s history is
weaved into the Limerick
story. There is a nod in

the direction of the Treaty
Stone, and the O’Connell
monument in the Cres-
cent. It is noted that the
well-known Fenian, John
Daly, was the founder and
proprietor of John Daly’s
bakeries.

Recalled

Tragedies of the war of
independence are recalled,
including the murder on
March 7, 1921 by the crown
forces of two mayors of
Limerick: George Clancy, a
sitting mayor and Michael
O’Callaghan, his prede-

T Ve o
merick shinifg out in”
=y 'jpits ‘golden age’
- Wiy . _,'_ : i

J

cessor. And a photograph
shows William Street after
the Free State army had
recaptured the city from
the Anti-Treatyites in 1922.
This cornucopia of
information is a valuable
addition to the local history
of Limerick city and county
and will be of immense
interest to all Limerick
people. In the recent past
the city had often received
bad headlines. It is good
to be reminded about its
great heritage, on which its
future is surely being built.

96 Co. Limerick is located at the
centre in the golden vale, hence
it was an important centre of

the dairy industry”

Putin’s metier and one past crime
of the Russian secret service

Peter Costello

The key to the link between
past and present, as is so
often the case, lies in a book.

President Vladimir Putin’s
earlier life was spent in the
ranks of the Russia secret
service. The distorted moral
vision of that organisation
has shaped his views of peo-
ple, life and the world. For
that state service from Tsa-
rist era, through the decades
of Lenin and Stalin, down to
today is a continuum. It is the
same creature in different
jackets.

In their long history of
subterfuge, one of the great
crimes of the Russian secret
service was the creation and
circulation of a notorious
anti-Semitic publication that
later delighted the national
socialists.

I cannot imagine that
many people these days have
actually read The Protocols
of the Learned Elders of Zion,
one of the most influential
pamphlets in modern times,
which was directly respon-
sible for the murders of the
Holocaust and the continuing
flow of anti-Semitic nonsense
around the world, and the
disruption and displacement
of populations in Eastern
Europe down to the 1940s.

The material was first
printed in Russian in 1903
as part of a book called The
Great in the Little: Anti-Christ
as a coming possibility, by
an Ordinary Person, written
by a ‘Professor’ Sergei Nilus,
a Russian Orthodox crank
obsessed with the apoca-
lypse. The protocols, alleged
to be the records of the dis-
cussions of an active secret
political group bent on world
conquest, were however by
another hand.

Historical

Soon because they were seen
as an historical document,
the protocols were separately
reprinted and were soon in
wide circulation around the
world. Two English language
versions appeared in 1919,
one heavily promoted by H.
A. Gwynne, the editor of the
then influential Morning Post,
at that time the newspaper of
the conservative English elite
(for which reason Michael
Collins read it first thing
every day). Gwynne believed
it was a true document, as did
many others from the Tsar to
Rudyard Kipling.

The idea being promoted
was that there existed a Jew-
ish conspiracy to control the
world. There is no need to
go into the details here, as
they are still trotted out on
the internet today. It was

intended originally to dis-
credit the leaders of Russia’s
Jews. None of these promoters
knew the origin of the docu-
ment. The story of the proto-
cols was a complicated one.
But a couple of years later the
truth was revealed in a very
curious way.

The plot had its convolu-
tions: but at the very heart
of it was Colonel Rachkovsky;,
the head of the foreign branch
of the Russian secret service.
He invented the concept,
which was carried out for him,
largely by two ‘useful idiots’.
One was Nilus. The other, and
the actual author of the proto-
cols, was a young man named
Golowinsky, who adapted a
long forgotten French text to
a new and different purpose.

The fabricated nature of
the protocols was brought
to the attention of the world
in 1921 by the Anglo-Irish
journalist Phillip Graves - The
Times of London correspond-
ent in intrigue riddled post-
war Constantinople.

(One of the well-known
Graves family of Ballylickey
in West Cork, he was the son
of the poet Alfred Percival
Graves, and the older half-
brother of the poet and nov-
elist Robert Graves.)

It was in Constantinople
that Graves secretly received
from an exiled White Rus-
sian a battered copy of a little
book. It had lost its first pages
so there was no indication of
who the author was. On the
coverless back there was a
single word: JOLL

Graves was familiar with
the ramblings of the protocols
and the text he read was that
of the protocols. And yet curi-
ously not protocols, for there
were many alterations. What-
ever it really was the booklet
was clearly the basis of the
notorious Protocols.

But who or what was
‘JOLI'? The name might be a
clue. Graves realised he had
a major story of world impor-
tance on his hands. He sent it
off at once to the editors in
London.

A few hours in the great
library of the British museum
revealed the booklet was in

fact a political squib aimed
at the regime of Napoleon
III. It had been composed
for anti-Masonic purposes
by a French lawyer named
Maurice Joly in 1864. He was
jailed for his temerity, and
the authorities ordered the
destruction of the edition. A
few copies, however, escaped
the vigilance of the French
secret police.

In the copy in Biblio-
theque Nationale in Paris the
pages carried various pencil
marks. These were later seen
to be significant: for they
had been made by the editor
preparing the version for Col.
Rachkovsky.

Inclusion

The text had in fact been pre-
pared for its inclusion in Nilus’
book by a young man called
Golowinsky, working to a
direct commission from Colo-
nel Rachkovsy. He basically
rewrote Joly’s text making it
overtly anti-Semitic rather
than anti-Masonic. He made
little secret of his work among
his small group of eminent
friends in Paris, such as Prin-
cess Catherine Radziwill, who
later on related his conversa-
tions to other reporters.

This breakthrough story
was published by The
Times with long parallel
extracts of the texts, over
several days in mid-August
1921. This should have
killed the matter dead. But
it is hard to kill a lie. Fur-
ther exposures with further
details of the crime had to
follow especially when the
then-emerging Adolf Hit-
ler took up the matter. He
believed these muck-raking
activities by journalists of
the ‘bourgeois’ press merely
showed that the Protocols
were indeed true.

In the present day, in Rus-
sia’s lies, then lies about the
lies, and yet further lies about
the original lies, we see the
same secret service mentality
of both Col. Rachkovsky and
of Mr Putin’s sometime col-
leagues, now his own fawning
functionaries in action, work-
ing away as well as they did in
the days of the Tsar.



38 | Classifieds | The Irish Catholic, April 7, 2022

The deadline for advertising in the classifieds is 10.30am,

o o
as S l l e S the Friday before publication. Contact the Classified Team on
01 687 4094 or email advertising@irishcatholic.ie

Remembering
MEMORIAM CARDS

pired by an b
passion of Sr. Stan, many "l, |
people are choosing to leave

a loving gift in their will to 1
support people who are
homeless to find safety and
a place they can call home.
contact sian.dikkerfocusireindie  FOCUS .
or phone 018815962 Ireland Samples | Information

KENNEDY PRINTERS

BANTRY, CO. CORK, IRELAND

G@’AL Tel. 027 50102

www. kennedyprinters.ie
email: info@ kennedyprinters.e

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
CARDS & NOTELETS

BOOKMARKS

5!
B 4

‘NET helped me make my faith SO much stronger
than it's ever been, and it's really helped me

Please remember GOAL in your Will improve as a man of God.' — Michael (19), Dublin

45 years on we continue to deliver lifesaving support
to the most vulnerable people in our world. Leaving a
gift in your Will is priceless.

Please help support young NET missionaries like
Michael to minister to the youth of Ireland.

Contact Courtenay on
012809779 or via email at cpollard@goal.ie

Hoping...
to be in a relationship?
Seeking...
e ) someone who shares your faith?
Please pray for the beatification of y !
By remembering Operation Smile in your

Little Nellie Finding. .o Will, you are leaving the gift of a lasting smile
OfHOIy GOd it difﬁCUlt to meet the right person? for a child born with a cleft condition.

Operation Smile envisions a future where health
“May God enrich with every blessing all those C a I I * 0 1 5 6 8 6 5 6 8

and dignity are championed through safe surgery.
who recommend frequent Communion to little

Get in touch with Kristen Bell, Legacy & Fundaising Manager, on
boys and girls proposing Nellie as their model” ok ‘
— Pope St Pius X, June 4, 1912 heavenlypartners

01 667 6659 or kristen@operationsmile.ie

Phone 074 919 0606 to make a donation today.

Registered Charity No. 20010980; CHY 6271

or visit operationsmile.ie/LastingSmile

ALL UNWANTED home waste removed. Cookers,

' ' STATE UNDER WHICH HEADING YOUR AD IS TO APPEAR: | | fridges, beds, suites, wardrobes, carpets etc. Re-
e rls at O lc No. of nsertions: weeks | moved and disposed of in a proper manner. No job

Mirimum charge of €24.60 (inc. VAT) fo 5 lines (25 too small or big. Contact Tommy, 087 6406015.

PREPAID CLASSIFED AD COUPON v st T 1y piLGRIMAGE TO LOUGH DERG |
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Leisure time

The Gift Of A Lifetime

Be there for others after you're gone.

A gift in your will to Irish Hospice Foundation is a
meaningful way to help ensure no-one faces death or
bereavement without the care and support they need.

Email Anna Sadlier at

anna.sadlier@hospicefoundation.ie

or call 01679 3188

Irish
Hospice
Foundation

www.hospicefoundation.ie

Merchants Quay Ireland
Homeless & Drugs Services

Your heart for

the homeless

Merchants Quay Ireland reaches out with
kindness to people living on our streets, sleep-
ing in doorways, suffering and alone.

Your legacy, of any amount, can enfold the most
vulnerable and lonely in wrap-around supports.
You may wish to keep the details confidential.
But we want to give you this little wooden
keepsake, made by a client, for you.

This is your heart for the homeless and those on

the road to recovery.

To receive your little wooden heart and
information on remembering

Please pray for the beatification of

Little Nellie
of Holy God

“May God enrich with every blessing all those
who recommend frequent Communion to little
boys and girls proposing Nellie as their model”

— Pope St Pius X, June 4, 1912

Will the MSC Missions

Missionaries of the Sacred Heart bring hope to the
poorest people living in over 48 countries worldwide.

Please help us with a gift in your Will

Contact:
MSC Missions Office, PO Box 23 Western Road, Cork.

Tel:021-4545704  Email: info@msamissions.ie
WWW.mSCHllSSlonS.le

Ferdia 427

6

Across

1 Two people sleep in this (6,3)

7 A plus sign tells you to do
this (3)

8 “The ____ getsthe
worm” (5,4)

11 Row a boat using this (3)

12 A thought (4)

13 Got fit and ready for a race
or match (7)

15 Cross, very annoyed (5)

17 In this position, you may win
a silver medal (6)

19 End (6)

20 Time when you might
receive a chocolate egg (6)

21 “Thegifwas ____ 10 years”

Down

1 Harry Potter’s main rival at
Hogwarts (5,6)

2 Below (5)

3 Where you go to borrow
books (7)

4 Seaside town in Co Wicklow
4)

5 Make your mind up (6)

6 Black and white bear (5)

9 Depending on its type, it's
where you put your rubbish,
or things you want to recycle
(©)

10 This traffic light tells us to
stop (3)

13 “Having a go” (6)

14 There is a TV show called
‘Dancingon ___'(3)

16 Love greatly or worship (5)

17 Small building in the back
garden (4)

18 Piece of luggage (4)

SOLUTIONS, MARCH 31
GORDIUS NO. 552

Across — 1. Wet 3. Controversy 8. Normal 9. Laburnum 10. Spite
: 11. Tower 13. Beach 15. Flavour 16. Aramaic 20. Fiery 21. Genie :

23. Boris 24. Mourning 25. Louvre 26. Willingness 27. Lot
Down — 1. Windsurfing 2. Tortilla 3. Clare 4. Telstar 5. Vault 6.

Renews 7. Yam 12. Red Crescent 13. Bluff 14. Hardy annual 17.

Approval 18. Decagon. 22. Ennui 23. Books 24. Mow
CHILDREN’S No. 426

: Across — 1. Home run 7. Eagle 8. Retreat 9. Trees 10. Opens 11. :

Needle. 14. Reach 16. Uniform 17. Paint 18. Covered 19. Yes

Down — 1. Harbour 2. Mathematics 3. Reels 4. Nettle 5. Agreed 6.

Peas 12. Eiffel 13. Larger 15. Hutch 17. Pay

Sudoku Corner .

Gordius 553
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Across

1 | let biceps loose for a consti-
tutional vote (10)

6 In America, a tramp (4)
10 In accordance with the law (5)

11 Cease girl! That could literally

become a violation of the
sacred (9)

12 Jewish candelabrum (7)

15 Does as one is told (5)

17 Way out (4)

18 Shells out (4)

19 What bosses call when a
coin is tossed? (5)

21 You might put it in a torch (7)

23 More impolite (5)

24 Stalk (4)

25 & 32d This plant can be seen
around the area, love (4,4)

26 Religious songs (5)

28 Might the rat grow as a dan-
gerous weed? (7)

33 Acquired new knowledge
or techniques, especially for
one’s career (9)

34 Gas that protects us from
harmful solar rays (5)

35 Otherwise, get chopped eels
(4)

36 How to prod a pagan with what
you want people to hear (10)

Down

1 Friends (4)

2 As acutely observant as a
large bird of prey (5-4)

3 Traditional Inuit dwelling (5)

4 & 13d Central American
country where CIA actors are
redeployed? (5,4)

5 Small nail (4)

7 Variety of daisy named after
part of an animal (5)

8 Password from ‘Ali Baba and
the Forty Thieves’ (4,6)

9 Omit thy mixture for a corre-
spondent of St Paul’s (7)

13 See 4 down

14 A wild plant will make her
warm (7)

16 Venue where might hear
Madame Butterfly or Tosca
(5,5)

20 Part of the day following
lunch (9)

21 In golf, a Two Wood (7)

22 Jewellery for the finger (4)

27 Ponders (5)

29 Find the total (3,2)

30 Mistaken (5)

31 Imputation (4)

32 See 25 across

Last week’s Easy 426

When you remember
Trocaire in your
Will, you bring hope
to people living in

the world’s
poorest places

Trocaire

It's easy to get started, and we'll
help you every step of the way.
Call Grace Kelly on 01 629 3333,
email grace.kelly@trocaire.org
or write to me at Trocaire,
Maynooth, Co Kildare.

One day, parents and their
children will tell the story
of how your legacy of love
changed their lives.

Thank you for considering a
gift to Trécaire in your Will.
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Notebook

Fr Vincent Sherlock

Easter calls us to show respect and be truly Christian

Lent has almost run its course.
Palm Sunday approaches and, on
its heels, Holy Week.

This is intended to be the high-
point of the Church’s liturgy; the
recalling of those sacred events of
more than two thousand years ago.
We will journey with Jesus into
Jerusalem on a donkey’s back, see
him betrayed, we will receive the
gift that is the Eucharist from the
table in the upper room, listen as he
cries out in Good Friday anguish: “It
is accomplished” and share in the
carrying of his lifeless body to a
borrowed tomb. On Easter Sunday,
with the women, amongst his clos-
est and most loyal friends, we will
stand before an emptied tomb and
hear again those life-giving words:
“He is not here. He is risen.”

Mother

My mother, God rest her, used to
say she preferred Easter to Christ-
mas. As a child, maybe even as a
man, I could not fully grasp that.
Christmas seems to bring out the
best in people. Goodwill abounds
and there is literally music in the
air. There is a sense of the world
wanting to be right, even when it’s
not, around Christmas, and huge
efforts are made to ensure families
are together, nobody is left alone

and that sharing at every level
takes place.

The baby in the borrowed stable
is a lovable image. Joseph, Mary,
the shepherds, the animals and
kings, combine to give us a sense
of Walton’s Mountain. All is well.
A saviour is born and Chris Rea is
driving home again (though it will
be a more expensive trip now with
the way fuel prices are going!) The
infant seems far removed from the
man falling beneath the weight of
the cross. The infant’s cries are not
mentioned in the Gospel, but the
cries of Good Friday are well and
truly documented.

In fairness to my mother, she
spoke the truth and chances are it
is a truth we struggle with. Easter
is essential if we are to make any
sense of suffering, to find any hope
in death and any semblance of
reassurance for our own journey.
Everything about the days to come
speaks to us of God’s abiding love
for our world and sadly too that
the world is an impoverished place
when people either don’t hear or
choose not to hear God’s call, God’s
message - God’s plan.

Test card

I remember as a child looking at
a test card on television on Good
Friday as the station did not broad-
cast. I am not sure if that was for all
Good Friday or just around 3pm to
mark the hour that is linked with
Jesus’ death on the cross. I recall
the starkness of the day, the read-
ing of the “long Gospel” and maybe
Stations of the Cross in the even-

ing. Fasting too and the length that
added to the day remain memories
for me. Perhaps there was some-
thing in this collective sense of
this being a day unlike any other.
It was easy to get caught up in the
moment, to be moved by it and to
recognise it for what it was - spe-
cial. That is more difficult to do
now, as Good Friday morphs into
every other day and can all too eas-
ily be bypassed or ignored. [ am not
saying that TV channels should fall
silent but somewhere, within what
we call the soul, there remains a
call to mark this day and the days
that follow. There is a need to see
them as days set apart, story-tell-
ing days, remembrance days and,
with the dawning of Easter Day,
hope filled days.

Funeral

A few months ago, a funeral left
the church in the parish where I
work, to go to the cemetery. It was

It’s all about where you start

I heard once of a priest walking into a church and noticing a young boy
praying the Stations of the Cross. Impressed by the boy’s reverence but
also noticing that the boy was doing the Stations in reverse, the priest
spoke to him. “Well done on praying the stations but you started at the
wrong end, young man”, he said “you’re going the wrong way.”

The boy looked at the priest and said: “I was wondering Father,
because he seemed to be getting better as [ went along!”

a small funeral, just a handful of
cars. I noticed a man on a motor-
bike. He was in the line of cars. As
the hearse moved into the right
lane for the cemetery, he stopped
in the left lane, bowed his head,
and held the traffic behind him. I
knew then that he was not in the
funeral. I lowered the window and
said: “Thank you, that was a kind
thing to do.”

He looked at me and said: “It
was the right thing to do.”

Maybe we are being asked now
to mark these days in a way that
reflects our faith. Remembering
Christmas, its songs and joys, its
giving and receiving and the birth
of the Saviour; we are called to rec-
ognise that saviour now and give
gratitude for all he said and did in
the name of God'’s love. It is a call
to show respect, to give thanks and
to be truly Christian - it is the right
thing to do.
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Crossed POs and cheques should be sent and made payable to:

THE LITTLE WAY ASSOCIATION

Sacred Heart House, 119 Cedars Rd, Clapham Common, London SW4 0PR
(Registered Charity No. 235703) Tel 0044 20 76 22 0466

www.littlewayassociation.com

The Little Way
Association

LITTLE WAY
EMERGENCY APPEAL
FOR UKRAINE

Hundreds of thousands of families have been displaced in Ukraine and
many more have sought refuge by crossing international borders. A
bishop in south-western Ukraine, whose identity we must protect, has
written that his diocese has already taken some 300 displaced women
and children into their seminary, youth centre and retreat house.

These refugees all need food, clothing and hygiene products. The

%

l enclose €.......ccccvvveeeennn. to be allocated to:
€ UKRAINE EMERGENCY APPEAL
€ HUNGRY, SICK & DEPRIVED
3S 0 S DONATIONS FORTHE
€ MA FFERIN s "
(Please state no. of Masses ) Mlss[;gll)\lgéﬁgl\?ig;vxl'zcou.r aid for them?
€ LITTLE WAY ADMIN EXPENSES EXPENSES

[] Please tick if you would like an acknowledgement

Name (Rev. Mr. Mrs. Miss)

(Block letters please)
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diocese is also providing free medical examinations. Another
100 refugees are in a church school and the bishop writes:
“The refugees sleep in the classrooms. We have provided
mattresses, blankets, etc., we prepare the food in the
= kitchen and the refugees get three meals in the dining
room. In the basement there are 10 shower cabins. People
are very grateful.” He adds: “We collect food in our parishes
of our diocese - some food we keep for refugees in our
archdiocese and some food we send to the [Russian
occupied] east of Ukraine.” The bishop sends his blessing on
all who would help him.

Iryna Havryshkevych, head of projects for the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic church, writes: "I am very
grateful for all your prayers for Ukraine and for your
initiative to support us in these difficult times. The war in
Ukraine affected foremost the priests and religious
serving in the eastern territories of Ukraine. Many priests
and religious stay at the frontline with their parishioners
(for today - estimated 110 priests and 70 religious). We are
searching for the funds to support them. Would The Little
Way Association be able to provide emergency existence

Please give what you can for the families, clergy and
religious of this war-torn country. Every penny you
send will be gratefully received and sent without
deduction to help the suffering people of Ukraine.

Please join us in praying the rosary for peace
in the Ukraine and for her afflicted people.

In 1893, St Therese of Lisieux
wrote to her sister Celine:
“Jesus wills that we give

alms to Him as to one poor

and needy. He puts Himself,
as it were, at our mercy. He
will take nothing but what
we give Him from our heart.
The very least trifle is
precious in His sight.”

MISSIONARIES
NEED YOUR MASS
OFFERINGS

In these fraught times,
missionary priests rely more
than ever on stipends for their
daily subsistence and for
helping the poorest of their
communities. The Little Way
Association will convey your
stipends and your intentions
to the clergy overseas.

We like to send a

minimum of €5 or
more for each Mass.

In Lent, we can serve
Christ and help the
destitute with our

almsgiving.



